Go ogle 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . google . com/ 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



THE BIBLE HISTORY. 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 




"Suffer tiie little cLalciren to come tome, and forbid thetn not 
for of svLct is the Kin-gdom of God' S Maxlt X 14 

l^ondon. Burns ScLaml'artl^I'ortman Stree t. JS50. 



Digitized by Google 



THE 



BIBLE HISTORY 

FOR THE USE OF 

SCHOOLS AND YOUNG PERSONS. 



BY 

J. M. CAPES, M.A. 



LONDON: 

BURNS AND LAMBERT, 17 PORTMAN STREET. 

SOLD ALSO BT T. JONES, 63 PATERNOSTER ROW; AND 
O. BELLEW, GRAFTON STREET. DUBLIN. 

I860. 



Digitized by Google 



lONSON : 
rBnmu> nr ucm, noaaoir, amd miKKLTir, 
Great New Btteett Fetter Lane> 



Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. 



The following work has been undertaken with a view of 
presenting the historical portions of Holy ScHptnre to the 
minds of the young in such a form as might be best suited 
to their compreheosiony and apart from those critical re- 
marks and reflections which, however admirable in them- 
selves, are found to weaken the interest of the youthful 
mind in the progress of the sacred narrative. On this 
account, no attempt has been made to elucidate every diffi- 
cult passage, or to answer all those questions which would 
suggest themselves to older readers, ;but which practically 
interfere but little with the profit derived by children from 
the study of the historical Scriptures. Whatever seemed 
absolutely to demand explanation, has been briefly tojuched 
upon ; though the author cannot hope that, in clearing up 
those passages which in his judgment have appeared most 
difficult, he will have met the wishes of all competent 
judges. What appears obscure to one person so often 
appears clear to another, that it would have been impos- 
sible to clear up every passage which might be thought to 
demand illustration, without extending the book to an 
excessive length. The actual words of the Bible, as found 
in the Douay version, have been employed to a consider- 
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PREFACE. 



able extent; as experience shews that the minds of the 
young are frequently more powerfully affected by the exact 
narrative of Inspiration, than by any attempts at a more 
modern simplicity. 

The work has been revised by two Catholic clergymen, 
with the approval of the Hight Reverend the Vicar Apos- 
tolic of the London District. 

A few Prints are added, which have no pretensions 
as works of art, but which will aid the attention and 
strengthen the memory of those for whom the following 
humble pages are specially designed. 

J. M. C. 
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BOOK I. 

FROM THE CREATION TO THE CAPTIVITY IN EGYPT. 




Chap. L The Creation of the "World. 

JHERE was a time when nothing that 
we now see existed. There was no 
earth, no sun or moon, and no stars. 
There was not a man, an angel, or a 
devil to be found in the whole uniyerse. Nor 
was there, in truth, any universe; for the 
uniyerse is merely the whole heayens, toge- 
ther with the world in which we live, and 
together with ourselves, who live upon it, 
the spirits, whom we cannot see, and the 
inhabitants (if there are any) of the stars. 
All this once was not in existence. There 
was but one Being, that is, G^d. 

God always was; and God always was 
what is at this present moment. There 
never was a time when He did not exist ; and 
there never was a time when the nature of 
God was changed. From all eternity He has done 
whatsoever it pleased Him to do, only by choosing that 
so it should be. We cannot comprehend how God has 
done what it has been His will to do, because we our- 

B 
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selves are not Grod ; and only God can comprehend His 
own works. 

Some thousands of years ago it pleased Him to 
create this world in which we live, and the heavens 
which are above us. Whether there are other worlds 
besides this earth, and the stars which we see, we can- 
not tell. All we know is what God has told us respect- 
ing Himself, and the works He has created. All that 
we can do without a revelation is to make guesses as to 
what took place in ancient times, and as to the way in 
which thiugs came to be what they are. The only thing 
we are sure of, until God Himsefr instructs us, is that 
the world could not create itself. It must have had 
some Creator, or else it never would have existed. 

It has not pleased Grod to give us any very full ac- 
count of every thing that He did when He first made 
the world and ourselves. What He has revealed to us 
is as follows : — ^that when it was His will to make man. 
He first created an immense mass, or body, of what we 
call matter. It was that thing from which are made 
our bodies, the earth we stand on, with all it contains 
and that grows on it, and also the sun and stars above. 
It could not think, it could not move, it could not 
change itself; it was neither hot nor cold, nor had it 
any fixed shape, and it had no light to lighten it. We 
cannot comprehend precisely what it was ; all we know 
is, that it was that thing from which our own bodies, 
the bodies of all animals, the plants of the ground, the 
solid rock, the flowing waters, and fire flame and light, 
the clouds, and every thing that we see, or touch, or 
hear, were afterwards made by God. We call it a chaos, 
meaning that it was a dead, shapeless, soulless mass ; 
but what it would have appeared to ourselves, if we had 
been the first beings formed out of it, we cannot con- 
ceive. 

When Grod had thus created the matter from which 
He intended to make the heavens and the earth. He 

Sroceeded to shape it according to the pattern which 
[e had formed in His own infinite mind. Why He 
thought fit to make it precisely what He did, rather 
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ihan to make a different heaven and earth, it is impos- 
sible to understand. He did what He thought fit, and 
whatever He thought fit was best. 

The Bible relates the course which it pleased the 
Almighty to follow in changing the shapeless chaos 
which He had made into a beautiful world. He first 
created light. All hitherto was gloom and blackness, 
when, in a moment, a flood of light streamed throughout 
the whole, and utter darkness was no more. The Al- 
mighty Creator did but will that so it should be, and it 
was so. God then made a separation between certain 
portions of the chaotic mass, calling one part heaven, 
the other part being what we c^ the earth. On the 
earth. He next made a difference between what is solid 
and what is fluid ; separating the dry land from the 
seas and rivers, and preparing the whole for the crea- 
tion of trees and plants. By His almighty power He 
next called into existence millions and miUions of these 
various plants and trees, not making them out of 
nothing, but out of the matter He had already created 
and prepared. To every kind of plant, from the tallest 
tree of the forest to the moss upon the wall. He gave a 
power of producing others of the same kinds by flowers 
and seeds. Once created, each different plant was to 
go on for ages and ages, continuing to spread, as it 
were, by itself, though all were perpetually sustained by 
the same will of God which first created them. 

After this, the sun, moon, and stars, were formed, 
and made to move, together with this earth itself, in the 
courses along which they still run. The shapeless chaos 
had disappeared, and in its place the glorious sights we 
now see in the firmament above us assumed their pre- 
sent forms, and the heavens shone with ten thousand 
different worlds, many of them far larger in size than 
our own earth, but removed to such a distance from us, 
that only a portion of them can ever be seen by the 
naked eye of man. All this host of stars God made to 
move according to one fixed rule, which He stamped on 
every atom of the matter He had created ; He caused 
the sun itself to follow the same laws by which the 
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smallest stone or drop of water falls upon the ground. 
And thus, while so much else has changed, when we 
look up into the heavens at night, we hehold the very 
same sight of wonderful beauty which appeared on the 
first night which followed after the creation of the lights 
of heaven. And thus also the divisions of time were 
marked out for the use of the creatures whom God was 
going to call into existence in the world He had made. 
Then first there was day in every part of the earth on 
which the light of the sun shone, and night in every 
other part. Then began the first year, in which spring, 
summer, autumn, and winter, followed one another in 
exact order, lasting together about three hundred and 
sixty-five days. Then one portion of this earth became 
cold, another temperate, another burning with heat ; so 
that in those spots where the sun shines the lowest down 
towards the horizon the waters became ice and snow; 
and in those where it rises highest over our heads the 
air is hot and burning, and ice and snow are never seen. 
The moon also then first divided the year into thirteen 
months, each of twenty- eight days' duration, and ful- 
filled her office of supplying light to the earth when the 
sun leaves it in darkness. 

As yet, however, nothing moved upon the face of the 
earth. There was no life in this lower part of creation, 
except that inferior kind of life which belongs to the 
plants of the field. There was nought made to inhabit 
the new-born world, with all its glories and charms. 
The wisdom and power of God were then next exerted 
in filling the dry land, the waters, and the air with in- 
numerable creatures, to move to and fro, each in their 
proper element, and to be supported by the fruits of the 
earth. And most wonderful was the boundless variety 
which then came forth from the hand of God. With 
portions of the very same matter with which He had 
already framed the mountains and seas, the clouds and 
the stars, the almighty Creator formed birds, beasts,, 
insects, and fishes, so various in their natures, and so 
extraordinary both in their outward and inward bodies,* 
that the knowledge and wisdom of man has never yet 
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been able to reckon them all ; and every year that passes 
we discover new varieties and new wonders among 
them. Some were large and monstrous, both in the sea 
and on the dry land ; whales, elephants, and other gi- 
gantic creatores, which we still see existing, swam in 
the ocean and trod the plains ; and besides diem, many 
and many a monstrous animal was seen living and 
sporting in the woods, the valleys, and the rivers, which 
is now to be found no more existing ahve, but whose 
enormous bones remain buried beneath the surface of 
the earth. But yet more wonderful, the very air which 
covered the whole world, and the waters wherever they 
flowed, swarmed with myriads upon myriads of beings, 
so small that our unassisted eyes cannot see them, and 
it is only by the help of modern instruments that we 
know that they exist. And yet more wonderful still, 
ev^ one of these creatures, from the most monstrous 
dephant down to the insects which float invisible in 
the air and water, was not a mere solid mass of flesh, as 
it appears to our eyes when we look at it ; but its body 
was flUed with a kind of clock-work, like the bones and 
muscles, the heart, veins, and lungs of our own bodies, 
which moved, and lived, and performed a certain fixed 
service, just as we ourselves move and live by means of 
the machinery of which God has constructed us. And 
the same marks of the inexpressible wisdom and know- 
ledge of the Almighty He imprinted on the trees, shrubs, 
and flowers He had already formed. The miracles He 
wrought, in framing the burning sun and the innumer- 
able stars, were not greater than those He wrought in 
the smallest bud that grows in the field. Every thing 
that lived, whether plant or animal. He made to consist 
of a delicate machinery, so various, so complex, and so 
wondrously small, that generations and generations of 
men lived and died, and did not even know that it 
existed. 

And thus God ended the first part of His creation. 
He completed that very earth on which we live; He 
made the first of every species of tree, flower, fruit, and 
leaf — of every bird, insect, beast, and fish — ^which is now 
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found in the world ; He made them all just such as they 
are now, except that they were better and purer, and 
the animal creation did not destroy one another as they 
do at this day ; and upon every kind of creature thus 
created He conferred a power of producing fresh crea- 
tures like themselves; so that there has been no new 
creation since the first, but God has made each new one 
exactly similar to those which went before, and not, as 
at first, out of the chaos which He had created. 



Chap. II. The Creation of Man. 

But yet, in the almighty mysterious purpose of God, 
aU was not complete. All was made in vain unless 
some other being were added to the inhabitants of the 
earth, which should be like God Himself, and should 
offer to Him its love and obedience in return for the 
gifts He conferred upon it. God then made man. He 
formed a being, possessing not only the body and the 
life of one of the beasts of the field, to eat, drink, sleep, 
and move, but He gave him also a soul. That soul was 
unlike all that God had yet created on the earth. The 
visible world was not like God Himself, except that it 
bore the marks of His wisdom, power, and goodness: it 
was of a different nature from Him who created it ; for 
God has no body and no parts. He cannot be seen, or 
heard, or touched, in any way like that in which we see, 
hear, and touch the creatures He has made upon this 
earth. He is a spirit ; that is, a being which can think, 
which can understand, which can choose, which can 
commence working of itself, which can distinguish be- 
tween good and evil, between right and wrong, between 
truth and falsehood. The chaotic mass of matter which 
God first created could do none of these things ; it was 
a mere material to be worked upon by one greater than 
itself. And so, too, with all that God created on earth 
before He made man. It could do nothing of itself, 
except that the animals could move according to their 
own desires, and followed certain mysterious instincts 
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and feelings within them. None were like God, None 
were capable of knowing right from wrong, of under- 
standing who it was that created them, and of render- 
ing to Him that service which He dehghts to receive. 
This only could be done by a spirit created after the 
pattern of the Almighty Himself. 

Thus God crowned all His works by forming a being, 
partly like the lower kinds of creatures whom He had 
already made, and partly like Himself. He created a 
man, possessing a body fashioned like the bodies of 
animals ; and also a soul, which was not made from out 
of that first chaos from which his body and all the 
earth was framed, but which was called by the power 
of God out of nothing. The soul and body were united 
together, and God decreed that when the soul should 
leave the body, the body should cease to live, although 
the soul itself would live apart from its body. To the 
man thus created God gave the rule over all the crea- 
tures of the earth. He was their master and lord ; they 
were to serve him, fear him, be attached to him, and 
minister to his wants. They were to honour their 
Maker in the man who bore their Maker's image. They 
could not know Grod Himself, or love Him, or serve 
Him in any more acceptable way ; they were to wor- 
ship Him by worshipping the being whom He had made 
in His own likeness. But they were not to die for 
man's food : the first man lived upon the fruits of the 
field, and the earth yielded him her fruits in abundance 
and without pain to himself. Nor did they devour one 
another, but, hke the man whom they served, they were 
supported by the roots, the seeds, the frnits, and the 
leaves of the plants which God had created for them. 
All was Hfe, joy, unity, and peace, in the works of the 
hands of God. 

The man, however, was not designed to live alone. 
As the Almighty Himself regards all the works of His 
will with various degrees of regard and love, so He gave 
to the man whom He formed in His own image, a capa- 
city for difierent kinds of regard and love also. One 
kind of love was to be bestowed on the world in which 
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he was placed ; another on the animals who were arotind 
him ; another upon the great and good God to whom 
he owed his existence ; and another upon heings like 
himself. For it was not the will of God that one hu- 
man heing alone should occupy the faultless earth He 
had created. Multitudes were to spring from him, to 
love and serve their Maker, first in the state in which 
they were created, and afterwards in another and hetter 
one. Therefore Grod created a second being, a woman, 
to be, with her husband, the parents of unborn genera- 
tions of souls, all, like their first parents, to be after- 
wards raised to a nobler condition than that in which 
they were bom, and there to Uye for eyer. The man 
was accordingly thrown into a deep sleep by (Jod, who 
took from his side one of his ribs, and nrom it created 
a woman, whom He gave to be companion to the man. 
The man was called Adam, and the woman Eye. 



Chap. IIL Adam and Eve in Paradise. 

When the almighty Creator had thus completed the 
creation of man, the Bible tells us that He rested from 
the works He had done. That is, God ceased to create ; 
for in one way God ever works, every moment that 
passes. Although He had finished the earth and hea- 
vens, with their inhabitants, and appointed certain laws 
by which they should continue to exist, and increase, 
and multiply, and should seem to Uye by their own 
powers, yet it was only by the perpetual support and 
guidance of the same Grod who had first created them 
that they were preserved from destruction, and enabled 
to fulfil the purposes of their creation. It is the will 
of God which still upholds the sun and stars in the 
heavens, and sends them a]ong their courses ; it is His 
will which ^ves to the seeds of plants their life and 
fertility ; it is His will which has filled the earth with 
the children of Adam up to this hour. It was only by 
ceasing to make or create any new species of creatures 
that God rested from His works. The day on which 
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He thus rested, He set apart for a day of rest for man. 
He blessed the seventh day and sanctified it ; and thus 
His Clinrch in every age has set apart one day in seven, 
on which men may rest from their labours, and devote 
themselves to prayer and praise more than is obligatory 
on other days. 

The dwelHng-place which God gave to Adam and 
Eve was a garden containing every thing that was de- 
lightful to look upon and to eat of ; trees, fruits, and 
flowers, and all that could make life most full of joy. 
It was called a Paradise, and its name was Eden. A 
river watered it ; and it was to be the work of Adam and 
Ins wife to till the garden, and cultivate its fruits and 
flowers. But it was not in the possession of this Para- 
dise, with all its charms, nor yet in the society of one 
another, that Adam and Eve were to find their truest 
and deepest happiness. The soul which God had given 
them was incapable of being satisfied, except by the 
enjoyment of God Himself. Every thing He conferred 
upon them was to be enjoyed in exact obedience to His 
Will, and was to be loved, not for its own sake, but for 
the sake of Him who bestowed it. To Adam and his vnfe, 
therefore, Grod gave a knowledge of Himself, and of His 
holiness and glories. He communicated to their minds 
many wonderful and mysterious truths respecting Him- 
self and their own future destinies, which they could 
not have learnt by their own understandings. He con* 
ferred on them the gift of speech, and taught them a 
language by which they might converse with one an- 
other, and adore and praise Himself. What that lan- 
guage exactly was is not known ; but it is probable 
Siat all the languages now spoken among men are in 
some measure derived from it. So, too, it is not known 
in what part of the world the Paradise in which Adam 
Hved was situated. No traces of it now remain ; and 
though guesses have been made respecting its position, 
nothing has been handed down to us that can be re- 
Hed on. All we know is, that it was in that quarter of 
the globe since called Asia^ and in the neighbourhood 
of Assyria. 
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It was farther the will of God that the eternal hap- 
piness of Adam and Eve and their posterity should 
depend upon themselves, and upon their obedience to 
what their Maker taught them. Though they were per- 
fectly innocent when first created^ it was yet in their 



distinguish right from wrong, so they were able to pre- 
fer the wrong to the right. They were not compelled 
to do the wUl of God, though nothing could compel 
them to disobey it against their own wills. God also 
Himself supported them in this their first innocence, 
by His own presence in their souls. He as it were sur- 
rounded them with His own almighty Godhead, so that 
every thing they could i^eed in order to preserve their 
sinlessness might be granted them in an overflowing 
abundance. He also at times conversed with them, 
manifesting Himself to them in some wonderful man- 
ner, and communicating to them His will, almost as 
men now talk with one another. 

The means by which He tried their obedience was 
a certain tree which grew in the Paradise in which they 
dwelt, and which was termed the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. Of the fruit of this tree God forbade 
them to eat. The fruit was pleasant to the eyes, and 
seemed delightful to the taste ; but upon their control- 
ling their desires, and abstaining from eating it, de- 
pended all their future bliss. It was called the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, because although Adam 
from the first could understand the difference between 
good and evil, he had no knowledge of evil by his own 
experience of it. Every thing that God had bestowed 
on him was good, and his natural thoughts and actions 
were all good also. His only knowledge of evil was 
this, that he knew that to disobey Grod in the slightest 
degree was evil, and that if he tasted the fruit of this 
tree, he would disobey God. Thus Adam knew all that 
it was desirable for him to know ; for the knowledge 
of evil in any other way than he then knew it, is itself 
an evil. 

Disobedience to the command thus laid upon Adam 




As they were able to 
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was to be followed with instant death; that is, with 
spiritual or moral death, with such an instantaneous 
change in his nature, that the death of the body would 
afterwards follow as certainly as if it came me yery 
moment that the forbidden fruit had touched his lips. 
And, on the other hand, it was promised to him that, if 
he continued faithful and steadfast for a certain time, 
his present condition of trial should be ended, and he 
shodd be taken to a far more glorious and perfect state 
of being, in which he should see his Maker face to face» 
and in the contemplation and loye of His infinite per* 
fections should be blessed for eyer and eyer. This was 
the twofold nature of the reward which awaited our 
first parents; while, in their first state, though they 
were innocent, yet it was possible that they should sin, 
and thus fall into misery ; and also, though they knew 
God, and He conyersed with them, and they were joyful 
and happy, yet they did not behold God, or were filled 
with that boundless joy and delight of which the soul is 
capable when admitted into His immediate presence. 

Thus began the life of the first man and the first 
woman whom God created. The animals which sur- 
rounded Adam were obedient to him and gentle to one 
another. They were also made to pass before him by 
their Maker, and all of them received names from him. 
The earth gaye forth her produce without grudging, and 
labour was a sweet employment, and not a painful 
toil. There was neither sin nor sorrow upon the earth. 
Happy in one another's love and companionship, and 
in the favour and presence of God, it seemed impossible 
that a change could ever come over any thing so lovely 
and perfect, or that the works of God, which He had 
Himself pronounced to be very good, should soon be 
smitten with an overwhelming curse. 



Chap. IV. The Fall 
How long our first father and mother continued in 
their state of innocence and obedience is not known. 
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It is thought, however, that not many days passed be- 
fore the temptation assaulted them before which they 
fell. A tempter came in the form of a serpent. He 
enticed them to eat the firuit which God had forbidden 
them to touch, the heayy wrath of Grod fell upon them, 
and their state of joy was ended for ever. 

The serpent was, indeed, but the figure which was 
assumed by a spirit already fallen from holiness to sin. 
For man was not the only being that Grod had created 
after His own likeness. Biefore the world itself was 
made, but, as it is believed, not long before, multitudes 
and multitudes of spirits were called into existence by 
the almighty power of God, not clothed in fleshly bodies 
like Adam, or inhabiting this earth, but yet, like Adam, 
capable of sinning, though sinless when first created* 
Of these blessed spirits — angels, as generally called— 
some feU from their first state, and others remained 
obedient. Through pride in their own powers, Satan, 
with an innumerable band of his companions, rebelled 
against the majesty of God, and were driven from the 
presence of God by the angels who stood faithful to 
their allegiance. They were banished for ever from 
heaven, and from angels became devils, their whole 
hearts being filled with hatred and malice against God 
and against every thing that is pure and lovely in His 
sight. 

Thus abhorring God's will, and envying those who 
still enjoyed His favour, Satan could not endure the 
sight of the holiness and happiness of man. And as 
God in His wisdom permitted him to try the constancy 
of Adam and Eve, by putting evil thoughts before their 
minds, he took the shape of the serpent, and entered 
into conversation with the woman. Afraid, neverthe- 
less, to put the idea of disobedience boldly at once be- 
fore her, he commenced with an artful question, and 
asked her how it was that they might not eat of all the 



the drift of his question, replied that the forbidden tree 
bore a deadly fruit, and that God in His goodness had 
eommanded them not even to touch it, lest they died. 




She, not perceiving 
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To this the tempter answered, that God was deceiving 
them in foretelling such a consequence of their tasting 
the firuit ; for that Qod knew that, so far from causing 
death, it would add wonderfully to their knowledge, 
and tell them of mysteries which at present were hidden 
from their minds. ''You shall he as gods," he said, 
** knowing good and evil. You shall he raised at once 
to a higher state, like the state in which your Maker 
Himself is, and know what He has cruelly withheld 
from you." Upon this the woman hegan to hesitate. 
She asked herself whether it was possible that the ser- 
pent might be right, and that the punishment which 
God had threatened would not really come to pass if she 
ate the fruit Then, instead of turning her thoughts to 
God, and asking Him, whose goodness and wisdom she 
already knew so well by experience, to guide her in her 
difficulty, she fixed her eyes upon the fruit of the tree, 
and considered whether or not she should venture to 
take it. The temptation then grew more powerful. 
She saw how beautiful the fruit was, how delicious it 
would be to the taste, and probably saying to herself that 
it was impossible that any thing that looked so fair and 
sweet could really have the dreadful consequences which 
God had foretold, she plucked it and tasted it. Having 
done this, she offered the fruit to her husband, who 
perhaps was standing by, and had heard the conversa- 
tion between his wife and the tempter, without having 
the courage to interfere. The snare which had proved 
too deceitful for his wife, was too deceitful also for Adam. 
He took the fruit ; ate it ; and all was changed. 

That instant a horrible feeling came upon their souls. 
They could not bear the sight of their own bodies. 
Until now, conscious of an unspotted purity of heart, 
they had felt no shame in wearing no garments. But 
no sooner had the fruit passed ^eir hps, than a pier- 
cing sense of shame seized upon them. They shrank 
into themselves, and could not endure their natural 
nakedness. This, however, was but a token and con- 
sequence of the frightful change that had taken place 
within their hearts. In a moment they became afraid 
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of God. Before this, they had feared Him with the 
holy and loying fear of affectionate children towards 
their beloved Father ; they had dehghted to think of 
Him, to talk of Him, and to speak to Him ; while they 
looked forward with joy to the hour when they would 
behold His glories face to face. Now all was changed. 
The thought of God became their torment. They could 
not endure to reflect that He was nigh and saw into 
their inmost thoughts. They did not wish to speak to 
Him. If it had been possible, they would have fled 
from Him for ever, and passed their existence in follow- 
ing their own disordered inclinations, without a recollec- 
tion of His existence. That mysterious Divine presence 
in their souls which hitherto God had granted them, was 
no more. Their souls were left as naked as their bodies. 
Their minds were darkened, and the devil, to whom 
they had madly yielded, was undisputed master of their 
existence. 

But they could not thus escape from the judgments 
of God, though they had despised His words, and be- 
lieved that He could utter a falsehood. They heard a 
voice from God, and fled and hid themselves among the 
garden trees, as if God was like themselves, and could be 
shut out by the very works of His own hands. But the 
Lord God called Adam, and said. Where art thou? And 
Adam said, I heard Thy voice, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked, and I hid myself. He sought to deceive 
God with a lie, and pretended that it was from a praise- 
worthy modesty that he was hiding himself, and not 
from dread of the just wrath of God. Having com- 
mitted one sin, he made himself more guilty by keeping 
away from God, and devising excuses, instead of throw- 
ing himself upon the Divine mercy and asking for par- 
don and renewal. And God said to Adam, Who hath 
told thee that thou wast naked, but that thou ha8|; eaten 
of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst 
not eat ? Adam's excuse fell to the ground in an in- 
stant before the piercing truth of the words of God. 
But yet he would not humbly confess his sin, but tried 
to find another pretence for it by laying the blame upon 
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bis wife. The woman, he said, whom thou gavest to ^ 
my companion, gave me of the tree, and I did eat. He 
sought impiously to cast the bkme, not only upon Eve, 
but upon Grod Himself, as if it were 6od*8 fault that he 
had sinned, because it was God who gave Eye to be his 
companion. The Lord then turned to the woman, and 
said. Why hast thou done this ? She also followed her 
husband's example, and excused herself by saying that 
the serpent had deceiyed her ; as if it were not her own 
fault that she had been deceiyed. 

Then followed that awful curse under which all men 
haye suffered, from that day until now. God cursed 
the serpent, which had been the tool employed by the 
deyil in accomplishing his guilty purposes, condemning 
it to creep upon the dust of the earth. To the woman 
He said, that sorrow and seryitude should be her por- 
tion ; that in sorrow she should bear her children, 
and be ruled by the husband whom she had tempted 
to sin. To the man He said, that his whole existence 
should be turned into painful toil, that the earth should 
be cursed because of his sin, and its fertihty so much 
destroyed, that only by perpetual labour should he keep 
down the thorns and thistles it would bring forth, and 
make it yield him the support necessary for life. That 
death also, which the de^ had persuaded him would 
not follow upon his eating the fruit, was inflicted upon 
him. In place of being taken without death from the 
Paradise of bhss on earth to the full presence of God 
in heayen, after passing many years of toil and sorrow, 
his body was to return to the dust from which it was 
taken, and his soul to be giyen into the hands of Satan 
and his deyils, to be tormented in hell. The whole earth 
and its inhabitants was also yisited with the curse which 
destroyed Adam and his wife. The brutes of the field 
and all animals learned to kill and deyour one another ; 
the elements became disordered, and storms, earth- 
quakes, and pestilences, came to terrify and destroy 
both man and beast. 

Within the soul of man the effects of this one sin 
were eVen more dreadful. Adam and Eye were deprived 
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of that grace and presence of Qod which had heen their 
great safeguard, and had enahled them to control the 
natural desires of their flesh and their minds ; their 
hearts and intellects were also clouded, corrupted, and 
hlinded ; so that lust, passion, anger, pride, revenge, 
envy, selfishness, and every evil thing hegan to work 
within them. Grod Himself was almost hidden from 
their understandings, and they ceased altogether to love 
Him ; while the little love they retained for one another 
was easily overcome by the love of self, which now be- 



They were also driven shamefully from the garden 
in which they lived, because in it, besides the tree of 
knowledge, God had planted a tree of life ; a tree pos- 
sessing a certain mysterious power of giving immortality 
to those who ate of its firuits, so that, by the law which 
God Himself had made, they would never die. The 
Lord, therefore, clothed Adam and Eve with skins, and 
sent them forth from Paradise, and placed angels, called 
cherubims, at its gate, with a flaming sword, that turned 
and blazed in every direction, so that none should hence- 
forth approach or eat of the life-giving tree. 

Yet the justice of God was not so far provoked as 
to cast off the guilty pair for ever. Though He con- 
demned them at once, without mercy, to all the punish- 
ment which He had threatened, and though He thought 
fit in His incomprehensible wisdom to inflict upon all 
their children afterwards the same misery which He 
inflicted upon them. He also found a remedy for those 
who would embrace it He promised that after a time 
a Saviour should appear in the world, who would de- 
stroy the power which the devil had now acquired over 
the whole race of men, and who should restore to them 
all the blessings they had forfeited. He said to the 
serpent, I will put enmities between thee and the 
woman, and thy seed and her seed; she shall crush 
thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel. From 
the children of the woman was to be bom, in after-ages, 
a Conqueror, who would fight with the devil, and over- 
come Inm. The enmity between Satan and men should 
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continue as long as the world itself sbonld last, and man 
himself should have no power to escape from Satan's 
dominion ; and even when the promised Saviour should 
appear, He would suffer much from the malice and fury 
of the devil, who would lie in wait, and as it were bite 
His heel. But the contest would end in the crushing 
of Satan's head, and the delivery of mankind from the 
curse now laid upon them. 

And stiU further, though the original grace with 
which God had clothed the souls of Adam and Eve was 
stripped away. He did not quite desert them, or leave 
them to perish without hope. He afforded them such 
help, that if they would only bring themselves to seek 
it rightly, and would turn away from sin, and resist the 
power of the devil, they might still enjoy His favour, 
and by virtue of that victory over Satan and death, 
which the promised seed of the woman was to win, be 
finaUy admitted to His presence in heaven. 



Chap. T. Cain and Abel. 

On the day when Adam and Eve were driven from 
Paradise, which is now nearly 6000 years ago, began 
that life of man which, with certain outward differences, 
was precisely the same as we now live. The chief point 
of difference consisted in the length of life which God 
gave to Adam and his posterity for several hundreds of 
years. Adam himself lived more than 900 years ; and 
Mathusala, who came in the seventh generation after 
him, lived nearly 1000. But by degrees the lives of 
men were shortened, till they came to be what they are 
DOW. The kind of life which Adam and Eve lived after 
they were sent forth from Paradise, it is not easy to 
know. It was, doubtless, a simple pastoral life, in 
which agriculture was their occupation, and they were 
also without any of those arts or sciences which in the 
present daj make our existence so different from that of 
savage nations. In its simplicity, it was not unlike that 
of the uncivilised races which still remain in various 
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parts of the world. But although fallen and sinners, 
we cannot douht that Adam and Eve were penitent, and 
served God in all sincerity, while they possessed a know- 
ledge of God such as is never found in these times 
among savage races. Probably it was far happier than 
that of most persons until the promised Saviour came, 
though we can scarcely doubt that Adam and Eve must 
have home to their graves the bitter remembrance that 
it was through them that the whole race of their pos- 
terity was cursed ; and they must have mourned with 
deeper sorrow than their children would feel. It is 
likely, also, that the bodily strength and beauty which 
they had possessed in Paradise only left them and their 
descendants by degrees ; and that the diseases to which 
we are subject were introduced slowly among men, 
chiefly through their own continued sins and intem- 
perance. 

The most awful proof which they experienced of the 
power which the devil had gained over them, was in the 
conduct of their first-born child. He was called Cain, 
and their second son was named Abel. Cain occupied 
himself in cultivating the ground ; Abel was a shepherd, 
and tended flocks. It was on an occasion when they 
both offered special religious tervice to God, that the 
diaboUcal nature of sin thus appeared. Adam had been 
taught by God to make oflierings to Him of whatever 
he possessed, as a token of the obedience with which 
he must ofler up his own will and desires in order to 
obtain the favour of God, and as a figure of the sacrifice 
to be offered by the coming Saviour. On a certain day 
accordingly, Cain and Abel were performing this duty, 
i Cain offering the fruits of the earth, and Abel the best 
of the flocks which he possessed. The Almighty, how- 
ever, rejected the offering of Cain, because he did not 
offer it with a sincere heart. He did not sacrifice Atm- 
self to God, but expected to satisfy Him by giving Him 
his liches, while he kept his heart and his wUl for him- 
self. While Abel's offering, therefore, was accepted, 
God gave some sign that He refused what Cain gave ; 
perhaps a voice came down from heaven, or a fire con- 
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sumed the sacrifice of Abel, while that of Cain was left 
untouched and dishonoured. 

Then rose up the devil* s passions in Cain. He could 
not endure to see his own brother favoured, while he 
was neglected and rebuked. Yet Grod bore with him, 
and remonstrated with him, and shewed that he was 
only treated with justice, and bade him repent, and do 
better for the future. But Satan was master in the 
heart of Cain. He asked his brother to walk with him 
into the field, and then struck him to the ground, and 
slew him. The voice of God then spoke terribly to his 
soul, and asked. Where is thy brother Abel: And 
Cain pretended that he could not tell, and said that he 
was not his brother's keeper. And God said to him. 
What hast thou done ? the voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth to Me from the earth. Now, therefore, cursed 
shalt thou be upon the earth, which hath opened her 
mouth, and received the blood of thy brother at thy 
hand. When thou shalt till it, it shall not yield to thee 
its fruit : a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be upon 
the earth. Then Cain's soul was overwhelmed with 
remorse and horror at the deed he had done. He shud- 
dered beneath the words of God, and cried out in his 
despair that he would be struck dead by the first person 
he met with on the earth. Whether there were already 
other children bom to Adam and Eve, so that Cain feared 
vengeance for Abel's death from his other brothers, or 
whether he feared those yet unborn, cannot be said. It 
is supposed, however, that about 130 years had already 
passed since the fall, so that Cain might already have 
had brothers and nephews, whose wrath he feared would 
fall upon him. But God set a mark upon Cain, perhaps 
some trembling, or terrible appearance, which should 
at once serve to shew the greatness of his crime, and 
point him out as one whose punishment the Almighty 
had reserved to Himself. He seems to have lived the 
life of an outlaw to the end of his days. 

Of the other children, both sons and daughters, who 
were born to Adam and Eve, the Bible says but little. 
A son of Cain is related to have " bmlt a city mean- 



Digitized by Google 



20 



FAOM THE CRBATIOSr tO 



ing, perhaps, that be was the first who raised several 
houses near one another, the earliest abodes being more 
scattered and far apart. Another descendant of Cain, 
Jabel, is called the father of such as dwell in tents and 
of herdsmen, from which we gather that he and his 
family began the migratory life of those tribes in the 
East who possess vast flocks of sheep, goats, and cattle, 
and move from one part of the country to another in 
search of pasture, living always in tents instead of fixed 
houses. Many such still remain in eastern countries, 
and a life not very dissimilar is led by settlers in lands 
where, as in the earliest ages of the world, there are 
very few inhabitants, and the soil is not divided into the 
property of separate individuals. Jubal, the brother 
of Jabel, cultivated with success the art of making and 
playing upon musical instruments; and another brother, 
Tubalcain, was a worker in brass and iron. Perhaps 
the beginnings of these and other arts were first taught 
to Adam and his children by God Himself; but nothing 
is recorded on the subject in the Scriptures. It appears 
certain, however, that all such knowledge was gained 
gradually by the human race as it increased in numbers. 

One of Adam's posterity, Henoch, who came in the 
sixth generation, was exempted from the ordinary laws 
of mortality. He never died the death of other men. 
He devoted himself with suet fervent piety to the love 
and service of God, that after a life of 365 years, which 
in those times was a short life> God took him from this 
world to Himself. 



CsiP. VI. The Deluge. 

For 1500 years the course of the world went on as it 
bad begun. The population increased with rapidity^ 
and all the arts of life were cultivated. It is not known 
how far the people of those days had spread over the 
earthy or whether they had penetrated into Europe. If, 
however, we may judge from what took place in the 
time of Noah> at this period men had acquired no little 
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«kill in ship- building, and were accustomed to length- 
ened voyages. 

With ar.t and science, however, sin had also in- 
creased. Every generation added to the knowledge of 
wickedness of that which preceded it ; while every year 
the recollection of the knowledge of God which Adam 
had retained after his expulsion from Paradise was grow- 
ing fainter and fainter, and becoming mingled with all 
kinds of absurdities and superstitions. It seems that, 
from the days of Cain, there had been a marked dif- 
ference between his posterity and those of the other 
children of Adam ; Cain's descendants excelling most in 
skill and energy of character, and those of his brothers 
and sisters retaining more of the knowledge of God, and 
more love and obedience to His will. At last, the two 
races began to intermingle in marriage, the great beauty 
of the women of the more ungodly families attracting 
the regards of those who were bom of a purer stock ; 
until the whole human race was given up to worldliness 
and sin, and in one family alone was God served and 
honoured. This was the household of Noah ; though 
even here, as it afterwards appeared, there was one son 
out of three who was of unholy character. 

At this point in the history of the world, a terrible 
punishment was sent upon mankind. God gave a com- 
mand to Noah to prepare a large vessel, or ark, resem- 
bling the hull or body of one of our largest ships of 
modern times, to contain himself and some of all living 
creatures during a deluge which was about to drown 
the whole world. It was to be divided into three stages, 
or decks ; and as it was not designed for moving from 
one place to another, but merely to float on the top of 
the waves, and to protect those who were within it, it 
was roofed-in like a house, in order to bear the violence 
of the storms of rain which were about to descend 
upon the earth. Its length (at the smallest measure- 
ment) was about 450 feet j its width about 70 or 80 ; 
its height between 40 and 50. In size it was. therefore, 
about as long and as wide as one of the old English 
cathedrals, and rather more than half their usual height. 
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Into this immense ark Noah took seven of every 
kind of clean heasts, and two of every kind of unclean. 
The distinction between clean and unclean .animals had 
been made by God, as a figure of the difference which 
exists in His sight between souls that are defiled with 
dn, and those that are cleansed. Noah took also his 
wife and his three sons, with their wives and families. 
Seven days after he had entered the ark, the waters 
began to fall, and for forty days and forty nights it 
rained upon the earth. At length the floods rose so 
high, that nothing was left alive in the world ; man and 
beast perished together; one overwhelming deluge de- 
stroyed them all. For nearly half a year the deluge 
remained upon the earth, when the waters began sen- 
sibly to subside. At length the tops of the mountains 
were dry, and the ark was lodged upon a high land 
in the country of Armenia, now called Mount Ararat. 
There Noah waited forty days longer ; and in order to 
ascertain whether the earth was yet habitable again, he 
sent out a raven, which never returned. After the raven, 
he sent out a dove, which found no rest nor food, and 
soon came back to the ark. A week afterwards he sent 
the dove forth again, and in the evening she returned 
with a branch of an olive-tree in her beak, the green 
leaves shewing that vegetation was begun. Waiting 
another seven days, Noah sent her forth once more, 
and she never returned. 

Noah thus understanding that the earth must now 
be dried, and fit for him to dwell upon, came forth with 
his family, and the animals which he had taken in with 
him, and beheld the world all lovely and fertile as be- 
fore. Filled with gratitude to his almighty Protector 
for his wonderful preservation amid the wreck of all 
mankind, he immediately raised an altar, and offered a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving. And the wrath of God was 
appeased by the awful vengeance that He had taken, 
and He revealed to Noah that such a deluge as was now 
passed should never again destroy the world, bidding 
him look to the rainbow which follows upon the pass- 
ing storm as a pledge that the earth should no more be 
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overwhelmed by a flood. The rainbow was thus the 
first yisible token of the Divine love to man^ as other 
pledges have been given by God in after-days, as seals 
of the covenant of mercy by which He has been pleased 
to bind Himself to save those who seek Him. 



Chap. VH The "World after the Flood :— the Tower of Babel. 

It appears that at this time God first permitted men to 
eat the flesh of animals, while before the flood their food 
had consisted solely of the fruits and roots of the earth. 
Noah and his sons immediately betook themselves to 
till the ground, and among other plants cultivated tlie 
vine. Noah also pressed out the juice of the grapes, 
and, leaving it, it naturally fermented and became wine. 
Of this, Noah, doubtless knowing nothing whatever of 
the eflects that would ensue, one day drank so largely 
that intoxication followed, and he fell drunk and asleep 
upon the floor of his tent, without decent clothing to 
cover him. What followed betrayed with terrible force 
the deep-seated wickedness of man, even after the warn- 
ing which he had just received in the universal deluge. 
Cham, one of Noah's sons, finding his father thus lying 
inconscious, laughed at him with contemptuous sneers, 
md in his shameless folly invited his two brothers, Sem 
ind Japhet, to share his indecent jesting at their pa- 
rent's misfortune. Shocked, however, instead of amused, 
they reverently covered their sleeping father with a cloak ; 
and when Noah awoke, he pronounced upon Cham one 
of those awful judgments by which it pleases God at 
times to visit generations of unborn men for the sins of 
their fathers. Cham and his son Chanaan were declared 
accursed, and were to be punished by being made slaves 
and servants to the children of Sem and Japhet. 

The eastern parts of the world were now quickly 
peopled again with the descendants of Noah. But 
scarcely had another 100 years gone by, when a new 
and extraordinary proof of human folly and pride called 
for a fresh maniifestation of God's anger against those 
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who lift tbemselves up against Him, The men of the 
time, finding that the spot where they had settled after 
the flood was becoming too confined for their increasing 
numbers, proposed a plan for a general emigration, in 
search of new and fertile countries. Before separating, 
however, they determined to build a monument, in hon- 
our, not of God, but of themselves. The mere erection 
of such a structure was, of course, in itself, perfectly 
harmless ; it might even have been most praiseworthy, 
if done with a view to commemorate the origin of the 
whole human family, and the mercies they had received 
from their Creator. The sin of the builders of this 
monument lay in the object which they had before them, 
which was simply to honour themselves, to hand down 
to posterity their own skill, and wealth, and energy. 
From the very earliest ages we see men exactly what 
they are to this day. That very spirit of haughty self- 
satisfaction which makes the whole civilised world eager 
to raise monuments, to shew to posterity their greatness 
and strength, displayed itself in the erection of the very 
first building whose name and character is handed down 
to us from the remotest ages. 

Like all nations in a simple state, these men in- 
tended to make the size of their tower immense ; they 
said it should reach to heaven, and doubtless believed 
it would last as long as the world. It pleased God, 
however, not to leave them long in the delusion of their 
own greatness. He miraculously confused their speech; 
so that, being unable to understand each other's mean- 
ing, they could not possibly unite in carrying on the 
building they had begun. Until this time, all had 
spoken the language which God had taught to Adam. 
We can conceive the amazement, confusion, and shame 
which thus seized these haughty men, by imagining 
what would be our own feelings if, on meeting together 
some morning, every member of a family or a school 
should find that he could not understand his compa- 
nions, and his companions could not understand him. 
The tower instantly ceased building. It was called 
Babel — a word signifying confusion; its builders dis- 
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persed far and wide ; and at this day not a trace of their 
work remains. We can scarcely even guess whereabouts 
it stood. Their punishment idone remains in the va^ 
riety of languages which are spoken in the different 
nations of the world. 

From this period the history of the oible is almost 
entirely confined to one family, and the nation which 
sprung from it. And as no other histories relating to 
so ancient an^age remain, even if ever they were written, 
which is scarcely possible, we can only understand the 
state into which the descendants of Noah fell, from the 
accounts which are given us of this one favoured family, 
and of the circumstances which befell them in their 
intercourse with others. All other histories, also, being 
written by uninspired men, contain much fable mixed 
up with the truths which they do relate. 



Chap. YIII. Abram and Lot. 

It is in the tenth generation from Noah that the Bible 
again takes up the history of man, informing us of little 
more than the names and ages of those who came in a 
direct line, as father and son, between Sem and Abra- 
ham. About 500 years after the flood, Abraham (or, 
as he was first called, Abram) was living at Haran in 
Chaldea, when God renewed to him, in a most solemn 
manner, the covenant He had made with Adam imme- 
diately after the fall ; promising that in him — that is, in 
his posterity — ^all the nations of the world should be 
blessed, and that this posterity should become a mighty 
and numerous people. At the same time, as a trial 
to Abram' s faith in the protecting power of God, the 
Lord commanded him to leave the home where he was 
dwelling, and go forth as a stranger and seek a new 
home in the land of Chanaan. This very land God also 
promised to bestow at a future period upon Abram' s 
descendants. Abram, — the great excellence of whose 
character it was, that he depended upon the word of 
God, without a doubt, — strong in heroic faith^ and he- 
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lieving against all appearances, hesitated not a moment 
to obey, and, with his wife Sarai, and his nephew Lot, 
and all his household and possessions, journeyed south- 
wards to Chanaan. 

It was not long before a famine drove the wanderers 
away to seek ^sustenance in a more fruitful territory. 
Egypt at this period was become an agricultural and 
settled country ; while Abram and the inhabitants of 
Chanaan lived in tents, and laboured to increase their 
flocks and herds, who fed upon the natural herbage of 
the soil, rather than to cultivate corn and the fruits of 
the earth. When the scarcity, therefore, came on in 
Chanaan, Abram with all his dependants journeyed into 
Egypt in search of food. Knowing nothing of the cha- 
racter of the sovereign who then ruled in Egypt, Abram 
was alarmed lest the beauty of his wife Sarai should tempt 
him to put her husband to death, in order to make her 
his own wife. He therefore made her pass as his sister 
(as, indeed, she was his half-sister), saying nothing of her 
being married to him. What he had feared took place. 
Her beauty attracted the notice of the Egyptian mon- 
arch, and Sarai was taken, in a friendly spirit, to his 
house, where he would have married her, had not God 
smitten him &nd his household with sickness, or some 
other grievous torment. Struck with alarm, Pharao, as 
all the Egyptian sovereigns were called, remonstrated 
with Abram for having concealed the whole fact re- 
specting his relationship to Sarai, and dismissed him 
from the country with his wife, and the presents he 
had already given him when he thought him only 
Sarai's brother. 

To Chanaan Abram then returned. He was the 
owner of large possessions, which are described in the 
Scriptures as consisting of sheep, oxen, asses, camels, 
and male and female servants, or slaves. It is also said 
that he was rich in gold and silver, though it is not 
known whether gold and silver were yet coined into 
money, or were used in their natural state, in lumps, or 
gold and silver dust. He and Lot together occupied a 
spot near Bethel, where he had rested before his journey 
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nto Egypt, and where he had then built an altar and 
►ffered sacrifice. The patriarchal system still prevailed. 
Che head of each family was its sovereign and its priest, 
)0S8essing the supreme power over his kinsfolk and 
•ervants, and offering to God the sacrifices which were 
miversal throughout every people into which the race 
>f man had been divided. 

It was not long before Abram and Lot felt it to be 
lecessary that they should part, and occupy separate 
jpots of country. Their fiocks and herds multiplied to 
luch an extent that pasturage failed, and the herdsmen 
)f the uncle and nephew were perpetually quarrelling. 
They therefore agreed to separate ; Abram noWy permit- 
ing Lot to choose first where he would prefer to settle, 
jot, eager only for gain, and heedless of the company 
je would have to keep, decided upon migrating to the 
leighbourhood of Sodom and Gomorrah, two towns as 
lotorious for the infamous wickedness of their inhabit- 
ants, as for the delightful beauty and fertility of the 
urrounding country. There he settled ; and was soon 
tfter involved in the misfortunes which befel the people 
)f Sodom and their king. The whole country was di- 
;ided into petty kingdoms, each governed by an inde- 
)endent prince, or king ; and, as is usual in such cir- 
•umstances, was subject to perpetual quarrels and wars, 
^ot long after Lot had fixed his dwelling in Sodom, the 
M)vereign of that town, with four others of the neigh- 
jouring princes, was defeated in battle by four other 
allied chiefs, who followed up their victory by marching 
upon Sodom, which they plundered, and carried away 
its inhabitants. Among the rest. Lot was taken into 
captivity ; and the news of his misfortune was quickly 
carried to his uncle, Abram. Abram instantly armed 
all his servants and followers, above three hundred in 
number, attacked the victorious princes in the night- 
time, put them to flight, and set free his nephew Lot, 
with all the captives, who returned to Sodom. On his 
way back to his own abode, Abram was met by Mel- 
chisedech, the king of Salem, the priest of the One True 
Grod, who solemnly blessed Abram, and offered bread 
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and vine, as a symbol of that perfect Sacrifice hereafter 
to be offered for the Rins of men. 



Chap. IX, The Covenant with Abram, 

With all the riches and power which were in the hands 
of Abram, as yet he was without a son. Already was 
one portion of God's promise being rapidly fulfilled, 
and earthly fortune flowed in upon him on all sides j 
but still no child was born to him, and his wife was 
grown so old that it seemed impossible that he should 
ever be the father of the mighty nation which God had 
foretold should descend from him. Still Abram doubted 
not ; and the Almighty, who ever rewards with yet 
greater gifts those who employ well the graces He gives 
them, from time to time renewed His solemn declara-* 
tions, not only that Abram' s posterity should be in- 
numerable, hke the sand on the sea-shore, but should 
possess that very land in which they now dwelt as 
strangers, and should be the chosen people of the 
Most High, from whom the Saviour of the world should 
spring. 

On one occasion in particular, God confirmed His 
promise by a miracle which He wrought before Abram' s 
eyes. By the Lord's command, Abram had offered a 
solemn sacrifice, and at sunset a deep sleep fell upon him, 
and in a vision God told him that his children should 
be in bondage in a strange land for 400 years, and 
should then be set free, and take possession of the land 
of Chanaan. And when the sun was gone down, a flash- 
ing fire and smoke, the symbols of the presence of the 
Almighty, passed between the fragments of the bodies 
of the animals which had been offered, and gave token 
to Abram that God was there. 

Still no children were bom to him, and his wife 
began to doubt the fulfilment of God's promise ; and in 
her foolishness she thought she would cause it to be 
fulfilled in her own way, and gave her handmaid Agar 
to Abram to be his wife ; — for in those times men wero 
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often permitted to take more than one wife, and it was 
not till the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ that the 
rule of Paradise was restored, and it was forbidden 
ever to marry a second wife while the first was liring. 
Agar, however, now expecting to be the mother of the 
promised seed, grew proud and contemptuous towards 
Sarai, and forgot that she was still her mistress. Bui 
Sarai treated her with such severity, with Abram's per- 
mission, that Agar fled from her home into the wilder- 
ness, where an angel met her and bade her return, pro- 
mising her from God that though her son should not 
be the father of the promised nation, yet his children 
should become a great people, and should never be sub- 
dued in war. Returning then to Abram's house. Agar 
became the mother of Ismael. 

At this time, God made His most solemn coTenant 
with Abram ; that special covenant on account of which 
we ourselves, who are Christians, are called Abram's 
children, and which was the figure of that baptism by 
which Almighty Qtod now enters into covenant with 
His chosen people. Already Abram was close upon a 
hundred years old, when he beheld one of those awful 
visions of the Almighty which at times were vouchsafed 
to men* God is said to have appeared to Abram ; not 
that He shewed him all His infinite glory, or what is 
mysteriously called the face of God, for ordinarily none 
can behold the glorious fsce of God while they are in 
this worlds without being overwhelmed by His awful 
majesty^ But by some miraculous appearance God 
shewed to Abram that he was in the immeidiate presence 
of the Most High ; and while Abram fell prostrate oii 
the earth before his God, the Almighty renewed His 
promises* and revealed Himself by that name by which 
He signified His eternal power and godhead. God said 
to him, I AM by which expression He signified that 
He alone exists uncreated ; He alone exists bv His own 
proper rights and nature ; He alone existed from all 
eternity ; and from Him, and according to His will, is 
every thing made that is made. As a sign, or sacra^ 
mental tokeoi that henceforth Abram and his family 
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were to be accounted the peculiar chosen people of 
God, God also commanded Abram to circumcise him- 
self and every male person in his house. He further 
changed the name of Abram to Abraham (which means 
a father of a multitude), and the name of Sarai to Sara 
(which means lady or princess). Abraham then pleaded 
in behalf of his son Ismael, entreating God that he might 
share the blessings of the promised child, not yet born. 
Yet he pleaded in vain, for God would work out His 
own will by His own chosen means ; and He repeated 
to Abraham the promise that Sara herself should have a 
son, and should call his name Isaac. 

Again God conversed with Abraham. He was re- 
posing in his tent during the heat of the day, sitting by 
its door, and, it may be, pondering upon the wonderful 
promises of God, and wondering how they would be 
fulfilled, when he lifted up his eyes, and what seemed 
three men, strangers and travellers, stood before him. 
But though they bore the look of men, and seemed to 
need refreshment in their journey, either their heavenly 
appearance, or a voice in Abraham's soul, told him that 
they were not men, but angels ; and that one of them 
was the especial representative of the Almighty God 
Himself. He prostrated himself before them upon the 
ground and worshipped them, and then invited them to 
rest on their journey, and wash their feet, and eat and 
drink. In Eastern countries, where sandals are worn 
instead of shoes, and the great heat of the country fills 
the roads and fields with hot dry dust and sand, it is 
ever the custom to offer water to wash the traveller's 
feet ; and to perform the office itself of washing them is 
accounted a mark at once of honour and of affection. 

The angels then said to Abraham, " Do as thou hast 
spoken." And he went and called Sara, and bade her 
prepare a meal with all speed. Such was still the cus- 
tom, even with men of Abraham's rank, wealth, and 
power. The difference between the master and the ser- 
vant, the mistress and the handmaid, was little in com- 
parison with our modern habits. She, who was almost 
a queen, herself prepared with her servants the dinner 
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for the guests, and Abraham himself waited upon them. 
He set before them three cakes baked on the hearth, 
veal, milk, and butter, and stood by while they ate 
under the shade of a tree. 

When they had eaten, one of the angels said, " Where 
is Sara thy wife?" And he answered, " She is in the 
tent." And the angel said, speaking in the name of 
God, " I will return and come to thee, and Sara shall 
have a son." Which, when Sara heard, she laughed 
behind the door of the tent, thinking it impossible that 
at her great age she should be the mother of a child. 
And the Lord said to Abraham, " Why did Sara laugh ? 
Is there any thing hard to God ?" And Sara heard it, 
and coming out, she denied that she had laughed, for 
she was afraid, and thought that her laughter had been 
secret. But the Lord said, *' Nay, but thou didst 
laugh." And the angels rose up and departed, Abra- 
ham accompanying them some distance on their journey 
towards Sodom. 



Chap. X. Sodom and Gomorrah. 

On the journey it pleased Almighty God to grant to 
Abraham another of those wonderful favours with which 
He recompensed his devotion and faith, and the zeal 
with which he brought up his household in the fear of 
God. At a certain point two of the angels walked for- 
wards towards Sodom; the other, in whom Almighty 
God Himself was speaking, remaining with Abraham^ 
who stood in the Divine presence, reverently awaiting 
the commands of God. As they had been walking, God 
had already told him that an awful judgment was about 
to come down upon the guilty cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and that He was going to smite them with His 
heaviest vengeance. And now Abraham ventured to 
plead for mercy with the Almighty for his miserable 
fellow-creatures. He said to God, " Wilt Thou destroy 
the just with the wicked ? If there be fifty just men in 
the city, shall they perish withal ; and wilt Thou not 
spare that place for the sake of the fifty just, if they be 
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therein ? Far be it from Thee to do this thing, and td 
slay the just with the wicked, and for the just to be in 
like case with the wicked, this is not beseeming Thee : 
Thou, who judgest all the earth, wilt not make this 
judgment. And the Lord said to him : If I find in 
Sodom fifty just within the city, I will spare the whole 
place for their sake. And Abraham answered, and 
said: Seeing I have once begun, I will speak to my 
Lord, whereas I am dust and ashes. What if there be 
five less than fifty just persons ? wilt Thou for five-and- 
forty destroy the whole city ? And He said : I will 
not destroy it, if I find five-and-forty. And again he 
said to Him: But if forty be found there, what wilt 
Thou do ? He said : I wUl not destroy it for the sake 
of forty. Lord^ saith he, be not angry, I beseech Thee, 
if I speak: what if thirty shall be found there? He 
answered : I will not do it, if I find thirty there. See^ 
ing, saith he, I have once begun, I will speak to my 
Lord : what if twenty be found there ? He said : I wiU 
not destroy it for the sake of twenty. I beseech Thee, 
saith he, be not angry, Lord, if I speak yet once more : 
what if ten shall be found there ? And He said : I will 
not destroy it for the sake of ten. And the Lord de- 
parted, after He had left speaking to Abraham i and 
Abraham returned to his place.'' 

Meanwhile, in Sodom itself, the iniquity of the ia* 
habitants was rising to its highest pitch of frantic pafl« 
sion* The two angels entered the city in the evening, 
and were hospitably received by Lot t but, before the 
night had commenced, an uproar began in the streets, 
stirred up by the horrible desires of the men of the 
place; and they surrounded Lot's house, and insisted 
upon his giving up his two guests to be the victims of 
their ferocious passions. On Lot's refusing, the tumult 
grew greater, and the people were proceeding to break 
into his house, when the angels from within smote 
them with blindness ; and horror-struck, but not peni- 
tent, the crowd ceased from their violence. The angels 
Uien bade Lot gather together his family, and flee with- 
out a night's delay from Sodom, if he would escape the 
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yengeance which God was ahout to take upon the place. 
Lot, who, with all his weakness and his love of wealth, 
was at heart a man who feared God and helieved His 
word, instantly went out to call the men who had mar- 
ried his daughters to flee with him ; hut they laughed 
at him for his credulous folly. With the earliest dawn 
Lot then left t^e place, urged hy the angels to the ut- 
most speed, and accompanied only hy his wife and his 
two daughters. 

^at morning Sodom and Gbmorrah, and the whole 
surrounding country, were destroyed hy a flood, not of 
water, hut of fire. God spared neither man, nor woman, 
nor child, nor plant, nor heast of the field. One over- 
whelming conflagration hlotted them out from the face 
of the earth. From the heavens ahove, and from the 
ground helow, the flames hurst forth ; and when Lot 
looked hack again from the hills upon the country 
helow, he heheld ashes, fires, and smoke, as if the whole 
valley had heen changed into a raging furnace. His 
own wife also had heen involved in the awful punish- 
ment. Disoheying the words of God, which hade her 
flee without twrying to look hehind, she turned, and 
lingered, and watched the destruction of the scenes she 
had left. But the same judgment which smote Sodom 
smote her. Wrapped in the furious storm of fiery salt, 
her life was instantly destroyed ; and she sunk on the 
ground, or stood petrified, no longer a human heing, 
hut a " statue of salt." And to this day the country 
where Sodom and Gomorrah stood is the most fearful 
place in the entire world. A large lake, called the Dead 
Sea, thrown up by the convulsions of the earth, fills the 
spot where the guilty cities sunk ; the air is oppressive, 
and often so intolerahly hot and poisonous, that it can 
scarcely he approached; the waters are heavy, from 
heing mixed with nauseous salts and hitters ; and though 
it is possible to sail upon the lake for a short time, to 
hve upon it would he impossible for man or bird. The 
country all round bears the marks of an appalUng visi- 
tation of fire ; the springs that trickle down the rocks 
into the sea are foetid and sulphurous ; and its bottom, 
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when examined by soundings, shews that it was origin- 
ally a level plain and dry land. 



Chap. XI. The Birth of Isaac. Abraham's Sacrifice of his Son. 

In due time the promise of Grod to Sara was fulfilled, 
and Isaac her son was bom. Ismael, however, refusing 
his younger brother due respect, she urged her hus- 
band not to suffer him to remain in the house, and to 
dismiss the child and his mother to wander forth into 
the world. Harsh and cruel as it seemed to the father 
thus to banish his own son from his presence, and 
wretched as was the lot inflicted upon Agar, God en- 
joined Abraham to follow his wife's counsel, and Abra- 
ham obeyed. Agar departed with her child and a little 
store of provisions into a desert place, where hunger 
and thirst speedily seemed about to end their sufferings, 
and the mother, heart-broken, laid her boy down, and 
turning away that she might not see him die, lifted up 
her voice and wept. Then she saw that Grod, who had 
commanded her to be driven forth from Abraham's 
home a houseless wanderer, was Himself watching over 
her and guarding her, while all seemed most desolate. 
An angel called aloud to her from heaven, and bade her 
lift up her eyes, and shewed her a well of water, com- 
manding her to give the child to drink, and renewing 
God's promise that he should live and become the father 
of a mighty people. And her child revived ; and in 
after-time married a woman of Egypt, and became re- 
nowned as an archer, and as the father of the Ismael- 
ites. 

Isaac, the favoured and chosen son, grew up mean- 
while in his father's house. But it was not many years 
before the faith of Abraham was tried by a trial far 
more severe than any that God had yet laid upon him. 
On a sudden he received an order from the great God 
of justice, truth, and mercy, to offer up his own child 
Isaac as a burnt-offering. That very son, the son of 
his old age, from whom God had promised to raise up 
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the great people that was to be bom of him, was him* 
self to be slam as a victim in his childhood, and con- 
sumed by fire upon an altar as an offering to God. 
Tet Abranam's faith never failed. With his heart torn 
and bleeding, and his understanding struck with amaze- 
ment and terror at the awful methods by which God was 
working out His own boly yet mysterious purposes, he 
took his child and led him to the mountain which God 
had pointed out for the sacrifice. On the way there 
the innocent boy inquired the meaning of these strange 
preparations. "Behold, my father," he said, "here is 
the fire and the wood, but where is the victim to be sa- 
crificed?" And Abraham said, ** My son, God will pro- 
vide Himself a victim." And they came to the place 
which God had appointed, and Abraham bmlt an altar, 
and laid the wood in order upon it; and he bound 
Isaac's hands and feet, and laid him upon the altar, as 
a lamb prepared for the sacrifice ; and he stood in the 
presence of God with a sword in his hand, ready to 
slay his son. 

Then was the sacrifice complete. It was not the 
intention of God that the father should take his son's 
life ; it was his own will that he was to sacrifice ; and 
that he had now ofiered, strong in faith, and persuaded 
that, even if Isaac died, God could yet raise him up 
children firom the dead. There was to be but one hu- 
man sacrifice ever offered up to God, and of that sacri- 
fice Isaac was a figure or type. At the moment, there- 
fore, when Abraham stood prepared to strike his beloved 
child, an angel called to him from heaven, and bade 
him stay his hand, for that his trial was ended, and the 
Almighty God was satisfied. Lifting up his eyes, Abra- 
ham then saw a ram caught among the brambles, and 
be took it and offered it instead of his son. And once 
more God spoke to him from heaven, and renewed His 
ancient promise, that in his seed all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed. Near this very spot, eighteen 
hundred years afterwards, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ offered Himself upon the cross, a true and all- 
perfect sacrifice for the sms of men. 
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The days of Abraham and his wife were now draw- 
ing to their close. At the age of 127 years Sara died, and 
Abraham buried her in a caye which he purchased from 
the inhabitants of the country. His name had already 
become so great among them, and was regarded with so 
much respect and affection, that the people of Heth, to 
whom he applied for a spot wherein to bury his dead, 
besought him to accept it as a free gift. Probably, 
however, because he would do nothing whatever that 
might seem like a mingling of his own family with 
those of the neighbouring tribes, Abraham courteously 
refused the offer, and paid for the cave and the field 
where it was situated, and there he buried Sara. 

Hastening also himself to the same grave, he now 
made arrangements for the marriage of Isaac ; and again 
we see the care with which Abraham preserved his own 
chosen stock from intermixture with any blood but his 
own. He called his chief servant Ehezer, and making 
him a kind of guardian to his young son, he bade him 
swear that he would never suffer Isaac to marry a wife 
from the families of the alien and idolatrous Chanaanites 
among whom they were dwelling, and despatched him 
to seek a bride for Isaac from among his own relations 
in Mesopotamia. This oath was confirmed by a singular 
ceremony, in which the servant placed his hand under 
his master's thigh, and declared that he would be faith- 
ful to his word. 

Eliezer then departed with camels, and presents for 
the bride whom he should choose. He journeyed 
straight to the place where Abraham's brother Nacnor 
was living, and there, standing by a spring where he 
saw that the damsels of the town would come to draw 
water, he prayed to God to grant him a sign to shew 
who it should be whom he should choose for Isaac's 
wife. He prayed that whatever maiden should offer 
water for himself and his camels when he asked for it, 
she should be the bride whom he was to seek at her re- 
lations' hands. Scarcely had he ended his prayer, when 
Isaac's cousin Rebecca, the granddaughter of Nachor, 
a young and beautiful virgin, came forth to the spring 



Digitized by Google 



BK. I.] 



THE CAPmriTT IN EGYPT. 



37 



and filled her pitcher. And Eliezer ran and entreated 
her to let him drink. She instantly lowered her pitcher 
firom her head and eave him to dnnk, and offered him 
water for his camels also. And Eliezer's mind was 
filled with douht, joy, and surprise ; and he pondered 
in himself what to do. At length he asked the maiden 
her name ; and when he found that she was of the very 
family of his master's brother, all his fears passed away, 
and he felt conTinced that God had heard his prayer, 
and that Rebecca was the chosen bride for Isaac. Then 
he offered her earrings and bracelets of gold, and begged 
her to take him to her father's house. And she ran 
and told her family aU that had happened. And her 
brother Laban came out and welcomed Eliezer gladly ; 
and when they had all heard his story, they recognised 
the hand of the Lord in what had taken place, and 
Rebecca's father and brother agreed that she should 
become Isaac's wife. The day was ended with feastine 
and rejoicing; and Eliezer presented the gifts he had 
brought for Rebecca and her kindred. In the morning 
he prepared to depart, though they would fain have 
detained him a few days ; but Rebecca herself be^ed 
no delay, and they returned to Isaac. It was evening 
on the day when they reached the dwelling-place of 
Abraham, and Isaac was in the fields meditating. As 
they drew near he saw the camels approaching; and 
Rebecca catching sight of Isaac, asked who it was ; and 
when she heard that it was her future husband, she 
wrapped herself, as the maidens do in the East, with 
her mantle, and was presented to Isaac as his bride. 
She dwelt in Sara's tent, and Isaac loved her, and was 
comforted in her love for his mother's death. 

At the age of 175 years Abraham died, and was 
buried by his wife's side in the cave he had bought of 
the children of Heth. 



Chap. XIL Jacob and Esau. 

It was not until twenty years after their marriage that 
any children were bom to Isaac and Rebecca. At that 
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time two sons were bom to them, twins; the elder, 
a strong, red, and hairy child, was named Esau ; the 
younger was called Jacob. As they grew up, a great 
difference appeared in Uieir tempers and characters: 
Esau loved hunting and husbandry, and was hot and 
careless in his feeHngs; Jacob was calm, calculating^ 
and peaceful, living more at home in the quietness of 
his father's tents. The father loved Esau the better 
of the two, and Esau often brought him venison from 
his hunting ; and Rebecca loved Jacob. 

On a certain day, by what seemed a most trifling 
domestic occurrence, the purposes of God were accom- 
plished in the two brothers in the most mysterious way. 
By the usual order of things, the blessing of being the 
father of the posterity promised to their grandfather Abra- 
ham would have belonged to Esau, as the eldest bro- 
ther. But he, in his reckless, eager fondness for present 
pleasure, little heeded the glorious distinction to which 
be was bom, and cared nothing for his birthright ; 
while Jacob, though far from being a faultless man, 
yet was more serious than his brother, and thought 
more of the future than of the present hour. On this 
day he was at home, and had prepared some pottage 
from lentils, when Esau came in, faint and exhausted 
from the fields, and begged Jacob to give him the pot- 
tage to eat. Sell me thy birthrieht for it, said Jacob 
in reply. And Esau, wearied and careless, and fancy- 
ing that if he could not get the pottage instantly he 
should die, and so his birthright would be profitless, in 
his folly and thoughtlessness agreed to the bargain, and 
eating the pottage, went his way, little recking that he 
was now become the younger son instead of 9ie elder, 
and had lost every blessing to which his birthright gave 
him a claim. 

Notwithstanding this bargain, there were yet many 
earthly advantages which still would have been Esau's, 
through that solemn blessing with which he expected 
his father Isaac to bless him before he died. Whether 
Isaac knew of what had taken place between his sons 
or not, does not appear from the Bible narrative ; but 
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it is certain that he had stiU a certain right of primo- 
geniture to bestow upon one of his sons, and this it was 
his intention to confer upon Esau, and not upon Jacob. 
In one of those mysterious eyents, in which man's folly 
and sin work out the hidden purposes of GK>d, and He, 
who from eternity has foreseen all the actions of all 
mankind, employs our frailties and even our iniquities 
as ministers to His will, the whole amount of blessings 
which would have been Esau's, if he had not sold Ins 
birthright to his younger brother, were transferred to 
Jacob, though at the same time with one of those bitter 
penalties which ever accompany the gains of those who 
prefer to do Grod's will not in God's ways, but in their 
own. 

Isaac growing old, felt that the time was come for 
him to bestow that solemn blessing which he had yet 
to give to his first-bom son. Already his eyes were so 
dim that he could not see, and every thine admonished 
him that his time of departure was at hand. He there- 
fore called Esau, and bade him go into the field, and 
kill him some game, and cook it and bring it to him, 
after which he would bless him in the sight of the Lord, 
before he died. But as soon as Esau was gone from his 
father, Rebecca, who had heard the conversation, re- 
solved that Jacob should take his brother's place, Isaac's 
blindness making it just possible to deceive him into 
mistaking Jacob for Esau. She instantly prepared a 
dish of goat's flesh, cooked in the way that Isaac liked, 
and dressing Jacob in Esau's clothes, sent him in to his 
^Either to appear before him as if he was Esau himself 
returned from hunting. Jacob, indeed, trembled at the 
thought of being discovered, and foresaw that if his 
^Either discovered the deception, he would receive a curse 
and not a blessing. But Rebecca bade him not be 
afraid, and said, " Upon me be this curse, my son." She 
also covered his smooth hands and his neck with the 
hairy goat-skins, that when his father touched him, he 
might suppose that it was really Esau, who was an 
eztraordincurily hairy man. 

To his father Jacob then repaired, and said: "My 
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father. And Isaac said : Who art thou, my son ? And 
Jacob said : I am Esau thy first-bom : I have done as 
thou didst command me : arise, sit, and eat of my yeni- 
son, that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac said to his 
son : How couldst thou find it so quickly, my son ? 
He answered : It was the will of Grod that what I sought 
came quickly in my way. And Isaac said : Come hither, 
that I may feel thee, my son, and may prove whether 
thou be my son Esau or no. He came near to his 
father, and when he had felt him, Isaac said : The yoice 
indeed is the voice of Jacob; but the hands are the 
hands of Esau. And he knew him not, because his 
hairy hands made him like to the elder. Then blessing 
him, he said : Art thou my son Esau ? He answered : 
I am. Then he said : Bring me the meats of thy hunt- 
ing, my son, that my soul may bless thee. And when 
they were brought, and he had eaten, he ofiered him 
wine also, which after he had drunk, he said to him : 
Come near me, and give me a kiss, my son. He came 
near, and kissed him. And immeduitely as he smelled 
the fragrant smell of his garments, blessing him, he 
said : Behold, the smeU of my son is as the smell of a 
plentiful field, which the Lord hath blessed. God give 
thee of the dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the 
earth, abundance of corn and wine. And let peoples 
serve thee, and tribes worship thee : be thou lord of thy 
brethren, and let thy mother's children bow down be- 
fore thee. Cursed be he that curseth thee : and let 
him that blesseth thee be filled with blessings. Isaac 
had scarce ended his words, when, Jacob being now gone 
out abroad, Esau came, and brought in to his father 
meats made of what he had taken in hunting, saying ; 
Arise, my father, and eat of thy son's venison ; that thy 
soul may bless me. And Isaac said to him : Why ! whq 
art thou ? He answered : I am thy first-born son Esau. 
Isaac was struck with fear, and astonished exceedingly ; 
and wondering beyond what can be believed, said : Who 
is he then that even now brought me venison that he 
had taken, and I ate of all before thou camest ? and X 
have blessed him, and he shall be blessed. And when 
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Esau heard these awful words, he cried with a cry of 
terror and anguish, and said : Bless me also, my father." 
But the words of the father were gone forth. He could 
not revoke them. He felt the hand of God in what had 
taken place ; he recognised in Jacob not only the father 
of the promised race, but the master and lord of his 
kindred ; and he could only promise to Esau that he 
should be rich and powerfal, and that in after-ages his 
posterity should shidce off the yoke of the posterity of 
Jacob. 

The hatred of Esau against Jacob now became in- 
BUf^rtable to Rebecca. He made httle secret of his 
intention of murdering Jacob as soon as his father 
should be dead ; and Rebecca, trembling for her beloved 
child, persuaded Isaac to send him away to her own 
relations in Mesopotamia, there to seek a wife, and to 
dwell till Esau's fury was passed away. 



Chap. XIIL Jacob's Marriages, and his return home. 

Jacob, thus an exile from his father's house, hastened 
to the country where his uncle Laban dwelt. His mo- 
ther, who had prompted him to deceive his father, was 
driven herself to plan a scheme for sending him away 
from her 'sight, and passed her old age deprived of the 
society of her beloved son. On reaching Haran, Jacob 
received a miraculous proof that he was under the 
special protection of Almighty God. Falling asleep, he 
beheld a ladder reaching from the earth to the heavens, 
and on it were bands of angels ascending and descend- 
ing ; a token to him, that though destitute of human 
friends, he was surrounded by the mercies of God, and 
that His angels ever ministered to him. At the same 
time the voice of the Almighty was heard, confirming to 
Jacob all the privileges of the birthright which Esau 
had thrown away, and promising to him that his seed 
should possess that very land on which he now slept a 
homeless wanderer, and an exile from his father's house* 
Awaking from his sleep, he cried. How terrible is this 
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place ! This is no other but the house of God, and the 
gate of heaven ! And he set up the stone which he had 
been using for a pillow, as a memorial of the vision, 
pouring oU upon it to consecrate it to the honour of the 
mercifvd God who was his guardian, and vowing a vow 
of obedience to the Lord. 

Arriving at the house of his uncle Laban, he met his 
youngest daughter Rachel, tending her father's flock, 
and immediately formed a deep affection for her. Re- 
turning with her to her home, he entered into an agree- 
ment with Laban, of the same kind which to this day 
prevails in the very country where this took place ; he 
undertook to serve Laban as his farm-servant, living in 
his house, but receiving no wages, on condition that at 
the end of seven years he should receive Rachel as his 
wife. For seven long years he therefore laboured for 
Laban in content : they seemed to him but a few days, 
because of the greatness of his love. But when the 
time appointed was passed, Laban made a great feast, 
and all the ceremonies of the marriage were gone 
through, when behold! Jacob found that Laban had 
deceived him, and that he had married Rachel's elder 
sister, Lia, who was as plain in countenance as Rachel 
was beautiful. To Jacob's complaints, Laban replied 
that, if he would serve another seven years, like the 
first, he should marry Rachel also, as soon as the seven 
days of the marriage ceremonies were over ; and Jacob, 
rather than lose Rachel altogether, consented. 

But Lia, thus married to a husband against his will, 
experienced the fate which her father might have ex- 
pected for her, and was neglected by Jacob, whose whole 
heart was with Rachel. G^od, however, had compassion 
upon Lia, and gave her six sons, while Rachel remained 
childless. At length, He also heard Rachel's prayers, 
and she bore a son, and called his name Joseph. Soon 
after Joseph's birth, Jacob determined to return to his 
own country, his fourteen years of service to Laban 
being ended, and he was weary of his situation as a ser- 
vant in the house of his kinsman. For a certain pay- 
ment, however, he remained six years more, at the end 
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of which time he determined to depart. During the 
last few years he had become so ricn and prosperous, 
that Laban had grown jealous of him, and Jacob was 
afraid that he would do every thing in his power to 
prevent his departure. Again and again Laban had 
taken every possible advantage of him ; but God had so 
blessed Jacob that Laban's flocks and herds had many 
of them passed fairly into his hands ; and now he dared 
not tell Laban that he was going. Accordingly, seiz- 
ing his opportunity, while Laban was away from home 
sheep-shearing, he fled as a fugitive from his uncle's 
house, with his wives, his children, and all his posses- 
sions. Rachel also stole her father's idol-gods, and 
carried them secretly away with her, saying nothing of 
the theft to her husband. 

Three days after Jacob's departure Laban heard the 
news, and, fall of astonishment and vexation, followed 
after Jacob ; and as the latter could travel but slowly, 
through the number of persons and cattle that he had 
with him, Laban soon overtook him. He earnestly re- 
monstrated with him for his flight, and asked him why, 
if he must go himself, he had stolen his idols. Jacob 
repUed, that he dared not tell Laban that he was 
gomg, fearing that he would have kept his daughters 
back by force, and that as to his idols he knew nothing 
of them ; but that Laban might search his baggage, and 
whoever should be found having them in his possession 
should be put to death. Rachel then hid the idols 
among her camel-furniture, and sat down upon it, and 
when Laban came to search, excused herself from rising 
up, under the pretence that she was not well enough 
to stand. Laban, believing the excuse, of course found 
nothing ; and when Jacob chid him for bringing a false 
charge of theft against his people, Laban was reconciled, 
and they parted friends. 

Jacob now proceeded on his journey, and as he came 
near his own country, he became afraid of his brother 
Esau's vengeance, and sent messengers forward to speak 
peaceably to him, and entreat his forbearance. But hear- 
mg that Esau was advancing to meet him with a band of 
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400 men, his fears were redoubled, and he divided his fol- 
lowers and cattle into two divisions, hoping that at least 
one of them might escape the violence which he dreaded 
from his brother. At the same time he sent forward a 
present of several hundred sheep, goats, cattle, and 
camels to Esau, hoping thus to win his favour. 

That night, when all his arrangements were con- 
cluded, being alone, another manifestation of the Divine 
favour was vouchsafed him. He met what seemed to 
him a man, who struggled with him, and wrestled with 
him until daybreak. The stranger, however, could not 
master Jacob, whose strength appeared too great for 
him ; yet, when the day began, he touched the sinew of 
Jacob's thigh with his hand, and that moment the sinew 
withered up and shrank. Still Jacob held the stranger 
in his gripe, for he saw that it was not a man, but an 
angel, who was wrestling with him, and that some won- 
derful meaning was hidden beneath the miracle. When 
the angel therefore said, " Let me go, for it is break of 
day, Jacob answered, I will not let thee go, except thou 
bless me. And the angel said. What is thy name ? And 
he answered, Jacob. And he said. Thy name shall not be 
called Jacob, but Israel ;^ for if thou hast been strong 
against God, how much more shalt thou prevail against 
men? And when Jacob asked his name, he would not 
tell him, but blessed him in that same place. And Jacob 
said, I have seen God face to face, and my soul has been 
saved." The whole occurrence was a miracle, to shew 
to the patriarch and to his descendants, both Jews and 
Christians, that it is the will of God that they should, as 
it were, wrestle with Him in prayer ; and that as man 
is conquered in a struggle by one that is stronger, so 
God will suffer Himself to be vanquished by those who 
say to Him in love and faith, " 1 will not let Thee go, 
except Thou bless me." It was also directly designed 
to assure Jacob of the conquest he would gain over the 
prejudices and anger of Esau. 

Thus signally honoured and protected by Almighty 

» The word 'Israel' means one who is a prince, or who pre- 
yails with God. 
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power, Jacob went forth to meet his brother. And 
Esau's heart was touched with kindness, and he receiyed 
J^ob with open arms, and clasping him about the neck, 
fell on his face and wept. In the afternoon, he returned 
to his own abode at Seir ; and Jacob following slowly 
after him, settled at Salem, in the land of Chanaan. 
There, however, it was not long before his daughter 
Dina was foully outraged by the son of the ruler of 
Sichem ; and Jacob's two sons, Simeon and Levi, took 
so Rightful a vengeance for the crime, that Jacob dared 
no longer stay in the country, but moved on to Bethel, 
where he settled. At the same time he purged away 
firom his followers the idolatrous practices which were 
frequently creeping in among them; for clear and strong 
as was the faith of Jacob hunself in the one true God, 
it is plain that many of those who were about him were 
in perpetual peril of falUng into the idolatry of the 
neighbouring tribes. Laban, his uncle, we have seen, 
had idol-gods in his house ; and even Rachel herself 
appears to bave set a superstitious value upon her 
father's imagts, and probably stole them' under the idea 
that she would be benefited by having them in her pos- 
session. Still, it seems that in all these cases the reli- 
gion of Jacob's kindred was not a rank and unmixed 
idolatry, or denial of the one only God, Jehovah ; but 
rather a vain superstitious yeneration for certain inferior 
gods, or supernatural powers, and such a regard for 
images as is forbidden to be paid to any created thing. 

At Hebron, Jacob once more saw his father, Isaac, 
who still survived in extreme old age ; and there Isaac 
died, when 180 years old, and was buried by his sons 
Jacob and Esau. Before this, Jacob had lost his wife 
Bachel, who died in giving birth to her second son, 
Benjamin. 



Chap. XIY. Joseph and his Brethren. - 

The sorrows of Jacob were now multiplied, and his 
diildren became his greatest affliction. Though he had 
gained the birthright, and was under the special pro- 
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tection of the Almighty, his life on earth was a monm- 
ing pilgrimage from the hoar when he fled from his 
faUier's house. Calm, prudent, gentle, and affectionate 
in nature, and full of trust in the goodness of God, he 
ever howed his head hefore the storm of affliction, and 
Hved in hope of that future world, where alone his trials 
would end. 

Many of his sons had already caused him hitter grief 
and pain, but now, when they were finally settled in 
Chanaan, they filled his cup of sorrow to the brim. The 
two sons of Rachel, Joseph and Benjamin, were objects 
of jealousy and dislike to the rest of their brothers, and 
at last Joseph's presence became so odious to them, that 
they resolved to be rid of him at all costs. The imme- 
diate cause of their passionate hatred was two dreams 
which were sent to Joseph by God. in one he dreamed 
that he and his brothers, who were eleven in number, 
were binding sheaves of com together in the field, when 
his own sheaf stood upright, and all his brothers' sheaves 
bowed down before it. In the other, he saw, as it were, 
the sun and moon and eleven stars worshipping him. 
Even his father was displeased at what he conceived to 
be Joseph's insolent pride, in thus fancying that he was 
to be obeyed by his father, mother, and brethren, which 
was the interpretation they put upon this second dream. 
Nevertheless Jacob afterwards pondered the thing in 
his mind, for we can scarcely doubt that Joseph's gene- 
ral conduct was as far as possible from pride and inso- 
lence, while his brethren, Benjamin excepted, grew more 
envious than ever. 

At last an opportunity came for gratifying their ven- 
geance. They were tending their flocks at a distance 
from home, and one day his father sent him to inquire 
how they were, and to ask if all was well with the cattle. 
But no sooner did they see Joseph approaching, than 
the devilish thought entered the minds of some of them, 
that they would kill him, and tell his father that a wild 
beast had devoured him. To this the eldest of them, 
Buben, objected ; and he proposed that they should cast 
Joseph into a neighbouring pit, and leave him, he him- 
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self intending secretly to take him out again, and restore 
him to his &ther. To this they agreed, and stripping 
Joseph of the coat he wore, which was of various colours, 
and had been made for him by his father, they let him 
down into the pit. Euben men went away on some 
business of his own, and the rest sat down to eat. Just 
then a company of travelling Ismaelites passed by, and 
Juda, who was one of the best of Jacob's sons, imme- 
diately suggested that it would be better to sell Joseph 
as a slave to these Ismaelites, than to leave him to perish 
in the wilderness. As all Uiey desired was to get rid 
of Joseph, and they had no wish to murder lum for 
murder's sake, this proposition was agreed to, and Jo- 
seph was taken up, sold to the travelling Ismaelites, and 
by them carried into Egypt, where he was again sold to 
Putiphar, a high officer in the service of Pharao the 
king. Ruben, returning and finding the boy gone, was 
torn with anguish ; and the rest, taking Joseph's coat, 
smeared it with the blood of a kid, to make it appear 
that Joseph had been rent in pieces by a wild beast. 
They then took it to their father, and told him the false- 
hood they had invented. And Jacob, tearing his gar- 
ments, and j^utting on sackcloth (as was the custom in 
those countries at a season of great affliction), wept and 
mourned for Joseph with all a father's bitterness of 
grief. 



Chap. XV. Joseph in Egypt. 

While anguish thus filled the heart of Jacob, and his 
guilty sons rejoiced in the absence of their brother, 
Joseph's lot was strange and wonderful. His abilities 
and singular uprightness, placed as he was in the midst 
of the idolatrous and licentious Egyptians, rapidly won 
for him the afiection and esteem of his master Putiphar. 
Though still young, he was soon advanced to the high- 
est post in his master's family, and became his house- 
steward and the head of his whole establishment. After 
a while Hie wife of Putiphar, a wicked and unscrupulous 
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woman, formed a sinfal passion for the yonng steward, 
who was remarkahly comely in appearance, and whose 
fair Mesopotamian countenance was as unHke the swar- 
thy, hard-featured Egyptian face, as his upright and 
pure mind was unlike their debased and selfish souls. 
In vain, however, she tempted Joseph to sin. She 
wearied him with her solicitations ; but the fear of God 
and duty to his master made him close his ears against 
the tempter; and, on one occasion, he rushed vehe- 
mently from her presence, while she seized his upper 
cloak or coat, and kept it in her possession. Then, 
boiling with rage and cUsappointed passion, all her feel- 
ings were turned into hatred of Joseph, and she falsely 
accused him to her husband of having used violence 
to her, shewing him Joseph's garment, which she had 
seized, as a proof of the truth of the accusation. The 
falsehood was believed by Putiphar, and Joseph was dis- 
missed from his ofiices and cast into prison. 

In prison the Lord was still with Joseph. The 
same sweetness and integrity which had won his mas- 
ter's regard touched the chief gaoler, and the captive 
Joseph was made superintendent of all the prisoners; 
and as in Putiphar' s household, every thing that Joseph 
did in the prison seemed to prosper. At length it was 
the will of God to set His servant free, and employ him, 
in the fulfilment of His divine purposes, for the preser- 
vation of his own father and the brethren who had so 
cruelly used him. In the prison with Joseph were two 
servants of Pharao, the chief butler and the chief baker, 
both of whom, for some offence, were committed to gaol, 
and placed by the head gaoler in Joseph's custody. One 
night each of these men dreamed a dream, which trou- 
bled him exceedingly, so that in the morning Joseph 
inquired the cause of their more than usual sadness. 
They told him their dreams, and at the same time a 
revelation from God shewed to him what the visions 
signified, and he supplied them with the interpretation. 
The butler had seen a vine growing, from which he 
gathered the grapes, and squeezed them into a cup, and 
presented the juice to the king. This, said Joseph, was 



Digitized by Google 



BK. I.] 



THE CAPTIVITY IN BGTFT. 



49 



a flign that the butler would be restored to his former 
situation. The baker had dreamed that he carried on 
his head three baskets, in the uppermost of which were 
all kinds of baked meats, which birds came and ate. 
By this Joaeph. informed the baker that his death was 
foretold* The erents justified the interpretations. In 
three days the butler was taken into favour, and the 
baker was put to death. Joseph himself remained in 
prison, the butler forgetting a promise he had made to 
intercede for him with Pharao. 

Two years more he lingered in his captivity, for- 
gotten by man, but reserved by God for His special ser- 
vice. At the end of two years two dreams struck terror 
into the heart of the Egyptian monarch himself. He 
saw seven cows, fat and b^utiful, feeding by the bank 
of the Nile, which was the great river of Egypt ; and as 
they fed, seven others, lean and ill-favoured, came up 
and devoured them. He saw also seven full and beau- 
tiful ears of com growing upon one stalk ; and then 
appeared seven others, blasted and thin, from the same 
stalk, whidi destroyed the beauty of the former seven. 
In the morning the idng summoned the most skilful men 
of his court, whose occupation it was to impose upon 
the credufity of their f4Mlow-countrymen by pretend- 
ing to interpret dreams and visions, and he asked them 
for an explanation of what he had seen. But they were 
confounded, and could give no interpretation. Then 
the chief butler's conscience smote him, and he remem- 
bered Joseph ; and he told Pharao how a young man in 
prison had explained his own dream two years ago. Im- 
mediately Joseph was summoned to Pharao's presence, 
and the monarch related to him his dreams. And the 
hand of God was with Joseph, and he saw the interpre- 
tation of the visions. The seven fat cows and the seven 
full ears, he said, were seven years of plenty about to 
commence ; and the seven lean cows and the seven thin 
ears were seven years of famine, which would follow 
after them. And he urged the king to spare no pains, 
during the years of plenty, to gather together such 
abundant stores of grain as would keep the people from 

K 
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starvation during the dearth that would visit the whole 
land of Egypt. 

lustandy Joseph's destiny was changed; from a 
captive lingering in a wretched prison, he hecame ruler 
of Egypt. Pharao could think of no person so fit to 
take the necessary precautions against the future famine 
as he who had foretold its coming. With all that start- 
ling quickness with which such changes are made in 
half-civilised nations, he at once raised Joseph to the 
post of his chief minister, a post which in the East con- 
fers a sovereignty over the whole kingdom, inferior only 
to that of the actual monarch. Clothed in rich gar- 
ments, with Pharao' s own ring upon his finger, and 
with a circlet of gold about his neck, the liberated bond- 
slave, the victim of his brothers' cruelty, rode through 
the streets of the Egyptian capital in solemn pro- 
cession, and assumed the government of one of the 
mightiest nations of the world. He married the daugh- 
ter of the priest of the City of the Sun, and was thus 
allied with that haughty hierarchy who held the highest 
rank among the various classes into which the Egyptian 
population was divided. Without delay he matured his 
plans for the preservation of the country ; and for seven 
years together built vast warehouses, and laid up enor- 
mous stocks of grain from the extraordinary abundance 
which for that period was yielded by the land. 

At last the famine came. Egypt and the surround- 
ing countries, as far as Chanaan, became barren, and 
the earth refused her fruits. No rain fell, or, at least, 
it was so scarce, that the Nile, whose yearly overflow- 
ings watered a large portion of all Egypt, and gave it 
the wonderful fertility it generally possessed, ceased to 
rise above its banks ; and not oidy the Egyptians, but 
the people from other lands, came flocking to the Egyp- 
tian minister for supplies of com. For some reason or 
other, however, which the Bible does not record, Joseph 
adopted a policy in distributing the com he had col- 
lected which entirely changed the whole state of pro- 
perty and taxation throughout the dominions of the 
Egyptian monarch. Instead of giving the com for no- 
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thing, he sold it to persons of every class, the priesthood 
alone excepted. The price he put upon it was such, 
that long hefore the famine was over, the whole nation 
had parted, not only with their money, cattle, and mov- 
able property in the purchase of food, but with their 
lands also ; so that the king was become the absolute 
owner of every thing in the entire kingdom. It is 
probable that, before this, the territorial system of the 
country was thoroughly bad, and needed a fundamental 
reform, and that Joseph seized the opportunity for ef- 
fecting, by means of the famine, the changes necessary 
for the prosperity of the nation. Having thus acquired 
possession of the whole land of the kingdom, he let it 
out again to its former owners, on the condition that, 
from that time forward, they should pay a rent to the 
king for it, consisting of one-fifth part of the produce. 
This was far from an exorbitant demand, and probably 
placed the whole population in a better position than 
they had enjoyed before the famine commenced. 



Chap. XYI. Joseph's Brethren come to Egypt. 

Early in the course of the famine, tidings came to Ja- 
cob's ears that com was to be sold in Egypt. Of the 
advancement of Joseph to the government of the coun- 
try, neither he nor his sons knew any thing ; for Joseph 
had no doubt taken an Egyptian name on his elevation 
and marriage, and to foreigners was known as an Egyp- 
tian, and not as the son of a stranger in Cbanaan. When 
Jacob, then, sent his ten eldest sons to Egypt to buy 
com, they Httle imagined who it was to whom they 



ew them in a moment ; and he adopted a device for 
gently punishing them for their sins against himself, 
and adso for securing a visit from his youngest brother 
Benjamin, whom his heart yeamed to see. He pre- 
tended to disbeheve the account they gave of them- 
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selves, and called them spies, whose real object it was 
to discover the present defenceless state of the country. 
And when they repeated their story, and told him that 
they had a father and a younger brother still left at 
home, he yet professed to beheve that they were spies, 
and put them all in prison for three days. Then, bring- 
ing them out of prison, he said to them, that to try 
whether the story they told him was true, he should 
take one of them and keep him a captive, while they 
went home and told their father, and brought back their 
youngest brother, in order to shew that they were not 
uttering falsehoods. Then their hearts smote them for 
the sin they had committed long ago against Joseph ; 
and they lamented over their wickedness, while Joseph 
stood by listening to their words, which, as they talked 
to one another in the Hebrew language, they little 
thought that he could understand. 

Still Joseph would not yields though his heart was 
moved, and he turned away from them and wept. Then 
returning, he took one of them, Simeon by name, and 
had him bound before their eyes ; and he then sold 
them the com they wanted, and dismissed them. At 
the same time he gave his own servants orders to put 
each man's money secretly into his sack of com ; so 
that when at night on their journey they opened one 
of their sacks to feed their beasts, to their astonishment 
they found the money there in the sack's mouth. Still 
greater was their amazement and fear, when, on reach- 
ing home, they found that every sack had its owner's 
money tied up in it with the corn. And bitter was 
their father's grief when they told him that Simeon 
was left in bondage, and that unless Benjamin went 
with them on their next joumey, they would have no 
more com, and must perish. 

At length the com they had brought was all con- 
sumed. Long did the heart of Jacob refuse to part 
with his beloved child Benjamin ; but at last he yielded 
to the remonstrances of his sons, and gave him into 
Juda's hands, who pledged himself to bring him back 
in safety. And they returned to Joseph, taking double 
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money, in order to restore the money they had found 
in their sacks, and likewise a present of spices for Jo- 
seph. On their arrival, Joseph's steward treated them 
kindly, and hade them not he afraid hecause of the 
money they had found in their sacks, and brought out 
Simeon to them. " And they made ready the presents 
against Joseph came at noon ; for they had heard that 
they should eat bread there. Then Joseph came in td 
his house, and they offered him the presents, holding 
them in tiieir hands, and they bowed down with their 
£Eice to the ground. But he courteously saluting them 
again, asked them, saying : Is the old man your father 
in health, of whom you told me? Is he yet livine? 
And they answered : Thy servant our Either is in healtn, 
he is yet living. And bowing themselves, they made 
obeisance to him. And Joseph lifting up his eyes, saw 
Benjamin his brother, by the same mother, and said : 
Ts this your young brother of whom you told me ? And 
he said: God be gracious to thee, my son. And he 
made haste because his heart was moved upon his bro- 
ther, and tears gushed out : and going into his chamber 
he wept. And when he had washed his face, coming 
out again, he refrained himself, and said : Set bread on 
the table." Then they sat down apart from the Egyp- 
tians, because the Egyptians despised the Hebrews, and 
would not eat at the same table with them. To their 
astonishment also they were placed in the order of 
their birth, from the eldest to the youngest ; and a por- 
tion of meat was sent to Benjamin five times as large 
as that which was sent to each of the rest. And they 
feasted and drank, and were merry. 

The next day they took their sacks full of com, and 
all departed in peace. But Joseph had ordered his ser- 
vants secretly to place the money in the sacks, as be- 
fore, and to put his own silver dnnking-cup into Benja- 
min's sack. Then scarcely had they left the city, when 
Joseph's steward overtook them, and charged them with 
stealing his master's cup. Frightened at the accusa- 
tion, they bade him search their sacks, and declared 
that the owner of the sack in which the cup should be 
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found should become Joseph's bond-slave. When the 
sacks were opened, and the cup was found in Benja- 
min's sack, rending their garments, and pierced with 
sorrow, they returned into the city to Joseph. And 
they threw themselves on the ground before him, and 



would not hear, and declared that he should keep 
Benjamin, and send the rest away. And when Juda 
vehemently, and with all the tenderness of a brother's 
heart, prayed to be permitted to remain himself in 
bondage, that Benjamin might return, and spoke of the 
misery which the loss of his youngest child would bring 
upon his aged father, Joseph cotdd no longer forbear. 
He commanded that all should go out, and no stranger 
be present while he made himself known to his brethren. 
**Ajid he lifted up his voice with weeping, which the 
Egyptians and all the house of Pharao heard. And he 
said to his brethren : I am Joseph : is my father yet 
living ? His brethren could not answer him, being 
struck with exceeding great fear. And he said mildly 
to them. Come nearer to me. And when they were 
come near to him, he said: I am Joseph your brother, 
whom you sold into Egypt. Be not afraid, and let it 
not seem to you a hard case that you sold me into these 
countries : for God sent me before you into Egypt for 
your preservation. For it is two years since the famine 
began to be upon the land, and five years more remain 
wherein there can be neither ploughing nor reaping. 
And God sent me before, that you may be preserved 
upon the earth, and may have food to live. Not by your 
counsel was I sent hither, but by the will of God : who 
hath made me as it were a father to Pharao, and lord of 
his whole house, and governor in all the land of Egypt. 
Make haste, and go ye up to my father, and say to him : 
Thus saith thy son Joseph : God hath made me lord 
of the whole land of Egypt : come down to me, linger 
not. And thou shalt dwell in the land of Gessen : and 
thou shalt be near me, thou and thy sons, and thy sons' 
sons, thy sheep, and thy herds, and all things that thou 
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years of famine remainiiig), lest both thou perish, and 
thy house, and all things that thou hast. Behold, your 
eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it 
is my mouth that speaketh to you. You shall tell my 
father of all my glory, and all tilings that you have seen 
in Egypt : make haste and bring him to me. And fall- 
ing upon the neck of his brother Benjamin, he embraced 
him and wept : and Benjamin in like manner wept abo 
on his neck. And Joseph kissed all his brethren, and 
wept upon every one of them : after which they were 
emboldened to speak to him. And it was heard, and 
the fame was abroad in the king's court : The brethren 
of Joseph are come : and Pharao with all his family 
was glad." 

And Joseph sent them all away with corn and rich 
gifts to his father, and conveyances to bring him and all 
his property into Egypt. And when Jacob heard that 
Joseph was ruler over all Egypt, he cried, " It is enough, 
if Joseph my son is yet alive ; I will go and see him, 
before I die.'* And he, and all his sons and his daugh- 
ters, and his grandchildren, and his servants, went down 
into Egypt. And Joseph met him in Gessen, and fell 
on his neck, and they wept together. And the whole 
family of Jacob, now called Israehtes, were settled by 
Joseph in Gessen, a separate division of the kingdom 
of Egypt, because they were shepherds by occupation, 
and die prejudices and pride of the Egyptian people 
made them despise all whose calling it was to feed cat- 
tle. There they were supported by Joseph as long as 
the famine lasted. There also Jacob died, at a great 
age, having called together his twelve sons, and from 
Ins death-bed pronounced a blessing upon them, adding 
prophecies of &ture punishment and condemnations for 
past sins in the case of some of them, and specially 
foretelling that the sceptre of a national existence should 
not depart from the children of Juda until the promised 
Redeemer was bom from among them. His sons car- 
ried his body into Chanaan, and buried him in the 
burying-place where Abraham and Sara were buried. 
Joseph himself died at the age of 110 years, first bind- 
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ing his kindred by an oath, that whensoevCT they should 
leave Egypt, they should cairy his bones with them. 



Chap. XVII. The History of Job. 

Thus ends the first great portion of the history of man- 
kind and of the chosen people of God. The Bible, how- 
ever, records the piety, trials, and rewards of another o£ 
the ancient patriarchs, who hved in the East about this 
period, or at a somewhat eariier date. In a part of 
Edom called Huz, resided a chief or prince named Job, 
whose piety was in striking contrast to the licentious- 
ness and idolatry of the general inhabitants of the coun- 
try. His riches were very great ; he had a lai^e family 
of sons and daughters ; and in every respect was one 
of the most prosperous of men. At length Satan was 
permitted by God to tempt Job's patience to the utter- 
most, by heaping upon him every calamity, short of ac- 
tual death, which his malice could devise. Yet Job was 
prepared for the snares that the enemy of his soul was 
devising for him ; for it is said that he continually of- 
fered up sacrifices to God on behalf of his children, fear- 
ing that, in the excitement of their worldly prosperity 
and pleasure, they should be forgetting God, and draw- 
ing down His wrath upon them. And thus, when the 
hand of God was laid upon him, and Satan strove to 
bring him to blaspheme God in wrath because of his 
afflictions. Job's soul was already strengthened ; his 
prayers returned into his own bosom ; and God, who 
suffered Satan to tempt him, suffered him not to tempt 
him beyond his strength to bear. 

First, all his property was destroyed; plunderers 
seized his oxen, camels, and asses, and slew his ser- 
vants ; and lightnings struck his sheep. Then his sons 
and daughters were killed by a tempest, which shattered 
the house where they were feasting, and crushed them 
all to death ; and lastly, thinking that by this crowning 
misery he should bring Job to rebel against the goodness 
of God, Satan obtained leave to smite him with a loath- 



Digitized by Google 



BK. I.] THE CAPTIVITT IN BeYFT. 57 

some disease, which corered him with ulcers from head 
to foot. Yet Joh murmured not, though the wife of his 
bosom hecame his chief tormentor, and mocked at him 
for what she called his weak simplicity, and bade him 
curse God and die. Stripped of his wealth, and loath- 
some in his body through his sickness, he sat upon the 
ground, and was yisited by three of his friends. Their 
comfort, however, was such as to add only to his mi- 
sery; instead of binding up the wounds of the soul, 
which the hand of God had inflicted, they aggravated 
his sufferings by imputing them all to his great guilt ; 
and argued with him, day after day, urging him to ad- 
mit that it was as they said. But Job, though bitterly 
lamenting his miseries and the day when he was bom, 
and confessing the greatness and holiness of God, and 
the sinfulness and nothingness of man, maintained his 
own integrity and uprightness of heart. This he did, 
not in pride, or denying that he was a sinner, but 
against the false accusations of utter ungodliness which 
lus Mends laid to his charge. Then a fourth friend 
came, and though angry with the three former accusers 
of Job, still he blamed Job, and condemned him for as- 
serting his innocence. 

At length God himself spoke, and, in a miraculous 
voice, condemned the accusers of His faithful servant ; 
and while He declared His own almighty power and 
majesty, and the nothingness of man. He vindicated Job 
from the charges brought against him ; and, in return 
for the steadfastness with which he had held fast to his 
duty in the midst of such bitter calamities, gave him 
large possessions, a numerous family, and a great repu- 
tation among his fellow-countrymen. 

A large portion of the Book of Job is written in verse 
in the original Hebrew ; and scarcely any part of the 
whole of Scripture contains more wonderful or instruc- 
tive descriptions of the greatness and glory of God in 
His visible creation. It is to be remarked also, that on 
one of the occasions in which Job replies to his friends' 
harsh charges, he declares his belief, not only in a future 
state of happiness, but in the resurrection of the body 
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also ; declaring that, through the power of a Redeemer, 
he should in ^ flesh see God. " I know that my Re- 
deemer hveth," he said ; " and in the last day I shall 
rise out of the earth. And I shall he clothed again with 
my skin, and in my flesh I shall see my God : whom 
I myself shall see ; and my eyes shall behold, and not 
anomer.'* 
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Chap. L The Birth of Mosei, and his Mission to the Israelites. 

Many years after Joseph's death, the affairs of his kin- 
dred underwent a total change. The king who now sat 
on the throne of Egypt, and who, like the other Egyptian 
monarchs, was called Pharao, ahhorred the Israelites as 
much as the Pharao who had heen Joseph's friend had 
respected them. The natural disHke of the Egyptian 
people to a shepherd race broke forth as violently as 
ever, and nothing could exceed the misery to which the 
children of Israel were reduced. And the more they in- 
creased in numbers, the more jealous of their prospe- 
rity and strength were Pharao and his subjects, dreading 
lest they should take part with any foreign people who 
might invade Egypt. Tet they would not consent to 
theur leaving Egypt in peace, but preferred retaining 
them as slaves ; and they sought to reduce their num- 
bers to a less formidable amount by all kinds of cruelty. 
Pharao set them to build various immense public works 
and new cities ; tormenting them still more by forcing 
them to toil beyond their strength in brickmaking and 
other laborious tasks. Still all was vain. The more the 
Israelites were persecuted, the more quickly they mul- 
tipHed, till at laist P]^arao resolved to have every new- 
bom male child thrown into the river Nile. 

At this time a child was bom to a woman of the 
tribe, or descendants, of Levi, one of the twelve sons of 
Jacob, who contrived to hide her infant from his mur- 
derers for three months. At length, when she could 
conceal him no longer, she made a Httle basket of bul- 
rushes, and put the babe in it, and laid him gently 
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down among the water-plants that grew by the river's 
bank. His sister also, who was several years older, 
was stationed hard by, to watch and see what would 
become of the child. By and by the king's daughter 
and her maidens came down to bathe, and found the 
child lying in the basket. Her heart was touched with 
pity, for she guessed that the babe must belong to one 
of the Hebrew women ; and while she was looking at 
it, the child's sister, who had seen all that had passed, 
came up and begged to be allowed to call a Hebrew wo- 
man to be the child's nurse. To this Pharao's daugh- 
ter consented^ and the girl ran and called her own mo- 
ther. When the mother was come, tlie king's daughter, 
not knowing that the child's mother was before her, 
gave him to her to nurse, and adopted him as her own 
child, caUing him by the name of Moses, which sig- 
nifies one who is taken out of the water* When Moses 
was grown up, his mother returned him to the king's 
daughter ; and he lived under her protection, favoured 
and prosperous, while all his fellow-countrymen were 
persecuted and in misery. 

An occasion soon offered on which he shewed that 
his heart was with his suffering kindred, notwithstand- 
ing all the luxuries he enjoyed in Pharao's house. He 
one day saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew; and in 
his in(&gnation at the tyranny, for the Hebrew dared 
not resist, he struck the Egyptian and slew him, think- 
ing no one was near. The next day he saw two of his 
own fellow-countrymen quarrelling, and tried to recon- 
cile them ; when the man who was in the wrong said, 
" Wilt thou kill me, as thou didst the Egyptian yester- 
day?" Hearing this, Moses was filled with fear, find- 
ing that what he had done had got abroad. Pharao 
also heard the story, and would have killed Moses in 
return, had he not fled instantly from the palace and 
taken refuge in a distant countiy, the land of Madian, 
where he married the daughter of Jethro, the priest of 
the country, and undertook the duties of a shepherd to 
his father-in-law. 

At length the time came when it was the will of 
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God to deliver Mb people from their captivity. Moses 
was grown old in the service of his father-in-law, whose 
flocks he continued to tend, when one day, driving the 
sheep into the inner parts of the desert country, to a 
mountain called Horeh, a wonderM sight met his eyes. 
He saw a hush huming with fire, yet not consumed. 
And as he went near to see what could he the cause of 
the wonder, a voice called him hy name from the midst 
of the flame. And when Moses replied, the voice bade 
him put his shoes ofl* his feet (which is the Eastern way 
of shewing respect), because the place on which he stood 
was holy. Then the voice, which was the voice of Grod, 
spoke again to him and said, I am the God of thy fa* 
thers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he durst 
not look while God manifested Himself to him. Then 
the Lord said to him, that He had pity upon His people 
in Egypt, and would deliver them from their oppressorsi 
and He bade Moses go himself and be their ddiverer. 

But Moses trembled at the thought of the duty thus 
laid upon him, and said, " Who am I, that I should go 
to Pharao, and bring forth the children of Israel out of 
Egypt ? I shall go to them and say. The God of your 
Others hath sent me. And if they say, What is His 
name? what shall I say to them? The knowledge 
which the IsraeHtes had retained of the true God was 
still so much mixed up with false ideas of other gods, 
that Moses foresaw that wJien he told his countrymen 
that the God of their fathers had sent him, they would 
suppose that this was some new god, or some one god 
more powerful than the rest, and would demand to know 
his proper name. And God repHed to him, by declar- 
ing His eternal power and godhead, as He had before 
done to Abraham. He spoke of Himself by those aw* 
fill words, which mean that God has no need of any 
name to distinguish Him from other gods, for that He 
alone is God. He said to Moses, *' I am who am. 
Thus shalt thou say to the children of Israel, He vitho 
18 hath sent me to you." At the same time He fore- 
told to him that Pharao would not heed his words, and 
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that not until God had amitten Egypt with many ter- 
rible punishments would the Egyptians let the Israelites 
go £ree; but that at last they should even drive them 
forth, with presents of gold and silver and jewels. 

Still Moses was afraid, and foresaw that his country- 
men and the Egyptians would not believe what he should 
say to them. God, therefore, vouchsafed a miracle to 
convince him, and as a pledge of the miracles whioh he 
himself should work in the land of Egypt. He bade 
Moses cast the rod he carried in his hand upon the 
ground ; and in an instant it was changed into a ser- 
pent. Then He bade him take it up again ; and as he 
took it in his hand it was turned into a rod. And 
again the Lord said. Put thy hand into thy bosom; 
and Moses put it into his bosom, and brought it out 
white with the disease called the leprosy. And God 
said. Put it back into thy bosom ; and he brought it 
out again healed from the disease. And with these and 
with another miracle, by which water would be turned 
into blood, the almighty Deliverer of His people pro- 
mised to uphold His servant Moses, and to compel the 
haughty Pharao to let them depart from their bondage. 
Then Moses returned, and took his wife and his sons 
who had been bom to him, and with the rod in his 
hand he returned into Egypt. And as he came near, 
he was met by his brother Aaron, who was eloquent in 
speech, and who was therefore appointed by God to be 
the companion of Moses in his interviews with Pharao, 
because Moses himself was slow in speaking ; and they 
went together and called the chief men among the Is- 
raelites, and related what God had said to Moses, and 
Moses repeated the miracles which God had wrought in 
Horeb to convince them. And they believed, and fell 
down, and adored the Lord. 



Chap. II. The Plagues of Eg^pt, and the Departure of the 



Then Moses and Aaron went and demanded to see 
Pharao, and they said to him, Let My people go, that 
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they may sacrifice to Me in the desert But Pharao 
laughed at their presumption, and bade them go to their 
own labours, instead of hindering the people from their 
appointed tasks. He was also so irritated at their in- 
teHerence that he gave orders for making the sufferings 
of the Israelites more severe than ever ; and they were 
now compelled themselves to find the straw which they 
employed in making bricks, at the same time that they 
were bound to deliver in the same number of bricks to 
their taskmasters as when the straw was found for them. 
This had the effect of rousing the anger of the Israelites 
against Moses and Aaron, and they laid upon them the 
blame of all this fresh cruelty they had to endure. 

The Lord then bade Moses and Aaron commence 
the terrible plagues with which He was about to punish 
the obstinacy of Pharao and the Egyptians. They went 
to Pharao, and first displayed before him the divine 
power with which they were entrusted, by changing the 
rod of Aaron 'into a serpent before him. In those times 
the art of magic was practised, as now, in heathen na- 
tions ; and in some cases it pleased God to allow magi- 
cians and wizards to perform real miracles, through &e 
power of the devil, whose servants they were. On the 
present occasion the magicians of Egypt were summoned 
by Pharao to his presence, to meet Moses, and to reply 
to his miracles by their diabolical magic. When Moses, 
then, took Aaron's rod, and changed it into a serpent, 
these men took rods of their own, and did the same. 
But the power of Qod to control the workings of dia- 
bolical wickedness was instantly shewn by a second 
miracle, and the serpent which had sprung from Aa« 
ron's rod devoured those of the magicians. But Pharao's 
heart was hardened, and he remained obstinate in his 
disobedience. 

The next day Moses and Aaron met him by the river's 
bank ; and Aaron, with his rod uplifted, struck the water 
in the king's presence, and in a moment it became a 
torrent of blood. But the magicians again did the same 
with their enchantments, and the kings heart was still 
hardened. 
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Seven days afterwards, a second plague was sent 
upon him. An innumerable multitude of frogs sprung 
up from tlie river, and filled the houses of all the people, 
fh)m the king's palace downwards, swarming into their 
beds, and over their tables, and over their very food 
itself. And the magicians did the same; but Pharao 
was now moved, and called Moses and Aaron, and pro- 
mised that the Israelites should depart, if they would 
only drive the frogs away. This, therefore, they did ; 
but so soon as the plague was ceased, Pharao returned 
to his wickedness, and refused to suffer the people to go. 

Plague then followed plague, as Pharao again and 
again promised to permit the Israelites to leave the 
country, and again and again broke his word the mo- 
ment Uie plague was taken away. Countless swarms 
of lice and of flies infested the air, and tormented 
the bodies of man and beast; a murrain fell upon 
the cattle of every kind, and destroyed them in im- 
mense numbers, while the cattle of the children of 
Israel remained untouched ; a disease of boils broke out 
upon the bodies of the Egyptians ; storms of hail, rain, 
and lightning destroyed the crops of com throughout 
the land; and locusts came and ate up every green 
thing that the hail had spared; and lastly, a great 
plaguei, a supernatural darkness, which left light in the 
houses of the Israelites alone, displayed the awful power 
of that God against whom the king of Egypt and hia 
people were madly contending. 

At length, the final judgment was to come down upon 
the heads of the guilty nation. At a certain hour Moses 
foretold to Pharao that the first-bom of every Egyptian 
family, even down to the eldest of every species of beast, 
should suddenly die. In the mean time, by the special 
directions of the Almighty, Moses gave orders to the 
Israelites to make ready for their departure in a moment. 
They were to take in every family a lamb without spot, 
and to eat it with bitter herbs and unleavened bread, 
and with their garments girded round them, and with 
their staves in their hands, as tokens of the haste with 
which this mysterious feast was to be celebrated by men 
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on the point of starting for a journey. For seven days 
also previous to the feast they were to put away all 
leaven from their houses, and to eat unleavened bread 
alone, as a token of that purification of the soul from, 
all mixture of sin with which God wills that His crea- 
tures should commence the journey of life. And when 
the lamb was slain, the people were to take a bunch of 
the herb called hyssop, and dipping it in the blood of 
the lamb, were to sprinkle the door and doorposts of 
each of their houses. And God promised that when the 
destroying angel, whom He was about to send to smite 
the Egyptians, should see this blood he would pass over 
the house, and leave its inhabitants in safety and peace. 
The lamb itself was the figure of the Redeemer who had 
been at the first promised to Adam and Eve, and whose 
blood was to save mankind from eternal death, as the 
blood of the paschal or passover lamb, now sprinkled on 
the Israelites' doors, was to save them from the stroke 
of the avenging angel. 

This, then, was done as Moses directed ; and all pre- 
parations being made for the journey, the lamb was sa- 
crificed and eaten on the evening of the appointed day, 
the blood was sprinkled on the doors, and at midnight 
a cry arose throughout the whole land of Egypt, for 
there was not an Egyptian house in which there was 
not some one dead. And Pharao and his people were 
stricken with horror, though not with true penitence ; 
and they would not delay an hour, but rose up and 
drove the Israelites from the land ; and gave them all 
the clothing, and the silver and gold, which, by Moses' 
command, they asked for ; and the very next morning 
the whole multitude of the Israehtes, numbering now 
not less than 600,000 persons, besides children, with all 
their possessions, left the land of Egypt. And God 
spoke to Moses, and bade him enjoin the people to keep 
this feast of the Paschal Lamb, with the same solemni- 
ties, year by year, for ever afterwards, as a memorial of 
their wonderful deliverance from the hands of their tor- 
mentors. 
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Chap. IIL The Passage of the Sed Sea. 

Tht7s the children of Israel, after a captivity of 430 
years, passed out of the land of their hondage. And 
Qod gave them a perpetual guide and token of His pre- 
sence, in a cloud which hung over their camp by day, 
and went before them wherever they marched ; and at 
night, instead of the cloud. He sent a pillar of fire. And 
the cloud and the fire never fEuled, so long as <^y con- 
tinued their joumeyings to the {promised land. Scarcely 
were they gone from its borders, when Pharao and his 
subjects began to lament that they had so ^udly let 
them depart. After so long a possession of them as 
slaves, in which they had enjoyed all the fruits of their 
labours, they were not even yet prepared to relinquish 
them without a struggle. Accordingly the monarch 
gathered together an army of war-chariots and horse- 
men, and pursued the departing Israelites at their ut- 
most speed. When they came in sight of them, the 
Israelites, who were ever ready to doubt the promises of 
their God, notwithstanding all the wonders He had done 
for them, trembled at the thought of a return to their 
captivity, and murmured against Moses with passionate 
complaints. " Perhaps there were no graves in Egypt," 
they cried, in angry mockery; "therefore thou hast 
brought us to die in the wilderness : why wouldst thou 
do tliis, to lead us out of Egypt?" 

And Moses said to tlie peojde : Fear not : stand, 
and see the great wonders of the Lord, which He will 
do this day : for the Egyptians whom you see now, yon 
shall see no more for ever. The Lord will fight for you, 
and you shall hold your peace. And the Lord said to 
Moses : Why criest fiiou to Me ? Speak to the children 
of Israel to go forward. But lift thou up thy rod, and 
stretch forth thy hand over the sea, and divide it ; that 
the children of Israel may go through the midst of the 
sea on dry ground. And I will harden the heart of the 
Egyptians^ to pursue you: and I will be glorified in 
Pharao, and in all his host, and in his chariots, and in 
his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I 
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am the Lord^ "whea I shall be glorified in Pharao, and 
in his chariots^ and in his horsemen. And the angel of 
God, who went before the camp of Israel, removing, 
went behind them : and together with him the pillar of 
the doud, leaving the fore-part, stood behind, between 
the Egyptians' camp and the camp of Israel : and it was 
a dark cloud, and enlightening the night, so that they 
conld not come at one another all the night. And when 
Moses had stretched forth his hand over the sea, the 
Lord took it away by a strong and burning wind blow- 
ing all the night, and turned it into dry ground : and 
the water was divided. And the children of Israel went 
in through the midst of the sea dried up : for the water 
was as a wall on their right hand and on their left. 
And the Egyptians pursuing, went in after them, and 
all Pharao's horses, his chariots and horsemen, through 
^ midst of the sea. And now the morning watch was 
come : and behold, the Lord looking upon the Egyptian 
army through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, slew 
their host, and overthrew the wheels of the chariots, 
and they were carried into the deep. And the Egyp- 
tians said : Let us flee from Israel : for the Lord fighteth 
for them against us. And the Lord said to Moses: 
Stretch forth thy hand over the sea, that the waters 
may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their cha- 
riots and horsemen. And when Moses had stretched 
forth his hand towards the sea, it returned at the first 
break of day to the former place : and as the Egyptians 
were fleeing away, the waters came upon them, and the 
Lord shut them up in the middle of the waves. And 
the waters returned, and covered the chariots and the 
horsemen of all the army of Pharao, who had come into 
the sea after them, neither did there so much as one 
of them remain. But the children of Israel marched 
through the midst of the sea upon dry land : and the 
waters were to them as a wall on the right hand and on 
the left: and the Lord delivered Israel in that day out 
of the hands of the Egyptians. And they saw the Egyp- 
tians dead upon the sea-shore, and the mighty hand that 
the Lord had used against them : and the people feared 
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the Lord ; and they believed the Lord, and Moses Hia 
servant. 

Then Moses and all the people sang to God a song 
of praise ; and his sister and the Jewish women went out 
with timbrels and dances, and sang before the Lord, and 
said, *' Let us sing to the Lord, for He hath triumphed 
gloriously ; the horse and his rider He hath thrown into 
the sea." 

This wonderful deliverance, thus wrought by God 
for His people, is a figure of that still more wonderful 
deliverance which God grants to all His people by the 
Christian sacrament of baptism. The captivity of the 
Israelites in Egypt was a figure of that bondage to sin 
in which we are all involved by nature, through the sin 
of Adam. Pharao and the Egyptians were to the Is- 
raeUtes what Satan and the devils, his followers, are to 
us ; our rulers and our tormentors, who enjoy all the 
fruits of the labours we undergo in their service. Moses 
was to the Israelites what our Saviour Jesus Christ is 
to us ; a dehverer, who leads us to that heavenly Cha- 
naan, that promised land of heaven, where we shall be 
at rest for ever. The flight of the Israehtes from their 
enemies is the type of the flight of the repentant sinner 
from sin and Satan ; and the miraculous passage of the 
Red Sea represents that deliverance from the powers 
of Satan and sin which the Holy Ghost confers on the 
Christian by baptism. The wilderness which the Israel- 
ites entered after they had crossed the sea is the figure 
of our present life in this world, which is but a desert, 
at its best ; and lastly, the land of Chanaan, to which 
the joumeyings of the IsraeUtes through the desert led 
them, is that eternal home which awaits the faithful in 
the presence of God in heaven. 



Chap. IY. The Quails, the Manna, and the Water from the Bock. 

Notwithstanding all that God had done for the Israel- 
ites, their hardness of heart and unbelief never left them, 
and they were ready^ on the slightest pretence, to mur- 
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mur against Moses and Aaron, to disbelieve the pro- 
mises of God, and to fall into some abominable sin. So 
obstinate, indeed, was their misconduct, that of the 
whole multitude who left Egypt only two persons were 
permitted ever to enter the promised land of Chanaan. 
For forty long years God, in His anger, kept them wan- 
dering to and fro in the wilderness, until every soul but 
these two was dead. 

Their first murmuring began only three days after 
they had rejoiced over their deliverance in the Red Sea. 
At a place called Mara they found the water all bitter 
and unfit to drink, and angrily complained to Moses. 
A miracle, however, was wrought for their rehef, and a 
tree cast by Moses into the water by God's command 
made it sweet and wholesome. By-and-by they were 
in want of food, and immediately lamented over the 
flesh-pots, and all the various meats and vegetables 
which they had enjoyed in Egypt. God then sent im- 
mense flocks of quails (a bird something like a part- 
ridge), and a miraculous food called Manna, from the 
Hebrew word, Manhu, meaning, " What is it ?" for they 
knew not what it was. It appeared on the ground in 
the morning, looking like a hoar frost ; but when ex- 
amined, it proved to be a small grain, like coriander- 
seed, and tasting like flour mixed with honey. This 
they found upon the ground every morning, except on 
the Sabbath-day ; and each person gathered enough for 
the day's consumption, what was left on the ground 
melting away when the sun grew hot. Moses at the 
same time bade them never lay by any of the manna at 
night-time for the next day's use ; because they were 
bound to beheve that God Himself would find them food 
each day as it came. Some, however, paid no attention 
to the order, and kept the manna through the night; 
but in the morning it was found to be putrified and full 
of worms. This, however, never happened to that which 
was laid by on the evening before the Sabbath, when 
they were desired to lay by a certain quantity for use on 
the Sabbath-day. A vessel also was filled with the 
manna by command of Moses, to be preserved as a me* 
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morial of Grod's care of His people ; and this continued 
Bweet for hundreds of years afterwards. And during 
the whole time of their sojourn in the desert^ the people 
were supported upon this food firom heaven. It was 
the figure of that more than angel's food, the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ; which, in after times, was to be 
given by God to His people in the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, to nourish, not their bodies only, 
but their souls, for immortality. 

Another miracle also was wrought for the support 
of the Israelites, which was in like manner a figure of 
the life-giving streams which flow from Christ upon His 
faithful servants. At a spot in the desert, named Baphi- 
dim, there was found to be no water; and when the 

Eeople murmured, Moses himself forgot for a while his 
umility and patience, and cried angrily to God, ** What 
shall I do to this people ? Yet a little more, and they will 
stone me.'' And God bade him strike the rock Horeb 
with his rod, that very rod with which he had worked 
his wonders in Egypt ; and from the rock thus stricken 
there flowed forth streams of water for all the people. 

Here, too, the Iwaelites experienced God's protec- 
tion against human foes. The Amalekites attacked 
them ; and while the batde went on, Moses, with Aaron 
and Hur, mounted to the top of the hill, and Moses 
held up his hands in prayer to God for the success of 
the Israelites against their enemies. And as long as he 
lifted them up Israel prevailed in the fight ; but when 
through weariness — ^for Moses was now of a great age — 
he could hold them up no longer, the people began to 
give way before the Amalekites. Aaron and Hur then 
placed Moses upon a stone, on which he sat, while they 
two held up his hands until the sun went down, when 
the Amalekites were routed and fled widi a terrible 
slaughter. 



Chap. Y. The Law of Afoses. 

'Phree months after the departure of the Israelites 
from Egypt they came to Mount Sinai, where it pleased 
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God to give them the laws which diey were to ohey, as 
His chosen people, until the promised Saviour should 
come into the world. Some of these laws were already 
hinding upon them, and were always binding upon the 
whole race of men, being what are called moral laws; 
laws which are taken from the very nature of Almighty 
God Himself, and which command man to imitate the 
perfections of his Maker, so far as they can be imitated 
by a creature in this world. Others were of a different 
kind, and were designed by God to keep up the true 
religion among the children of Israel, and to preserve 
them separate from all the rest of the world until Jesus 
Christ should be bom. For the Israelites alone were to 
be the chosen people of Almighty God until the Saviour 
came, who would break down this distinction between 
them and the rest of mankind, and call people of every 
nation to enter into the number of His people. Not that 
it was impossible that any persons excejpt the children 
of Israel should be saved ; for we read in the Bible of 
different persons who, though living among the heathen, 
yet served and loved the one true God, and thus were 
under His favour and protection. The great purpose of 
the separation between the Israelites (also called He- 
brews) and the rest of mankind (who were called Gen- 
tiles) was the preservation of the knowledge of God, by 
all this body of laws and regulations, until Christ should 
be born, and should send the Holy Spirit upon all the 
nations of the earth, and reveal to man many things 
concerning Himself which it was not His pleasure to 
make known until then. 

These laws also, which were now given to the Jews 
by Moses from God, were not intended to alter the old 
covenant made first of all with Adam, and afterwards 
specially confirmed by Grod to Abraham. God had from 
the first in His mercy made what is called a covenant of 
faith with man, by which He promised salvation, as a 
free gift, to all who believed in His promises, repented 
of their sins, and sincerely loved aoid served Him. This 
old covenant was the same, in its real nature, as that 
Christian covenant by which God still accepts the faith 
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and penitence of us who are Christians ; and it was for 
the sake of the merits of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on 
the cross, that this covenant was originally made by Qod 
with Adam, and afterwards confirmed to Abraham and 
aU his posterity for ever. 

To the observance of these laws God attached a pro- 
mise of perfect temporal freedom and prosperity for the 
children of Israel. Under the Christian covenant, since 
our Saviour Jesus Christ has died upon the cross, tem- 
poral prosperity is not to be considered a mark of Divine 
favour, as it was with the Jews. As we have greater spi- 
ritual gifts to help us, so God expects from us that we 
should conquer all our natural love for earthly enjoy- 
ments much more completely than the Jews could do ; 
and the greatest glory of a Christian is to follow Christ 
as nearly as possible m the sufferings He endured for us. 
But with the Jews it was not so. Worldly happiness, 
riches, and Hberty were to be their reward, so long as 
they remained faithful and abstained from the idolatries 
of the heathen ; but immediate punishment was to fol- 
low whensoever they broke through the laws that God 
had given them. Accordingly, the whole history of the 
Israelites is an account of their repeated transgressions 
and chastisements; for the obstinacy and unbelief of 
this chosen nation were as remarkable as the extraor- 
dinary favours which it pleased God to bestow upon 
them. 



Chap. YL The Ten Commandments. 

When the time was thus come for the giving of the 
law, which was afterwards called the law of Moses, 
Moses went up to God in Mount Sinai, where God 
spoke to him, and communicated to him all he was to 
say to the people of Israel. And God desired him to 
teU the people to wash and purify themselves for two 
days, and on the third day to come near to the foot of 
the mountain, but not to attempt to ascend it, or even 
to touch its base, under peril of being stoned, or shot 
to death with arrows. And when the third day was 
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come, behold, thunders began to be heard, and light- 
ning to flash, and a very thick cloud to cover the 
mount, and the noise of the trumpet sounded exceeding 
loud : and the people that was in the camp feared. 
And when Moses had brought them forth to meet God 
from the place of the camp, they stood at the bottom 
of the mount. And all Mount Sinai was on a smoke : 
because the Lord was come down upon it in fire, and 
the smoke arose ^om it as out of a furnace : and all the 
mount was terrible. And the sound of the trumpet 
grew by degrees louder and louder, and was drawn out 
to a greater length : Moses spoke, and God answered 
him. And the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, in 
the very top of the mount ; and he called Moses unto 
the top thereof. And when he was gone up thither. 
He said unto him : Go down, and charge the people ; 
lest they should have a mind to pass the Hmits to see 
the Lord, and a very great multitude of them should 
perish : the priests also that come to the Lord, let them 
be sanctified, lest He strike them. And Moses said to 
the Lord : The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai : 
for Thou didst charge, and command, saying : Set limits 
about the mount, and sanctify it. And the Lord said 
to him :' Go, get thee down : and thou shalt come up, 
thou and Aaron with thee : but let not the priests and 
the people pass the limits, nor come up to the Lord, lest 
He kill them. And Moses went down to the people 
and told them all. And the Lord spoke all these words : 
I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou 
shalt not have strange gods before Me. Thou shalt not 
make to thyself a graven thing, nor the likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, 
nor of those things that are in the waters under the 
earth. Thou shalt not adore them, nor serve them : I 
am the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous, visiting the ini- 
quity of the fathers upon the children, unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate Me : and shew- 
ing mercy unto thousands to them that love Me and 
keep My commandments. Thou shalt not take the 
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name of the Lord tiiy God in vain : for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that shall take the name of the 
Lord his God in yain. Bememher that thou keep holy 
the Sahbath-day. Six days shalt thou labour, and shalt 
do all thy works. But on the seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God : thou shalt do no work on it, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man- 
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy beast, nor the 
stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are in them, and rested on the seventh day : there- 
fore the Lord blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it. 
Honour thy father and thy mother, that thou mayst be 
long-lived upon the land which the Lord thy God will 
give thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's house : neither shalt thou desire 
his wife, nor his servant, nor his handmaid, nor his ox, 
nor his ass, nor any thing that is his. And all the 
people saw the voices, and the flames, and the sound of 
the trumpet, and the mount smoking : and being terri- 
fied and struck with fear, they stood afar off, saying to 
Moses : Speak thou to us, and we will hear : let not the 
Lord speak to us, lest we die. And Moses said to the 
people : Fear not ; for God is come to prove you, and 
that the dread of Him might be in you, and you should 
not sin. These were the ten commandments, which 
were the foundation of all the rest of the laws which 
God gave to the Israelites, and they were afterwards 
written upon two tables of stone by the Almighty Him- 
self, and given by Him to Moses. 



Chap. VIL The GoldeD Calf. 

The awful display of the Divine glory and majesty with 
which the givmg of the ten commandments had been 
accompanied so terrified the Israelites, that they prayed 
that God might no more speak to Uiem Himself, but 
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would commanicate His commands to Moses, who would 
then deliver them to the people. From that time forth, 
therefore, Moses alone was permitted to enjoy this great 
privilege, which the sensual hearts of the Israelites made 
them dread rather than desire. It pleased God, how- 
ever, to make one exception in favour of Aaron, Nadab, 
and Abiu (who were of the tribe of Levi), and of seventy 
of the elders of the people. These men went up into 
Mount Sinai with Moses, and there Almighty God 
vouchsafed to them a wonderful manifestation of His 
majesty. It is said in the words of Holy Scripture, that 
they saw the God of Israel, and under his feet, as it 
were, a work of sapphire stone, and as the heaven when 
clear. In what way the Almighty thus displayed His 
divinity to this chosen few it is impossible to compre* 
bend, or whether He shewed Himself in a human form 
or no. But we may suppose that it was a fat different 
vision of God from that which is granted to the blessed 
in heaven, where they see God face to face, for such a 
sight would have destroyed both Moses and his com- 
panions ; and at the same time that it was something 
beyond the powCT of human tongue to describe. 

Before going up with Aaron and the others, Moses 
had written the various commands he had already re- 
ceived from Gt)d in a roll, or book, called the book oi 
the covenant, and he sprinkled both the book and the 
people with the blood of the animals which he sacri- 
ficed, as a figure of the blood of Jesus Christ, which 
was to be the seal of the new covenant between God 
and man. Then he went up alone into the thick dark- 
ness which concealed the top of the mountain, and re- 
mained there forty days and forty nights, receiving from 
God all the instructions which it pleased Him to give 
for the government of the people of Israel. 

These forty days had not expired when the mad sin- 
fulness of the Israelites broke out afresh more abomi- 
nably than at any time before. Seeing that Moses was 
so long in returning to them, they began to think that 
God had deserted them, and that Moses would never 
come back to protect and guide them and in their 
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foolish hearts they began to wish for idol-gods, like the 
gods of the Egyptians, to be their guardians ; and they 
applied to Aaron to make them a golden image that 
they might worship. Aaron, in his sinful cowardice, 
afraid to set himself against the popular clamour, gave 
way to their importunities, and bade them bring the 
golden earrings of the women, and these he melted down, 
and made of them a calf. And the people rejoiced when 
they saw the image, so bent were they on going not by 
faith but by sight ; and Aaron appointed a day for a 
solemn festival of this idolatrous worship. And the 
people feasted, and danced before their new god, and 
made merry, after the true manner of idol-worshippers. 

And while this wickedness was going on amongst 
the people below, God spoke to Moses in the mount, and 
said : Go, get thee down : thy people, which thou hast 
brought out of the land of Egypt, hath sinned. They 
have quickly strayed from the way which thou didst 
shew them : and they have made to themselves a molten 
calf, and have adored it, and sacrificing victims to it, have 
said : These are thy gods, Israel, that have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt. And again the Lord 
said to Moses : I see that this people is stiff- necked : 
let Me alone, that My wrath may be kindled against 
them, that I may destroy them ; and I will make of 
thee a great nation. But Moses besought the Lord his 
God, saying: Why, Lord, is Thy indignation en- 
kindled against Thy people, whom Thou hast brought 
out of the land of Egypt, with great power, and with a 
mighty hand? Let not the Egyptians say, I beseech 
thee : He craftily brought them out, that He might 
kill them in the mountains, and destroy them from the 
earth : let Thy anger cease, and be appeased upon the 
wickedness of Thy people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, Thy servants, to whom Thou sworest by Thy 
own self, saying : I will multiply your seed as the stars 
of heaven : and this whole land that I have spoken of, 
I will give to your seed, and you shall possess it for ever. 
And the Lord was appeased from doing the evil which 
He had spoken against His people. And Moses returned 
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from the mount, carrying the two tables of the testimony 
in his hand, written on both sides, and made by the 
work of God : the writing also of God was graven in 
the tables. 

And when he came nigh to the camp, he saw the 
calf, and the dances : and being very angry, he threw 
the tables out of his hand, and broke them at the foot 
of the mount : and laying hold of the calf which they 
had made, he burnt it, and beat it to powder, which he 
strowed into water, and gave thereof to the children of 
Israel to drink. And he said to Aaron : What has this 
people done to thee, that thou shouldest bring upon 
them a most heinous sin ? Then standing at the en- 
trance of the tents in which the people were dwelling, 
Moses cried aloud : If any man be on the Lord's side, 
let him join with me. And all the sons of Levi gathered 
themselves together unto him : and he said to them : 
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel : Put every man his 
sword upon his thigh : go, and return from gate to gate 
through the midst of the camp, and let every man kill 
his brother, and friend, and neighbour. And the sons 
of Levi did according to the words of Moses, and there 
were slain that day about three and twenty thousand 
men. And Moses said: You have consecrated your 
hands this day to the Lord, every man in his son and 
in his brother, that a blessing may be given to you. 



Chap. VIII. God proclaims His Name to Moses. 

Again God spoke to Moses, and communicated to him 
His pleasure respecting the IsraeUtes, and granted him 
a still more perfect manifestation of His divine perfec- 
tions than He had as yet given him. And Moses said 
to the Lord : Thou commandest me to lead forth this 
people : and Thou dost not let me know whom Thou 
wilt send with me, especially whereas Thou hast said : 
I know thee by name, and thou hast found favour in 
My sight. If therefore I have found favour in Thy 
sight, shew me Thy face, that I may know Thee, and 
may find grace before Thy eyes : look upon Thy people. 
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this nation. And the Lord said : My face shall go be- 
fore thee, and I will give thee rest. And Moses said : 
If Thou Thyself dost not go before, bring us not out of 
this place. For how shall we be able to know, I and 
Thy people, that we have found grace in Thy sight, un- 
less Thou walk with us, that we may be glorified by aH 
people that dwell upon the earth ? And the Lord said 
to Moses: This word also, which Thou hast spoken, 
will I do : for thou hast found grace before Me, and thee 
I have known by name. And he said : Shew me Thy 
glory. He answered : I will shew thee «11 good, and I 
will proclaim in the name of the Lord before thee : and I 
will have mercy on whom I will^ and I will be merciful 
to whom it shall please Me. And again He said : Thou 
canst not see My face : for man shall not see Me, and 
live. And again He said : Behold, there is a place with 
Me, and thou shalt stand upon the rock. And when 
My glory shall pass, I will set thee in a hole of the 
rock, and protect thee with My right hand, till I pass : 
and I will take away My hand, and thou shalt see My 
back parts : but My hce thou canst not see. 

And after this He said: Hew thee two tables of 
stone like unto the former : and I will write upon them 
the words which were in the tables, which thou brokest. 
Be ready in the morning, that thou mayest forthwith 
go up into mount Sinai ; and thou shalt stand with Me 
upon the top of the mount. Let no man go up with thee ; 
and let not any man be seen throughout all the mount : 
neither let the oxen nor the sheep feed over against it. 
Then he cut out two tables of stone, such as had been 
before : and rising very early, he went up into the 
mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded nim, carry- 
ing with him the tables. And when the Lord was come 
down in a cloud, Moses stood with Him, calling upon 
the name of the Lord. And when He passed before him, 
he said : the Lord, the Lord C^d, merciful and gra- 
dous, patient, and of much compassion, and true : who 
keepest mercy unto thousands : who takest away ini- 
quity, and wickedness, and sin, and no man of himself is 
innocent before Thee. Who xenderest the iniquity of 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



BK. II.] THB DBPARTURB FROM KGTPT. 79 

the fathers to the children, and to the grandchildren 
unto the third and fourth generation. And Moses, 
making haste, howed down prostrate unto the earth, 
and adoring, said : If I have found grace in Thy sight, 

Lord, I heseech Thee that Thou wilt go with us (for it 
is a stiff-necked people) and take away our iniquities 
and sin, and possess us. The Lord answered : I will 
make a covenant in the sight of all : I will do signs 
such as were never seen upon the earth, nor in any 
nations : that this people, in the midst of whom thou 
art, may see the terrible work of the Lord which I will 
do. Observe all things which this day I command thee: 

1 Myself will drive out before thy face the Amorrhite, 
and the Chanaanite, and the Hethite, and the Pherezite, 
and the Hevite, and the Jebusite. Beware thou never 
join in i^endship with the inhabitants of thftt land, 
which may be thy ruin : but destroy their altars, brealc 
their statues, and cut down their groves : adore not 
any strange god. The Lord his name is Jealous ; He 
is a jealous God. 

And at the end of another forty days and forty 
nights, Moses came down again to the people. And as 
a token of the glory of that Divine Presence in which 
He had been dwelling. His face shone with so dazzling 
a light, that the Israelites could not bear to look upon 
it. He therefore put a veil upon his head, and covered 
his face, before he gave to them the various commands 
which the Lord had sent to them by him. 



CsAP. IX. The Tabernacle. 

MosES commenced his injunctions to the people by en- 
joining that peculiar observance of the Sabbath-day to 
which God bound the Israelites, as a special mark of 
the covenant He had made with them. They were for- 
bidden to do any work that was not absolutely neces- 
sary on that day, even to the lighting a fire for the pur- 
poses of cookery ; and death was to be the punishment 
for disobedience to this command. 

He then gave directions for the erection of a mov- 
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able building, to serve for a species of temple, until the 
Israelites should be settled in the promised land. It 
was called a Tabernacle, or place in which God Himself 
would dwell, for within its enclosure God frequently- 
manifested His presence in an especial way, and gave 
commands for the guidance of His people. And this ta- 
bernacle was always taken to pieces whenever the Israel- 
ites moved from one spot to another, during their wan- 
derings in the desert, and set up again wherever they 
rested. 

It was in shape and size much Hke the chancels of 
many of the old English parish-churches, being about 
forty- five feet long, fifteen wide, and fifteen high. The 
back and ends were formed of planks, made of a valu- 
able wood, fastened together with silver and gold fasten- 
ings. The roof was covered with a double row of dried 
skins, and the inside hung with rich tapestry. The 
building was divided into two parts — the inner one, 
which was about fifteen feet square, being parted off 
from the rest by four columns, overlaid with silver and 
gold, from which hung a veil of the costliest workman- 
ship and most gorgeous colours. The space thus en- 
closed was called the Holy of HoHes, and the outer 
space was called the Sanctuary. 

Into the holy of hoUes none but the High Priest 
ever entered ; and in it was placed a precious chest, or 
ark, called the Ark of the Covenant, because it espe- 
cially represented the throne of God, on which He sat 
as the merciful Guardian of His people. It was about 
three feet in length, and half that size in width and 
height, and plated within and without with gold. Its 
cover or Hd was of soHd gold, and was termed the Pro- 
pitiation, or Mercy-Seat. Upon it stood two figures, 
called Cherubim, with extended wings, spreading and 
meeting over the mercy- seat, and emblematic of the 
veneration with which Almighty God is served and sur- 
rounded by the angelic host of heaven. What was the 
exact form of these figures is not known. They are 
sometimes supposed to have been of the human form, 
as angels are generally represented ; and sometimes to 
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have been more purely symbolical representations, like 
those mysterious figures which appeared to the prophets 
in later days, and to have shadowed forth the noblest 
qualities in man and in the beasts of the field. Within 
uie ark were deposited the two tables of stone, on which 
the ten commandments were written. 

In the sanctuary, or outer portion of the taber- 
nacle, was a table overlaid with gold, on which twelve 
loaves of bread were placed, as an offering to God : 
whence the table was called the Table of Shew-bread. 
These loaves were renewed every week, and placed in 
two heaps of six each, on the top of which incense was 
kept burning. The bread that was taken away from 
time to time was eaten by the priests within the sanc- 
tuary ; and none but they were allowed to eat it. The 
bread itself was an offering emblematical of the gratitude 
with which men are to acknowledge that all earthly as 
well as heavenly gifts come from God. 

Besides the table, the sanctuary contained a golden 
candlestick, with seven branches and seven lamps, which 
were lighted every day by the high-priest, and left burn- 
ing through the night ; and also a wooden altar, plated 
with gold, on which incense, the emblem of prayer, was 
burnt every morning and evening. 

Bound the tabernacle was a large space or court, 
about 150 feet long, and seventy wide, and enclosed 
with pillars and hangings. Within this dourt stood the 
altar of holocaust, or whole-burnt sacrifice, in the open 
air, on which the animals were offered to God, and con- 
sumed by fire. There was also a brazen laver, or large 
vessel for washing, for the use of the priests at the time 
of sacrifice. 

For the purpose of offering these sacrifices, and mi- 
nistering before God continually, Aaron and his family, 
to all generations, until the coming of Jesus Christ, 
were set apart, and consecrated with a solemn anoint- 
ing with oil, Aaron himself being the high-priest so 
long as he lived. The entire tribe of Levi was also 
distinguished from the rest of the people, and appointed 
to serve in sacred things of an inferior character. The 
a 
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priests wore yestments of a peculiar fornix according> to 
their degree. They all wore a mitre, or head-dress, a 
white linen tunic, and a yariegated girdle. The high- 
priest wore also a blue robe, reaching down to the 
andes, the bottom of it bang hung with little gddea 
bells and pomegranates. Outside this robe was the 
ephod, of rich stuff, embroidered with gold ; it was with- 
out sleeves, and reached half-way down the body ; and 
on the onyx stones which clasped it together over the 
shoulders were engraved the names of the twelve tribes 
of the Israelites. On the breast of the ephod was a 
square plate, or pectoral, of embroidery, set with twelve 
precious stones, on which the names of the tribes were 
engraved. The words Urim and I%ummim were also 
engraved on it, as it is supposed ; unless it is that these 
words, meaning Light and Truth, were the name given 
to the breastplate itself, indicative of those revelations of 
His will which God from time to time gave to the Jews 
by means of these twdve stones. On the mitre, which 
was a kind of turban of twisted ulk, was fixed a plate 
of gold across the forehead, with the words, ^* Sacred to 
the Lord." 

All these things, with the tabernacle, were made 
from the offerings given by the people, and were de- 
signed and finished under a special direction from Gbd 
Himself. When completed, they were consecrated with 
a solemn anointing ; and, on the first day that sacrifice 
was offered, fire came down from heaven, and consumed 
the victims upon the altar, as a token of the preseaiice of 
God, and of His acceptance of the sacrifice. 



Chap. X. Nadab and Abiu. The Twelre Spies. 

Thus the tabernacle was set up, and public religious 
services commenced in the beginning of the second year 
after the departure from Egypt. A fixed code of laws 
was also given by God through Moses, regulating all 
the life of the Jews, and designed to keep them separate 
from the heathen nations, to preserve among them the 
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worship of the one true Qod, and to keep them con- 
stantly looking forward to the coming of the promised 
Saviour. Almost their whole history is, howerer, a se- 
ries of acts of disobedience to their gracious God, and ot 
neglects of the commands He thus gave them in the 
most important particulars. 

Shortly after the daily sacrifice began to be oflFered 
up on the newly-made altar, the family of Aaron itself 
called down the wrath of God upon its head. It had 
been ordered by God, that the fire used in the burning 
of incense should be taken from the altar of incense, 
which was always kept burning. On one occasion two 
of Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abiu, thinking, no doubt,^ 
that the command was of a very trifling importance, 
lighted their censers, in which they were going to oifer 
incense to the Lord, with common fire, and not from the 
altar. But as they stood offering the forbidden thing, 
fire from heaven struck them dead upon the spot. And 
Moses commanded their bodies, clothed as they were in 
their priestly vestments, to be cast out of the camp dis- 
honoured, and forbade their kindred to mourn for them. 

Other punishments shewed the rigour with which 
God was determined to visit those who broke his laws. 
Two of the people quarrelling, one of them blasphemed 
the name of God ; and when the report of his sin waa 
Inrought to Moses, God commanded the blasphemei to 
be stoned to death. 

Again, Aaron and his sister Mary, or Miriam, on 
one occasion attempted to set up their authority in op- 
position to that of Moses, and found fault with him for 
naving married a wife not of the number of the Israeli 
ites ; and immediately Mary was struck with the leprosy, 
a loathsome disease, and only healed after seven days, 
by the intercession of Moses in her behalf. 

Ab soon as they had reached the neighbourhood of 
Ghanaan, twelve men were chosen from the twelve tribes 
to go and visit the country, and ascertain its condition, 
and bring back a report to their fellow-countrymen. 
Thej went accordingly, and returned with bunches of 
grapes, pomegranates, and figs of the most beautiful 



Digitized by Google 



84 THE DBFARTURB FROM EGYPT. 

kind ; declaring that the fertility and richness of Cha- 
naan were wonderful ; and that, in truth, it flowed, as 
it were, with milk and honey. All of them but two, 
Josue and Caleb, at the same time strove to frighten the 
people with such accounts of the strength and ferocity 
of the inhabitants of this dehghtful country, as should 
deter them from attempting to conquer it, notwith- 
standing all the promises of support which God had 
given them. These fatal reports ran throughout the 
whole camp of the Israelites ; and, in the morning, they 
resolved to cast off the rule of Moses and Aaron, to 
choose another leader, and to return at once to Egypt. 
In vain Moses and Aaron, with Josue and Caleb, re- 
monstrated on this disobedience and unbeHef ; the 
murmurs and obstinacy of the people waxed worse and 
worse; and the glory of the Lord appeared over the 
tabernacle, as a sign that He was about to take ven- 
geance upon the sinful race who thus spurned His 
favours. At the intercession of Moses, however, €rod 
spared the lives of the body of the people ; though the 
ten spies, who were the authors of the sedition, were 
struck dead. At the same time the Lord declared that 
of the whole multitude who had come forth from Egypt, 
only Josue and Caleb should live to enter the promised 
land. 

Still the people were not humbled. The next day 
they demanded of Moses to lead them at once against 
the Chanaanites ; and when he forbade it, because they 
would be going against the will of God, they marched 
without him, and were smitten with a terrible slaughter 
by their enemies. 



Chap. XI. The Rebellion of Core. 

It was not long before a rebellion of another kind broke 
out among the IsraeHtes. Two hundred and fifty in- 
fluential men, at the head of whom were Core, Dathan, 
and Abiron, — the first of whom was a Levite, and the 
others of the tribe of Ruben, — stirred up the people to 
revolt against the authority of Moses and Aaron. They 
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declared also, that Aaron bad no right to claim for 
himself the priesthood; for that all the congregation 
were holy ; and that Moses and Aaron were usurpers of 
powers which God had not really given them. 

Moses instantly appealed to Almighty God as judge 
between him and the rebels ; and he bade Core and lus 
band assemble the next day before the Lord, and come 
with censers in their hands, and bum incense, and see 
whether God would accept their offering. Those among 
the rebels who were of the tribe of Levi he most se- 
verely rebuked for their daring presumption, asking 
them whether it was not enough for them to be sepa- 
rated from the rest of the people to minister in sacred 
things, without seeking the priesthood also. 

When the hour for the judgment was come, Moses 
divided the rebels from the rest of the congregation, 
and bade them stand apart with their censers, Aaron 
standing apart by himself with his censer. The whole 
multitude of the people were also drawn up before the 
tabernacle, to behold what would happen. And when 
all was completed, a glorious light shone from heaven, 
a token of the immediate presence of God. ; and a voice 
came forth and said to Moses and Aaron : Separate 
yourselves from among this congregation, that I may 
presently destroy them. They fell flat on their face, 
and said : most mighty, the Qod of the spirits of all 
flesh, for one man's sin shall Thy wrath rage against all ? 
And the Lord said to Moses : Command the whole people 
to separate themselves from the tents of Core and Da- 
than and Abiron. And Moses arose, and went to Da- 
than and Abiron : and the ancients of Israel following 
him, he said to the multitude : Depart from the tents 
of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest 
you be involved in their sins. And when they were 
departed from their tents round about, Dathan and Abi- 
ron coming out stood in the entry of their pavilions 
with their wives and children, and all the people. And 
Moses said : By this you shall know that the Lord hath 
sent me to do all things that you see, and that I have 
not forged them of my own head : if these men die the 
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common death of men, and if they be yisited with a 
plague wherewith others also are wont to be visited, the 
Lord did not send me : but if the Lord do a new thing, 
and the earth opening her mouth swallow them down, 
and all things that belong to them, and they go down 
alive into hell, you shall know that they have blas- 
phemed the Lord. And immediately as he had made an 
end of speaking, the earth broke asunder under their 
feet : and opening her mouth, devoured them with their 
tents and all their substance. And they went down 
aHve into hell, the ground closing upon them, and they 
perished £rom among the people. But all Israel, that 
was standing round about, fled at the cry of them that 
were perishing, saying : Lest perhaps the earth swallow 
us up also. And a fire coming out from the Lord, de- 
stroyed the two hundred and fi% men that offered the 
incense. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying : Com- 
mand Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest to take up 
the censers that lie in the burning, and to scatter the 
fire of one side and the other : because they are sancti- 
fied in the deaths of the sinners : and let him beat them 
into plates, and fasten them to the altar, because in- 
cense hath been offered in them to the Lord, and they 
are sanctified, that the children of Israel may see them 
for a sign and a memorial. 

The following day a tumult arose among the infa- 
tuated people, and they charged Moses and Aaron with 
murdering the people of the Lord. And Moses and 
Aaron fled to the tabernacle of the covenant. And when 
they were gone into it, the cloud covered it, and the 
glory of the Lord appeared. And the Lord said to Mo- 
ses : G^t you out from the midst of this multitude ; this 
moment will I destroy them. And as they were lying 
on the ground, Moses said to Aaron : Take the censer, 
and putting fire in it from the altar, put incense upon 
it, and go quickly to the people to pray for them : for 
abready wrath is gone out firom the Lord, and the plague 
rageth. When Aaron had done this, and had run to the 
midst of the multitude, which the burning fire was now 
destroying, he offered the incense : and standing be- 
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tween the dead and the living, he prayed for the people ; 
and the plague ceased. And the number of them that 
were slain was fourteen thousand and seven hundred men, 
besides them that had perished in the sedition of Core. 

After this awful vengeance which God thus took upon 
those who rebelled against His authority. He gave a 
fresh and merciful proof that the priesthood yras given 
to Aaron by His especial command. He said to Moses : 
Speak to the children of Israel, and take of every one 
of them a rod by their kindreds, of all the princes of the 
tribes, twelve rods, and write the name of every man 
upon his rod. And the name of Aaron shall be for the 
tribe of Levi ; and one rod shall contain all their fa- 
milies : and thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of 
the covenant before the testimony, where I will speak 
to thee. Whomsoever of these I shall choose, his rod 
shall blossom : and I will make to cease from me the 
murmurings of the children of Israel, wherewith they 
murmur against you. And Moses spoke to the children 
of Israel: and all the princes gave him rods one for 
every tribe : and there were twelve rods besides the rod 
of Aaron. And when Moses had laid them up before 
the Lord in the tabernacle of the testimony : he re- 
turned on the following day, and found that the rod of 
Aaron for the house of Levi was budded : and that the 
buds swelling it had bloomed blossoms, which spreading 
the leaves, were formed into almonds. Moses therefore 
brought out all the rods from before the Lord to all the 
chil(£en of Israel : and they saw and every one received 
thdr rods. And the Lord said to Moses : Carry back 
the rod of Aaron into the tabernacle of the testimony, 
that it may be kept there for a token of the rebellious 
children of Israel, and that their complaints may cease 
from Me lest they die. And Moses did as the Lord had 
commanded. 



CflA.p. XIL Water brought from the Bopk. The Brazen Seipent 

Again the people murmured for want of water, so soon 
as any difficulty was found in obtaining it. They came 
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to Moses and Aaron, and said: Would G^d we had 
perished among our brethren before the Lord. Why 
have you brought out the church of the Lord into the 
wilderness, that both we and our cattle should die? 
Why have you made us come up out of Egypt, and have 
brought us into this wretched place, which cannot be 
sowed, nor bringeth forth figs, nor vines, nor pome- 
granates, neither is there any water to drink? And 
Moses and Aaron, leaving the multitude, went into the 
tabernacle of the covenant, and fell flat upon the ground, 
and cried to the Lord, and said : Lord God, hear the 
cry of this people, and open to them Thy treasure, a 
fountain of living water, that being satisfiedy they may 
cease to murmur. And the glory of the Lord appeared 
over them. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 
Take the rod, and assemble the people together, thou 
and Aaron thy brother: and spesdc to the rock before 
them, and it shall yield waters. And when thou hast 
brought forth water out of the rock, all the multitude 
and their cattle shall drink. Moses therefore took the 
rod which was before the Lord, as He had commanded 
him. And having gathered together the multitude be- 
fore the rock, he said to them : Hear, ye rebeUious and 
incredulous : Can we bring you forth water out of this 
rock ? And when Moses had lifted up his hand, and 
struck the rock twice with the rod, there came forth 
water in great abundance^ so that the people and their 
cattle drank. 

It was on this occasion also that Moses and Aaron 
themselves forfeited their title to lead the people into 
the promised land. When the tumult first arose, they 
fell into a state of unbelief ; and so far doubted the 
power and goodness of God to protect His people as to 
dishonour Him before the people. As their punish- 
ment, therefore, God declared that they should die with 
the rest of the unbeheving multitude, before their chil- 
dren should enter Chanaan. 

Aaron himself died not long afterwards ; and just 
before he died, his priesthood was transferred, by God's 
command, to his son Eleazar. 
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The rock from which Moses brought forth the water 
by striking it with his rod was a figure of Jesus Christ ; 
and the water represented His precious blood, which 
flowed forth for the salvation of man. In like manner 
also, the very next sin of the Israelites was followed by 
another token of the great deliverance from sin and 
death hereafter to be wrought by the Messias. After 
a while, the continual feeding upon the manna grew 
odious to the people, and they longed for more rich and 
varied kinds of food. Their sensual murmurings were 
punished immediately by an attack of fiery serpents, 
which bit the people in great numbers, and killed them. 
And when their hearts were struck with sorrow and fear, 
and they prayed for mercy, Moses was commanded by 
God to make a serpent of brass, and to set it up on 
high among the dying crowds; and whosoever looked 
at this serpent was healed from the fiery serpents' bite. 
And thus Christ was lifted up on high upon His cross, 
that every one who looked to Him in faith and peni- 
tence might be saved &om the death which sin had 
brought upon him. 



Cbaf. Xm. Balaam. 

The Israelites were now close upon the country of 
the Moabites, an idolatrous and powerful people. Two 
pagan princes, Sehon king of the Amorrhites, and Og 
king of Basan, had already striven to stop the march of 
the chosen children of God, and had been defeated with 
great slaughter. And now the Moabitish sovereign, 
Balac by name, seeing how his neighbours had been 
overcome by this new and formidable multitude of wan- 
derers, was terrified at their approach, and planned a 
method for destroying them. He imagined that if he 
could get the Israelites cursed by a magician or sooth- 
sayer, they would fall an easy prey into his hands when 
he attacked them. It was the belief of the old idola- 
ters, that each nation was under the special protection 
of some idol-god, and that it was because the god of 
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the Israelites was a strong and powerful god that they 
crashed their enemies wheresoever they came. 

Amongst the Ammonites, a Chanaanitish race, at this 
time lived Balaam, one of those magicians or false pro- 
phets who pretended to have supernatural powers, and 
who sometimes were indeed the instruments hy which 



This Balaam was celehrated through all the country 
round, and to him, therefore, Balac, the Moabitish king, 
had recourse, and entreated him to come and curse the 
Israelites. It pleased the true Grod Himself, however, 
on this occasion to communicate His will to Balaam, 
and He forbade him to go with Balac's messengers. 
Balac then sent a second time to him, with offers of 
the must abundant gifts, if he would come and curse 
the people. Still Balaam durst not go with him ; but 
his covetous disposition being tempted with Balac's 
splendid offers, he lingered in the hope that God would 
give him permission to go. 

And this permission God gave him, enjoining him at 
the same time to take care not to follow Balac's wishes, 
but to say only whatever words God should put into his 
heart when he came to see the Israelites encamped on 
the borders of Moab. On his journey he* received an- 
other proof that he was taking part with the enemies 
of Gk)d in even thus pretending to agree to the proposals 
of Balac, and a warning was given to beware of fighting 
against the Lord, which woidd have opened the eyes of 
any one less given up to the love of this world's riches. 
An angel met him as he rode upon his ass, in com- 
pany with Balac's messengers. And the ass, seeing the 
angel standing in the way with a drawn sword, turned 
herself out of the way, and went into the field. And 
when Balaam beat her, and had a mind to bring her 
again into the way, the angel stood in a narrow place 
between two walls, wherewith the vineyards were in- 
closed. And the ass seeing him, thrust herself close 
to the wall, and bruised the foot of the rider. But he 
beat her again : and nevertheless the angel going on 
to a narrow place, where there was no way to turn aside 
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either to the right hand or to the left, stood to meet 
him. And when the ass saw the angel standing, she 
fell under the feet of the rider ; who, being angry, beat 
her sides more vehemently with a staff. And the Lord 
opened the mouth of the ass ; and she said : What have 
I done to thee? why strikest thou me, lo, now this 
third time ? Balaam answered : Because thou hast de- 
served it, and hast served me ill : I would I had a sword 
that I might kiU thee. The ass said : Am not I thy 
beast, on which thou hast been always accustomed to 
ride until this present day? tell me if I ever did the 
like thing to thee. But he said : Never. Forthwith the 
Lord opened the eyes of Balaam ; and he saw the angel 
standing in the way with a drawn sword ; and he wor- 
shipped him, falling flat on the ground. And the angel 
said to him : Why beatest thou thy ass these three times ? 
I am come to withstand thee, because thy way is per- 
verse, and contrary to me : and unless the ass had 
turned out of the way, giving place Jto me who stood 
against thee, I had slain thee, and she should have 
hved. Balaam said : I have sinned, not knowing that 
thou didst stand against me : and now if it displeases 
thee that I go, I wUl return. The angel said : Go with 
these men, and see thou speak no other thing than what 
I shall command thee. 

Arriving at Balac's palace, Balaam gave directions 
for preparing a solemn sacrifice upon seven altars. And 
when the sacrifice was completed, the Lord met him, 
and bade him bless the people. And he stood upon a 
high land, in the very place where the idolatrous wor- 
ship of the Moabitish god Baal was carried on, and 
he beheld spread out beneath his feet the vast encamp- 
ment of the Israelites. And he lifted up his voice^ 
and said: Balac king of the Moabites hath brought 
me from Aram, from the mountains of the east : Come, 
said he, and curse Jacob : make haste and detest Israel. 
How shall I curse him, whom God hath not cursed ? 
By what means should I detest him, whom the Lord 
detesteth not ? I shall see him from the tops of the 
rocks, and shall consider him from the hiUs. This 
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people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned 
among the nations. Who can count the dust of Jacob, 
and know the number of the stock of Israel ? Let my 
soul die the death of the just, and my last end be like 
to them. And Balac said to Balaam : What is that thou 
doest ? I sent for thee to curse my enemies : and thou 
contrariwise blesseth them. He answered him : Can I 
speak any thing else but what the Lord commandeth ? 
Balac therefore said: Come with me to another place 
from whence thou mayest see part of Israel, and canst 
not see them all : curse them from thence. 

Still wavering between his knowledge of the true 
God and his desire to please Balac, Balaam agreed to 
this vain proposal. A second sacrifice upon seven altars 
was offered up, and again he spoke under the inspiration 
of the Almighty. Stand, Balac, he said, and give ear : 
hear, thou son of Sephor : God is not as a man, that 
He should lie, nor as the son of man, that He should be 
changed. Hath He said then, and will He not do? 
hath He spoken, and will He not fulfil ? I was brought 
to bless ; the blessing I am not able to hinder. There 
is no idol in Jacob, neither is there an image-god to be 
seen in Israel. The Lord his God is with lum ; and the 
sound of the victory of the king in him. God hath 
brought him out of Egypt, whose strength is like to 
the rhinoceros. There is no soothsaying in Jacob, nor 
divination in Israel. In their times it shall be told to 
Jacob and to Israel what God hath wrought. Behold, 
the people shall rise up as a lioness, and shall lift itself 
up as a lion : it shall not lie down till it devour the 
prey, and drink the blood of the slain. 

Again Balac led him to another spot, hoping that 
there at length he would curse the dreaded Israelites. 
But seeing that it was in vain to expect that the Eternal 
God would change to please a sinful man, he now gave 
himself up at once to the inspiration which was sent 
him, and prophesied of the prosperity of the people of 
Israel, and of the Saviour who should be bom from 
among them. And Balac's anger was kindled against 
him, and they parted with one another upon the spot. 
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Yet Balaam could not eyen now withstand the temp- 
tation of Balac's promised gifts. With the true spirit 
of the devil, he taught the Moahitish monarch how to 
bring destruction upon the Israelites, by ensnaring them 
into sin and idolatry, that so God might withdraw His 
protection, and Himself become their destroyer. By 
his advice, Moahitish women were sent into the camp 
of the people, and by their allurements they led them 
astray in great multitudes, and brought down the heavy 
wrath of God upon their heads. Those who were faith- 
ivl to God were sent to smite the sinners, and they slew 
of them four and twenty thousand. Ttose that re- 
mained were led by Moses against the Moabites, whom 
thejr defeated, and slew with terrible slaughter, burning 
their towns and villages, and seizing their cattle and all 
their property. 



Chap. XIY. The Death of Moses. 

The time was now at hand for the entrance into the 
promised land. Forty years had nearly expired since 
the Israelites came forth from Egypt ; and of those men 
who crossed the Red Sea scarcely any remained alive. 
Their children and their grandchildren were about to 
take possession of Chanaan in their place. Moses, 
therefore, prepared for the conquest of the idolatrous 
Chanaanites, by repeating to the people the various 
commandments of the law, and solemnly bade them 
hold fast to their obedience, promising them every pos- 
sible blessing as a reward for their faithfulness. He 
also reckoned up the whole numbers of the Israelites, 
according to their twelve tribes, and made arrangements 
for the parcelling out the country they were about to 
conquer among them. The twelve sons of Jacob were 
Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Juda, Dan, Nephtali, Gad, Aser, 
Issachar, Zabulon, Joseph, and Benjamin ; but the Le- 
vites being set apart for sacred offices, the tribe of Joseph 
was divided into two parts, the descendants of Joseph's 
two sons, Ephraim and Manasse, and the country allot- 
ted accordingly. To the Levites were assigned forty- 
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eight cities, with their suburbs, in yariouB parts of the 
whole country, and a tenth part, or tithe, of the pos- 
sessions of the people were to be devoted to their sup- 
port. 

Josue, the son of Nun, one of the two spies who 
had alone trusted in the Divine promise of protection, 
was appointed to take the place of Moses, as commander 
of the Israelites; and Moses himself, now 120 years old, 
but stiU vigorous, and with body and mind alike unim- 
paired by age, went up, by God's command, to a high 
mountain, from which he could see the promised land 



towards Chanaan, and beheld the fertile plains beyond 
the river Jordan, which his people were about to con- 
quer and dwell in. And there he died, alone, in the 
presence of God and His holy angels ; and the Almighty 
buried him in the mountains, and the place of his sepul- 
chre was never known to the children of Israel. We 
learn, however, from one of the books of the New Tes- 
tament, that the body was sought by the devil, probably 
for the purpose. of being set up as an idol to be wor- 
shipped by the Israelites, and that his guilty plans 
were defeated by the archangel Michael. 



spread out before him. 
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Chap. I. The Passage of the Jordan, and the takiBg of Jericho. 

For thirty days the Israelites mourned for Moses, and 
then made ready for the conquest of the idolatrous na- 
tions, whose country God had given into their hands. 
It is likely that, among all the various nations of the 
time throughout the world, none were more guilty in 
the sight of God than these Chanaanites, and that in 
commanding the Israelites to take possession of their 
territory, God at the same time executed vengeance on 
them for their sins, while He fulfilled liis promise to 
Ahraham, that this very country, in which he had dwelt 
as a childless stranger, should be possessed by his poa* 
terity. 

The town of Jericho, now separated from the Is- 
raehtes by the river Jordan, was to be the first point 
attacked; and Josue sent forward two men to go se- 
cretly into the place» and bring back a report of what 
they found, ^ese men were entertained in Jericho 
by a woman named Rahab ; but tidings reached the 
ears of the king of the place that they were spies from 
the Israelites, and he sent to bid Rahab give them up. 
She, however, touched by the reports she had heard of 
the wonders God had wrought for His people, and be- 
heving in His name, hid the men among a quantity of 
flax on the roof of her house, and dismissed the king's 
messengers with an excuse. As soon as they were gone, 
she went to the two spies, and offered to let them safely 
down by a rope from the window of her house, outside 
the town ; for her house was close upon the walls, and 
they would thus escape without passing through the 
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gates. Before they went, they gave her a pledge that 
she and all her household should he spared when the 
place was taken hy the conquering Israelites, if she 
would hang a scarlet cord out of the window, that her 
house might he known. They then descended hy the 
cord, and fled away in safety. 

On their reaclnng the camp, Josue made ready im- 
mediately for an advance upon Jericho, the hand of 
God pointing the way hy a new miracle. The whole 
multitude were formed into procession, led hy the ark 
of the covenant home on high hy the priests, at a dis- 
tance of more than half a mile in advance of the main 
hody of the people. And they marched straight upon 
the hanks of Jordan ; and the moment the feet of the 
priests touched the stream, the tide of waters stopped, 
so that on one side was raised a mighty mountain of 
waves, as they flowed down and were held hack by the 
hand of God, while on the other the bed of the river 
became dry, by the waters flowing on to the sea ; and 
all the people passed through on dry ground. And 
they took twelve stones from the bed of the river, and 
set them up as a monument of what God had that day 
done for them. The manna also now ceased to appear, 
and the people were supported by the natural food of 
the country they had come into. 

Then, by the Divine directions, Josue gave instruc- 
tions for the attack upon Jericho. He called the priests, 
and said to them : Take the ark of the covenant : and 
let seven other priests take the seven trumpets of the 
jubilee, and march before the ark of the Lord. And 
he said to the people : Go, and compass the city, armed, 
inarching before the ark of the Lord. And when 
Josue had ended his words, and the seven priests blew 
the seven trumpets before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, and all the armed men went before, the rest of 
the common people followed the ark, and the sound of 
the trumpets was heard on all sides. But Josue had 
commanded the people, saying: You shall not shout, 
nor shall your voice be heard, nor any word go out of 
your mouth ; until the day come wherein I shall say to 



Digitized by Google 



BK. III.] 



AND THB JU00B8. 



97 



you: Cry, and shoat. So the ark of the Lord went 
about the city once a day, and returning into the 
camp, abode there. And Josue rising before day, the 
priests took the ark of the Lord, the symbol of His 
presence, and seven of them took trumpets : and they 
went before the ark of the Lord walking and sounding 
the trumpets : and the armed men went before them ; 
and the rest of the common people followed the ark ; 
and they blew the trumpets. And they went round 
about the city the secohd day once, and returned into 
the camp. So they did six days. But the seventh 
day, rising up early, they went about the city, as it 
was ordered, seven times. And when in the seventh 
eoing about the priests sounded with the trumpets, 
losue said to all Israel : Shout ; for the Lord hath de- 
Hvered the city to you. 

At the same time, he bade the people to set apart 
whatever gold, silver, brass, or iron they should find in 
the city, for consecration to the service of God ; and he 
gave orders that Bahab and her household should be 
guarded from all harm. Then followed the first of 
tiiose awful chastisements which God inflicted upon 
the Chanaanites by the hands of the Israelites. When 
the people shouted, and the trumpets sounded, the 
walls fell to the ground as by an earthquake ; and the 
Israelites marched in over the ruins, and smote with 
the sword every living being, both man and beast, 
within the city, save Rahab and her family. And the 
city, with all its riches, was destroyed to the very 
ground ; and Josue pronounced a curse upon any per- 
son who should attempt to rebuild it, declaring that his 
eldest child should die the moment he began to build, 
and his youngest when he set up the gates of the city 
thus doomed to destruction. 



Chap. 11. The taking of Hai. The Gabaonites. 

Thb next city to be attacked was Hai, a place of small 
importance, and not caUing for an assault from the 

H 
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whole army of the Israelites. Three thousand men were 
therefore sent to seize upon it ; but the moment they 
encountered the troops of Hai a panic seized them, and 
they fled with the loss of thirty-six of their number. 
On learning the shameful tidings, Josue threw himself 
upon , his face before the Lord, and entreated to know 
why it was that defeat and destruction seemed to be the 
appointed lot of the people. And God answered, that 
the defeat was a punishment for the disobedience of 
some person among the people who had appropriated 
some portion of the wealth he had found in Jericho, 
contrary to Gbd's express command. Lots were then 
cast among the whole of the people, and the lot fell 
upon Achan, a man of the tribe of Judah. When ques- 
tioned by Josue, Achan confessed that, attracted by the 
beauty and splendour of the spoil of Jericho, he had 
taken and hidden a rich garment, and some gold and 
silver, and that they would be found buried in the 
middle of his tent. Then, by Crod's injunction, Achan 
and his family were stoned to death, his possessions 
were burned, and a heap of stones cast up upon the 
bones and ashes, as a memorial of his sin and its pun- 
ishment. 

A large body of troops then marched against Hai, 
with instructions to pretend to fly again before the 
bands who should meet them. And when this was 
done, and the soldiers of Hai and its inhabitants pur- 
sued in crowds the flying IsraeUtes, leaving the gates 
of the city open and unguarded, the remainder of the 
Israelites seized upon the unprotected place, fired its 
dwellings, and, between the two parties of the IsraeUtes, 
the men of Hai were routed and slain, and their posses- 
sions divided among the conquerors. 

The terror of the victorious Israelites now spread 
rapidly throughout the Chanaanitish nations ; and one 
tribe thought to deceive them into making a friendly 
league, before they shared the fate of Jericho and Hai. 
These were the people of Gabaon, a town not three days' 
march from the spot where the Israelites were en- 
camped. They sent messengers to Josue, clothed in 
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ragged garments, and irith shoes worn as if with a long 
and toilsome journey, with the remains of dried-up 
loaTes, and torn skins for holding wine. These men 
presented themsehes to the leaders of the Jews, and 
pretended to have come firom a far distant country, not 
belonging to the territory of Ohanaan, and therefore 
not forming a part of the land which was to he divided 
among the tribes of Israel. And they begged to be 
allowed to become friends to the conquerors, whose 
fiune, they said, had reached them in their distant homes. 
The falsehood deceived Josue and the chiefs of the Jews^ 
and they swore solemnly not to slay the Gabaonites, as 
they were about to destroy all the people of Chanaan. 
Three days' journey, however, betrayed the trick, and 
the Israelitiflli people loudly called for vengeance on 
the deceivers ; but Josue and their leaders refused to 
put them to death, for the sake of the oath they had 
taken, though in error ; but condemned the Gabaonites 
to serve the Israelites in the lowest of offices, — to hew 
wood for them, and draw water, as their servants. And 
such was the lot of the Gabaonites and of their posterity 
80 long as the two nations lasted. 



Chap. m. The Sun stands stilL The Bivinon of the conquered 
Countries. 

As the fame of the advancing Israelites spread through- 
out the Chanaanitish nations, the people yet uncon- 
quered began forming alliances with one another to re- 
sist the invaders. The desertion of the Grabaonites from 
the cause of their countrymen also aroused their ven- 
geance ; and Adonisedec, the king of Jerusalem, with 
four other chiefs, attacked Gabaon, and laid siege to it. 
The besieging army was, however, attacked by Josue, 
and the heathen armies fled in dismay. A miracle also 
was wrought by Almighty God, to prolong the hour of 
punishment upon the idolatrous races; and at the in- 
tercession of Josue, the day on which the battle was 
fought was prolonged beyond its natural length, until 



Digitized by Google 



100 



THB CjONQUBST OF CHANAAN, 



the Israelites had revenged themselves upon their ene-< 
mies. The san and moon are said, in holy Scrip- 
ture, to have stood still, although, as we know, it is 
the earth which moves, and not tlie sun ; and therefore 
it was really the earth which stood still for a time upon 
her course. The Bible, however, uses the common Ian* 
guage of the time when it was written, just as we now 
speak of the sun's rising and setting, although we know 
well that it remains fixed in the heavens, and only ap« 
pears to rise and set, through the moving of the earth 
upon which we stand. 

Before the end of the slaughter, the five kings, whose 
armies had been discomfited, were found hidden in a 
cave ; and by Josue's order, the mouth of the cave was 
blocked up with stones till the pursuit of the flying 
Chanaanites was over, when they were brought out and 
put to death. 

One after another, in like manner, the native princes 
of Chanaan were defeated, and their cities and territories 
seized by the conquerors. For six years the struggle 
went on ; and at the end of that period above thirty 
different chiefs had been subdued. The conquered 
country was parcelled out among the various tribes of 
the Israelites. Eight-and-forty cities, with their suburbs, 
were assigned by lot to the priests and Levites for their 
support ; and six cities were also appointed to be places 
of refuge for any man who should kill another by acci- 
dent. In them he might live secure from vengeance of 
the slain man's relations, until the death of the high- 
priest of the time, when he was to be permitted to return 
m safety to his own home. 



Chap. IV. The Death of Josue. 

When the conquest and division of Chanaan were tx)m- 
plete, the people settled down under that form of go- 
vernment under which it was the will of God that they 
should dwell. They were to have no king, but a chief 
magistrate, or judge, who was to act as the viceroy, or 



Digitized by Google 



III.] 



▲KO TBI JUDOSS. 



101 



representatiye, of Almighty God Himself, who vonclisafed 
to be called the king of His people. Jorae was the first 
judge of the Israelites in Uieir new condition, and he 
ruled the jpeople and administered justice with the same 
perfect faithfulness to God, and uprightness towards 
man, which he had shewed fix)m his earliest years. 
The people prospered under his rule ; and though many 
of the idolatrous nations yet remained unsubdued, and 
dwelt on the borders of their territories, the Israelites on 
the whole remained obedient, and avoided that idolatry 
into which they were ever so prone to fall. 

At length, being now 110 years old, Josue prepared 
to leave this Hfe, and gathered together the people, and 
delivered to them one of those solemn warnings with 
which from time to time God, by the mouth of His pro- 
phets, encouraged the Israelites to be fnithful to their 
calling. He railed for all Israel, and for the elders, 
and for the princes, and for the judges, and for the 
masters, and said to them : I am old, and far advanced 
in years : and you see all that the Lord your God hath 
done to all the nations round about, how He Himself 
hath fought for you : and now since He hath divided 
to you by lot all the land, frt>m the east of the Jordan 
unto the great sea, and many nations yet remain : the 
Lord your God will destroy them, and take them away 
from before your face ; and you shall possess the land 
as He hath promised you. Only take courage ; and be 
careful to observe all things that are written in the book 
of the law of Moses : and turn not aside from them 
neither to the right hand nor to the left : lest after that 
you are come in among the Gentiles, who will remain 
among you, you should swear by the name of their 
gods, and serve them, and adore them : but cleave ye 
unto the Lord your God ; as you have done until this 
day. And then the Lord God will take away before 
your eyes nations that are great and very strong ; and 
no man shall be able to resist you. One of you shall 
chase a thousand men of the enemies; because the 
Lord your God Himself will fight for you, as He hath 
promised. This only take care of with all diligence^ 
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tbat you love the Lord your Grod. But if you will em- 
brace the errors of these nations that dwell among you, 
and make marriages with them, and join friendships : 
know ye for a certainty that the Lord your God wUl 
not destroy them before your face : but they shall be a 
pit and a snare in your way, and a stumbling-block at 
your ude, and stakes in your eyes, till He take you 
away and destroy you from on this excellent land, 
which He hath given you. Behold, this day I am 
going into the way of all the earth ; and you shdl know 
with all your mind, that of all tibe words which the 
Lord promised to perform for you, not one hath failed. 
Therefore as He hath fulfilled in deed what He pro- 
inised, and all things prosperous have come : so will 
He bring upon you all the evils He hath threatened, till 
He take you away and destroy you from off this excel- 
lent land, which He hath given you, when you shall 
have transgressed the covenant of the Lord your God, 
which He hath made with you, and shall have served 
strange gods, and adored them : then shall the indig- 
nation of the Lord rise up quickly and speedily against 
you ; and you shall be taken away from this excellent 
land, which He hath delivered to you. 

And Josue gathered together fdl the tribes of Israel 
in Sichem ; and called for the ancients, and the princes, 
und the judges, and the masters : and they stood in the 
sight of the Lord : and he spoke thus to the people : 
Thus saith the Lord the God of Israel : Your fathers 
dwelt of old on the other side of the river, Thare the fa- 
ther of Abraham^ and Naehor : and they served strange 
gods. And I took your father Abraham from the borders 
of Mesopotamia, and brought him into the land of Gha- 
naan : and I multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac : 
and to him i^ain I gave Jacob and Esau, And I gave to 
Esau mount Seir for his possession : but Jacob and his 
children went down into Egypt. And I sent Moses 
and Aaron, and I struck Egypt with many signs and 
wonders. And I brought you and your fathers out of 
Egypt, and you came to the sea: and the Egyptians 
pursued your Others with chariots and horsemen, as far 
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fis the Bed Sea. And the children of Israel cried to the 
Lord : and He pat darkness hetween you and the Egyp- 
tians, and hronght the sea npon them, and covered 
them. Your eyes saw all that I did in Egypt : and yon 
dwelt in the wilderness a long time : and I hrought you 
into the land of the Amorrhite, who dwelt heyond the 
Jordan. And when they fought against yon, I deH- 
vered them into your hands : and you possessed their 
land, and slew them. And Balac, son of Sephor, king 
of Moah, arose and fought against Israel. And he sent 
and called for Balaam, son of Beor, to curse you : and I 
would not hear him : hut on the contrary I blessed you 
by him, and I delivered you out of his hand. And you 
passed over the Jordan, and you came to Jericho. And 
the men of that city fought against you, the Amorrhite, 
and the Pherezite, and the Chanaanite, and the Hethite, 
and the Grergesite, and the Hevite, and the Jebusite : 
and I dehvered them into your hands. And I sent 
before you hornets : and I drove them out from their 
places, the two kings of the Amorrhites, not with thy 
sword nor with thy bow. And I gave you a land in 
which you had not laboured, and cities to dwell in 
which you built not, vineyards and oHve-yards which 
you planted not. Now therefore fear the Lord, and 
serve Him with a perfect and most sincere heart ; and 
put away the gods which your fathers served in Meso* 
potamia and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if it 
seem evil to you to serve the Lord, you have your 
choice : choose this day that which pleaseth you, whom 
you would rather serve, whether the gods which your 
fathers served in Mesopotamia, or the gods of the 
Amorrhites, in whose land you dwell : but as for me 
and my house we will serve the Lord. And the people 
answered, and said : God forbid we should leave the 
Lord, and serve strange gods. The Lord our Grod He 
brought us and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage ; and did very great signs 
in our sight, and preserved us in all the way by wludi 
we journeyed, and among all the people through whom 
we passed. And He cast out all the nations, the Amorr 
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rhite, the inhabitant of the land into which we are come. 
Therefore we will serve the Lord, for He is our God. 
And Josue said to the people : You will not be able to 
serve the Lord, for He is a holy God, and mighty, and 
jealous, and will not forgive your wickedness and sins. 
If you leave the Lord, and serve strange gods. He will 
turn, and will afflict you, and will destroy you after all 
the good He hath done you. And the people said to 
Josue : No, it shall not be so as thou sayest ; but we 
will serve the Lord. And Josue said to the people: 
You are witnesses, that you yourselves have chosen you 
the Lord to serve Him. And they answered : We are 
witnesses. Now therefore, said he, put away strange 
gods from among you, and incline your hearts to the 



We will serve the Lord our God, and we will be obe- 
dient to His commandments. Josue therefore on that 
day made a covenant, and set before the people com- 
mandments and judgments in Sichem. Aiid he wrote 
all these things in the volume of the law of the Lord : 
and he took a great stone, and set it under the oak that 
was in the sanctuary of the Lord : and he said to all the 
people: Behold, tins stone shall be a testimony unto 
you, that it hath heard all the words of the Lord, which 
He hath spoken to you : lest perhaps hereafter you will 
deny it, and lie to the Lord. And he sent the people 
away, every one to their own possession. 



Chap. V. The Snccessors of Josue. Debbora and Barac. 

On the death of Josue, Caleb took his place as judge of 
the Israehtes, and under his guidance the .victories of 
the people over the remaining Chanaanitish nations 
were continued. Prosperity, however, soon corrupted 
them, and they fell into idolatry, worshipped Baalim 
and Ashtaroth, the gods of the heathens, and degraded 
themselves by every pagan vice. The root of their temp- 
tations lay in their disobedience to God's express com- 
mand> that they should utterly extirpate all the idola- 



Lord the God of Israel. And the 




»le said to Josue : 
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troQS races whose land God had ^ven them. Many of 
the tribes neglected this injunction, and suffered the 
conquered people to live among them. The pagan 
worship thus remaining at their very doors, the carnal 
minds of the Jews were speedily corrupted, and they 
took to worshipping the gods of the very nations they 
had made their slaves. 

Then the vengeance of God came down upon them. 
The neighbouring princes defeated them in war, and 
subjected them to their power, until touched to the 
heart by their miseries, they repented, and cried to 
God for deliverance. From time to time, as they thus 
mourned for their sins, God raised up some powerful 
deliverer, who set them free from their tyrants, and 
ruled them himself under the authority of the one true 
God alone. Othoniel, the nephew of Caleb, Aod, and 
Samgar, successively ihus dehvered them ; but as soon 
as Aod was dead, the old wickednesses revived, and t|iey 
fell under the dominion of Jabin, a Chanaanitish prince, 
and for twenty years groaned beneath his oppression. 

At length, deliverance was granted to their cries. 
A holy woman, a prophetess, named Debbora, the wife 
of Lapidoth, at that time dwelt in Mount Ephraim, 
and administered justice to all who came to her for her 
counsel. She aroused the terrified Hebrews, and urged 
upon Barac, a man of the tribe of Nephtali, that he 
should raise an army of fighting men, and attack the 
oppressor. Barac obeyed her commands, on the con- 
dition that she herself went with him, teUing him at the 
same time that the glory of the victory should not be 
his, for that God would deliver Sisara, the commander 
of Jabin' s forces, into the hand of a woman. With 
10,000 soldiers Barac then met the troops of Sisara, 
who fled before their assault, Sisara himself escaping 
from the field of the battle to the tent of a person whom 
he supposed friendly to his cause, by name Haber, a 
Cinite. 

Haber' s wife, Jahel, met him as he came near, and 
said to him: Come in to me, my lord; come in, fear 
not. He went into her tent, and being covered by her 
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with a cloak, said to her : Give me, I beseech thee, a 
little water, for I am very thirsty. She opened a bottle 
of milk, and gave him to drink, and covered him. And 
Sisara said to her : Stand before the door of the tent, 
and when any shall come and inquire of thee, saying : 
Is there any man here ? thou shalt say : There is none. 
So Jahel, Haber's wife, took a nail of the tent, taking 
also a hammer : and going in softly, and with silence^ 
she put the naU upon the temples of his head, and strik- 
ing it with the hammer, drove it through his brain fast 
into the ground: and so passing from deep sleep to 
delith, he fainted away and died. And behold, Barac 
came pursuing after Sisara : and Jahel went out to meet 
him, and said to him : Come, and I will shew thee the 
man whom thou seekest. And when he came into her 
tent, he saw Sisara lying dead, and the nail fastened in 
his temples. 

Whether Jahel' s conduct was warranted by the cus- 
toms of war of the country, and her feigned friendship 
with Sisara was only a lawM deception of an enemy, 
or whether she was really guilty of forbidden treachery, 
does not appear from the narrative of the death of 
Sisara as recorded in the Scriptures. But from the 
mention that is made of her in a song of praise and 
thanksgiving to Almighty God, with which Debborah 
and Barac celebrated their victory, it would seem that 
her conduct was not contrary to the rules of warfare ; 
and that not only was it the will of God that Sisara 
should die, but that the means employed by Jahel were 
on the whole acceptable in His sight. 



Chap. VL Gedeon's Sacrifice and "Victory. 

Again the Israelites fell into their usual sins, and for 
seven years God gave them over into the hands of the 
Madianites, their old and bitter enemies. At length they 
were humbled, and prayed for mercy; and an angel was 
sent to Gideon, an inhabitant of Ephra, of the tribe of 
Manasses, and said to him, as he was thrashing wheat. 
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The Lord is with thee, most valiant of men. And 
Gedeon said to him : I beseech thee, my lord, if the 
Lord be with us, why have these evils fallen upon us ? 
Where are His miracles, which our fathers have told us 
of, saying : The Lord brought us out of Egypt ? but 
now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into 
the hand of Madian. And the Lord looked upon him, 
and said ; Go in this thy strength, and thou shalt de- 
Hver Israel out of the hand of Madian : know that I 
have sent thee. He answered and said : I beseech thee, 
my lord, wherewith shall I deliver Israel ? Behold, my 
family is the meanest in Manasses, and I am the least 
in my father's house. And the Lord said to him : I will 
be with thee : and thou shalt cut off Madian as one man. 
And he said : If I have found grace before thee, give 
me a sign that it is thou that speakest to me, and de- 
part not hence, till I return to thee, and bring a sacri- 
fice, and offer it to thee. And he answered : I will wait 
thy coming. So Gedeon went in, and boiled a kid, and 
made unleavened loaves of a measure of flour : and put- 
ting the flesh in a basket, and the broth of the flesh into 
a pot, he carried all under the oak, and presented to 
him. And the angel of the Lord said to him : Take 
the flesh and the unleavened loaves, and lay them upon 
that rock, and pour out the broth thereon. And when 
he had done so, the angel of the Lord put forth the tip 
of the rod, whidi he held in his hand, and touched the 
flesh and the unleavened loaves : and there arose a fire 
firom the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unlea-* 
vened loaves : and the angel of the Lord vanished out 
of his sight. 

Gideon's first act in furtherance of the angel's in- 
structions was, to cut down a neighbouring grove and 
altar dedicated to the idol Baal ; and, filled with the 
Spirit of God, he prepared to attack the Madianites. 
Before he went upon the assault, he entreated from God 
that a fresh sign might be given to him of the Divine 
protection that would uphold him. He said to the Al- 
mighty : If Thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as Thou 
hast said, I will put this fleece of wool on the floor: 
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if there be dew in the fleece only, and it be dry on all 
the ground beside, I shall know that by my hand, as 
Thou hast said. Thou wilt deliver Israel. And it was so. 
And rising before day, wringing the fleece, he filled a 
vessel with the dew. And he said again to Gk>d : Let 
not Thy wrath be kindled against me, if I try once more, 
seeking a sign in the fleece. I pray that the fleece only 
may be dry, and all the ground wet with dew. And 
God did that night as he had requested: and it was 
dry on the fleece only, and there was dew on all the 
ground. 

With two-and-twenty thousand men he then ap- 
proached the Madianitish camp. But first he cleared 
Ids army of all who would be an encumbrance to its 
movements, and bidding every one that was fainthearted 
return home, he found his numbers reduced at once to 
10,000 men. Still the number was to be reduced much 
further, that the glory of the conquest might be Grod's 
alone, through the manifest weakness of the conquering 
band. Three hundred were chosen from the rest, not 
because of their greater valour, but by a mere accidental 
mark, namely, the way in which they drank water from 
a stream ; these men were furnished each with a trum- 
pet, an empty pitcher, and a lighted lamp, which he 
hid within his pitcher, that the approach of the band 
might be unobserved by the Madianites. Thus prepared, 
they marched at night into the hostile camp, and at mid- 
night the trumpets were sounded, and they clapped their 
pitchers against each other, to increase the tumult and 
terrify their sleeping foes. Then, breaking their pitch- 
ers, they lifted up the lamps, and blew the trumpets, 
standing still while the hand of the Lord fought for 
them. A panic seized the camp of the Madianites, and 
they turned their swords against one another ; and those 
who escaped from the indiscriminate slaughter fled from 
out of the country of the Israelites. 

Thus the people were once more free. In their joy, 
they sought to raise Gredeon at once to the dignity and 
title of their king, so little were they impressed with the 
truth that God alone was their deliverer, and Gedeon 
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his humble instrament. Gedeon refused the unlawful 
honour, but ruled them as a judge until his death. 



Chap. YII. Abimelech and his Brothers. Jephte's Vow. 

Gedeon left seventy sons behind him at his death. 
One of them, Abimelech, a man of ambitious and bloody 
character, got together a party for himself in Sichem, 
the native place of his mother, and by their aid mur- 
dered all his brothers but one, the youngest, Joatham 
by name. He then caused himself to be chosen king. 
Joatham, however, ventured from his hiding-place, and 
in a parable reproached the assembled multitude for 
their ingratitude to his father Gedeon (or Jerobaal, as 
he was sumamed). "The trees," he said, "went to 
anoint a king over them : and they said to the olive- 
tree: Reign thou over us. And it answered: Can I 
leave my fatness, which both gods and men make use 
of, to come to be promoted among the trees ? And the 
trees said to the fig-tree: Come thou, and reign over 
us. And it answered them : Can I leave my sweetness, 
and my delicious fruits, and go to be promoted among 
the other trees ? And the trees said to the vine : Come 
thou, and reign over us. And it answered them : Can 
I forsake my wine, that cheereth God and men, and be 
promoted among the other trees ? And all the trees said 
to the bramble : Come thou, and reign over us. And 
it answered them: If indeed you mean to make me 
king, come ye and rest under my shadow : but if you 
mean it not, let fire come out from the bramble, and 
devour the cedars of Libanus. Now therefore, if you 
have done weU, and without sin in appointing Abime- 
lech king over you, and have dealt well with Jerobaal, 
and with his house, and have made a suitable return for 
the benefits of him, who fought for you, and exposed 
his life to dangers, to deliver you from the hands of 
Madian, and you are now risen up against my father's 
house, and have killed his sons, seventy men upon one 
stone, and have made Abimelech the pon of his hand- 
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maid king oyer the inhabitants of Sichem, because he 
is your brother : if therefore you have dealt well, and 
without fault with Jerobaal, and his house, rejoice ye 
this day in Abimelech: and may he rejoice in you. 
But if unjustly, let fire come out from him, and con- 
sume the inhabitants of Sichem, and the town of Mello : 
and let fire come out from the men of Sichem, and 
from the town of Mello, and devour Abimelech. And 
when he had said thus, he fled, and went into Bera ; 
and dwelt there for fear of Abimelech his brother. 

After three years had passed, the warnings of Joa- 
tham were fulfilled. The tyranny of Abimelech roused 
the Sichemites to rebel against his authority; and he 
took a bloody vengeance upon them, burning their town 
to the ground with all its inhabitants, both men and 
women. Then marching to inflict a similar chastise- 
ment upon the neighbouring town of Thebes, which 
was also in arms against him, he lost his life by means 
of a woman, who stood upon the top of the wall, and 
hurled upon his head a stone that crushed him to the 
earth. 

About fifty years after the death of Abimelech, the 
Israelites were again grievously oppressed by the Am- 
monites, into whose hands God had given them, as a 
punishment for their idolatries and immoralities. A chief 
of the town of Gralaad at length set them free ^om their 
tyrants. Jephte aroused the spirit of his fellow-country- 
men, and marched at their head against the Ammonittsh 
army, first making a vow to the Lord, that if He should 
grant him the victory, he would offer to Him the first 
living thing that came forth from the door of his house 
on his return as a conqueror. Qod gave the victory 
to Jephte, and returning in triumph, to his horror, 
he beheld his only daughter coming forth with music 
and dancing, to greet him as the dehverer of his people. 
But the vow was past, and could not be broken ; and 
when the damsel had mourned her fate with her com- 
panions for two months, her father fulfilled his promise 
to Almighty God. How he fulfilled it. Scripture does 
not say ; it merely tells us that he did to her as he had 
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Towed. By some it has been belieyed that lie actoally 
offered her as a burnt sacrifice upon the altar; bj others^ 
^t he consecrated her to God, by condemning her to 
a perpetual yirginity ; for among the Jews it was desired 
by aU women to become the mother of children, each 
one hoping that from herself might spring the promised 
Saviour of the world. With Christians, rirginity is 
accounted more honourable than marriage ; for the seed 
of the woman has already been bom. 



Chap. YIIL Samson and his Riddle. 

Yariovs judges followed Jephte in ruling the Israelites 
for many years. At length they again fell under the 
dominion of their heathen neighbours the Philistines, 
as a chastisement for renewed idolatries. For forty 
years this bold and cruel race oppressed them, till they 
groaned beneath the bondage. A deliverer was given 
to them in the person of Samson, a man of extraordi- 
nary personal strength and courage, but of ill-disciplined 
mind and violent passions. Before he was bom, the 
work he was to do was foretold to his father Manue by 
an angel, who commanded that the infant should be 
consecrated to God from his birth, as a Nazarite, or per- 
son specially set apart for the honour of Almighty God, 
and, as a token of his consecration, was never to have 
his hair cut or shom. 

As soon as Samson was grown up, the Spirit of God 
came upon him, and he began to resist the tyranny of 
the Philistines. He wished to marry a woman of tiieir 
nation, and went to stay with her father and mother at 
their house. There, walking among the vineyards, he 
encountered a young lion, and seizing him, tore him in 
pieces as he would have torn a kid. After a few days 
he found that bees had swarmed in the carcass, and a 
honeycomb was already built in its mouth. Taking 
some of the honey, he then went to his wife, and gave 
it to her father and mother, not mentioning where he 
had found it. His marriage-feast was soon after cde- 
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brated, and thirty of the Philistines were invited. To 
these men Samson proposed the following riddle, found- 
ed on the honey found in the lion's mouth : Out of 
the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came 
sweetness ; and he promised to give to each of them 
a shirt and a coat if they would guess the meaning, 
they agreeing to give him thirty shirts and coats if they 
failed to discover it. At the end of seven days, when 
the forfeits were to be paid by the loser, the Philistines, 
puzzled and unable to solve the riddle, threatened 
Samson's wife with death if she did not persuade her 
husband to tell her his secret, and then betray it to 
them. Samson, ever unable to resist the solicitations 
of women, foolishly told her, and she immediately told 
her countrymen. Then, at evening, they came to him, 
and said : What is sweeter than honey ? and what is 
stronger than a lion ? Samson, however, instantly saw 
that he had been betrayed by his wife, and strengthened 
by a divine power, he went and slew thirty other of the 
Philistines, and with their garments paid Ins debt to the 
men who had thus deceived him. 



Chap. IX. Samson and the Philistines. His Death. 

Samson's wife proved altogether a worthless woman, 
and left her husband for another man. On this he 
openly declared himself at war with her countrymen, 
who upheld her in her faithlessness. He first caught 
three hundred foxes, and coupling them tail to toil, 
fastened torches between the t^s, and sent them into 
the standing com of the Philistines, and slew many of 
the Philistines themselves with his own hand. His own 
countrymen, however, were so terrified at the rage he 
thus roused in the minds of their oppressors, that they 
threatened to seize him and deUver him into their hands. 
Samson then binding them with an oath that they would 
not themselves take his life, gave himself up to be bound 
with strong cords, and thus was given up to the Philis- 
tines. But as they came to lay their hands on him, he 
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burst the cords as if they had been flax in the Are, and 
catching up the jaw-bone of an ass that lay near at 
1 hand, he fell upon his foes, and slew one thousand 
men of them. Then, exhausted with fatigue and thirst, 
and finding no water to drink, he cried to the Lord for 
help, and behold, water flowed from the jaw of the ass 
with which he had smitten his enemies, and he drank 
and was strengthened. 

For twenty years Samson afterwards judged the 
people of Israel ; and at last, himself falling into gross 
sin, was entrapped by the Philistines. They shut him 
up in the town of Gaza, setting guards at the gates, in- 
tending to kill him in the morning as he came out. At 
midnight he rose, went to the town-gates, lifted them 
firom their hinges, and carried them on his shoulders to 
a neighbouring hill-top. 

After this he formed a connexion with a Philistine 
woman, by name Dalila, who was bribed by her coun- 
trymen to betray their dreaded foe into their power, by 
drawing from him the secret of his supernatural strength. 
She said to him. Tell me, I beseech thee, wherein thy 
greatest strength lieth, and what it is wherewith if thou 
were bound thou couldst not break loose. And Samson 
answered her: If I shall be bound with seven cords 
made of sinews not yet dry, but still moists I shall be 
weak like other men. And the princes of the Philistines 
brought unto her seven cords, such as he spoke of, with 
which she bound him, men lying privately in wait with 
her, and in the chamber expecting the event of the thing : 
and she cried out to him : The Philistines are upon thee, 
Samson. And he broke the bands, as a man would 
break a thread of tow, when it smelleth the fire : so it 
was not known wherein his strength lay. And Dalila 
said to him : Behold, thou hast mocked me, and hast 
told me a false thing : but now at least tell me where- 
with thou mayst be bound. And he answered her : If 
I shall be bound with new ropes, that were never in 
work, I shall be weak, and like other men. Dalila bound 
him again with these, and cried out: The Philistines 
are upon thee, Samson ; there being an ambush pre- 
I 
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pared for him in the diamber. Bat he hroke the hands 
Hke threads of webs. And Dalila said to him again : 
How long dost thou deceive me^ and tell me lies ? Shew 
me wherewith thou mayst he bound. And Samson an- 
swered her : If thou pkttest the seven locks of my head 
with a lace^ and tying them round about a nail, fastenest 
it in the ground, I shall be weak. And when Dalila 
had done this, she said to him : The Philistines are upon 
thee, Samson. And awaking out of his sleep, he drew 
out the nail with the hairs and the lace. And Dalila 
said to him : How dost thou say thou lovest me, when 
thy mind is not with me ? Thou hast told me Ues these 
three times, and wouldst not tell me wherein thy great 
strength lieth. And when she pressed him much, and 
continually hung upon him for many days, giving him 
no time to rest, his soul fainted away, and was wearied 
even until death. Then opening the truth of the thing, 
he said to her : The razor hath never come upon my 
head : for I am a Nazarite, that is to say, consecrated to 
God from my mother's womb : if my head be shaven, 
my strength shall depart from me, and I shall become 
weak, and shall be like other men. Then seeing that 
he had discovered to her all his mind, she sent to the 
princes of the Philistines, saying: Come up this once 
more ; for now he hath opened his heart to me. And 
they went up, taking with them the money which they 
had promised. But she made him sleep upon her knees, 
and lay his head in her bosom. And she called a bar- 
her, and shaved his seven locks ; and began to drive 
him away, and thrust him from her: for immediately 
his strength departed from him. And she said : The 
Philistines are upon thee, Samson. And awaking from 
sleep, he said in his mind : I wiU go out as I did before, 
and shake myself: not knowing that the Lord was de- 
parted from him. Then the Philistines seized upon 
him, and forthwith pulled out his eyes, and led him 
hound in chains to Gaza ; and shutting him up in pri- 
son, made him grind. And now his hair began to grow 
again. And the princes of the Philistines assembled 
together, to offer great sacrifices to Dagon their god. 
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and to make merry, saying : Oar god hath delivered 
oar enemy Samson into our hands. And the people 
also seeing this, praised their ffod, and said the same : 
Oar god hath delivered our adversary into our hands, 
him that destroyed our country and killed very many. 
And rejoicing in their feasts, when they had now taken 
their good cheer, they commanded that Samson should 
he cs^ed, and should play before them. And being 
brought out of prison, he played before them, and they 
made him stand between two piUars. And he said to 
the lad that guided his steps ; Suffer me to touch the 
pillars which support the whole house, and let me lean 
upon them, and rest a little. Now the house was ftill 
of men and women ; and all the princes of the Philis- 
tines were there. Moreoverj about three thousand per- 
sons of both sexes from the roof and the higher part of 
the house, were beholding Samson's play. But he called 
upon the Lord, saying: Lord Gfod, remember me; 
and restore to me now my former strength, my Gk>d, 
that I may revenge myself on my enemies ; and for the 
loss of my two eyes I may take one revenge. And lay- 
ing hold on both the pillars on which the house rested, 
and holding the one with his right hand, and the other 
with his left, he said : Let me die with the Philistines. 
And when he had strongly shook the pillars, the house 
fell upon all the princes, and the rest of the multitude, 
that was there : and he killed many more at his death, 
than he had killed before in his life. 



Chap. X. Ruth and her Mother-in-law. 

The general history of the Israelites under the judges is 
nothing more than an account of the idolatrous tyrants 
into whose hands God gave them as a punishment for 
their sins, and of the exploits of the chosen deliverers 
who from time to time were raised up to set them free 
on their repentance. But one story is related which 
regards the family from which our Lord Jesus Christ 
Hunself was afterwards bom, and which shews in a 
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beautiful way both the customs of the time, and the 
piety which reigned in the hearts of many of those 
Israelites who hved too private a hfe to be mentioned in 
the history of the nation itself. 

During a season of famine, a certain man, named 
Elimelech, of the town of Bethlehem, with his wife 
Noemi and two sons, went into the country of the Mo- 
abites to seek for food. There the two sons married 
wives, the one called Orpha, the other Ruth. After ten 
years' sojourn in Moab, EHmelech died, and his sons 
also, leaving the three widows to mourn their loss toge- 
ther. The famine in the land of Israel was now past, 
and Noemi determined to return to her country and 
kindred. Her daughters-in-law offered to go with her ; 
but when they reached the borders of Israel, she kissed 
them, and bade them stay with their own relations and 
marry again. Orpha yielded to her wishes ; but Ruth, 
more tenderly attached to her mother-in-law, resolved 
to follow her whithersoever she might go. And Noemi 
said to her. Behold, thy kinswoman is returned to her 
people, go thou with her. But Ruth answered. Be not 
against me, to desire that I should leave thee, and de- 
part: for whithersoever thou shalt go, I will go: and 
where thou shalt dweU, I also will dwell. Thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God. The land 
that shall receive thee dying, in the same will I die: 
and there will I be buried. The Lord do so and so to 
me, and add more also, if aught but death part me and 
thee. Then Noemi seeing that Ruth was steadfastly 
determined to go with her, would not be against it, nor 
persuade her any more to return to her friends : so they 
went together, and came to Bethlehem. And when they 
were come into the city, the report was quickly spread 
among all : and the women said : This is that Noemi. 
But she said to them : Call me not Noemi (that is, beau- 
tiful), but call me Mara (that is, bitter) ; for the Al- 
mighty hath quite filled me with bitterness. I went out 
full ; and the Lord hath brought me back empty. Why 
then do you call me Noemi, whom the Lord hath hum- 
bled, and the Almighty hatJi afflicted? So Noemi came 
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with Ruth the Moahitess her daughter-in hiw, from the 
land of her sojoammeDt ; and returned into Bethlehem^ 
in the beginning of the barley-harvest. 

Elimdechy Noemi's husband, who was dead, had a 
kinsman, a powerful man, and very rich, whose name 
was Booz. And Ruth the Moabitess said to her mother- 
in-law : If thou wilt, I will go into the field, and glean 
the ears of com that escape the hands of the reapers, 
wheresoever I shall find grace with a householder that 
will be favourable to me. And she answered her ; Go, 
my daughter. She went therefore, and gleaned the ears 
of com after the reapers. And it happened that the 
owner of that field was Booz, who was of the kindred of 
Ehmelech. And behold, he came out of Bethlehem, and 
said to the reapers : The Lord be with you. And they 
answered him : The Lord bless thee. And Booz said 
to the young man that was set over the reapers : Whose 
maid is this ? And he answered him : This is the Mo- 
abitess, who came with Noemi, from the land of Moab, 
and she desired leave to glean the ears of com that re- 
main, foUowing the steps of the reapers : and she hath 
been in the field from morning till now, and hath not 
gone home for one moment. And Booz said to Ruth : 
Hear me, daughter, do not go to glean in any other 
field ; and do not depart from this place ; but keep with 
my maids, and follow where they reap. For I have 
charged my young men not to molest thee : and if thou 
art thirsty, go to the vessels, and drink of the waters 
whereof the servants drink. She fell on her face, and 
worshipping upon the ground, said to him: Whence 
Cometh this to me, that I should find grace before thy 
eyes, and that thou shouldest vouchsafe to take notice 
of me, a woman of another country ? And he answered 
her : All hath been told me, that thou hast done to thy 
mother-in-law after the death of thy husband ; and how 
thou hast left thy parents, and the land wherein thou 
wast bom, and art come to a people which thou knewest 
not heretofore. The Lord render unto thee for thy 
work ; and mayst thou receive a full reward of the Lord 
the God of Israel, to whom thou art come, and under 
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whose wings thou art fled. And she said : 1 have found 
grace in thy eyes, my lord, who hast comforted me, and 
hast spoken to the heart a{ thy handmaid, who am not 
like to one of thy maids. And Booz said to her : At 
meal-time come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and 
dip thy morsel in the vinegar. So she sat at the side of 
the reapers ; and she heaped to herself frumenty, and 
ate and was filled, and took the leavings. And she 
arose from thence, to glean the ears of com as before. 
And Booz commanded his servants, saying : If she would 
even reap with you, hinder her not : and let fall some 
of your handfub of purpose, and leave them, that she 
may gather them williout shame ; and let no man re- 
buke her when she gathereth them. She gleaned there- 
fore in the field till evening : and beating out with a 
rod, and threshing what she had gleaned, she found 
about the measure of an ephi of barley, that is, three 
bushels : which she took up and returned into the city, 
and shewed it to her mother-in-law : moreover she 



wherewith she had been filled. And her mother-in-law 
said to her : Where hast thou gleaned to-day, and where 
hast thou wrought ? blessed be he that hath had pity 
on thee. And she told her with whom she had wrought : 
and she told the man's name, that he was called Booz. 
And Noemi answered her : Blessed be he of the Lord : 
because the same kindness which he shewed to the Uv- 
ing, he hath kept also to the dead. And again she said : 
The man is our kinsman. And Ruth said, He also 
charged me, that I should keep close to his reapers, till 
all the com should be reaped. And her mother-in-law 
said to her : It is better for thee, my daughter, to go 
out to reap with his maids, lest in another man's field 
some one may resist thee. So she kept close to the 
maids of Booz ; and continued to glean with them, till 
all the barley and the wheat were laid up in the barns. 



brought out, and 




her of the remains of her meat. 
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Chap. XL The Marriage of Ruth. 

After Ruth was returned to her mother-in-law, Noemi 
said to her : My daughter, I will seek rest for thee, and 
will provide that it may be well with thee. This Booz, 
with whose maids thou wast joined in the field, is our 
near kinsman: and behold, this night he winnoweth 
barley in the threshing-floor. Wash thyself therefore, 
and anoint thee, and put on thy best garments, and go 
down to the barn-floor : but let not the man see thee, 
till he shall have done eating and drinking. And when 
he shall go to sleep, mark the place wherein he sleepeth : 
and thou shalt go in, and lift up the clothes wherewith 
he is covered towards his feet, and shalt lay thyself down 
there : and he will tell thee what thou must do. She 
answered : Whatsoever thou shalt command, I will do. 
And she went down to the barn-floor, and did all that 
her mother-in-law had bid her. And when Booz had 
eaten, and drunk, and was merry, he went to sleep by the 
heap of sheaves: and she came softly, and uncovering 
his feet, laid herself down. And behold, when it was now 
midnight the man was afraid, and troubled : and he saw 
a woman lying at his feet : and he said to her : Who art 
thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thy handmaid: 
spread thy coverlet over thy servant, for thou art a near 
kinsman. And he said : Blessed art thou of the Lord, my 
daughter ; and thy latter kindness has surpassed the for- 
mer : because thou hast not followed young men either 
poor or rich. Fear not therefore, but whatsoever thou 
shalt say to me I will do to thee. For all the people that 
dwell within the gates of my city know that thou art a 
virtuous woman. Neither do I deny myself to be near of 
kin; but there is another nearer then I. Rest thou this 
night : and when morning is come, if he will take thee 
by the right of kindred, 3l is well ; but if he will not, 
I will undoubtedly take thee, as the Lord liveth : 
sleep till the morning. So she slept at his feet till the 
n^ht was going off. And she arose before men could 
know one another: and Booz said: Beware lest any 
man know that thou earnest hither. And again he said : 
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Spread thy mantle wherewith thou art covered, and hold 
it with both hands. And when she spread it and held 
it, he measured six measures of barley, and laid it upon 
her. And she carried it, and went into the city, and 
came to her mother-in-law. Who said to her : What 
hast thou done, daughter ? And she told her all that the 
man had done to her. And she said : Behold, he hath 
given me six measures of barley ; for he said : I will 
not have thee to return empty to thy mother-in-law. 
And Noemi said : Wait, my daughter, till we see what 
end the thing will have. For the man will not rest until 
he have accomplished what he hath said. 

Then Booz assembled the chiefs of the town, and 
summoned Ruth's nearest kinsman, and gave him the 
choice of marrying Ruth, and of purchasing from Noemi 
the land which had belonged to her husband. This the 
kinsman refused to do, lest he should injure his own 
family; and Booz then, before the assembled people, 
took Ruth to be his wife. From this marriage sprang 
Obed, who was the grandfather of King David. 



Chap. XII. The Birth of SamueL Heli and his Sons. 

Some time after the marriage of Ruth and Booz, there 
dwelt in Mount Ephraim Elcana, an Israelite, of whose 
two wives, one, Anna, had no children. Mourning over 
her lot, she at length went to offer special prayers to 
Qod at Silo that He would grant her a son. There she 
fell upon her knees, praying silently and fervently, and 
vowing to God that if He would give her a child, he 
should be consecrated to the service of God from the 
day of his birth. Her silent prayers, in which she moved 
her lips, though she uttered no words, were observed by 
HeU the priest, who thought her drunk with wine, from 
the strangeness of her manner, and he sharply reproved 
her. Then she told him her true state ; and he bade her 
go in peace, and trust that God would grant her peti- 
tions. 

After a while God heard her prayers, and gave her a 
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Bon> and tbey called him Samuel, which means, one 
asked of God." And when the child was weaned, she 
took him to the house of God in Silo, and presented 
him to Heli, as an offering to Almighty God. And there 
the child grew up, ministisring before the Lord, and dad 
in a white garment, a token at once of his innocence and 
the sacred work to which he was set apart. From time 
to time his father and mother yisited him, and brought 
him a little coat, the work of his mother's hands. And 
God blessed Elcana and his wife, and gave them three 
more sons and two daughters. And the child Samuel 
grew, and pleased both God and men. 

Heli the priest himself had two sons, Ophni and 
Phinees, young men of dissolute lives, who abused their 
privileges as sons of the priest, and seized for their use 
the flesh of the animals tiiat were sacrificed before they 
were duly offered to God. Their father was too weak 
and foolish to restrain them, and drew down the anger 
of God upon his own head, as well as upon his sons. 
As the young men continued their abominable practices, 
a prophet was sent by God to Heli, to warn him of the 
terrible punishment with which his neglect of his duty 
to his sons would be visited; and telUng him that in 
one day they should both of th^ die, and that his 
family should come to utter beggary. 

Still Heli could not bring Mmself to do his duty ; 
and the child Samuel was instructed by God in a vision 
to repeat to the aged priest the awful sentence that the 
Almighty had pronounced upon him. In those days 
God had ceased to send open visions to his people, and 
every fresh revelation of the Divine will was doubly 
precious to the pious soul. And it came to pass one 
day when Heli lay in his place, and his eyes were grown 
dim, that he could not see : before the lamp of God 
went out, Samuel slept in the temple of the Lord, where 
the ark of God was. And the Lord called, Samuel. And 
he answered : Here am I. And he ran to Heli, and said: 
Here am I ; for thou didst call me. He said: I did not 
call; go back, and sleep. And he went, and slept. 
And the Lord called Samuel again. And Samuel arose. 
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and went to Heli, and said : Here am I ; for thou call- 
edst me. He answered : I did not call thee, my son ; 
return, and sleep. Now Samuel did not yet know the 
Lord : neither had the word of the Lord heen revealed 
to him. And the Lord called Samuel again the third 
time. And he arose up, and went to Heli, and said : 
Here am I ; for thou didst call me. Then Heli under- 
stood that the Lord called the child: and he said to 
Samuel : 60, and sleep : and if He shall call thee any 
more, thou shalt say : Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth. So Samuel went, and slept in his place. And 
the Lord came, and stood : and He called as He had 
called the other times, Samuel, Samuel. And Samuel 
said : Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth : and the 
Lord said to Samuel : Behold, I do a thing in Israel : and 
whosoever shall hear it, hoth his ears shaU tingle. In 
that day, I will raise up against Heli all the things I have 
spoken concerning his house : I will hegin, and I will 
make an end. For I have foretold unto him, that I will 
judge his house for ever, for iniquity; because he knew 
that his sons did wickedly, and did not chastise them. 
Therefore have I sworn to the house of Heli, that the 
iniquity of his house shall not be expiated with victims 
nor offerings for ever. And Samuel slept till morning, 
and opened the doors of the house of the Lord. And 
Samuel feared to tell the vision to Heli. Then Heli 
called Samuel, and said : Samuel, my son. And he 
answered : Here am I. And he asked him : What is 
the word that the Lord hath spoken to thee ? I beseech 
thee, hide it not from me. May God do so and so to 
thee, and add so and so, if thou hide from me one word 
of all that were said to thee. So Samuel told him all 
the words, and did not hide them from him. And 
he answered : It is the Lord : let Him do what is good 
in His sight. And Samuel grew ; and the Lord was 
with Him ; and not one of his words fell to the ground. 
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Chap. Xni. The Death of Heli. The leas and return of 
the Ark. 

It was not long before the threatened vengeance fell 
upon Heli and the people who shared his neglect of the 
will of God. The Philistines, their old foes, attacked 
them, and routed them in battle. The people, however, 
instead of attributing their defeat to the anger of God, 
superstitiously believed that it was because the ark of 
the covenant had not been carried into the fight that 
they had fallen before the swords of the Philistines. 
They went, therefore, to Silo, where the tabernacle was 
then fixed, and took the ark and carried it into their 
camp, and again attacked their enemies. But the 
device profited them nothing; they were routed with 
terrible slaughter ; Heli's sons were slain upon the field 
of battle ; and the ark of God itself fell into the hands 
of the Philistines. And when the tidings of this terrible 
chastisement reached the aged priest and judge, who 
had now ruled Israel for forty years, he fell backwards 
from his seat upon the ground, broke his neck, and 
died upon the spot. 

The Philistines took the ark, and in triumph placed 
it in the temple of their idol-god Dagon, by the side 
jDf the image which they worshipped, in the town of 
Azotus. The following morning, when they entered the 
temple, they found the image of Dagon lying upon the 
ground before the ark of the true God, with the head 
and hands broken off, and the stump fdone remaining. 
Ternble plagues also afflicted the inhabitants of Azotus 
and of Accaron, a place to which the ark was sent by 
the people of Azotus in their terror. For seven months, 
however, the idolaters persisted in keeping possession 
of the sacred treasure. At last, groaning under the 
chastisements which God sent upon them, they returned 
the ark to the Israelites, with offerings of gold from 
every one of the chief cities of Philistia. At Beth- 
sames, the Israelites received the ark with rejoicings; 
but, forgetting the reverence due to it, they irreverently 
gazed into it in crowds, and Almighty God, in His 
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wrath, smote them with sudden death in such numbers, 
that 50,000 of them perished. 

Samuel now assumed the government of his coun- 
trymen as their judge, and induced them to put away 
their idolatrous practices, and for many years under his 
wise guidance the land had rest, and regained the favour 
of God. 



Chap. XIY. The people desire a King. The anointing of SauL 
When Samuel grew old, the people began to be weary 
of the government under which they had so long pros- 
pered, and desired him to give them a king, after the 
pattern of the idolatrous nations around them. They 
were not content to be under the sovereignty of Almighty 
God alone, but trusted that a sovereign prince, such as 
those who ruled their neighbours, would be a better 
protector than the Lord of hosts and His deputies, the 
judges who had governed them from the days of Moses 
until now. 

Samuel himself would not listen to their entreaties, 
and set before them the tyranny and oppression which 
would be practised upon them by any man holding the 
absolute power of a monarch, and warned them that if 
they chose an earthly protector they must lose the guar- 
dianship of their Lord in heaven. Still, bent upon being 
like the heathen, they shut their ears to Samuel's advice, 
and the prophet laid their demands before the Lord in 
prayer; and God granted their prayer, not in mercy, 
but in anger, and gave to Samuel the necessary direc- 
tions for anointing the man whom He xhose to be the 
new sovereign of his fellow-countrymen. 

The chosen monarch was Saul the son of Cis, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a man of noble appearance and great 
personal stature, being a head and shoulders taller than 
ordinary men. This man was about this time travelling 
in search of some asses, belonging to his father, which 
had strayed, and, directed by Divine Providence, he 
came to Samuel's house. There the prophet took a vial 
of oil, and poured it on his head, declaring him to be 
chosen by God to be the king of Israel. He also gave 
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him a token to shew that he was guided by the Spirit 
of God in thus making him king, by foretelling him that 
on his return he should be met at a certain spot by two 
men, who would announce that the asses he sought were 
found ; and that at Gabaa he should be met by a com- 
pany of prophets, or persons whose office it was to sing 
hymns and praises to God, coming towards him with 
songs and instruments of music. And thus it fell out. 
Saul met the prophets, and joined their band, to the 
surprise of all who saw him, so that they exclaimed, 
" Is Saul also among the prophets?" and he united 
with them in their songs and praises, and then returned 
to his father's house. 

Then Samuel called together the people to the Lord 
in Maspha : and he said to the children of Israel : Thus 
saith the Lord the God of Israel : I brought up Israel 
out of Egypt, and delivered you from the hand of the 
Egyptians, and from the hand of aU the kings who 
afflicted you. But you this day have rejected your God, 
who alone hath saved you out of all your evils and your 
tribulations : and you have said : Nay : but set a king 
over us. Now therefore stand before the Lord by your 
tribes, and by your families. And Samuel brought to 
him all the tribes of Israel : and the lot fell on the tribe 
of Benjamin. And he brought the tribe of Benjamin 
and the kindreds thereof : and the lot fell upon the 
kindred of Metri, and it came to Saul the son of Cis. 
They sought him therefore, and he was not found. And 
after this they consulted the Lord whether he would 
come thither. And the Lord answered : Behold, he is 
hidden at home. And they ran and fetched him thence : 
and he stood in the midst of the people : and he was 
higher than any of the people from the shoulders and 
upward. And Samuel said to all the people: Surely 
you see him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there is 
none like him among all the people. And all the people 
cried and said : God save the king. And Samuel told 
the people the law of the kingdom, and wrote it in a 
book, and laid it up before the Lord : and Samuel sent 
away all the people, every one to his own house. 
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Chap. I. Samuel justified by God before the people. 

About a month after the election of Samuel^ he was 
called to lead his subjects against the Ammonites^ who 
invaded the IsraeUtish territory. He marched against 
them, defeated them, and the whole country of Israel 
was filled with rejoicmgs. 

It pleased God, however, to make a fresh and awful 
manifestation, that, notwithstanding the success that at- 
tended the arms of the new monarch, the people had 
sinned in asking for a king, and that their ingratitude 
to the aged Samuel, under whose government they had 
so long prospered, was hateful in His eyes. By the in-^ 
struction of the Almighty, Samuel called the people to- 
gether, and said to them. Behold, I have hearkened to 
your voice in all that you said to me, and have made a 
king over you. And now the king goeth before you : 
but I am old and grey-headed : and my sons are with 
you : having then conversed with you from my youth 
until this day, behold, here I am. Speak of me before 
the Lord, and before His anointed, whether I have taken 
any man's ox or ass : If I have wronged any man, if I 
have oppressed any man, if I have taken a bribe at any 
man's hand : and I will despise it this day, and vnll re- 
store it to you. And they said : Thou hast not wronged 
us, nor oppressed us, nor taken ought at any man's 
hand. And he said to them : The Lord is witness 
against you, and His anointed is witness this day, that 
you have not found any thing in my hand. And they 
said : He is witness. And Samuel said to the people : 
It is the Lord who made Moses and Aaron, and brought 
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our Mhers out of the land of Egypt. Now therefore 
stand up, that I may pkad in judgment against you be- 
fore the Lord, concerning all the kindness of the Lord, 
which He hath shewn to you, and to your fathers : How 
Jacob went into Egypt, and your fathers cried to the 
Lord : and the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, and brought 
your fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell in this 
place : and they forgot the Lord their God : and He 
delivered them into the hands of Sisara captain of the 
army of Hasor, and into the hands of the Philistines, 
and into the hand of the king of Moab : and they fought 
against them. But afterwards they cried to the Lord, 
and said: We have sinned, because we have forsaken 
the Lord, and have served Baalim and Astaroth: but 
now deHver us from the hand of our enemies, and we 
will serve Thee. And the Lord sent Jerobaal, and Badan, 
and Jephte, and Samuel, and delivered you from the 
hand of your enemies round about ; and you dwelt se- 
curely. But seeing that Naas king of the children of 
Ammon was come against you, you said to me : Nay, 
but a king shall reign over us : whereas the Lord your 
God was your king. Now therefore your king is here, 
whom you have chosen and desired : behold, the Lord 
hath given you a king. If you will fear the Lord and 
serve Him, and hearken to His. voice, and not provoke 
the mouth of the Lord ; then shall both you, and the 
king that reigneth over you, be followers of the Lord 
your God. But if you will not hearken to the voice of 
the Lord, but will rebel against His words, the hand of 
the Lord shall be upon you, and \ipon your fathers. 
Now then stand, and see tlds great thing which the 
Lord will do in your sight. Is it not wheat-harvest to- 
day? I wiU call upon the Lord, and He shaU send 
thunder and rain : and you shaU know and 8ee that you 
yourselves have done a great evil in the eight of the 
Lord, in desiring a king over you. And Samuel cried 
unto the Lord : and the Lord sent thunder and rain that 
day. And all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel. And all the people said to Samutl : Pray for 
thy servants to the Lord thy God, that we may not die, 
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for we haTC added to all our sins this evil, to ask for a 
king. And Samuel said to tlie people : Fear not ; you 
have done all this evil : but yet depart not from follow- 
ing the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. 
And turn not aside after vain things, which shall never 
profit you, nor deliver you, because they are vain. And 
the Lord will not forsake His people for His great name's 
sake: because the Lord bath sworn to mtdce you His 
people. And far from me be this sin against the Lord, 
that I should cease to pray for you, and I will teach you 
the good and right way. Therefore fear the Lord, and 
serve Him in truth and with your whole heart ; for you 
have seen the great works wbich He bath done among 
you. But if you will still do wickedly, both you and 
your king shall perisb together. 



Chap. II. The rejection of SauL His Wars with the Philistines 
and the Amalekites. 

Saul had scarcely reigned two years, when he was 
called to wage war upon the old enemies of his race, the 
Philistines. Unhappily for himself, he had scarcely 
commenced the war when he brought upon his own 
head the condemnation of God, and the rejection of his 
family from the throne of Israel. A certain day had 
been appointed by Samuel for the offering a solemn sa- 
crifice to the Lord, in order to draw down His blessing 
upon the approaching conflict For seven days, at the 
end of which Samuel was to have come to the camp 
where Saul was with his army, Saul waited for the 
prophet ; but when Samuel did not then appear, a panic 
began to seize upon the troops, and they deserted their 
posts in great numbers. Saul, therefore, preferring to 
take the matter into his own hands rather than delay 
any more, himself offered the sacrifices, though totally 
unauthorised by the divine law thus to take upon liim- 
self the priestly office. Scarcely had he made an end of 
offering when Samuel came. He severely condemned 
tbe rash haste of Saul, and assured him that as he had 
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been tlius MtblesB atid dkobedient in the moment when 
God was trying his fidelity, the kingdom should be taken 
fh>m him, and giyen to one whom tihe Lord would choose 
after His own heart Thus sa^ng, he left the nionarch' 
to march against his foes. 

Daring the battle which ensued, Saul was so ei^r to 
MLoi^ up the yictorj which God gave him, that he for- 
bade any of the people to taste food until the evening. 
Jonathan, his own son, however, a youth of noble dw- 
and great bravery, and much beloved by the 
people, not knowing what his fktber had don^ tatted 
some honey which he found in a wood. The next day 
his error was discovered ; and his father wctuld have put 
him to death but that the people interfered, and would 
not suffer the cruel punishment to be inflicted. 

Saul's next war was with the peopk of A]Bald^, 
whom a divine command enjoined him utterly to de- 
stroy, fbr their sins against Israel ; sparing netther man, 
i^oman, nor child, nor the cattle of ihe field. He^ at- 
tached the Ainalekites therefore, and siiM>te them With 
a terrible destruction ; but captivated with the richness 
of the spoils, he saved some of the most vahiaMe> uui 
also spared the life of Agag, die Amalekite sovereign. 

And Samuel came to him, as be was offering sacri- 
fice to the Lord from these forbidden spools ; and when 
the prophet came near, Saul greeted him and sud: 
^ssed be thou of the Lotrd: I have foHUted th<$ 
imrd of the Lord. And Samuel said : What meanietk 
then this bleating of the flocks, wMeh soundeth in my 
ears, and the lowing of the l^rds, whidi: I hear? And 
Saul said: They have brought theml from Amalek: 
fi>r the people spared the best of the sheep and of the 
herds, that they might be sacrifleed t6 the Lord thy 
God : but the rest we have shdn. And Samuel swd to 
Saul : Sufler me, aivd iwiH tell thele what the Lord hath 
said to me this night. And he said to him : Spealp 
And Samuel said : When thou wast a little one in thy 
own eyes, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of 
Israel ? And the Lord anointed thee to be king oyer 
Israel: and the Lord sent thee on the way, and said: 

K 
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QtOf and kill the sinners of Amalek : and thou shalt fight 
against them until thou hast utterly destroyed them. 
Why then didst thou not hearken to the Toice of the 
Lord ; hut hast turned to the prey, and hast done evil 
in the eyes of the Lord? And Saul said to Samuel: 
Yea, I haye hearkened to the voice of the Lord, and have 
walked in the way by which the Lord sent me; and 
have brought Agag the king of Amalek : and Amalek I 
have slain. But the people took of the spoils sheep and 
oxen, as the first-fruits of those things that were slain, 
to offer sacrifice to the Lord their God in Galgal. And 
Samuel said : Doth the Lord desire holocausts and vic- 
tims, and not rather that the voice of the Lord should 
be obeyed? For obedience is better than sacrifices; 
and to hearken rather than to offer the fat of rams. 
Because it is like the sin of witchcraft to rebel ; and like 
the crime of idolatry to refuse to obey. Forasmuch 
therefore as thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, 
the Lord hath also rejected thee from being king. And 
Saul said to Samuel: I have sinned, because I have 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy 
words, fearing the people, and obeying their voice. But 
now bear, I beseech thee, my sin ; and return with me, 
that I may adore the Lord. And Samuel said to Saul : 
I wiU not return with thee, because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord ; and the Lord hath rejected thee 
from being king over Israel. And Samuel turned about 
to go away, but he laid hold upon the skirt of his man- 
tle, and it rent. And Samuel said to him : The Lord 
hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day ; and 
hath given it to thy neighbour who is better than thee. 

And Samuel commanded the idolatrous and cruel 
king of the Amalekites to be brought forth ; and there 
on the spot he was slain, because of his bloodthirstiness 
and idolatries. And Samuel came no more to see Saul 
til] the day of his death. 
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Chap. HI. David anointed to be the fdtore King. He slays 
Goliath. 

The prophet, who was thus 6od*s instrament in pro- 
nouneing His judgments upon Saul, yet mourned a long 
time for the fate of the disobedient monarch. At length 
the Lord bade him anoint the chosen one who was to 
ascend the throne of Saul when Saul should die. He 
sent him to seek for David, the youngest of the seven 
sons of Isai, or Jesse, the Bethlehemite. And when the 
youth came before the prophet, he was ruddy and beau- 
tiful to behold, and of a comely face. And Samuel took 
a horn of oil, and poured it upon David's head in the 
midst of his brethren ; and the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon David from that day forward. 

Saul, meanwhile, grew harsh and miserable upon his 
royal throne. An evil spirit troubled him, and afficted 
him with a melaucholy approaching to madness. It was 
found, however, that the strains of sweet music lulled 
his pains, and refreshed him, so that he could rouse 
himself to his ordinary occupations. His servants, there- 
fore, sought for some skilful musician to play upon the 
harp before him ; and learning that the young David 
was an accomplished player, they brought him to the 
wretched king. And when the evil spirit was upon 
Saul, David took his harp and played, and Saul was 
refreshed, for the evil spirit left him. 

The Philistines at this time took courage to attack 
the Israelites again, perhaps hearing of Saul's melan- 
choly state of soul, and thinking he would be easily 
defeated. They advanced, therefore, and encamped in 
the IsraeHtes' territory. In their army was a man of 
gigantic stature, Goliath by name, eight or nine feet 
high, and of enormous strength. This man came out, 
and challenged the Hebrew army to find one of their 
own number to fight him in single combat, with an 
agreement that whichever of the two should slay his 
adversary, to his countrymen dominion should be given 
over the countrymen of the defeated champion. But 
none dared meet him, and for forty days he defied the 
armies of Israel and the God of hosts. 
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At this time Dayid was sent into the camp by his 
father to carry refreshments to his brothers, who were 
fighting men, David himself being a shepherd^ and 
hitherto a man of peace. And when he heard the story 
of Groliath, inspired by the guidance of Almighty Qoa, 
and notwithstanding the sneers of his brothers against 
his youth and presumption, his heart was filled with 
indignation against the blaspheming Philistine. His 
words so struck the men who heard him, that they 
carried him to Saul, who, when he saw him, had for- 
gotten him. 

And when he was brought to the king, he smd : 
Let not any man's heart be dismayed in him: I thy 
servant will go, and will fight against the Philistine. 
And Saul said to David : Thou art not able to with- 
stand this Philistine, nor to fight i^ainst him : for thou 
art but a boy ; but he is a warrior from his youth. 
And David said to Saul : Thy servant k^t his father's 
sheep, and there came a lion, or a bear, and took a 
ram out of the midst- of the flock : and I pursued afler 
them, and struck them, and delivered it out of thdr 
mouth : and they rose up i^ainst me ; and I caught 
them by the throat ; and I strangled, and killed them. 
For I thy servant have killed both a lion and a bear : 
and this uncircumoised Philistine shall be also as one of 
them. I wiU go now and take away the reproach of 
the people: for who is thds uncircumoised Pldlistine, 
who hath dared to curse the army of the living God? 
And David said : The Lord who delivered me out of the 

Saw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. He will 
eliver me out of the hand of this PhDistine. And Saul 
said to David : Qo ; and the Lord be with thee. And 
Saul clothed David with his garments, and put a hdmet 
of brass upon his head> and armed him with a coat of 
mail. And David having girded his sword upon his 
armour, began to try if he could walk in armour : for 
he was not accustomed to it* And David said to Saul : 
I cannot go thus, for I am not used to it. And he laid 
them off. And he took his staff, which he had always 
in his hands : and -chose Mm five smooth stones out of* 
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the brook, and put them into the shepherd's scrip, 
which he had with him : and he took a sling in lus 
hand, and went forth against the Philistine. And the 
Philistine came on, and drew nigh against David, and 
his armour-bearer before him. And when the Philistine 
looked, and beheld David, he despised him : for he was 
a young man, ruddy, and of a comely countenance. 
And the Philistine said to David : Am I a dog, that thou 
comest to me with a staff? And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods. And he said to David : Come to 
me, and I will give thy flesh to the birds of the air, and 
to the beasts of the earth. And David said to the Philis- 
tine : Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, 
and with a shield : but I come to thee in the name of 
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, which 
thou hast defied this day : and the Lord will deliver thee 
into my hand ; and I wiU slay thee, and take away thy 
head from thee : and I will give the carcasses of the 
army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air, 
and to the beasts of the earth ; that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in IsraeL And all this assem- 
bly shall know, that the Lord saveth not with sword 
and spear : for it is His battle, and He will deliver you 
into our hands. And when the Philistine arose, and 
was coming, and drew nigh to meet David, David made 
haste, and ran to the fight to meet the Philistine. And 
he put his hand into his scrip, and took a stone, and 
cast it with the sling ; and fetching it about, struck the 
Philistine in the forehead : and he fell on his face upon 
the earth. And David prevailed over the Philistine, 
with a sling and a stone : and he struck and slew the 
Philistine. And as David had no sword in his hand, he 
ran and stood over the Philistine, and took his sword, 
and drew it out of the sheath, and slew him, and cut off 
his head. And the Philistines seeing that their cham- 
pion was dead, fled away. And the Israelites pursued 
them, and smote them with great slaughter. And 
David took the head of the giant and brought it to 
Saul, who then asked his name and family. 
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Chap. IV. Saul persecutes Dayid. 

From this time a close friendship sprung up between 
Jonathan and David, which lasted unchanged till the 
death of Jonathan. Saul, however, could not endure 
the sight of the young conqueror ; though he knew not 
yet that he was to be his successor on the throne. He 
was jealous of the fame he had won by his victory ; and 
when David again played upon the harp to soothe the 
dark melancholy that oppressed him, he suddenly struck 
at him with a spear ; and but for David's quickness in 
starting aside, would have murdered him on the spot. 
Nevertheless, as he had promised his daughter to the 
conqueror of Groliath, whoever he mi^ht be, he gave his 
daughter Michol to be David's wife. David's prudent 
conduct, however, exasperated him more and more, 
while it won the hearts of all the people. 

At one time Saul again tried to strike David with a 
spear, as he played before him. At another, he sent 
men to kill him in his own house ; and he was only 
saved by being let down from a window by his wife, 
who gained time for David to escape by putting an 
image in his bed, and by persuading the men who 
came to murder him that he lay there sick. The fu- 
ture sovereign thus became an outlaw in the land which 
he was to rule; and it was only the warnings sent 
him by Jonathan that enabled him to escape the fury 
of his persecutor. At one time he and his compa- 
nions were reduced to such a state of starvation, that 
he was compelled to beg of Achimelech the priest some 
of the consecrated loaves, which were offered to God on 
the table of shew-bread. At another he feU into the 
hands of the sovereign of Geth, the birth-place of Go- 
liath, whom he had slain ; and only saved himself by 
feigning to be mad. Achimelech's charity to him also 
brought down the vengeance of Saul upon his head, 
and the king slew the charitable priest, and all the 
priests who were with him ; one of Achimelech's sons, 
Abiathar, alone escaping. In the end his hatred grew 
80 wild, that he followed after David with a large body of 
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ihen, to hunt him out from his hiding-places among the 
mountains. There David was living the life of an outcast, 
though he had gathered together a considerahle hand of 
companions, who served under him as their chief. Twice, 
however, did the oppressor fall unwittingly into the power 
of his intended victim ; and twice did David spare the life 
of Saul, because he was the anointed of the Lord, only 
reproaching him for his cruelty and bloody intentions. 



Chap. V. Saul and the "Witch of Endor. 

The days of Saul were now drawing to their close. The 
Philistines once more attacked the Israelites ; and Saul, 
now no longer answered by God when he consulted 
Him in his difficulties, was terrified, and sought unlaw- 
M means for discovering what was to be the result of 
the coming fight. God answered him neither by dreams, 
nor by priests, nor by prophets. And Saul said to his 
servants : Seek me a woman that hath a divining spirit ; 
and I will go to her, and inquire by her. And his ser- 
vants said to him : There is a woman that hath a divin- 
ing spirit at Endor. Then he diguised himself, and put 
on other clothes : and he went, and two men with him ; 
and they came to the woman by night ; and he said to 
her : Divine to me by thy divining spirit, and bring me 
up him whom I shall tell thee. And the woman said to 
him: Behold, tbou knowest all that Saul hath done, 
how he bath rooted out the magicians and sooth- 
sayers from the land : why then dost thou lay a snare 
for my life, to cause me to be put to death ? And Saul 
swore unto her by the Lord, saying : As the Lord liveth, 
there shaU no evil happen to thee for this thing. And 
the woman said to him : Whom shall I bring up to thee ? 
And he said: Bring me up Samuel. And when the 
woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice, 
and said to Saul: Why hast thou deceived me? for 
thou art Saul. And the king said to her : Fear not : 
what hast thou seen ? And the woman said to Saul : I 
saw gods ascending out of the earth. And he said to her: 
What form is he of ? And she said : An old man cometh 
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up, and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul un- 
derstood that it was Samuel : and he bowed himself with 
his face to the ground* and adored. And Samuel said tQ 
Saul : Why hast thou disturbed my rest, that I should 
be brought up ? And Saul said : I am in great distress : 
for the Philistines fight against me ; and God is departed 
from me, and would not hear me, neither by the hand 
of prophets, nor by dreams: ther^ore I have called 
thee, that thou mayest shew me what I shall do. And 
Samuel said : Why askest thou me^ seeing the Lord has 
departed from thee, and is gone over to thy rival : for 
the Lord will do to thee as He spoke by me : and He 
will rend thy kingdom out of thy hand, and will give it 
to thy neighbour David : because thou didst not obey 
the voice of the Lord, neither didst thou execute ihe 
wrath of His indignation upon Amalek. Therefore hath 
the Lord done to thee what thou sufferest this day. 
And the LcHrd also will deliver Israel with thee into the 
hands of the Philistines : and to-morrow thou and thy 
sons shall be with me : and the Lord will also deUver 
the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines. 
And forthwith Saul fell all along on the ground : for he 
was frightened with the words of Samuel: aud there 
was no strength in him ; for he had eaten no bread all 
that day. And the woman came to Saul (for he was 
very much troubled) and said to him: Behdd^ thy 
handmaid hath obeyed thy voice ; and I have put my 
life in my hand : and I hearkened unto the words which 
thou spokest to me. Now therefore hear thou also 
the voice of thy handmaid ; and let me set before thee 
a morsel of bread, that thou mayest eat and recover 
strength, and be able to go on thy journey. But he 
refused and said : I will not eat. But his servants and 
the woman forced him: and at length hearkening to 
their voice, he arose from the ground, and sat upon the 
bed. Now the woman had a fatted calf in the nouse ; 
and she made haste, and killed it: and taking meal 
kneaded it, and baked some unleavened bread, and set 
it before Saul, and before his servants. And when they 
had eaten they rose up, and walked all that night* 
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Chap. YI: The Death of Saul. Dayid made King. 

In the battle that followed, the Israelites fled before 
their enemies ; and Saul was wounded by the archers, 
and Jonathan and two of his other sons were slain. 
And seeing that all was lost, he took his sword and 
threw himself upon it, and died upon the field of battle. 
Tidings of his death were brought to David, by a man 
who boasted that with his own hand he had slain 
the king, hoping for a reward from David. But David 
had him slam upon the spot, for lifting up his hand 
against the Lord's anointed. And he mourned for 
Saul and Jonathan, and said: Consider, Israel, for 
them that are dead, wounded on thy high places. 
The illustrious of Israel are slain upon thy mountains : 
how are the valiant fallen ! Tell it not in Geth ; pub- 
lish it not in the streets of Ascalon : lest the daughters 
of the Philistines rejoice ; lest the daughters of the 
uncircumcised triumph. Ye mountains of Gelboe, let 
neither dew nor rain come upon you, neither be they 
fields of first-fruits : for there was cast away the shield 
of the valiant, the shield of Saul, as though he had not 
been anointed with oil. From the blood of the slain, 
firom the fat of the valiant, the arrow of Jonathan never 
turned back, and the sword of Saul did not return 
empty. Saul and Jonathan, lovely and comely in their 
life, even in death they were not divided: they were 
swifter than eagles, stronger than lions. Ye daughters 
of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you with scarlet 
in delights, who gave ornaments of gold for your attire. 
How are the valiant fallen in battle ! Jonathan slain in 
the high places ! I grieve for thee, my brother Jonathan, 
exceeding beautiful, and amiable to me above the love of 
women. As the mother loveth her only son, so did I 
love thee. How are the valiant fallen, and the weapons 
of war perished I 

When the mourning was past, the people who were 
of the tribe of Juda lost no time in acknowledging 
David as their sovereign, and he at once assumed the 
royal power over them. Isboseth, however, a surviving 
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son of Saul, claimed the soyereignty over the other 
tribes, and governed them a while, till two of his own 
servants murdered him. David then, having put the 
murderers to death, was acknowledged king by the 
whole nation, being now thirty years of age. His first 
act was to conquer the city of Jerusalem, which, until 
now, had remained in the hands of one of the remaining 
tribes of Chanaan, and there he fixed his royal residence, 
and fortified the Mount Sion. And he gave the people 
rest from their enemies, defeating the Philistines, and 
entering into a league with Hiram the king of Tyre, 
from whom he obtained precious materiab and workmen 
for the building of his royal house. 



Chap. YU. David proposes to build a Temple at Jerusalem. 
His prayer and thanksgiving. 

David's first care was to provide for the honour of God, 
who had so wonderfully favoured him, by bringing the 
ark of the covenant from the temporary place of secu- 
rity where it had been placed after being recovered from 
the heathen. He intended to have it taken to his own 
house at Jerusalem, but was deterred from so doing by 
one of those awful manifestations of the Divine anger 
against all irreverent dealing with sacred things by 
which Almighty Grod at times taught His people to fear 
His Majesty. The ark was carried upon a car, with in- 
struments of music playing, and a vast procession of the 
people, when, at a certain place, the oxen which drew it 
kicked, and Oza, one of the men who drove the oxen, 
rashly put forth his hand and hud hold of the ark, to 
prevent it from falling. Doubtless, in his inward heart 
he was not moved by real reverence to the Lord to do 
this, but regiffded the ark of God as he would have re- 
garded a piece of common household furniture ; for in 
an instant God struck him dead, and he died there be- 
fore the ark. 

David, however, feared that this punishment of Oza 
was a token of the Divine displeasure ; and instead of 
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taking it to his own borne, he had it carried at once to 
the hoase of Obededom the Getbite. But God so 
blessed the household of Obededom, that the king, 
after three months, resolved to carry the ark to his pa- 
lace at Jerusalem ; and with all solemnities it was taken 
and placed in a tabernacle erected for its reception. On 
the way David himself danced before the ark with ex- 
cess of joy ; and bread and meat were distributed to all 
the multitude of the people. One person alone is re- 
corded to. have been untouched with the pious fervour. 
Michol,.Dayid*s own wife, the daughter of Saul, scorned 
her husband for his dancing before the ark, like one of 
the poorest of the people ; and for a punishment upon 
her godless pride, she bore no children until the day of 
her death. 

And now that the land was at rest from its enemies, 
and David's throne was established in peace, he said to 
Nathan the prophet : Dost thou see that I dwell in a 
house of cedar, and the ark of God is lodged within 
skins ? And Nathan said to the king : Go, do all that 
is in thy heart : because the Lord is with thee. But it 
came to pass that night, that the word of the Lord came 
to Nathan, saying : Go, and say to My servant David : 
Thus saith the Lord : Shalt thou build Me a house to 
dwell in ? Whereas I have not dwelt in a house from 
the day that I brought the children of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt even to this day ; but have walked in a 
tabernacle, and in a tent. In all the places that I have 
gone through with all the children of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word to any one of the tribes of Israel, whom I 
commanded to feed My people Israel, saying : Why have 
you not built Me a house of cedar? Ana now thus shah 
thou speak to My servant David : Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts : I took thee out of the pastures from foUowing 
the sheepi to be ruler over My people Israel : and I have 
been with thee wheresoever thou hast walked, and have 
slain all thy enemies from before thy face : and I have 
made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great 
ones that are on the earth. And I will appoint a place 
for My people Israel : and I will plant them, and they 
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shall dwell therein, and shall he disturhed no more: 
neither shall the children of iniquity afflict them any 
more as they did before, from the day that I appointed 
judges over My people Israel ; and I will give thee rest 
from all thy enemies. And the Lord £oretelleth to thee, 
that the Lord will make thee a house. And when thy 
days shall be fulfilled, and thou shah sleep with thy 
fathers, I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shaU 
proceed out of thy bowels : and I will establish his king- 
dom. He shall build a house to My name ; and I will 
establish the tlirone of his kingdom for ever. I will be 
to him a father, and he shall be to Me a son : and if he 
commit any iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of 
men, and with the stripes of the children of men. B«t 
My mercy I will not take away from him, as I took it 
away from Saul, whom I removed from before My face. 
And thy house shall be faithful, and thy kingdom for 
ever before thy face : and thy throne shall be firm for 
ever. According to all these words, and according to 
all this vision, so did Nathan speak to David. And 
David went in, and sat before the Lord, and said : Who 
am I, Lord God, and what is my house, that Thou 
hast brought me thus far ? But yet this hath seemed 
little in Thy sight, Lord God, unless Thou didst also 
speak of the house of Thy servant for a long time to 
come : for this is the law of Adam, Lord God. And 
what can David say more unto Thee ? for Thou knowest 
Thy servant, Lord God : for Thy word's sake, and ac- 
cording to Thy own heart Thou hast done ail these great 
things ; so that Thou wouldst make it known to Thy ser- 
vant Therefore Thou art magnified, Lord Grod, be- 
cause there is none like to Thee ; neither is there any 
God besides Thee, in all the things that we have heard 
with our ears. And what nation is there upon earth, as 
Thy people Israel, whom God went to redeem for a peo- 
ple to Himself, and to make Him a name, and to do for 
them great and terrible things, upon the earth, before 
the face of Thy people, whom Thou redeemedst to Thyself 
out of Egypt, from tbe nations and their gods ? For 
Thou hast confirmed to Thyself Thy people Israel to be 
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an everlasting people : and Thou, Lord God, art be- 
come their God. And now, Lord God, raise up for 
ever the word that Thou hast spoken concerning Thy 
servant, and concerning his house ; and do as Thou hast 
spoken, that Thy name may be magnified for ever, and 
it may be said : Hie Lord of hosts is God over Israel. 
And the house of Thy servant David shall be established 
before the Lord, because Hiou, Lord of hosts, God of 
Israel, hast revealed to the ear of Thy servant, saying : 
I will build Thee a house : therefore hath Thy servant 
found in his heart to pray this prayer to Thee. And 
now, Lord Grod, Thou art God, and Thy words shall 
be true ; for Thou hast spoken to Thy servant these good 
tilings. And now begin, and bless the house of Thy 
servant, that it may endure for ever before Thee : be- 
cause Thou, Lord Qod, hath spoken it ; and with Hiy 
bles^g let the house of Thy servant be blessed for ever. 



Chap. YIII. Dand's Adukery and Repentance. 

For a while prosperity crowned all David's works ; he 
defeated the rhilistines, the Moabites, and all the ene- 
mies of his nation ; and his government of the people 
was distinguished for its justice and happy results. He 
remembered also his unifortunate predecessor on the 
throne, and made inquiries if any of SauFs kindred re- 
mained alive, that for Jonathan's sake he might shew 
them kindness. One was found, Miphibosedi, a son 
of Jonathan, who was lame in both his feet ; and to 
him David gave all SauFs private possessions, taking 
him at the same time to live in his own palace, and to 
eat at his table, as if he were one of the king's sons. 

A war soon after broke out with the Ammonites, in 
consequence of a grievous insult offered to David's am- 
bassadors, whom he sent to congratulate the young king 
of the country on his accession to the throne. Success 
soon crowned the arms of Israel, while David himself 
fell into a fearful sin, which broueht down the judg- 
ments of God upon his head. In the East it is a 
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frequent custom to make the roofs of the houses flat, 
for walking upon ; and David one day, after the noon- 
day sleep, which is commonly taken in hot countries, 
wsJking upon the roof of his palace, saw in a neigh- 
houring house a woman of great heauty, Bethsahee by 
name, the wife of Urias, one of the officers of his army, 
who was at this time engaged at the siege of Rabba, a 
fortified city of the Ammonites. Overpowered by un- 
holy passion, and forgetting alike his duty to God and 
to man, he sent for the woman to his house ; and when 
he found that a child was about to be born to her, the 
fruit of his unlawful intercourse, he planned a still 
greater wickedness. He first sent for Unas ; and Urias, 
knowing nothing of the injury the king had done him, 
received his attentions with all respect, but returned 
immediately to the camp before Rabba without seeing 
his wife. David then, entirely possessed by the devil, 
sent private orders to Joab, the general of his army, 
and a man of violent and unscrupulous character, to 
place Urias in such a position in the fieht that he might 
be certainly slain. Tms Joab did ; and when Urias was 
killed by the Ammonites, he sent word to tell the guilty 
monarch. And when the time was passed which cus- 
tom required for a widow to mourn for her husband, 
Bethsahee married David, and became his lawful wife. 

Grod then, in mercy to his sinful servant, sent the 
prophet Nathan to rebuke him for his iniquities. Na- 
than came to the king, and related to him a parable. 
There were two men, he said, in one city, the one rich, 
and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many 
sheep and oxen. But the poor man had nothing at 
all but one little ewe-lamb, which he had bought and 
nourished up ; and which had grown up in his house 
together with his children, eating of his bread, and 
dmiking of his cup, and sleeping in his bosom : and 
it was unto him as a daughter. And when a certain 
stranger was come to the rich man, he spared to take 
of his own sheep and oxen, to make a feast for that 
stranger, who was come to him, but took the poor 
man's ewe, and dressed it for the man that was come 
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td him. And David's anger being exceedingly kindled 
against that man, he said to Nathan : As the Lord liyeth^ 
the man that hath done this is a child of death. He 
shall restore the ewe four-fold ; because he did this 
thing, and had no pity. And Nathan said to David : 
Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord the God of 
Israel : I anointed thee king over Israel : and I de- 
livered thee from the hand of Saul ; and gave thee thy 
master's house and thy master's wives into thy bosom, 
and gave thee the house of Israel and Juda : and if these 
things be Httle, I shall add far greater things unto thee. 
Why, therefore, hast thou despised the word of the 
Lord, to do evil in My sight? Thou hast killed Urias 
the Hethite with the sword, and hast taken his wife 
to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of 
the children of Ammon. Therefore the sword shall 
never depart from thy house, because thou hast de- 
spised Me, and hast taken the wife of Urias the Heth- 
ite to be thy wife. And David said to Nathan: I 
have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said to 
David : The Lord hath also taken away thy sin : thou 
shalt not die. Nevertheless, because thou hast given 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme for 
this thing, the child that is bom to thee shaU surely 
die. And Nathan returned to his house. The Lord 
also struck the child which the wife of Urias had borne 
to David : and his life was despaired of. And David 
besought the Lord for the child : and David kept a fast, 
and going in by himself lay upon the ground. And 
the ancients of his house came, to make him rise from 
the ground ; but he would not : neither did he eat meat 
with them. And it came to pass on the seventh day that 
the child died : and the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead. For they said : Behold, 
when the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he 
would not hearken to our voice : how much more will 
he afflict himself, if we tell him that the child is dead ? 
But when David saw his servants whispering, he under- 
stood that the child was dead ; and he said to his ser- 
vants : Is the child dead ? They answered him : He is 
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dead. Then David arose from the grotind, and washed, 
and anointed himself: and when he had changed his 
apparel, he went into the honse of the Lord, and wcnr- 
shipped : and then be came into his own house, and he 
called for bread, and ate. And his servants said to him: 
What thing is this that thon hast done ? thon didst fast 
and weep for the child, while it was abye ; but when 
the child was dead, thou didst rise up, and eat bread. 
And he said : While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept for him : for I said : Who knoweth whether 
the Lord may not give him to me, and the child may 
live? But now that he is dead, why should I fkstf 
Shall I be able to bring him back any more? I shall 
go to him rather ; but he shall not return to me. 

After this, another son was bom to David and Betb- 
sabee, named Solomon, and the child found favour in 
the sight of God. David also marched himself agamst 
the Ammonites, took Rabba, and ended the war. 



Chap. IX. The Bebellion and Death of Absalom. 

Terriri^e calanxities now fell upon David in the yery 
bosom of his family, and from the time of his^ on 
against Urias he never more knew perfect peace. One 
of his sons, Amnon, committed violence upon his half* 
sister Thamar; and when the tidings of thfe dreadfcd 
crime reached Thamar* s brother Absalom, a son mnc^ 
beloved by his father David, ^ed with fury, Absal(M 
treacherously slew his half-brother Amnon, insfeaci of~ 
leaving the punishment of the sin to the proper autheM 
ndes, and fied away. For a time the king was utterly 
overcome by this frightfid calanuty in his family ; and 
'while he would not suffer Absalom to return under pain 
of death, be himself was so completely overwhelmed that 
he could not attend to his common duties as a sovereign. 
At last, by a device of Joab, he was brought to pardon 
Absalom, and sufiiered him to come to his house, only 
forbidding him to appear in his facer's presence. 

David's clemency, however, only stirred np the pas- 
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sions of his headstrong son ; and Ahsalom proceeded to 
lay a plan for dethroning his father, and seizing the 
crown for himself. By feigning a great love for justice, 
and spreading evil reports against his father, he sue- 



as to force David to flee as an exile from Jerusalem. 
Gaining thus possession of his father's house and of his 
wives, he committed every sort of wickedness. But his 
triumph was short-lived ; for David, with the help of 
Joah, gathered together a large body of the people, and 
defeated the adherents of his rebellious son. Absalom 
himself was caught by his head in the branches of a 
tree, as he rode from the field of battle ; and his horse 
galloping from under him, left him hanging in the air. 
Tidings of his situation were brought to Joab, and he, 
regardless of David's strict command that the life of 
Absalom should be spared, himself smote the young 
man to the heart, and he died there, hanging to the 
branches. But David mourned for the death of his 
beloved child, notwithstanding all his crimes, until the 
whole people were grieved at his selfish sorrow. Joab 
then vehemently remonstrated with him, and he re- 
sumed his former energies. He partly pardoned one 
man, Semei, who, at the time of his exile, had heaped 
curses upon him, promising to spare his life during his 
own lifetime. He rewarded Berzellai, a man of Gilead, 
who had provided him and his soldiers with provisions 
in their need ; and he excused Miphiboseth for his 
apparent neglect when the king was driven from his 
bouse by his rebellious child. 



Chap. X. Dayid's sin in Numbering the People. 

After this time God sent to Israel one of those visita- 
tions by which, in His mysterious justice, He frequently 
punishes the children for the sins of their fathers, and 
afflicts a whole nation for the transgressions of some 
few among them. For three successive years there was 
a famine in the land 3 and when David consulted the will 
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of the Lord by those means ^bich God still permitted 
His people to learn His pleasare, be was told that it was 
for Saul and his bloody bouse, because be bad broken 
the covenant made by Josue with the Gabaonites, and 
put many of them undeservedly to death. In accord* 
ance with the rules in which justice was frequently 
administered in those times, David then gave the Gra- 
baonites the choice of the punishment that should be 
inflicted upon the descendants of their persecutor. They 
asked that seven of Saul's posterity should be given up 
to them to be put to death. This therefore was done, 
and the famine ceased. 

David himself was now growing old, and in the pride 
of his heart he was seized with a desire to learn the 
exact numbers of the people whom he governed. This, 
indeed, was a forbidden thing ; for God had promised 
to make the people innumerable, as the stars of the 
heaven or the sands on the sea-shore ; and any wish 
to ascertain their precise amount was a sign of want of 
faith in the promises and protection of tbe Almighty. 
Even Joab, bloodthirsty and unprincipled as he was, 
remonstrated with the king on his determination ; but 
in vain. David caused the reckoning to be made ; and 
there appeared to be of the tribe of Juda (the largest 
of the tribes) 500,000 men capable of fighting in battle, 
and of the rest of the tribes 800,000. We may there- 
fore conclude, that the whole population of the kingdom, 
including old and young, men and won^en, amounted 
to six or seven millions. 

And David's heart struck him after the people were 
numbered : and David said to the Lord : I have sinned 
very much in what I have done : but I pray thee, 
Lord, to take away the iniquity of Thy servant, because 
I have done exceeding foolishly. And David arose in 
the morning : and the word of the Lord came to Grad 
the prophet and the seer of David, saying : Go, and say 
to David : Thus saith the Lord : I give thee thy dioioe 
of three things : choose one of them which thou wilt, 
that I may do it to thee. And when Gad was come to 
David, he told him, saying : Either seven years of fa- 
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mine shall come to thee m thy land : or thon shalt flee 
three months before thy adversaries, and they shall pnr- 
sae thee : or for three days there shall be a pestilence 
in thy land. Now therefore deliberate, and see what 
answer I shall return to Him that sent me. And David 
said to Gad : I am in a great strait : but it is better that 
I should fall into the hands of the Lord (for His mercies 
are many) than into the hands of men. And the Lord 
sent a pestilence upon Israel, from the morning unto 
the time appointed : and there died of the people from 
Dan to Bersabee seventy thousand men. And when the 
angel of the Lord had stretched out his hand over Jeru- 
salem to destroy it, the Lord had pity on the affliction ; 
and said to the angel that slew the people : It is enough: 
now hold thy hand. And the angel of the Lord was by 
the threshing-floor of Areuna the Jebusite. And David 
said to the Lord, when he saw the angel striking the 
people : It is I, I am he that have sinned ; I have done 
wickedly : these that are the sheep, what have they 
done ? let Thy hand, I beseech Thee, be turned against 
me, and against my father's house. And Gad came to 
David that day, and said : Go up, and build an altar to 
the Lord in the threshing-floor of Areuna the Jebusite. 
And David went up according to the word of €kd, which 
the Lord had commanded him. And Areuna looked, 
and saw the king and his servants coming towards him : 
and going out he worshipped the king, bowing vrith 
his face to the earth, and said : Wherefore is my lord 
the king coiAe to his servant? And David said to him : 
To buy the threshing-floor of thee, and build an altar 
to the Lord, that the plague, which rageth among the 
people, may cease. And Areuna said to David : Let my 
lord the king take, and ofier, as it seemeth good to him : 
thou hast here oxen for a holocaust, and the wain and 
the yokes of the oxen for wood. : All these thin^ Areuna 
as a king gave to the king : tind Areuna said to the 
king : The Lord thy God receive thy vow. And the 
king answered him, and said : Nay, but I will buy it of 
thee at a price ; and I will not offer to the Lord my God 
holocausts free-cost So David bought the floor, and 
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the oxen, for fifty sides of silver : and David built there 
an altar to the Lord, and offered holocausts and peace- 
offerings : and the Lord became merciful to the land ; 
and the plague was stayed from Israel. 



Chap. XI. Solomon is made Kmff. The Death of David. 
The Judgment of Solomon. 

Increasing infirmities now warned the people of Is- 
rael that David* s days were nearly ended. One of his 
sons, Adonias, preparing for his father* s death, already 
proclaimed himself his successor ; and David had not 
strength to resist him. Nathan the prophet and Beth- 
sabee went, therefore, to him, and urged him to lose 
no time in fulfilling his former promise, that Solomon 
should succeed him upon the throne ; and by their ad- 
vice the king caused Solomon at once to be anointed 
sovereign over Israel. Adonias then fled to the altar 
of the Lord, and, laying hold upon it, claimed refuge 
and safety ; and Solomon promised it to him, so long 
as he should remain faithful and quiet. Solomon also 
received directions from his father to put to death Se- 
mei, whom he had spared during his own life, and also 
Joab, for the murders he had committed. Then, en- 
couraging his son to be firm in his obedience to the 
Divine law, the aged monarch died in peace. 

Solomon now married the daughter of the king of 
Egypt, and offered solemn sacrifices to God, to draw 
down His blessing upon his future reign. And the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream by night, saying : Ask 
what thou wilt that I should give thee. And Solomon 
said : Thou hast shewn great mercy to Thy servant 
David my father, even as he walked before Thee in 
truth, and justice, and an upright heart with Thee : and 
Thou hast kept Thy great mercy for him, and hast 
given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 
And now, Lord God, Thou hast made Thy servant 
king instead of David my father : and I am but a child, 
and know not how to go out and come in. And Thy 
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seryant is in the midst of the people which Thou hast 
chosen, an immense people, which cannot be numbered 
nor counted for multitude. Give therefore to Thy ser- 
vant an understanding heart, to judge Thy people, and 
discern between good and evil. For who shall be able 
to judge this people Thy people which is so numerous. 
And the word was pleasing to the Lord that Solomon 
had asked such a thing. And the Lord said to Solo- 
mon : Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not 
asked for thyself long life nor riches, nor the lives of 
thy enemies, but hast asked for thyself wisdom to discern 
judgment, behold, I have done for thee according to 
thy words, and have given thee a wise and understand- 
ing heart ; insomuch that there hath been no one like 
thee before thee, nor shall arise after thee* Yea, and 
the things also which thou didst not ask, I have given 
thee : to wit, riches and glory, so that no one hath been 
like thee among the kings in all days heretofore. And 
if thou wilt walk in My ways, and keep My precepts 
and My commandments, as thy father walked, I will 
lengthen thy days. 

A singular dispute soon afterwards tried the sagacity 
of the new monarch ; and the judgment he gave dis- 
played the extraordinary wisdom with which God had 
endowed him. Two women had each a child born at 
the same time to them ; but one of the children died, 
and its mother, anxious to possess an infant, though 
not really her own, appealed to the king, and declared 
solemnly that the living child was hers, and had been 
stolen from her by the other woman. No one could 
decide the quarrel ; for no one knew any thing of what 
had happened ; and each of the women, as they were 
both of them persons of bad character, was equally 
unworthy of being believed. Solomon, therefore, know- 
ing what would be a mother's feehngs towards her true' 
cMld, commanded the Hving infant to be cut into two 
parts, and one part to be given to each of the wo- 
men. As the king had expected, the real mother cried 
out in horror at the command, and entreated that, ra- 
ther than the child should be slain, it should be taken 
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from her, and giyen to the other woman ; for thoa at 
least ita life would be preserved. The false mother, at 
the same time, was wiUing that the child should be cut 
into two pieces, as the king commanded. Solomon 
then saw which was the true and which the pretended 
mother, and he gave the child to the woman to whom 
it rightfully belonged. 



Chap. XIL The Bmlding of the Temple, and its Dedication. 

Under the rule of Solomon, the Israehtes reached their 
highest point of temporal prosperity. The sovereign 
himself was distinguished for a supernatural degree of 
wisdom ; so much so, that his name was not only a pro- 
verb amongst the Jews, and has so continued to this 
day, but among other nations of the East his fame has 
not even yet passed way. He combined a universal 
acquaintance with all the learning and science of his 
time, with a most wonderful knowledge of the heart of 
man and of all that goes on in the world. He wrote 
the books of Proverbs, of Ecclesiastes, and the Can- 
ticle of Canticles, or Song of Solomon, which, under 
the symbols of natural love, prefigures the mutual love 
of Christ and His Church. The Book of Wisdom con- 
tains also Solomon's sentiments on many of the greatest 
subjects which can occupy the mind of man ; but it is 
not known who was its actual writer. 

Israel was now at perfect peace ; and Solomon pro- 
ceeded to put his father's plans into execution for the 
building a gorgeous temple to Almighty God in Jeru- 
salem. For this purpose, he agreed with Hiram king 
of Tyre for the supply of timber from Mount Lebanon, 
and collected the ablest artists and workmen from the 
Jewish nation for the construction of the new edifice. 

The temple, when completed, was not what we now 
should call a large building, for the nature of the Mosaic 
worship did not require the people themselves to be 
present within the building. The whole was not much 
larger than many an old village church in our country 
parishes. It consisted of two parts, like the old taber- 
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nacle. The first of these was about sixty feet long, 
thirty wide, and forty-five high, and was called the sanc- 
tuary. Beyond this was the holy of holies, divided from 
the sanctuary by a partition, and about thirty feet long, 
and the same height and width as the sanctuary. The 
waUs and roof of the building were all covered with 
cedar, and the flooring was of fir ; and the whole was 
covered with plates of gold. Neither axe nor hammer, 
nor any iron tool, was used in the construction, for the 
stones and all the materials were hewn and prepared 
before they were brought to the spot. 

Within were placed the ark, the altars, the candle- 
stick, and the other furniture for divine service, as in 
the tabernacle ; with a vast number of golden vessels 
for every purpose that thev could be needed. An im- 
mense brass laver, or sea (so called from its great size), 
was placed in the court of the temple, for washing, sup- 
ported by twelve brazen oxen ; another proof, in addition 
to various others, that the commandment that the Jews 
should make no images meant only that they should not 
make them for the purpose of turning them into idols. 

Seven years passed in the building and completion 
of the whole ; and when all was prepared, a vast assem- 
blage pf the people, with their chiefs, and elders, and 
priests, came together to the dedication, and to bring 
the ark into its new resting-place. And it came to 
pass, when the priests were come out of the sanctuary, 
that a cloud filled the house of the Lord. And the 
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud : 
for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the 
Lord. Then Solomon said : The Lord said that He 
would dwell in a cloud. Building I have built a house 
for Thy dwelling, to be Thy most firm throne for ever. 
And the king turned his face, and blessed all the assem- 
bly of Israel : for all the assembly of Israel stood. And 
Solomon said : Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 
who spoke with His mouth to David my father, and 
with His own hands hath accomplished it, saying : Since 
the day that I brought My people Israel out of Egypt, 
I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel, for a 
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house to be built, that My name might be there : but I 
chose David to be over My people Israel. And David 
my father would have built a house to the name of the 
Lord the God of Israel : and the Lord said to David my 
father : Whereas thou hast thought in thy heart to build 
a house to My name, thou hast done well in having this 
same thing in thy mind. Nevertheless thou shalt not 
build Me a house : but thy son, that shall come forth 
out of thy loins, he shall build a house to My name. 
The Lord hath performed His word which He spoke : 
and I stand in the room of David my father, and sit 
upon the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised ; and 
have built a house to the name of the Lord the God of 
Israel. And I have set there a place for the ark wherein 
is the covenant of the Lord, which He made with our 
fathers, when they came out of the land of Egypt. And 
Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord, in the sight 
of the assembly of Israel, and spread forth his hands 
towards heaven ; and said : Lord God of Israel, there is 
no God like Thee in heaven above, or on earth beneath : 
who keepest covenant and mercy with Thy servants that 
have walked before Thee with all their heart : who hast 
kept with Thy servant David my father, what Thou hast 
promised him: with Thy mouth Thou didst speak, and 
with Thy hands Thou hast performed, as this day 
proveth. Now, therefore, Lord God of Israel, keep 
with Thy servant David my father what Thou hast 
spoken to him, saying : There shall not be taken away 
of thee a man in My sight, to sit on the throne of 
Israel : yet so that thy children take heed to their way. 



sight. And now. Lord God of Israel, let Thy words be 
established, which Thou hast spoken to Thy servant 
David my father. Is it then to be thought that God 
should indeed dwell upon earth ? for if heaven, and the 
heavens of heavens cannot contain Thee, how much less 
this house which I have built ? But have regard to the 
prayer of Thy servant, and to his supplications, Lord 
my God : hear the hymn and the prayer, which Thy 
servant prayeth before Thee this day: that Thy eyes 
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may be open upon this house night and day ; upon the 
house of which Thou hast said : My name shall be 
there : that Thou mayst hearken to the prayer, which 
Thy servant prayeth in this place to Thee. That Thou 
mayst hearken to the supplication of Thy servant, and 
of Thy people Israel, whatsoever they shall pray for in 
this place ; and hear them in the place of Thy dwelling 
in heaven ; and when Thou hearest, shew them mercy. 
For they are Thy people and Thy inheritance, whom 
Thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt, from the 
midst of the furnace of iron. That Thy eyes may be 
open to the supplication of Thy servant, and of Thy 
people Israel, to hear them in all things for which they 
shall call upon Thee. For Thou hast separated them 
to Thyself for an inheritance from among all the people 
of the earth, as Thou hast spoken by Moses Thy ser- 
vant, when Thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, 
Lord God. And it came to pass, when Solomon had 
made an end of praying all this prayer and supplication 
to the Lord, that he rose from before the altar of the 
Lord : for he had fixed both knees on the ground, and 
had spread his hands toward heaven. And he stood, 
and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, 
saying : Blessed be the Lord, who hath given rest to 
His people Israel, according to all that He promised : 
there hath not failed so much as one word of all the 
good things that He promised by His servant Moses. 
The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our 
fathers, and not leave us, nor cast us off: but may He 
incline our hearts to Himself, that we may walk in all 
His ways, and keep His commandments, and His cere- 
monies, and all Ilis judgments which He commanded 
our fathers. And let these my words, wherewith I have 
prayed before the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God 
day and night, that He may do judgment for His ser- 
vant, and for His people Israel day by day : that all the 
people of the earth may know, that the Lord He is God, 
and there is no other besides Him. Let our hearts also 
be perfect with the Lord our God, that we may walk in 
His statutes, and keep His commandments, as at this 
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day. And the king, and all Israel with him, offered 
victims before the Lord. And Solomon slew victims of 
peace^fferings, which he sacrificed to the Lord, two-and- 
twenty thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thou- 
sand sheep : so the king and the children of Israel de- 
dicated the temple of the Lord. 

For seven days the sacrifices and f eastings con- 
tinued ; and on the eighth day the people separated^ and 
went to their dwellings rejoicing. 



Chap. XIII. The Queen of Saba. Solomon's Fall and Death. 

Again God vouchsafed to appear to Solomon, and said 
to him : I have heard thy prayer and thy suppHcation, 
which thou hast made before Me : I have sanctified this 
house^ which thou hast built, to put My name there for 
ever : and My eyes and My heart shall be there always. 
And if thou wilt walk before Me, as thy father walked, 
in simphcity of heart, and in uprightness ; and will do 
all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep My ordi- 
nances, and My judgments : I will establish the throne 
of thy kingdom over Israel for ever, as I promised 
David thy father, saying : There shall not fail a man 
of thy race upon the throne of Israel. But if you and 
your children revolting shall turn away from following 
Me; and will not keep My commandments, and My 
ceremonies, which I have set before you ; but will go 
and worship strange gods, and adore them : I will take 
away Israel from the face of the land which I have given 
them : and the temple which I have sanctified to My 
name, I will cast out of My sight : and Israel shall be 
a proverb, and a by-word among all people. And this 
house shall be made an example of : ^ery one that shall 
pass by it, shall be astonished, and shall hiss, and say : 
Why hath the Lord done thus to this land, and to this 
house ? And they shall answer : Because they forsook 
the Lord their God, who brought their fathers out of 
the land of Egypt, and followed strange gods, and 
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adored tbem, and worshipped them : therefore hath the 
Lord brought upon them all this evil. 

For many years Solomon continued faithful to his 
almighty Benefactor, and prospered far beyond the ordi- 
nary lot of human life. He built himself a superb palace ; 
his subjects grew more and more wealthy ; his fleets 
imported gold 'and precious woods from distant coun- 
tries; and his reputation for wisdom spread through 
the neighbouring nations. One foreign princess, the 
Queen of Saba, visited him in person, for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether his learning and wisdom were as 
great as fame reported them. She put to him every 
difficult question she could devise, and his answers con- 
vinced her that his reputation was even less than he 
deserved. 

But in his old age Solomon fell into grievous sin. 
His wives, of whom he was vehemently fond, and some 
of whom came from idolatrous nations, persuaded him 
to offer worship to their false gods ; and he who had 
been the wisest of men bowed down in worship before 
the abominations of the heathen. And the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against him ; and He determined to 
divide the kingdom after Solomon's death, rending away 
ten of the tribes of Israel, and giving them to be go- 
verned by Jeroboam, one of Solomon's ablest officers, 
instead of preserving the whole kingdom to Solomon's 
son and successor upon his throne. It was only for the 
sake of David that the entire kingdom was not rent 
away from Solomon's family. 

Having reigned forty years, Solomon died. The 
Bible does not tell us whether or not he repented of his 
idolatries before his death, but we may hope that it was 
so ; and it has been thought that in the book of Eccle- 
siastes the penitent monarch gives utterance to his final 
conviction of the vanity of all earthly blessings apart 
from God, who bestows them. 
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Chap. XIV. Roboam and Jeroboam. The Division of the 
People. 

On the death of Solomon his authority descended, at 
first unbroken, to his son Roboam. Jeroboam, how- 
ever, who had been banished by Solomon, immediately 
returned to his country, and headed a deputation of the 
people to the young monarch, which went to claim ex- 
emption from the heavy taxes and service which had 
been exacted from them by Solomon. And they laid 
their grievances before him, saying: Thy father laid a 
grievous yoke upon us : now therefore do thou take off 
a little of the grievous service of thy father, and of his 
most heavy yoke, which he put upon us ; and we will 
serve thee. And he said to them : Go till the third day, 
and come to me again. And when the people was gone. 
King Roboam took counsel with the old men, that stood 
before Solomon his father while he yet lived : and he 
said : What counsel do you give me, that I may answer 
this people ? They said to him : If thou wilt yield to 
this people to-day, and condescend to them, and grant 
their petition, and wilt speak gentle words to them, 
they will be thy servants always. But he left the coun- 
sel of the old men, which they had given him ; and con- 
sulted with the young men that had been brought up 
with him, and stood before him. And he said to them: 
What counsel do you give me, that I may answer this 
people, who have said to me : Make the yoke which thy 
father put upon us lighter ? And the young men that 
had been brought up with him, said : Thus shalt thou 
speak to this people, who have spoken to thee, saying : 
Thy father made our yoke heavy; do thou ease us. 
Thou shalt say to them : My little finger is thicker than 
the back of my father. And now my father put a heavy 
yoke upon you ; but I will add to your yoke : my father 
beat you with whips ; but I will beat you with scorpions. 
So Jeroboam and all the people came to Roboam the 
third day, as the king had appointed, saying : Come to 
me again the third day. And the king answered the 
people roughly, leaving the counsel of the old men, 
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which they had given him. And he spoke to them 
according to the counsel of the young men, saying : My 
father made your yoke heavy ; but I will add to your 
yoke : my father beat you with whips ; but I will beat 
you with scorpions. 

Thus repulsed by the folly of the young prince, ten 
of the twelve tribes instantly set up Jeroboam for their 
king, and cast' off their allegiance to Roboam. Juda 
and Benjamin alone remained faithful; but from the 
great numbers and remarkable bravery of the men of 
Juda, Roboam was still the most powerful monarch of the 
two. Jerusalem also, where was the seat of government 
and the temple of the Lord, continued in his possession, 
being situated in the territory of Juda. This last cir- 
cumstance was, further, the cause of the wrath of God 
coming down upon Jeroboam and his family. God had 
promised him His divine protection, both for himself 
and his posterity, if he would serve Him with a true 
heart ; but by his very first royal act Jeroboam turned 
away from God, and drew down the vengeance of God 
upon him. He was afraid that if the people of the ten 
tribes went up yearly to Jerusalem, as they had been 
accustomed, to offer sacrifice to the Lord, they would 
soon fall away from their allegiance to him, and return 
to be the servants of Roboam. Distrusting, therefore, 
the promises of God, he thought to secure his kingdom 
to himself by setting up false gods, and bidding the 
people worship them, instead of travelling every year 
to Jerusalem. He made two golden images of calves, 
which were common objects of idolatrous honours among 
the Egyptians and Chanaanites ; and setting up one of 
them in Dan and the other in Bethel, he proclaimed to 
his subjects that these were their true gods, who had 
brought them out of their ancient captivity in Egypt. At 
the same time, as the tribe of Levi remained attached to 
the temple in Jerusalem, he chose out a number of men 
of the lowest character, and made them priests to offer 
his idolatrous sacrifices ; and appointed a great yearly 
national feast, similar to that which was celebrated in 
honour of the true God at Jerusalem. 
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Chap. XV. The DisobecUent Prophet. 

Thus the children of Israel were divided into two king- 
doms, and so they remained, almost always foes instead 
of friends, till both of them ceased to be any more an 
independent people. Those who remained under the 
rule of David* s descendants were henceforth called the 
people of Juda, and their chief city was Jerusalem ; the 
other ten tribes were called the people of Israel, and 
their capital was Samaria. 

Scarcely had J^oboam commenced his idolatrous 
practices, when God denounced his crimes by the mouth 
of a prophet. There came a man of Grod out of Juda, 
by the word of the Lord, to Bethel, when Jeroboam was 
standing upon the altar, and burning incense. And he 
cried out against the altar in the word of the Lord, and 
said : altar, altar, thus saith the Lord : Behold, a 
child shall be bom to the house of David, Josias by 
name : and he shall immolate upon thee the priests of 
the high places, who now burn incense upon thee : and 
he shall burn men's bones upon thee. And he gave a 
sign the same day, saying : This shdl be the sign, that 
the Lord hath spoken : Behold, the altar shall be rent, 
and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. And 
when the king had heard the word of the man of God, 
which he had cried out against the altar in Bethel, he 
stretched forth his hand from the altar, saying: Lay 
hold on him. And his hand which he stretched forth 
against him withered : and he was not able to draw it 
back again to him. The altar also was rent : and the 
ashes were poured out from the altar, according to the 
sign which the man of God had given before in the word 
of the Lord. And the king said to the man of God : 
Entreat the face of the Lord thy Grod, and pray for me, 
that my hand may be restored to me. And the man of 
God besought the face of the Lord ; and the king's hand 
was restored to him ; and it became as it was before. 
And the king- said to the man of God : Come home with 
me to dine ; and I will make thee presents. And the 
man of God answered the king : If thou wouldst give 
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me half thy house, I will not go with thee, nor eat 
bread, nor drink water in this place : for so it was en- 
joined me by the word of the Lord commanding me : 
Thou shalt not eat bread, nor drink water, nor return 
by the same way that thou camest. So he departed by 
another way, and returned not by the way that he came 
into Bethel. Now a certain old prophet dwelt in Bethel : 
and his sons came to him ; and told him all the works 
that the man of God had done that day in Bethel : and 
they told their father the words which he had spoken 
to the king. And their father said to them : What way 
went he ? his sons shewed him the way by which the 
man of God went, who came out of Juda. And he said 
to his sons : Saddle me the ass. And when they had 
saddled him, he got up, and went after the man of God, 
and found him sitting under a turpentine-tree : and he 
said to him : Art thou the man of God that camest from 
Juda? He answered: I am. And he said to him: 
Gome home with me, to eat bread. But he said: 1 
must not return, or go with thee; neither will I eat 
bread, nor drink "water in this place : because the Lord 
spoke to me in the word of the Lord, saying : Thou 
shalt not eat bread, and thou shalt not drink water 
there, nor return by the way thou wentest. He said to 
him : I also am a prophet l&ce unto thee : and an angel 
spoke to me in the word of the Lord, saying: Bring 
mm back with thee into thy house, that he may eat 
bread, and drink water. This indeed was a falsehood, 
rendered doubly wicked by its claim to be a divine reve- 
lation ; but it proved a fatal temptation to the prophet 
to whom it was spoken, who sinned in being ready to 
disobey what he well knew to be a command from God 
on the first excuse that appeared plausible to him. He 
suffered himself to be persuaded by the old prophet, 
and went back with him, and ate and drank in his 
house. 

And as they sat at table, the word of the Lord, who 
employs men to do His bidding, notwithstending their 
own sins and infirmities, came to the prophet that 
brought the other back. And he cried out to the man 
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of God who came out of Jada, saying: Thus saith the 
Lord : Because thou hast not been obedient to the Lord, 
and hast not kept the commandment which the Lord 
thy God commanded thee, and hast returned and eaten 
bread, and drunk water in the place wherein He com- 
manded thee that thou shouldst not eat bread, nor drink 
water, thy dead body shall not be brought into the 
sepulchre of thy fathers. And when he had eaten and 
drunk, he saddled his ass for the prophet, whom he 
had brought back. And when he was gone, a lion 
found him in the way, and killed him : and his body 
was cast in the way : and the ass stood by him ; and 
the lion stood by the dead body. And behold, men 
passing by saw the dead body cast in the way, and the 
lion standing by the body. And they came and told it 
in the city, wherein that old prophet dwelt. And when 
that prophet, who had brought him back out of the 
way, heard of it, he said : It is the man of God, that 
was disobedient to the mouth of the Lord : and the 
Lord hath dehvered him to the lion : and he hath torn 
him, and killed him according to the word of the Lord, 
which He spoke to him. And he said to his sons: 
Saddle me an ass. And when they had saddled, and 
when he was gone, he found the dead body cast in the 
way, and the ass and the lion standing by the carcass ; 
the lion had not eaten of the dead body, nor hurt the 
ass. And the prophet took up the body of the man of 
God, and laid it upon the ass ; and going back, brought 
it into the city of the old prophet, to mourn for him. 
And he laid his dead body in his own sepulchre : and 
they mourned over him, saying : Alas ! alas ! my bro- 
ther. And when they had mourned over him, he said 
to his sons : When I am dead, bury me in the sepulchre 
wherein the man of God is buried : lay my bones beside 
his bones : for assuredly the word shall come to pass 
which he hath foretold in the word of the Lord against 
the altar that is in Bethel, and against all the temples of 
the high places that are in the cities of Samaria. 
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Chap. XYI. The Saccessors of Roboam and Jeroboam. 
Elias and the Widow's Son. 

Roboam reigned geyenteen years over Juda, and under 
his rule idolatrjr spread over the land. The people built 
altars, carved images, and planted groves of trees in 
honour of their idols, as was the custom with the hea- 
then, upon the high hills, and in every way debased 
and defiled themselves with sin. The vengeance of God 
fell upon them, and the reigning king of Egypt invaded 
their country and took Jerusalem, and carried ofif many 
of the treasures which Solomon had gathered together 
in the house of the Lord. 

When Roboam died, his son Abiam succeeded him, 
and for the three years of his reign imitated all his fa- 
ther's sins. Ahiam's son Asa returned to the true faith, 
cut down the idolatrous groves and burnt the idols, and 
for many years governed his people in peace. Towards 
the end of his reign he sinned in depending upon an 
alliance with the Syrians, to defend him against Baasa 
the king of Israel, rather than in trusting to Gk>d alone. 
After ruling forty-one years, he was succeeded by his 
son Josaphat 

Meanwhile, idolatry and wickedness were triumph*- 
ant in the ten tribes of Israel. Jeroboam was sue* 
eeeded by his son Nadab, who, after an idolatrous reign 
of two years, was murdered by Baasa, one of his sub- 
jects, who seized the vacant throne and cut off every one 
of his family. Baasa reigned four-and-twenty years, as 
wickedly as his predecessor ; and his son Ela, who suc- 
ceeded him, was murdered by Zambri, one of his gene- 
rals. Zambri i^ain was attacked by the people whom 
he sought to govern, and burnt in the roju palace ; 
and another general, Amri, was made king. He again 
followed the path of Jeroboam, and when he died, trans- 
ferred the throne to his son Achab, a prince, if possible, 
worse than all who had gone before him, and married 
to a heathen queen, named Jezabel. 

Notwithstanding, however, the almost universal pr9« 
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fligacy of the age, a chosen few still remained faithful 
to God, and never bowed the knee to Baal, or any other 
of the idol-gods. Of these hidden faithful ones, for they 
were scarcely known amidst the multitudes of the idola- 
ters, Eiias, or Elijah, the Thesbite, was distinguished by 
God with His choicest favours. He was a prophet, and 
was employed many times by the Almighty to warn his 
miserable countrymen of their sins, and was a special 
figure of the Baptist who was hereafter to appear be- 
fore the coming of the Redeemer, and prepare His way 
by preaching repentance, as Elias had done. The Scrip- 
ture first records his being sent to his sovereign Achab, 
and saying: As the Lord liveth the God of Israel, in 
whose sight I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain 
these years, but according to the words of my mouth. 
And the word of the Lord came to him, saying: Get 
thee hence, and go towards the east ; and hide thyself 
by the torrent of Carith, which is over-against the Jor- 
dan. And there thou shalt drink of th/e torrent : and 
I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So 
he went, and did according to the word of the Lord : 
and going, he dwelt by the torrent Carith, which is 
over-against the Jordan. And the ravens brought him 
bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in 
the evening : and he drank of the torrent. But after some 
time the torrent was dried up: for it had not rained 
upon the earth. Then the word of the Lord came to 
him, saying : Arise, and go to Sarephta of the Sidonians, 
and dwell there : for I have commanded a widow-woman 
there to feed thee. He arose, and went to Sarephta. 
And when he was come to the gate of the city, he saw 
the widow-woman gathering sticks ; and he called her, 
and said to her : Give me a little water in a vessel, that 
I may drink. And when she was going to fetch it, he 
called after her, saying : Bring me also, I beseech thee, 
a morsel of bread in thy hand. And she answered : As 
the Lord thy God liveth, I have no bread, but only a 
handful of meal in a pot, and a little oil in a cruse ; be- 
hold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and 
dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and 
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die. And Elias said to her : Fear not : bat go, and do 
as tbou hast said ; but first make for me of the same 
meal a little hearth-cake, and bring it to me ; and after 
make for thyself and thy son. For thus saith the Lord 
the God of Israel : The pot of meal shall not waste, nor 
the cruse of oil be diminished, until the day wherein 
the Lord will give rain upon the face of the earth. She 
wenty and did according to the word of Elias : and he 
ate, and she, and her house: and firom that day the 
pot of meal wasted not, and the cruse of oil was not 
diminished, according to the word of the Lord, which 
He spoke in the hand of Elias. And it came to pass 
after this, that the son of the woman, the mistress of 
the house, fell sick : and the sickness was very grievous, 
so that there was no breath left in him. And she said 
to Elias : What have I to do with thee, thou man of 
God? art thou come to me that my iniquities should 
be remembered, and that thou shouldst kill my son? 
And Elias said to her : Give me thy son. And he took 
him out of her bosom, and carried him into the upper 
chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own 
bed. And he cried to the Lord, and said : Lord 
my God, hast Thou afflicted also the widow, with whom 
I am after a sort maintained, so as to kill her son ? 
And he stretched, and measured himself upon the child 
three times ; and cried to the Lord, and said : Lord 
my God, let the soul of this child, I beseech Thee, re- 
turn into his body. And the Lord heard the voice of 
Elias : and the soul of the child returned into him : and 
he revived. And Elias took the child, and brought him 
down from the upper chamber to the house below, and 
delivered him to his mother, and said to her : Behold, 
thy son liveth. And the woman said to Elias : Now, 
by this I know that thou art a man of God : and the 
word of the Lord in thy mouth is true. 
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Chap. XYIL Elias and the Priests of Baal. 

After a while the word of the Lord came again to the 
prophet, saying : Qo, and shew thyself to Achab, that I 
may give rain upon the face of the earth. And Elias 
went to shew himself to Achab : and there was a griev- 
ous famine in Samaria. And Achab called Abdias the 
governor of his house: now Abdias feared the Lord 
very much. For when Jezabel killed the prophets of 
the Lord, he took a hundred prophets, and hid them 
by fifty and fifty in caves, and fed them with bread and 
water. And Achab said to Abdias : Go into the land 
unto all fountains of waters, and into all valleys, to see 
if we can find grass, and save the horses and mules, 
that the l)easts may not utterly perish. And they di- 
vided the countries between them, that they might go 
round about them : Achab went one way, and Abdias 
another way by himself. And as Abdias was in the 
way, Elias met him : and be knew him, and fell on his 
face, and said : Art thou my lord Elias ? And he an- 
swered : I am. Go, and tell thy master : Elias is here. 
And he said: What have I sinned, that thou wouldst 
detiver me thy servant into the hand of Achab, that he 
should kill me T As the Lord thy God liveth, there is 
no nation or kingdom, whither my Lord hath not sent 
to seek thee : and when all answered : He is not here ; 
he took an oath of every kingdom and nation, because 
thou wast not found. And now thou sayest to me : 
Go, and tell thy master : Elias is here. And when I 
am gone from thee, the Spirit of the Lord will cariy 
thee into a place that I know not : and I shall go in 
and tell Achab, and he not finding thee, will kill me : 
but thy servant feareth the Lord from his infancy. 
Hath it not been told thee, my lord, what I did when 
Jezabel killed the prophets of the Lord ; how I hid a 
hundred men of the prophets of the Lord, by fifty and 
fifty in caves, and fed them with bread and water ? And 
now thou sayest : Gk>, and tell thy master : Elias is here : 
that he may kill me. And Elias said : As the Lord of 
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hosts liveth, before whose ftLCe I stand, this day I will 
shew myself unto him. Abdias therefore went to meet 
Achab, and told him : and Achab came to meet Elias* 
And when he had seen him, he said : Art thou he that 
troublest Israel? And he said: I have not troubled 
Israel, but thou ai«d thy father's house, who have for- 
saken the commandments of the Lord, and have followed 
Baalim. Nevertheless send now, and gather unto me 
all Israel, unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal 
four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves 
four hundred, who eat at JezabeVs table. Achab sent 
to all the children of Israel, and gathered together the 
prophets unto mount Carmel. And EHas coming to all 
the people, said : How long do you halt between two 
sides ? If the Lord be God, follow Him : but if Baal, 
then follow him. And the people did not answer him 
a word. And Elias said again to the people : I only 
remain a prophet of the Lord : but the prophets of Baid 
are four hundred and fifty men. Let two bullocks be 
given us : and let them choose one bullock for them- 
selves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it upon wood, but 
put no fire under : and I will dress the other bullock, 
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under it. Cdl ye 
on the names of your gods ; and I will call on the name 
of mjr Lord : and the God that shall answer by fire, 
let hmi be God. And all the people answering, said : 
A very good proposal. Then Ehas said to the prophets 
of Baal : Choose you one bullock, and dress it first, 
because you are many : and call on the names of your 
gods ; but put no fire under. And they took the bul- 
lock which he gave them, and dressed it : and they called 
on the name of Baal from morning even tiU noon, say- 
ing : Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any 
that answered : and they leaped over the altar that they 
had made. And when it was now noon, Elias jested 
at them, saying : Cry with a louder voice : for he is a 
god ; and perhaps he is talking, or is in an inn, or on 
a journey ; or perhaps he is asleep, and must be awaked* 
So they cried with a loud voice ; and cut themselves 
after their manner with knives and lancets, till they 
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were all covered with blood. And after mid-day was 
past, and while they were prophesying, the time was 
come of offering sacnfice ; and there was no voice heard, 
nor did any one answer, nor regard them as they prayed : 
Elias said to all the people : Come ye onto me. And 
the people coming near unto him, he repaired the altar 
of the Lord that was broken down : and he took twelve 
stones according to the number of the tribes of the sons 
of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying : 
Israel shall be thy name. And he bmlt with the stones 
an altar to the name of the Lord : and he made a trench 
for water, of the breadth of two fiirrows round about 
the altar. And he laid the wood in order, and cut the 
bullock in pieces, and laid it upon the wood ; and he 
said: Fill four buckets with water, and pour it upon 
the bumt-ofifering, and upon the wood. And again he 
said: Do the same the second time. And when they 
had done it the second time, he said : Do the same also 
the third time. And they did so the third time. And 
the water ran round about the altar : and the trench 
was filled with water. And when it was now time to 
offer the holocaust, Elias the prophet came near, and 
said : Lord Grod of Abraham, and Isaac, and Israel, 
shew this day that Thou art the God of Israel, and I Thy 
servant ; and that, according to Thy commandment I 
have done all these things. Hear me, Lord, hear me ; 
that this people may learn that Thou art the Lord God, 
and that Thou hast turned their heart again. Then the 
fire of the Lord fell ; and consumed the holocaust, and 
the wood, and the stones, and the dust ; and licked up 
the water that was in the trench. And when all the 
people saw this, they fell on their faces, and they said : 
The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God. And Elias 
said to them : Take the prophets of Baal ; and let not 
one of them escape. And when they had taken them, 
Elias brought them down to the torrent Cison, and 
killed them there. And Elias said to Achab : Go up, 
eat, and drink : for there is a sound of abundance of 
rain. Achab went up to eat and drink : and Elias went 
up to the top of Carmel: and casting himself down 
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Upon the earth, put his face between his knees : and 
he said to his servant : €ro up, and look toward the sea. 
And he went up, and looked, and said : There is no- 
thing. And again he said to him : Return seven times. 
And at the seventh time, behold, a little cloud arose 
out of the sea hke a man's foot. And he said : Go up, 
and say to Achab : Prepare thy chariot, and go down, 
lest the rain prevent thee. And while he turned him- 
self this way and that way, behold, the heavens grew 
dark with clouds and wind ; and there fell a great rain. 
And Achab getting up, went away to Jezrahel : and the 
hand of the Lord was upon Ellas : and he girded up 
his loins, and ran before Achab, till he came to Jezrahel. 



Chap. XVIII. Elias in the Desert. 

And Achab told Jezabel all that Elias had done, and 
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. And 
Jezabel sent a messenger to EUas, saying : Such and 
such things may the gods do to me, and add still more, 
if by this hour to-morrow I make not thy life as the life 
of one of them. Then EUas was afraid : and rising up 
he went whithersoever he had a mind : and he came to 
Bersabee of Juda, and left his servant there : and he went 
forward, one day's journey into the desert. And when 
he was there, and sat under a juniper-tree, he requested 
for his soul that he might die ; and said : It is enough 
for me. Lord ; take away my soul : for I am no better 
than my fathers. And he cast himself down, and slept 
in the shadow of the juniper-tree : and behold, an angel 
of the Lord touched him, and said to him : Arise, and 
eat. He looked, and behold, there was at his head a 
hearth-cake, and a vessel of water: and he ate and 
drank; and he fell asleep again. And the angel of 
the Lord came again the second time, and touched him, 
and said to him : Arise, eat ; for thou hast yet a great 
way to go. And he arose, and ate, and drank ; and 
walked in the strength of that food forty days and forty 
nights^ unto the mount of God^ Horeb. And when he 
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was come thither, he ahode in a cave : and hehold, the 
word of the Lord came unto him : and He said to him s 
What doest thou here, Ehas ? And he answered : With 
zeal have I heen zealous for the Lord God of hosts : for 
the children of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant : they 
have thrown down Thy altars; they have slain Thy 
prophets with the sword ; and I alone am left ; and 
they seek my life to take it away. And He said to him : 
Go forth, and stand upon the mount, before the Lord : 
and behold, the Lord passeth ; and a great and strong 
wind before the Lord overthrowing the mountains, and 
breaking the rocks in pieces : the Lord is not in the 
wind: and after the wind an earthquake: the Lord 
is not in the earthquake : and after the earthquake a 
^re : the Lord is not in the fire : and after the fire a 
whistHng of a gentle air. And when Elias heard it, 
he covered his face with his mantle, and coming forth 
stood in the entering in of the cave ; and behold, a voice 
unto him, saying : What doest thou here, EUas ? And 
he answered: With zeal have I been zealous for the 
Lord God of hosts : because the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant : they have destroyed thy altars : 
they have slain thy prophets with the sword; and I 
alone am left ; and they seek my life to take it away. 
And the Lord said to him: €ro, and return on thy 
way through the desert to Damascus : and when thou 
art come thither, thou shalt anoint Hazael to be king 
over Syria. And thou shalt anoint Jehu the son of 
Namsi to be king over Israel : and Eliseus the son of 
Saphat, of Abelmeula, thou shalt anoint to be prophet 
in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
Bhall escape the sword of Hazael, shall be slain by Jehu : 
and whosoever shall escape the sword of Jehu, shall be 
Blfdn by Ehseus. And I will leave me seven thousand 
men in Israel, whose knees have not been bowed before 
Baal, and every mouth that hath not worshipped him» 
kissing the hands. And Elias departing from thence^ 
found Eliseus the son of Saphat, ploughuig with twelve 
yoke of oxen : and he was one of them that were plough'^ 
ing with twelve yoke of oxen : and when Eliaa came up 
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to Mm, he cast his mantle upon him. And he forthwith 
left the oxen, and ran after Elias, and said : Let me, I 
pray thee, kiss my father and my mother ; and then 
I will follow thee. And he said to him : Go, and re- 
turn hack : for that which was my part, I have done to 
thee. And returning back from him, he took a yoke 
of oxen and killed them, and boiled the flesh with the 
plough of the oxen, and gave to the people ; and they 
ate : and rising up he went away, and loUowed Elias, 
and ministered to him. 



Chap. XIX. The Murder of Naboth. 

Naboth, a man of Jezrahel, had at this time a vineyard 
near the palace of Achab king of Samaria. And Achah 
spoke to Naboth, saying : Give me thy vineyard, that I 
may make me a garden of herbs, because it is nigh, and 
joining to my house ; and I will give thee for it a better 
vineyard : or if thou think it more convenient for thee, 
I will give thee the worth of it in money. Naboth an- 
swered him : The Lord be merciful to me, and not let 
me give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And Achab 
came into his house angry and fretting, because of the 
word that Naboth the Jezrahelite had spoken to him, 
saying : I will not give thee the inheritance of my fa- 
thers. And casting himself upon his bed, he turned 
away his face to the wall, and would eat no bread. 
And Jezabel his wife went in to him, and said to him ! 
What is the matter that thy soul is so grieved? and 
why eatest thou no bread ? And he answered her : I 
spoke to Naboth the Jezrahelite, and said to him : Give 
me thy vineyard, and take money for it : or if it please 
thee, I will give thee a better vineyard for it. And he 
said : I will not give thee my vineyard. Then Jezabel 
his wife said to him i Thou art of great authority in- 
deed, and goremest well the kingdom of Israel. Arise, 
and eat bread, and be of good cheer : I will give thee 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezrahelite. So she wrote 
letters, in Achab's name, and sealed them with his ring. 
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and sent them to the ancients, and the chief men that 
were in his city, and that dwelt with Naboth. And this 
was the tenor of the letters : Proclaim a fast : and make 
Naboth sit among the chief of the people : and suborn 
two men, sons of Belial, against him : and let them bear 
false witness, that he hath blasphemed God and the king : 
and then carry him out, and stone him, and so let him 
die. And the men of his city, the ancients and nobles, 
that dwelt with him in the city, did as Jezabel had com- 
manded them, and as it was written in the letters which 
she had sent to them : they proclaimed a fast, and made 
Naboth sit among the chief of the people. And bring- 
ing two men, sons of the devil, they made them sit 
against him : and they, hke men of the devil, bore wit- 
ness against him before the people, saying: Naboth 
hath blasphemed God and the lung : wherefore they 
brought him forth without the city, and stoned him to 
death. And they sent to Jezabel, saying : Naboth is 
stoned, and is dead. And it came to pass, when Jezabel 
heard that Naboth was stoned, and dead, that she said 
to Achab : Arise, and take possession of the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezrahelite, who would not agree with thee, 
and give it thee for money : for Naboth is not alive, but 
dead. And when Achab heard this, to wit, that Naboth 
was dead, he arose, and went down into the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezrahelite, to take possession of it. And 
the word of the Lord came to Elias the Thesbite, saying : 
Arise, and go down to meet Achab king of Israel, who 
is in Samaria : behold, he is going down to the vine- 
yard of Naboth, to take possession of it : and thou 
shalt speak to him, saying : Thus saith the Lord : Thou 
hast slain, moreover also thou hast taken possession. 
And after these words thou shalt add : Thus saith the 
Lord : In this place, wherein the dogs have licked the 
blood 6f Naboth, they shall lick thy blood also. And 
Achab said to EUas : Hast thou found me thy enemy ? 
He said : I have found thee, because thou art sold, to 
do evil in the sight of the Lord. Behold, I will bring 
evil upon thee, and cut off all thy posterity. And I 
wiU make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son 
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of Nabat, and like the house of Baasa the son of Ahias : 
for what thou hast done, to provoke Me to anger, and 
for making Israel to sin. And of Jezabel also the Lord 
spoke, saying : The dogs shall eat Jezabel in the field 
of Jezrahel. If Achab die in the city, the dogs shall 
eat him : but if he die in the field, the birds of the air 
shall eat him. 

And when Achab heard the prophet's words, he rent 
his garments, and put hair-cloth upon his fiesh, and 
fasted, and slept in sackcloth, and walked with his head 
cast down. And the word of the Lord came to Elias 
the Thesbite, saying : Hast thou not seen Achab hum- 
bled before Me? therefore, because he hath humbled 
himself for my sake, I will not bring the evil in his 
days ; but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon 
his house. 



Chap. XX. The Death of Achab. Elias calls fire from Heayen. 

Achab's cup of iniquity was now about to be filled to 
the brim ; for his repentance was not such as would en- 
dure ; and he never turned to God with his whole heart. 
He engaged in a war with the Syrians, and entered into 
a defensive league with Josaphat the king of Juda. Before 
marching to battle, Achab consulted his pretended pro- 
phets, and with one flattering voice they promised him 
success over his enemies. But Josaphat, a pious man, 
was not content without asking counsel of a prophet of 
the true God. Achab replied that he knew of one only, 
Micheas by name ; and that he hated him, because he 
always prophesied evil of him. Nevertheless, Josaphat 
insisted upon his being sent for ; and Micheas at once 
foretold that Achab would be slain. Filled with indig- 
nation, Achab ordered him to prison, until he should 
return in safety ; but, nevertheless, he took the precau- 
tion of going into the fight without his royal dress, that 
he might not be made a special object of attack by the 
enemy's troops. But vain was all his care. In the 
battle that ensued, a random arrow, shot by a man at 
a venture, mortally wounded the king of Israel, and he 
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died that eyening. And his chariot was washed in a 
pool, and the dogs licked up the blood that had flowed 
from his wound into it, as the Lord had foretold. 

Josaphat returned in safety from the field, and the 
war between Syria and the people of Juda and Israel 
was ended. Achab was succeeded by his son Ochozias, 
and Josaphat, when he afterwards died, by his son 
Joram. 

The earthly days of the great prophet were also now 
drawing to a close ; but before his departure God gave 
a fresh token to the guilty Israelites of the honour due 
to His faithful servant. Ochozias the king was injured 
by a fall, and instead of asking advice of Elias, he sent 
to consult the idol-god Beelzebub. The messengers on 
their way were met by Elias, who bade them return 
with a reproof from God to their master. When the 
king heard their story, he inquired who the man was 
who had met them. And when they described him as 
a hairy man, with a leather girdle about his loins, he 
knew that it was Elias ; and sent a captain, and a troop 
of fifty men, with an insolent message to the prophet to 
appear before the king. The captain, finding Elias 
sitting upon a hill, cried out to him : Man of God, the 
king hath commanded thee that thou come down. And 
Elias said, If I be a man of God, let fire come down 
from heaven> and consume thee and thy fifty men. 
And the fire came and burned them all. Again the 
king sent another troop, who met the same awful fate. 
A third captain, when despatched, fell on his knees be- 
fore the prophet, and humbly entreated him to spare 
his life. And God bade Elias go with him to the king. 
And he went and told the king that he should never 
rise from his bed of sickness. And the king died, and 
his brother Joram reigned in his stead. 



Chap. XXL Elias taken up to Heayen. 

It was the will of God that Elias should not die the 
common death of men. When his time was come for 
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departure from this world, he was going with his fol- 
lower Eliseus from Gdgal. And he said to Eliseua: 
Stay here, because the Lord hath sent me as far as 
Bethel. And Eliseus said to him : As the Lord Hyeth^ 
and as thy soul Uveth, I will not leave thee. And when 
they were come down to Bethel, the sons of the pro- 
phets that were at Bethel came forth to Eliseus, and 
said to him : Dost thou know that this day the Lord 
will take away thy master from thee? Aiid he an- 
swered : I also know it : hold your peace. And EHaa 
said to Eliseus : Stay here, because the Lord hath sent 
me to Jericho. And he said : As the Lord Uveth, and 
as thy soul Uyeth, I will not leave thee. And when 
they were come to Jericho, the sons of the prophets that 
were at Jericho came to Eliseus, and said to him : Dost 
thou know that this day the Lord will take away thy 
master from thee ? AndLhe jsaid i J also know it : hold 
your peace. And Elias said to him : Stay here, because 
the Lord hath sent me as far as the Jordan. And he 
said : As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul Uveth^ I will 
not leave thee. And they two went on together. And 
fifty men of the sons of the prophets followed them, 
and stood in sight at a distance : but tiiey two stood by 
the Jordan. And EUas took his mantle, and folded it 
together, and struck the waters ; and they were divided! 
hither and thither : and they both passed over on dry 
CTound. And when they were gone over, Elias said to 
Eliseus : Ask what thou wilt have me to do for thee» 
before I be taken away f^rom thee. And Ehseus said : 
I beseech thee that in me may be thy double spirits 
And he answered: Thou hast asked a hard thing; 
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee» 
thou shalt have what thou hast asked ; but if thou 
see me not, thou shalt not have it. And as they went 
on, walking and talking together, behold, a fiery chariot 
and fiery horses parted them both asunder ; and Eliaa 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Ehseus saw 
him, and cried : My father, my father, the chariot of 
Israel, and the driver thereof. And he saw him no 
more : and he took hold of his own garments, and rent 
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them in two pieces. And he took up the mantle of 
Elias that fell firom him : and going back he stood upon 
the bank of the Jordan ; and he struck the waters with 
the mantle of Elias that had fallen from him ; and they 
were not divided. And he said : Where is now the Grod 
of Elias ? And he struck the waters, and they were 
divided hither and thither; and Eliseus passed over. 
And the sons of the prophets at Jericho, who were over- 
against him, seeing it, said: The spirit of Elias hath 
rested upon Eliseus. And coming to meet him, they 
worshipped him, falHng to the ground, and they said 
to him : Behold, there are with thy servants fifty strong 
men, that can go and seek thy master, lest perhaps the 
Spirit of the Lord hath taken mm up, and cast him upoa 
some mountain or into some valley. And he said : Do 
not send. But they pressed him, till he consented, and 
said : Send. And they sent fifty men : and they sought 



to him ; for he abode at Jericho ; and he said to them : 
Did I not say to you : Do not send ? And the men of the 
city said to Eliseus : Behold, the situation of this city is 
very good, as thou my lord seest; but the waters are very- 
bad, and the ground barren. And he said : Bring me 
a new vessel, and put salt into it. And when they had 
brought it, he went out to the spring of the waters, and 
cast the salt into it ; and said : Thus saith the Lord : I 
have healed these waters ; and there shall be no more ia 
them death or barrenness. And the waters were healed 
unto this day, according to the word of EHseus, which, 
he spoke. And he went up firom thence to Bethel : and 
as he was going up by the way, little boys came out of 
the city, and mocked him, saying : Go up, thou bald- 
head : go up, thou bald-head. And loolung back, he 
saw them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord : 
and there came forth two bears out of the forest, and 
tore of them two-and-forty boys. 




And they came back 
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Chap. XXII. The Miracles of Eliseus. 

The prophet Eliseus is distinguished ahove all the other 
Jewish prophets by the number of miracles which he 
wrought. His miracles, also, were for the most part 
worked for purposes which unbeHevers account trifling, 
and unworthy of the interposition of Almighty power. 
They were generally of a private and almost household 
character ; and bear a great resemblance to the miracles 
which were done by some of the Saints of the Christian 
Church some time after the days of the Apostles. 

The first instance which the Scriptures record of 
the aid he furnished to his fellow-countrymen is not 
perhaps miraculous, except in this : that the prophet 
was guided by Divine inspiration in the course he fol- 
lowed. The kings of Israel and Juda were leagued with 
the king of Edom in a war against the Moabites, and 
want of water reduced the confederate army to extreme 
distress. In their trouble they summoned EUseus ; and 
for the sake of the pious king of Juda, the prophet Hst- 
ened to their prayer that he would intercede with God 
on their behalf. He sent for a minstrel ; and as the min- 
strel played upon his instrument, the Spirit of God came 
upon EUseus, and he bade them cut the whole bed of a 
dried-up river, near which they were encamped, into a 
number of ditches. The next day, though there was 
no rain, the ditches were fiUed, and the people drank 
of the water. The Moabites, also, saw the red reflec- 
tion of the morning sun's rays upon the surface of 
the pools ; and supposing it to be blood, imagined that 
the three kings had quarrelled and fought, rushed in 
rash disorder upon the camp of the aUies, where they 
were received with unlooked-for resistance, and met a 
bloody defeat. The conquerors followed up the victory 
by laying waste the territory of Moab ; until a frightful 
example of Gentile superstition struck the Israehtes with 
horror. The king of Edom took his own son and offered 
him up as a burnt-sacrifice to his idol-gods, in the sight 
of the hostile armies ; and the Israelites, filled with in- 
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dignation at the bloody sight, put an end to their expe- 
dition, and returned to their own country. 

After this the aid of the prophet was entreated by a 
poor widow, whose two sons were about to be seized 
and made slaves by a creditor for a debt she owed, and 
could not pay. And Eliseus said to her: What wilt 
thou have me to do for thee ? Tell me, what hast thou 
in thy house? And she answered: I thy handmaid 
have nothing in my house but a Uttle oil to anoint me. 
And he said to her : Go, borrow of all thy neighbours 
empty vessels not a few. And go in, and shut thy door, 
when thou art within, and thy sons ; and pour out 
thereof into all those vessels : and when they are full, 
take them away. So the woman went, and shut the 
door upon her, and upon her sons : they brought her 
the vessels, and she poured in. And when the vessels 
were full, she said to her son : Bring me yet a vesseL 
And he answered : I have no more. And the oil stood. 
And she came, and told the man of God. And he said : 
Go, sell the oil, and pay thy creditor: and thou and 
thy sons live of the rest. 



Chap. XXIII. Eliseus raises a dead child to life. 

In the course of his journeys the prophet often passed 
through the town of Sunam, and was there entertained 
by a pious woman and her husband, who at length 
fitted up a small room for his use, that whenever he 
pleased he might lodge there. At last, in return for 
the devout woman's attentions, he asked her what he 
could do for her in return ; and finding what it was she 
most desired, he promised her that though she was now 
advanced in years, and childless, a son should be bom 
to her. And the child was born, and grew up ; and on 
a certain day, when he went out to Ws father, to the 
reapers, he ^nd to his father : My head acheth : my 
head acheth. But he said to his servant : Take him, 
and carry him to his mother. And when he bad taken 
him, and brought him to his mother, she set him on 
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.her knees until noon: and then he died. And she 
went np, and laid him upon the bed of the man of God, 
and shut the door : and going out, she called her hus- 
band, and said : Send with me, I beseech thee, one of thy 
servants, and an ass, that I may run to the man of God, 
and come again. And he said to her : Why dost thou 
go to him ? to-day is neither new moon nor Sabbath. 
She answered : I will go. And she saddled an ass, and 
commanded her servant : Drive, and make haste ; make 
no stay in going. And do that which I bid thee. So 
she went forward, and came to the man of God to 
mount Carmel : and when the man of God saw her com- 
ing towards him, he said to Giezi his servant : Behold 
that Sunamitess. Go therefore to meet her, and say to 
her : Is all well with thee, and with thy husband, and 
with thy son ? And she answered : Well. And when 
she came to the man of God to the mount, she caught 
hold on his feet : and Giezi came to remove her. And 
the man of God said : Let her alone ; for her soul is in 
anguish : and the Lord hath hid it from me, and hath 
not told me. And she said to him : Did I ask a son of 
my lord? did I not say to thee : Do not deceive me? 
Then he said to Giezi : Gird up thy loins, and take my 
staff in thy hand, and go. If any man meet thee, salute 
him not : and if any man salute thee, answer him not : 
and lay my staff upon the face of the child. But the 
mother of the child said : As the Lord Hveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. He arose, there- 
fore, and followed her. But Giezi was gone before 
them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child : and 
there was no voice nor sense : and he returned to meet 
him, and told him, saying: The child is not risen. 
EHseus therefore went into the house : and behold, the 
child lay dead on his bed. 

And he went in, and shut the door, and prayed to 
the Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child : 
and he put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes 
upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands : and he 
bowed himself upon him ; and the child's flesh grew 
warm. Then he returned, and walked in the house, 

V 
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once td and fro : and he went np, and lay upon him : 
and the chiid gaped seven times^ and opened his eyes. 
And he called Giezi, and said to him : Call this Suna- 
mitess. And when she came, he said: Take up thy 
son : and she came and fell at his feet, and worshipped 
on the ground : and took her son, and went out. 

And Eliseus returned to Galgal ; and there was a 
famine in the land ; and the sons of the prophets dwelt 
hefore him. And he said to one of his servants : Set 
on the great pot, and hoil pottage for the sons of the 
prophets. And one went out into the field to gather 
wild herhs : and he found something like a wild vine, 
and gathered of it wild gourds of the field, and filled 
his mantle ; and coming hack, he shred them into the 
pot of pottage: for he knew not what it was. And 
they poured it out for their companions to eat : and 
when they had tasted of the pottage, they cried out, 
saying : Death is in the pot, man of God. And they 
could not eat thereof. But he said : Bring some meal. 
And when they had brought it, he cast it into the pot, 
and said : Pour out for the people, that they may eat. 
And there was now no bitterness in the pot. And a 
certain man came from Baalsalisa, bringing to the man 
of God bread of the first-firuits, twenty loaves of barley 
and new com in his scrip. And he said : Give to the 
people, that they may eat. And his servant answered 
him : How much is this, that I should set it before a 
hundred men ? He said again : Give to the people, that 
they may eat : for thus saith the Lord : They shall eat ; 
and there shall be left. So he set it before them : and 
they ate ; and there was left according to the word of 
the Lord. 



Chap. XXIV. Naaman the Syrian. 

Naaman, general of the army of the king of Syria, was 
a great man with his master, and honourable : for by 
him the Lord gave deliverance to Syria; and he was 
a valiant man, and rich, but a leper. Now there had 
gone out robbers from Syria, and had led away captive 
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out of the land of Iscael a little maid ; and she waited 
upon Naaman's wife. And she said to her mistress ; 
I wish my master had heen with the prophet that is in 
Samaria ; he would certainly have healed him of the 
leprosy which he hath« Then Naaman went into his 
lord, and told himi saying: Thus and thus saith the 
from the land of IsraeL And the kmg of Syria 
said to him : Go, and I will send a letter to me king of 
Israel. And he departed; and took with him ten ta- 
lents of silver, and six thousand pieoes of gold, and ten 
changes of raiment; and brought the letter to the king 
of Israel, in these words : When thou shalt receive this 
letter, know^that I have sent to thee Naaman my ser- 
vant, that thou mayest heal him of his leprosy. And 
when the king of Israel had read the letter, he rent his 
garments, and said : Am I God, to be able to kill and 
give life, that this man hath sent to me, to heal a man 
of his leprosy? mark, and see how he seeketh occasions 
against me. And when Eliseus the man of God had 
heard this, to wit, that the king of Israel had rent his 
garments, he sent to him, saying : Why hast thou rent 
&y garments ? let him come to me, and let him know 
that there is a prophet in Israel. So Naaman came 
with his horses and chariots, and stood at the door of 
the house of Eliseus. And Eliseus sent a messenger to 
him, saying : Go, and wash seven times in the Jordan : 
and thy iBiesh shall recover health ; and thou shalt be 
clean. Naaman was angry, and went away saying : I 
thought he would have come out to me, and standing 
would have invoked the name of the Lord his God, and 
touched with his hand the place of the leprosy, and healed 
me. Are not the Abana, and the Pharphar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel, that I may 
wash in them, and be made elean ? So as he turned, and 
was going away with indignation. His servants came to 
him, and said to him : Father, if the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, surely thou shouldst have 
done it : how much rather what he now hath said to 
thee : Wash, and thou shalt be clean? Then he went 
down, and washed in the Jordan seven times, according 
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to the word of the man of God : and his flesh was re- 
stored, like the flesh of a little child ; and he was made 
clean. And returning to the man of God with all his 
train, he came, and stood hefore him, and said : In ' 
truth I know there is no other Qod in all the earth, hut 
only in Israel : I heseech thee therefore take a blessing 
of thy servant. But he answered : As the Lord liveth, 
before whom I stand, I will receive none. And when 
he pressed him, he still refused. And Naaman said : 
As thou wilt ; but I beseech thee, grant to me thy ser- 
vant, to take from hence two mules burden of earth : 
for thy servant wiU not henceforth ofler holocaust, or 
victim to other gods, but to the Lord. But there is 
only this, for which thou shalt entreat the Lord for thy 
servant; when my master goeth into the temple of 
Remmon, to worship, and he leaneth upon my hand, if 
I bow down in the temple of Remmon, when he boweth 
down in the same place, that the Lord pardon me thy 
servant for this thmg. And he said to him: Go in 
peace. Not that we are to understand that the pro- 
phet permitted Naaman to ofler idolatrous worship to 
the false god of his master, nor to perform any act 
which might even seem to be such. What he permitted 
was merely that public attendance upon the king; as his 
king, which was exacted from him because of the office 
he held. When the king leaned on Naaman's arm, and 
bowed himself before the idol, the posture in which he 
stood might compel him to bow also, in order to sup- 
port his master from falling. And this it was which 
Eliseus permitted, knowing, doubtless, that as Naaman 
would be known to be a worshipper of the true God, no 
scandal would be caused, and his conduct would be un- 
derstood in its true light. 

As soon as the devout and faithful Naaman was gone, 
about to witness for the true faith in the midst of the 
heathen, the prophet's own house displayed an awful 
instance of the sin which can be found in the closest 
proximity to the greatest of God's saints. Giezi, the 
servant of Eliseus, said to himself: My master hath 
spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving of him that 



Digitized by Google 



BK. IV.] 



THB KINGS. 



181 



which he brought : as the Lord liveth, I will run after 
him, and take something of him. And Giezi followed 
after Naaman: and when he saw him running after 
him, he leapt down ^m his chariot to meet him, and 
said: Is all well? And he said: Well: my master 
hath sent me to thee, saying : Just now there are come 
to me from mount Ephraim, two young men of the sons 
of the prophets : give them a talent of silver, and two 
changes of garments. And Naaman said : It is better 
that thou take two talents. And he forced him, and 
bound two talents of silver in two hags, and two changes 
of garments ; and laid them upon two of his servants : 
and they carried them before him. And when he was 
come, and now it was the evening, he took them from 
their hands, and laid them up in the house, and sent 
the men away ; and they departed. But he went in, 
and stood before his master. And Eliseus said : Whence 
comest thou, Giezi? He answered: Thy servant went 
no whither. But he said : Was not my heart present, 
when the man turned back firom his chariot to meet 
thee ? So now thou hast received money, and received 
garments, to buy oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, 
and oxen, and men-servants, and maid-servants. But 
the leprosy of Naaman shall also stick to thee, and to 
thy seed for ever. And he went out from, him a leper 
as white as snow. 



Chap. XXV. The lifllracles of Eliseus at Samaria. 

The next miracle related of Eliseus was worked for a 
person who was hewing timber, and let his axe-head 
fall into the water. The man cried out to Eliseus, be- 
moaning his loss, because the axe was borrowed. And 
the man of Qod cast a piece of wood into the water 
where the iron had fallen in, and in a moment the axe- 
head swam on the surface. 

After this there was war again between the Syrians 
and the people of Israel ; and the king of Syria, hearing 
that his stratagems were known to EUseus, and that he 
revealed them to the king of Israel, sent a band of men 
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to seize the prophet. They came, and by night, and sur- 
rounded the city where Eliseus was Hving; and his ser- 
Tant, struck with terror, called to his master to know 
what to do. At the prophet's prayer, God then mira- 
culously opened the servant's eyes, and he saw the 
angels of Qod, like horses and chariots of fire, filling 
the neighbouring mountain, to protect the man of God 
against his foes. Then Eliseus prayed again, and God 
smote the Syrian troops with blindness ; so that when 
the prophet went to meet them they knew him not, and 
suffered themselyes to be led by him into the very midst 
of the city of Samaria. There God opened their eyes, 
and they found themselves in the midst of their enemies. 
The prophet, however, would not suffer them to be ill- 
used, but induced the king of Israel to entertain them 
Jbospitably, and dismissed Siem in peace. 

At a later period the Syrians besieged Samaria, and 
reduced it to sudh a terrible famine that a woman was 
driven to kill and eat her own child. The king of Israel 
was now filled with rage against Eliseus, believing that 
it was because he refused to exercise his power with 
God that the Israelites were thus beaten by their foes. 
He therefore sent a messenger to murder the prophet 
in his own house. But Eliseus met the king, and fore- 
told to him that on the very next day the city should be 
supplied with an over-abundance of food. At this one 
of the nobles about the king derided the prophecy as 
an impossibility; and Eliseus repHed that for his un- 
belief he should see the plenty that would pour upon 
the people, but should never taste of it. That night 
the Lord caused a supernatural noise, as of a nume- 
rous army advancing, to sound throughout the camp 
of the Syrians, who fled affrighted, and left their tents 
as they were, with all their possessions and provi- 
sions. The next morning four lepers wandering fVom 
the city, outcasts from their fellow-creatures, came into 
the Syrian camp, thinking the death they there might 
meet no worse than the misery they left behind them. 
Finding the tents deserted, they returned into Samaria, 
and brought the wonderfid tidings. At first the Israel- 
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hes accounted the desertion of the camp a snare of their 
enemies; hut at length they found they were really 
fled, and according to the prophecy of Eliseus, hefore 
night the city overflowed with every species of wealth 
and food. And the king appointed that very nobleman 
who had derided the prophecy to take charge of the city- 
gat^ ; and the throng of people was so great that they 
pressed upon him, and trod him under foot, and he 
died, crushed beneath the multitude never tasting the 
plenty which he beheld before him. 



Ch A p. XXYL The Death of Joram and JezabeL 

After these events a seven years' famine came upon the 
land of Israel ; and when they were passed Eliseus fore- 
told that Benadad, the Syrian monarch, would be mur- 
dered by his servant Hazael, who would seize the vacant 
throne ; and he sent a messenger to anoint Jehu suc- 
cessor to Joram the king of Israel. And the young 
man, following the prophet's directions, went to Ba- 
moth-Galaad, where Jehu was conferring with the chief 
officers of the army; and entering the assembly, he 
said : I have a word to thee, O prince. And Jehu said : 
Unto whom of us all ? And he said : To thee, prince. 
And he arose, and went into the chamber: and he 
poured the oil upon his head, and said : Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel: I have anointed thee, king over 
Israel, the people of the Lord. And thou shait cut off 
the house of Achab thy master : and I will revenge the 
blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all 
the servants of the Lord at the hand of Jezabel. And 
the dogs shall eat Jezabel in the fleld of Jezrahel : and 
there shall be no one to bury her. And he opened the 
door, and fled. Then Jehu went forth to the servants 
of his lord : and they said to him : Are all things well ? 
why came this madman to thee ? And he said to them: 
You know the man, and what he said. But they an- 
swered : It is false ; but rather do thou tell us. And 
he said to them : Thus and thus did he speak to me : 
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and he said: Thus saith the Lord: I have anointed 
thee king over Israel. Then they made haste, and tak- 
ing every man his garment; laid it under his feet, after 
the manner of a judgment-seat : and they sounded the 
trumpet, and said : Jehu is king. So Jehu the son of 
Josaphat the son of Namsi conspired against Joram. 
Now Joram had hesieged Bamoth-Galaad, he and aU 
Israel fighting with Hazael king of Syria : and was re- 
turned to he healed in Jezrahel of his wounds ; for the 
Syrians had wounded him, when he fought with Hazael 
king of Syria. And Jehu said : If it please you, let no 
man go forth or jflee out of the city ; lest he go, and tell 
in Jezrahel. And he got up, and went into Jezrahel: 
for Joram was sick there ; and Ochozias king of Juda 
was come down to visit Joram. The watchman, there- 
fore, that stood upon the tower of Jezrahel, saw the 
troop of Jehu commg, and said: I see a troop. And 
Joram said : Take a chariot, and send to meet them ; 
and let him that goeth say : Is all well ? So there went 
one in a chariot to meet him, and said : Thus saith the 
king : Are aU things peaceable ? And Jehu said : What 
hast thou to do with peace ? go behind, and follow me. 
And the watchman told, saying : The messenger came 
to them ; but he retumeth not. And he sent a second 
chariot of horses : and he came to them, and said : 
Thus saith the king : Is there peace? And Jehu said : 
What hast thou to do with peace? pass, and follow me. 
And the watchman told, saying : He came even to them, 
but retumeth not : and the &ving is like the driving 
of Jehu the son of Namsi; for he drives furiously. 
And Joram said : Make ready the chariot. And they 
made ready his chariot : and Joram kin^ of Israel, and 
Ochozias king of Juda went out, each m his chariot : 
and they went out to meet Jehu, and met him in the 
field of Naboth the Jezrahelite. And when Joram saw 
Jehu, he said: Is there peace, Jehu? And he an** 
swered. What peace? so long as the fornications of 
Jezabel thy mother, and her many sorceries are in their 
vigour. And Joram turned his hand, and fleeing, said 
to Ochozias : There is treachery, Ochozias. But Jehu 
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1>ent bis bow with his hand, and shot Joram between 
the shoulders: and the airow went out through his 
heart: and immediately he fell in his chariot. And 
Jehu said to Badacer his captain : Take him, and cast 
him into the field of Naboth the Jezrahelite : for I re- 
member, when I and thou sitting in a chariot followed 
Achab this man's father, that the Lord laid this burden 
upon him^ saying : If I do notTequite thee in this fields 
saith the Lord, for the blood of Naboth, and for the 
blood of his children, which I saw yesterday, saith the 
Lord. So now take him, and east him into the fields 
according to the word of the Lord. But Ochozias king 
of Juda seeing this, fled by the way of the garden-house: 
and Jehu pursued him, and said : Strike him also in his 
chariot. And they struck him in the going up to Gayer, 
which is by Jeblaam : and he fled into Mageddo, and 
died there. 

And Jehu came into Jezrahel. And Jezabel, hear- 
ing of his approach, decked herself with her ornaments, 
and painted her face, and looked out of a window to 
welcome him with pretended joy, at the same time 
warning him of the common fate of those who slew 
their sovereigns. But heeding her not, he called aloud 
to ask who was with her in the room. And two or 
three servants looked out, and he said to them: Throw 
her down headlong ; and they threw her down ; and the 
wall was sprinkled with her blood ; and the hoofs of the 
horses trod upon her. And when he was eome in, to 
eat and to drink, he said i Go, and see after that cursed 
woman, and bury her : because she is a king's daughter. 
And when they went to bury her, they found nothing 
but the skull and the feet, and the extremities of her 
hands. And coming back they told him. And Jehn 
said : It is the word of the Lord, which He spoke by his 
servant Elias the Thesbite, saying: In the Add of Jez« 
rahel, the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezabel : and the 
flesh of Jezabel shall be as dung upon the face of the 
earth in the field of Jezrahel ; so that they who pass by 
shall say : Is this that same Jezabel ? 

Having thus executed the Divine vengeance on this 
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vretched woman, Jehu proceeded with the remamder of 
his terrihle duty. He took measures for having the 
whole posterity of Achab, amounting to seventy per- 
sons, put to death ; and he then abolished the worship 
of Baal, craftily proclaiming a festival in order of the 
idol-god, and slaying every creature who presented 
himself. Still, Jehu's whole heart was not with Grod» 
though he obeyed Him so far as it suited his own per- 
sonal and ambitious designs. He followed the idola- 
tries of Jeroboami and left the golden calves standing in 
Bethel and Dan ; and his sins and those of the people 
drew down the wrath of the Almighty ; and the whole 
country of Israel was long harassed by the attacks of 
the Syrians. 



Cbap. XXTII. Athalia and Joiada. The Death of Eliseus. 

As soon as Ochozias was dead, his mother, Athalia, 
seized his throne, and murdered all her son's posterity, 
save one, an infant, Joas by name, who was hidden by 
his aunt Josaba. For six years the bloody queen reigned 
undisturbed; but in the seventh year the high-priest 
Joiada brought forth the young Joas from his conceal- 
ment, and presented him to the people, and crowned him 
king, and the whole people joyfully recognising his claim, 
Athalia was slain. So long as Joiada lived, the young 
monarch lived in a decent observance of his duty to 
God; but when the aged priest was gathered to his 
fathers, Joas betook himself to idolatries and vice, till 
Zacharifis, who was now high-priest in the place of hi» 
father, rebuked him for his sins. Wild with anger, 
the king sent, and had the holy man stoned to death, 
and plunged into renewed iniquities, till the patience of 
God wsA tried to the uttermost, and Joas was murdered 
in his bed by two of his own household. 

Before he died, on one occasion he shewed that he 
still reverenced the divine gifts of the prophet Eliseus, 
though he would not turn from his own idols. The 
prophet was on his dying bed, and the king came to 
yisit him, and wept before him, and said : my father. 
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my father, the chariot of Israel and the guider thereof. 
And Eliseus said to him : Bring a bow and arrows. And 
when he had brought him a bow and arrows, he said to 
the king of Israel : Put thy hand upon the bow. And 
when he had put his hand, Eliseus put his hands over 
the king's hands, and said: Open the window to the 
east. And when he had opened it, EHseus said : Shoot 
an arrow. And he shot. And Eliseus said : The arrow 
of the Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of the deliver- 
ance from Syria : and thou shalt strike the Syrians in 
Aphec, till thou consume them. And he said : Take 
the arrows. And when he had taken them, he said to 
him : Strike with an arrow upon the ground. And he 
struck three times, and stood still. And the man of God 
was angry with him, and said : If thou hadst smitten 
five or six or seven times, thou hadst smitten Syria even 
to utter destruction : but now three times shalt thou 
smite it. And Eliseus died : and they buried him. 

Within a short time after the prophet's death, a 
miracle was wrought with his relics. A party of per- 
sons were burying a dead man near where the body of 
EUseus lay in its tomb. Suddenly a roving band of 
Moabites came upon them, and in their terror they cast 
the corpse into the grave of the prophet and fled. The 
moment, however, the dead body touched the bones of 
Eliseus, life returned to it, and the man stood alive upon 
his feet. Such as the prophet was in his Hfetime, such 
was he, by the power of Grod, even after his death. 



Chap. XXVIIL The Destruction of the Ten Tribes. 
The Prophet Jonas.^ 

Nine monarchs after Jehu succeeded one another in 
jpapid succession, through blood and violence, on the 
throne of Israel. In the reign of Osee, the last of them, 
the measure of national guilt was fiill, and the ten tribes 
were carried captive into Assyria by the Assyrian king 
Salmanasar. From that captivity, as a nation they 
pever entirely returned. A partial restoration took place 
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in after-times ; but as a people, the ten tribes were lost 
amidst the heathen, and to this day it is a source of 
curious speculation to discover what was their final end, 
and whether any traces of them can yet be found ex- 
isting. 

During the reign of one of their latest kings in 
Samaria, Jeroboam, the second of that name, lived the 
prophet Jonas, who was the only one of the prophets 
of the true God who was sent to preach to the heatheus. 
He Hved in a town of Galilee ; and the word of the 
Lord came to him, saying : Arise, and go to Ninive, the 
great city, and preach in it : for the wickedness thereof 
is come up before me. And Jonas rose up to iBiee into 
Tharsis from the face of the Lord : and he went down 
to Joppe, and found a ship going to Tharsis : and he 
paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with 
them to Tharsis from the face of the Lord. But the 
Lord sent a great wind into the sea : and a great tem- 
pest was raised in the sea ; and the ship was in danger 
to be broken. And the mariners were afraid ; and the 
men cried to their god : and they cast forth the wares 
that were in the ship, into the sea, to lighten it of them : 
and Jonas went down into the inner part of the ship, 
and fell into a deep sleep. And the ship-master came 
to him, and said to him : Why art thou fast asleep ? 
rise up, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think 
of us, that we may not perish. And they said every 
one to his fellow : Come, and let us cast lots, that we 
may know why this evil is upon us. And they cast lots ; 
and the lot fell upon Jonas. And they said to him : 
Tell us for what cause this evil is upon us ? what is thy 
business ? of what country art thou ? and whither goest 
thou? or of what people art thou? And he said to 
them : I am a Hebrew : and I fear the Lord the God 
of heaven, who made both the sea and the dry land. 
And the men were greatly afraid : and they said to him : 
Why hast thou done this? (for the men knew that he 
had jBied from the face of the Lord because he had told 
them.) And they said to him : What shall we do to 
thee, that the sea may be calm to us ? for the sea flowed 
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and swelled. And he said to them : Take me up^ and 
cast me into the sea : and the sea shall he calm to 70a : 
for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon 
you. And the men rowed hard to return to land: 
but they were not able ; because the sea tossed, and 
swelled upon them. And they cried to the Lord, and 
said : We beseech Thee, Lord, let us not perish for 
this man's life ; and lay not upon us innocent blood : 
for Thou, Lord, hast done as it pleased Thee. And 
they took Jonas, and cast him into the sea : and the 
sea ceased from raging. And the men feared the Lord 
exceedingly, and sacrificed victims to the Lord, and 
made vows. Now the Lord prepared a great fish to 
swallow up Jonas : and Jonas was in the belly of the 
fish three days and three nights. And Jonas prayed to 
the Lord his God out of the belly of the fish, kad he 
said : I cried out of my affliction to the Lord ; and He 
heard me : I cried out of the belly of hell ; and Thou 
hast heard my voice. And Thou hast cast me forth into 
the deep in the heart of the sea ; and a flood hath com- 
passed me : all Thy billows and Thy waves have passed 
over me. And I said : I am cast away out of the sight 
of Thy eyes : but yet I shall see Thy holy temple again. 
The waters compassed me about even to the soul : the 
deep hath closed me round about : the sea hath covered 
my head. I went down to the lowest parts of the 
mountains ; the bars of the earth have shut me up for 
ever : and Thou wilt bring up my Hfe from corruption, 
Lord my God. When my soul was in distress within 
me, I remembered the Lord : that my prayer may come 
to Thee, unto Thy holy temple. They that in vain 
observe vanities, forsake their own mercy. But I with 
the voice of praise will sacrifice to Thee : I will pay 
whatsoever I have vowed for my salvation to the Lord. 
And the Lord spoke to the fish : and it vomited out 
Jonas upon the dry land. 

And the word of the Lord came to Jonas the second 
time, saying : Arise, and go to Ninive, the great city : 
and preach in it the preaching that I bid &ee. And 
Jonas arose^ and went to Ninive according to the word 



Digitized by Google 



of tlie Lord : now Ninive was a great dtj of three days^ 
joarney. And Jonas began to enter into the city one 
day's joorney : and he cried, and said : Yet forty da^ 
and Ninive shall be destroyed. And the men of Ninive 
believed in God : and they prodaimed a fast, and pnt 
on saokdoth from the greatest to the least. And the 
•word came to the king of Nineve : and he rose up out 
of his throne, and cast away his robe firom him, and 
was clothed with sackdoth, and sat in ashes. And he 
caused it to be proclaimed and published in Ninive 
from the mouth of the king and of his princes, saying : 
Let neither men nor beasts, oxen nor sheep, taste any 
thing : let them not feed nor drink water. And let men 
and beasts be covered with sackcloth, and cry to the 
Lord with all thdr strength : and let them turn every 
one from his evil way, and firom the iniquity that is in 
their hands. Who can tell if God will turn, and for- 
give ; and will turn away from His fierce anger, and we 
shall not perish ? And God saw their works, that they 
were turned from thdr evil way : and God had mercy 
with regard to the evil whidi He had said that He would 
do to them : and He did it not. And Jonas was exceed* 
ingly troubled, and was angry. And he prayed to the 
Lord, and said : I beseech Thee, Lord, is not this what 
I said, when I was yet in my own country ? therefore I 
went, before to flee into Thams : for I know that Thou 
art a gradous and merciful God, patient, and of much 
compassion, and easy to forgive evil. And now, O 
Lord, I beseech Thee take my life from me : for it is 
better for me to die than to Hve. And the Lord said : 
Dost thou think thou hast reason to be angry ? Then 
Jonas went out of the city, and sat toward the east side 
of the city : and he made himself a booth there : and he 
sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would 
beM the city. And the Lord God prepared an ivy, and 
it came up over the head of Jonas, to be a shadow over 
his head, and to cover him (for he was fatigued) : and 
Jonas was exceeding glad of the ivy. But God pre- 
pared a worm, when l£e morning arose on the follow^ 
ing day : and it struck the ivy ; and it withered. And 
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when the son was risen, the Lord commanded a hot 
and huming wind : and the sun heat upon the head of 
Jonas ; and he hroiled with the heat : and he desired 
for his soul that he might die» and ssid : It is better for 
me to die than to live. And the Lord said to Jonas : 
Dost thou think thou hast reason to be angry, for the 
iyy ? And he said : I am angry with reason even unto 
death. And the Lord said : Thou art grieved for the 
ivy, for whidi thou hast not laboored, nor made it to 
grow, which in one night came up, and in one night 
pmshed. And shall not I spare Nmive, that great city» 
m which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons, that know not how to distinguish 
between their right hand and their left, and many 
beasts? 

Our Saviour Himself afterwards taught His disciples 
that this prophet was a figure of Himself. On one 
occasion, when the Scribes and Pharisees came, in their 
unbelief, pretending to want only a miraculous proof of 
His divine mission that they might believe in Him, He 
said : An evil and adulterous generation seeketh a sign : 
but there shall no sign be g^ven to it, but the sign of 
Jonas the prophet. For as Jonas was three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of 
Man be in the heart of the earth three days and three 
nights. The men of Ninive shall rise in judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it, because they did 
penance at the preadung of Jonas, and behold a greater 
than Jonas is here. 



Chap. XXIX. The Beign of Ezechias. 

Jo AS the king of Juda was succeeded by his son 
Amasias, a prince who, like many of the Jewish kings, 
served God with a half heart» destroying the idols, but 
yet permitting and encouraging many superstitious prac^ 
tices which led to idolatry, sudi as the burning incense^ 
and offering sacrifices in groves and on hills. As was 
usual with such unwilling servants of the Most High, 
his life grew worse as he grew older ; and he was de? 



Digitized by Google 



192 



THR KINGS, 



feated in war by the reigning Jdng of Israel, who at* 
tacked Jerusalem itself, and phindered the temple of 
its sacred yessels. At len^, Amasias was slain in a 
conspiracy of his own subjects. His son Azarias fol- 
lowed him on the throne, and walked in his father's 
steps. For a while he pleased God by his obedience ; 
but at length he presumed to arrogate to himself the 
office of the priests, and offered incense, in spite of the 
resistance of the high-priest. His presumption was 
instantly punished by Ahnighty God ; the leprosy broke 
out upon his head as he stood before the altar ; he was 
thrown forth as an outcast, and his son Joatham assumed 
the royal power. For sixteen years Joatham reigned 
piously and prosperously, when the kingdom was again 
plunged into misery through the iniquities of his son 
and successor Achaz. No soyereign of Juda fell away 
from the service of God more signally than he. He 
shut up the temple, destroyed portions of its consecrated 
furniture, set up idols, and adopted the bloody rites of 
the Gentiles; until the Lord gave up his kingdom to 
be harassed and conquered by the Assyrian monarch, 
who stripped the temple of its treasures, seized a por*- 
tion of ihe Jewish territory, and carried away its in- 
habitants into captivity. Still Achaz was unmoved, and 
sought the help of his idols, instead of turning to the 
Almighty QoA, until death carried him away, when still 
young in years. 

His son Ezechias followed him, and instantly set 
about a purification of his kingdom from the abomina- 



places, where the people burnt incense to idols, broke 
the images in pieces, cut down the groves, and even 
spared not the brazen serpent which Moses had made in 
the wilderness, and which was a figure of Jesus Christ upon 
the cross, because it had become an object of idolatrous 
worship to the besotted people. Turning thus with all 
his heart to God, he was confident in the Divine pro« 
tection, and at once refused to pay the tribute which 
the Assyrian king had exacted from his father. It was 
now but six years before the time when the kindred 
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Idngdom of Israel was to be carried into bondage bj 
the Assyrians; and Ezechias found his own people 
groaning under the tyranny of the same race of id(Ma- 
ters. Nevertheless, he resolved to cast off the yoke of 
the conquerors, and in the end restored the kingdom 
of Jnda to prosperity. 

The prophet Isaias was the counsellor of Ezechias^ 
and under his direction the king defied all the powers 
of Sennacherib, the Assyrian monarch. The prophet 
himself has recorded the history of the impiety and de- 
feat of the Assyrian general ; and no other passage of 
Holy Writ more strikingly describes the madness and 
impotence of man when he sets himself up against the 
will of the Almighty. Sennacherib sent a large force 
to attack Jerusalem^ under Babsaces, his general. And 
Ezechias sent messengers to meet and conifer with him ; 
but Babsaces replied with insults, and a defiance of the 
power of God. And coming near the wall of the city, 
he. cried out to the multitude of people who were on the 
walL and sought to tempt them to disbelieve the power 
of the Lord to deliver them from his hands. Let not 
Ezechias, he said« deceive you ; for he shall not be able 
to deliver you. And let not Ezechias make you trust 
in the Lord, saying : The Lord will surely deliver us ; 
and this city shall not be given into the hands of the 
king of the Assyrians. Do not hearken to Ezechias ; 
for thus said the king of the Assyrians: Do with me 
that which is for your advantage ; and come out to me, 
and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his 
fig-tree ; and dnnk ye every one the water of his as- 
tern, till I come and take you away to a land like to 
your, own, a land of com and of wine, a land of bread and 
vineyards. Neither let Ezechias trouble you, saying: 
The Lord will deliver us. Have any of the gods of the 
nations deUvered iheir land out of the hand of the king 
of the Assyrians 7 Where is the God of Emath, and of 
Arphad ? where is the God of Sepharvaim ? have they 
dehvered Samaria out of my hand? Who is there 
among all the gods of these lands, that hath delivered 
his country out of my hand^ that the Lord may deliver 
o 
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Jerusalem out of my hand? And they held their peace, 
and answered him not a word. For the king had com- 
manded, saying: Answer him not. And Eliacim the 
son of Helcias, that was over the house, and Sohna the 
scilhe, and Joahe the son of Asaph the recorder, went 
in to Ezechias with their garments rent, and told him 
the words of Rabsaces. 



Chap. XXX. The Destruction of the ABsyrians. 

And when Ezechias was told the words of the Assyrian 
general, he rent his garments, and covered himself with 
sackcloth, and went in to the house of the Lord. And 
he sent Eliacim, who was over the house, and Sobna 
the scribe, and tiie ancients of the priests covered with 
sackcloth, to Isaias the son of Amos the prophet. And 
they said to him : Thus saith Ezechias : This day is 
a day of tribulation, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy ; 
for the children are come to the birth, and there is not 
strength to bring forth. It may be the Lord thy God 
will hear the words of Rabsaces, whom the king of the 
Assyrians his master hath sent to blaspheme the living 
God, and to reproach with words which the Lord thy 
God hath heard : wherefore lift up thy prayer for the 
remnant that is left. And the servants of Ezechias came 
to Isaias. And Isaias said to them : Thus shall you say 
to your master : Thus saith the Lord : Be not sfnid of 
the words that thou hast heard, with which the servants 
of the king of the Assyrians have blasphemed Me. Be- 
hold, I will send a spirit upon him ; and he shall hear 
a message, and shall return to his own country : and I 
will cause him to fall by the sword in his own country. 
And Rabsaces returned, and found the king of the As- 
syrians besieging Lobna, for he had heard that he was 
departed from LAchis. And he heard say about Tharaca 
the king of Ethiopia : He is come forth to fight against 
thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to 
Ezechias, saying : Thus shall you speak to Ezechias the 
king of Juda, saying: Let not thy God deceive thee, in 
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whom thou trustest, saying : Jerusfdem shall not be given 
into the hands of the king of the Assyrians. Behold^ 
thoa hast heard all that the kings of the Assyrians have 
done to all countries which they have destroyed ; and 
canst thou be delivered ? Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them whom my fathers have destroyed, Gozam, 
and Haram, and Beseph, and the children of Eden, that 
were in Thalassar ? Where is the king of Emath, and 
the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sephar- 
vaim, of Ana, and of Ava? And Ezechias took the 
letter from the hands of the messengers, and read it, 
and went up to the house of the Lord : and Ezechias 
spread it before the Lord. And Ezechias prayed to the 
Lord, saying : Lord of hosts, God of Israel, who sittest 
upon the cherubim ; Thou alone art the Gk>d of all the 
kingdoms of the earth ; Thou hast made heaven and earth. 
Incline, Lord, Thy ear, and hear : open, Lord, Thy 
eyes, and see, and hear all the words of Sennacherib, 
which he hath sent to blaspheme the living God. For 
of a truth, Lord, the kings of the Assyrians have laid 
waste lands, and their countries. And they have cast 
their gods into the fire ; for they were not gods, but the 
works of men's hands, of wood and stone : and they 
broke them in pieces. And now, Lord our God, save 
us out of his hand: and let all the kingdoms of the 
earth know, that Thou only art the Lord. And Isaias 
the son of Amos sent to Ezechias, saying : Thus saith 
the Lord the God of Israel: For the prayer thou hast 
made to Me concerning Sennacherib the king of the 
Assyrians : This is the word which the Lord hath spoken 
of him : The virgin the daughter of Sion hath despised 
thee, and laughed thee to scorn : the daughter of Jeru- 
salem hath wagged the head after thee. « Whom hast 
thou reproached, and whom hast thou blasphemed, and 
against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thy eyes on high ? Against the holy One of Israel. By 
the hand of thy servants thou hast reproached the Lord j 
and hast said : With the multitude of my chariots I have 
gone up to the height of the mountains, to the top of 
Libanus : and I wiU cut down its tall cedars, and its 
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choice fir-trees^ and wUl enter to the top of its height, 
to the fore^t of its Carmel. I have digged, and drank 
water, and haye d^ied up with the sole of my foot all the 
tiyera nhnt up, in hanks. Hast thou not heard what I 
have done to. him of old? from the days of old I have 
formeid it ; and tiow I have btought it to ^ect : and it 
hath come to pass that hills fighting together, and fsnced 
$ities should, be^ destroyed. The inhabitants of them 
were weak d£ band ; they trembled, and were con* 
founded^ they became ' lik^ the grass of the field, and 
^e herb of the paslisre, and like the grass of the house- 
tops, widck wUhesed he£(^ it was ripe» I know thy 
duelling, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy 
rage against He. . When thou wast mad against thy 
pride came up to My ears : therefore I will put a ring 
in thy nose, and a bit betwera thy hps : and I will turn 
thee Jbadc by the way b}^ Which thou earnest. But to 
thee this shidl be a sign ; this year the things that 
sptlng of themselves ; and in the second year eat firuits; 
but in the third ^Rear sow and reap, and plant yineyards, 
and eat the frint of them. And that which shall be 
soiled of the house of Juda, and which is left, shall take 
root: downward,- and shall bear fruit upwaid: for out 
of Je^^usalent shidl go forth a' remnant, and salvation 
from mount Siofl : the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do 
this. Wheref ore . thus saith i;he Lord concerning the 
long of the Assyrians : iHe shaU not come into this city, 
nor shoot an arrow intoit^ not come before it with shield, 
nor cast a trench about it. By the way that he came, 
he ^hall return : and into tiliis city he shall not come^ 
saith the Lord; And I vnll protect this city, and will 
save it for My own sake, and for the sake of David My 
servant. And the angel of the Lord went out, and slew 
in the camp of the AaMyrians a huddred and. eighty-^five 
thousand. And they arose in the morning, and b^old, 
they v^ere all dead corpses; And Sennacherib the kine 
of th^ Assyrians went out, and departed, and retumea 
and d^elt in Ninive. And it eame to pass, as he was 
worshipping in the temple of Nesroch his god, that 
Adramelech and Sarasar his sons slew him wiUi the 
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sword ; and they fled into the land of Ararat : and Asar- 
haddon his son reigned in his stead. 



Chap. XXXL Sickness^ Recoreryi and Death of Ezechias. 

After this Ezechias fell sick with a complaint of which 
he expected to die ; and Isaias came and said to him : 
Thus saith the Lord God : Give charge concerning thy 
house ; for thon shalt die, and not live. And he turned 
his face to the wall, and prayed to the Lord, saying : I 
beseech thee, Lord, remember how I have walked be- 
fore Thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and have 
done that which is pleasing before Thee. And Ezechias 
wept with B&uch weeping. And before Isaias was gone 
out of the middle of the court, the word of the Lord 
came to him, saying: Go back, and tell Ezechias the 
captain of my people : Thus saith the Lord the God of 
Dayid thy father : I have heard thy prayer, and I haye 
seen thy tears : and behold, I have healed thee : on the 
third day thou shalt go up to the temple of the Lord. 
And I will add to thy days fifteen years s and I will de«> 
Hyer thee and this city out of the liiftnd of the king of the 
Assyrians ; and I will protect this city for My own sake 
and for David My servant's sake. And Isaias said: 
Bring me a lump of figs. And when they had brought 
it, and laid it upon his boil, he was healeid. And Eze^ 
chias had said to Isaias : What shall be the sign that the 
Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up to the temple 
of the Lord the third day? And Isaias said to him: 
This shall be the sign from the Lord, that the Lord will 
do the word which He hath spoken : Wilt thou that the 
shadow go forward ten lines, or that it go back so many 
degrees ? And Ezechias said : It is an easy matter for 
the shadow to go forward ten Hues : and I do not desire 
that this be done : but let it return back ten degrees. 
And Isaias the prophet called upon the Lord : and he 
brought the shadow ten degrees backwards by the hnes, 
by which it had already gone down in the dial of Acbaz. 
And the king was restored to healthy and Uved 
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fifteen years after that time. Bat on his recoyery, pnfi- 
ed up with prosperity, he hronght upon himself a hitter 
rehuke from the prophet who had been his unfailing 
£riend and guide. The Babylonian king sent an em- 
bassy to congratulate him on his recovery from his 
sickness, and Ezechias was not satisfied without display- 
ing to them, in the pride of his heart, all the treasures 
«he possessed, as though they were the fruit of his own 
power and wisdom, and not of the favour of Almighty 
God. And Isaias came to him, and told him that tibese 
very riches which he had gloried in shewing to the 
idolaters should soon become their prey, and that the 
day was at hand when all his posterity would be car- 
ried into bondage by the very men whose envy he had 
excited by his foolish vanity. 



Chap. XXXII. The Beign of Manasses. Judith and Holofernes. 

When Ezechias died, his son Manasses was but a boy, 
and he spent his youth in the wildest excesses, sacri- 
ficing to Baal and other idols, and shedding the blood 
of his subjects like water. He was at last carried cap- 
tive into Babylon, where he repented of his sins ; and 
he was restored to his liberty and his kingdom, over 
which he reigned in peace and prosperity altogether for 
fifty-five years. 

During his reign the events which are related in 
the book of Judith are supposed to have taken place. 
Holofemes, the general of Nabuchodonosor the king of 
Assyria, invaded the territory of Juda, and laid waste 
the country wheresoever he came ; while the people fled 
to the mountains and to the fortified places, where they 
prepared to resist him. Astonished at their courage, 
which he accounted senseless audacity, the Assyrian sol- 
dier inquired of his allies the Ammonites who they were 
that thus resisted his arms. Achior, the Ammonitish 

feneral, replied to him by relating Uie history of the 
ews from the time of their captivity in Egypt, attri- 
buted their prosperity and courage to the protection of 
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the true God, and bade Holofernes beware how he lifted 
himself up against the Almighty, unless he could first 
learn that the Jews had provoked Qod'n wrath by their 
own sins. 

Amazed and irritated at what he heard, Holofernes 
sent Achior from his presence, and delivered him into 
the hands of the people of Bethulia, a city in Galilee, 
that when, as he expected, he should take the dty, he 
might slay Achior with the rest of its inhabitants. Then 
marching against Bethulia, he laid siege to it with a 
large body troops, and succeeded in cutting off all its 
supplies of water, so that the people were reduced to 
frightful distress. 

From amongst their own number a deliverer then 
appeared. Judith, a widow woman of great beauty, 
hearing that the commander of the city was about to 
capitukte, presented herself before the chief persons of 
the place, and bade them humble themselves before Qod 
for their sins, and wait a while, while she executed a plan 
she had formed for their deHverance. Then, praying 
for strength and guidance from Almighty God, she at- 
tired herself in costly garments, and taking her maid 
with her, entered the camp of the Assyrians, and pre- 
sented herself before Holofernes, telling him that she 
had fled from the cily because, for its sins against God, 
it was about to perish. Holofernes, struck with her 
beauty, received her honourably, and gave her lodging 
in a tent with her maid. Four days afterwards, Holo- 
fernes sent to beg her to be present at a feast he was 
giving to his servants. And Judith came; and late at 
night she was left alone with Holofernes, who had fallen 
down dead drunk upon his couch. And bidding her 
maid wait outside the chamber, she went to the bed- 
side, and praying to the Lord, she seized the sword 
which hung at the bed's head, and smote off the head 
of the proud captain as he lay before her. And she 
took the head, and put it into her bag which she had 
brought, and with her maid returned to the city. And 
the Bethulians, hearing what was done, sallied forth 
and attacked the Assyrians, who, terrified at their cap- 
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tain's death, fled dismayed, and left their spoils to the 
conqaeroTS. 



Chap. XXXIII. Jonas. The last EiDgs of Jada. 

Amon, the godless son of Manasses, succeeded to hift 
father's throne, and, after a two years' reign, was slain 
hy a conspiracy. Josias, his son, a child of eight years 
old, received the vacant crown, and for thirty-one years 
served God with all his heart. He destroyed idolatry, 
and restored the splendour of the temple-worship, which 
had heen so utterly neglected that even the hook of the 
law was forgotten, and its existence scarcely known. 
The high-priest, also, reading in tilie hook the denuncia- 
tions of Moses against the Jews if they should fall into 
idolatry, was struck with terror, and carried the tidings of 
what he had read to the king. Josias, also terrified, con- 
sulted a prophetess, Holda hy name, distinguished for 
the gifts God had given her. And ^e said to the king's 
messengers : Thus saith the Lord the God of Israel : 
Tell the man that sent you to me : Thus saith the Lord : 
Behold, I will hring evils upon this plac^, and upon the 
inhabitants thereof, all the words of the law winch the 
king of Juda hath read : because they have forsaken Me, 
and have sacrificed to strange gods, provoking Me by 
all the works of their hands : therefore My indignation 
shall be kindled against this place, and shall not be 
quenched. But to the king of Juda, who sent you to 
consult the Lord, thus shi^ you say: Thus saith the 
Lord the God of Israel : Forasmuch as thou hast heard 
the words of the book, and thy heart hath been moved 
to fear, and thou hast humbled thyself before the Lord, 
hearing the words against this place, and the inhabitants 
thereof to wit, that they should become a wonder and a 
curse : and thou hast rent thy garments, and wept be- 
fore Me, I also have heard thee, saith the Lord : there- 
fore I will gather thee to thy faUiers : and thou shalt be 
gathered to thy sepulchre m peace, that thy eyes may 
not see all the evils which I will bring upon this place. 
Thus warned and thus encouraged, Josias proceeded 
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^th the extirpation of all idolatrous rites, and defiled 
erery object of superstitious regard. He died, at the 
end of a prosperous reign, of a wound in battle, and 
witli him passed away the last glories of the Jewish 
kingdom. Joachaz, Joakim, Joachin, and Sedechias, 
succeeded one another in the royal power, and added 
sin to sin, till the cup of national guHt was Ml. Joakim 
receiyed awful warnings of what was at hand from the 
prophet Jeremias ; but he insulted the prophet's mes« 
senger, and took the roll on which the judgments of 
God were written that he might read them, and cut it 
in pieces, and cast it contemptuously into the flames. 
He was then carried captive to Babylon by Nabuchod- 
onosor its king, but was afterwards released and made 
a vassal of the Babylonians. At the end of three years 
he revolted against his conqueror, and was seized and 
put to death b^ the Chaldeans. His son Joachin was 
next led a captive to Babylon ; and Sedechias, a son of 
Josias, was set up as nominal king of Juda by the 
victors. For nine years he thus reigned, sinning un- 
repentingly against God, and at last, rebelling against 
Nabuchodonosor, he was taken by Nabuchodonosor, his 
eyes were put out, and he was carried captive with all 
lus people. The walls of Jerusalem were also levelled 
with the ground, the temple and royal palaces were 
destroyed, and none left but a few poor husbandmen to 
till the land. 



Chap. XXXIV. The Prophets before the Captivity. 

While the children of Israel were thus, from generation 
to generation, provoking God's anger. Almighty God 
Himself had not ceased from time to time to commis- 
sion His prc^hets to declare His will to them, and to 
entreat them to turn from their sins before His wrath 
fell upon them. Osee had prophesied imder Ozias, 
Joathan, Achaz, and Ezechias, kings of Juda; Amos 
under Ozias king of Juda; Abdias about the same 
time; Micheas, wlio foretold that our Saviour would 
be bom at Bethlehem^ under Joathan ; Joel, under 
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Manasses ; and Sophonias, under Josias. Jeremias, 
who was affectionately served by his disciple, the pro- 
phet Baruch, was especially the prophet of the cap- 
^irity ; and as he had never ceased to warn his coun- 
trymen of the judgments coming upon them, so he 
remained at Jerusalem when all was overwhelmed in 
ruin, to comfort the miserable remnant that were left. 
On one occasion, the ungodly courtiers of king Sede- 
chias had prevailed on the weak monarch to suffer them 
to do what they would with the prophet when he up- 
braided them with their sins ; and Jeremias would have 
perished in a filthy dungeon, into which they cast him, 
but for the intercession of an Ethiopian servant of the 
king, who delivered him from his peril. And when 
Sedechias and all his court were carried away to Baby- 
lon, the prophet still fulfilled his sacred work; and while 
he mourned over the woes of his people, he urged upon 
the remnant left behind the duty of repentance under 
the chastising hand of God, bidding them put their 
trust in the Divine mercy rather than fly to Egypt, as 
they desired. They heeded him not, however, and fled 
to the Egyptians, taking with them Jeremias ; and tra- 
dition reports that after their arrival in Egypt they 
murdered him. 

Of all these inspired men, none foretold the events 
of the Christian Church so clearly as the prophet Isaias. 
He predicted many circumstances of the death and pas- 
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ with the most minute dis- 
tinctness, so that he has. been called the evangehcal 
prophet. 
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THE CAPnVTTT AND THE BESTORATION. 



Chap. I. The History of Tobias. 

At the time of the destruction of Jerasalem, the people 
of the ten tribes were already scattered in yarious parts 
of the land of Assyria, where they dwelt as a despised 
and captive race, but enjoying some degree of personal 
liberty. The Scripture records the private history of 
one of them, who was a model of piety and resignation 
to the Divine will. Tobias, a man of the tribe of Nep- 
thali, lived at Ninive, but took frequent journeys to other 
parts in the exercise of acts of benevolence towards his 
more distressed fellow-countrymen. When the fury of 
Sennacherib, the Assyrian monarch, was roused afresh 
against the captive Israehtes by the failure of his ex^ 
pedition against Ezechias the king of Juda, Tobias re- 
doubled his efforts to soothe their sufferings, and, at 
the peril of his own life, was accustomed to bury the 
dead bodies of those whom the cruelty of the tyrant put 
to death. For a while he was forced to secrete himself 
from Sennacherib's vengeance, but on the king's death 
renewed his works of mercy unmolested. 

On one occasion, wearied with his toils, he lay down 
to sleep beneath a swallow's nest, and the droppings 
from above falling into his eyes, destroyed his sight. 
Fresh trouble also befel him from his wife Anna, who 
reproached him angrily for a warning he one day gave 
her against stealing, when he supposed that a kid she 
had received in payment for her work had been dis- 
honestiy obtained. At length, weary and sad at heart, 
he prayed to God for death to end his sufferings. An 
intimation was sent him from the Almighty by the hands 
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of the angel Raphael, assuring him that his prayers 
were heard; and Tobias, supposing that this implied 
that he was to be reheved by death, called his son Tobias, 
and admonishing him to be ever charitable and never to 
yield to the heats of youthful passion, sent him from 
home to gather in a debt owed him by one Ghibelus, at 
Bages, a city of the Medes. The youth immediately 
started on his journey with his dog, and seeking a 
guide, a young man of noble aspect presented himself 
to him, who was, in truth, none other than the angel 
Raphael, under the disguise of a person of noble family. 
With him Tobias returned to his father, and the angd, 
without revealing himself, promised success to the young 
man's journey, and recovery of sight to his aged father. 

The first night they slept near the river Tigris ; and 
Tobias, washing his feet in the river, was attacked by a 
monstrous fish, and in his terror he cried aloud to his 
angelic guide. The angel bade him fear not, but boldly 
seize the fish, and drag it a-shore. The youth obeyecC 
and, by the angel's directions, took out the entrails of 
the fish, which he assured him were of efficacy both as 
a medicine and against the attacks of evil spirits. Ar- 
riving at Rages, the angel told him that he must seek a 
lodging with his kinsman Raguel, who dwelt there, and 
must ask his only daughter Sara in marriage. Tobias, 
terrified, reminded his guide that already the damsel 
had married seven husbands, every one of whom had 
been killed by Satanic power the very first night of their 
marriage. The angel bade him be of good courage, for 
these sudden deaths had been the punishment of their 
ungovemed passions ; and he promised Tobias that if 
he would but obey the rules he laid down, and lay the 
hver of the fish on the fire the day he was married, the 
devil should have no power to hurt him. 

As the angel had foretold, so it came to pass. Ra-* 
guel, though at first doubting, encouraged by the an^ 
gave his daughter to Tobias, who joined with his bnde 
in prayer and mortification for the Divine protection ; 
and though Raguel, still afraid, had even prepared a 
grave for his new son-in-law, expecting his untimely 
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death, the blesnng of God rested on them. Gabelas, 
also, gratefully paid his debt ; and leaving his bride to 
follow, Tobias, with his angel-gaardian, returned to his 
&ther's house. There his aged parents welcomed him ; 
and the young man, by the angel's ordm, touched his 
&ther's eyes with the gall of the fish, and immediately 
the lost sight was restored. Sara now rejoined her 
husband ; and amidst the rejoicings of the household 
and their kinsfolk, Tobias and his son entreated the 
ang^ to receiye the half of all their possessions, in pay- 
ment for his services. Then, at length, he made himself 
known, telling them that he was Raphael, one of the 
seven spirits who stand before the throne of God ; and 
as they fell prostrate on the ground, he disappeared 
from before their eyes. Tobias the elder then prophe- 
sied the r^uilding of Jerusalem, and gave thanks to God 
hi all His merdes. He lived to a great age, and his son 
returned to Rages, where he lived protected by God and 
honoured by man. 



Chap. XL The Prophet Ezechiel. 

In the fifth year of the captivity of King Joachin in 
Babylon, Almighty God gave a commission to one of 
the captives, Ezechiel, of the priestly race, to announce 
the Divine will to his fellow-countrymen in their bond- 
age. An awfiil vision displayed to him, under myste- 
rious images, the majesty and glory of the Lord of 
hosts. The prophet relates what he beheld in the be- 
ginning of the book which contains his predictions, and 
tiie message he received from God. 

I saw, he says, and behold, a whirlwind came out of 
the north : and a great cloud, and a fire infolding it, 
and brightness was about it: and out of the midst 
thereof, that is, out of the midst of the fire, as it were 
the resemblance of amber : and in the midst thereof 
the likeness of four Hving creatures : and this was their 
appearance : there was the likeness of a man in them. 
Every one had four faces, and every one four wings. 
Their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their foot 
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was like the sole of a calTs foot : and they sparkled like 
the appearance of glowing hrass. And they had the 
hands of a man under their wings on their four sides : 
and they had fSaces and wings on four sides. And 
the wings of one were joined to the wings of another. 
They turned not when they went ; hut every one went 
straight forward. And as for the likeness of their faces : 
there was the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on 
the right side of all the four ; and the face of an ox, on 
the left side of all the four ; and the face of an ^t^e 
over all the four. And their faces and their wings weie 
stretched upward : two wings of every one were joined, 
and two covered their hpdies : and every one of them 
went straight forward : whither the impulse of the spirit 
was to go, thither they went: and they turned not 
when they went. And as for the likeness of the living 
creatures, their appearance was like that of huming 
coals of fire, and Hke the appearance of lamps. Thi» 
was the vision running to and fro in the midst of the 
Uving creatures, a bright fire, and lightning going forth 
from the fire. And the living creatures ran and re- 
turned like flashes of lightning. Now as I beheld the 
living creatures, there appeared upon the earth by the 
Hving creatures one wheel with four faces. And the 
appearance of the wheels, and the work of them, was 
like the appearance of the sea : and the four had all one 
likeness : and their appearance and their work was as it 
were a wheel in the midst of a wheel. When they went, 
they went by their four parts ; and they turned not 
when they went. The wheels had also a size, and a 
height, and a dreadful appearance : and the whole body 
was full of eyes round about all the four. And when 
the Uving creatures went, the wheels also went together 
by them : and when the living creatures were lifted up 
from the earth, the wheels also were lifted up with 
them. Whithersoever the spirit went, thither as the 
spirit went the wheels also were lifted withal, and fol- 
lowed it ; for the spirit of life was in the wheels. When 
those went, these went ; and when those stood, these 
stood ; and when those were lifted up from the earthy 
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the wheels also were lifted up together, and followed 
them : for the spirit of life was in the wheels. And 
over the heads of the living creatures was the likeness 
of the firmament, as the appearance of crystal terrible 
to behold, and stretched out over their heads above. 
And under their firmament were their wings straight the 
one toward the other : every one with two wings co- 
vered his body ; and the other was covered in like man- 
ner. And I heard the noise of their wings, like the 
noise of many waters, as it were the voice of the most 
high God : when they walked, it was like the voice of a 
multitude, like the noise of an army ; and when they 
stood, their wings were let down. For when a voice 
came from above the firmament, that was over their 
heads, they stood, and let down their wings. And 
above the firmament, that was over their heads, was the 
hkeness of a throne, as the appearance of the sapphire- 
stone : and upon the likeness of the throne, was a like- 
ness as of the appearance of a man above upon it. And 
I saw as it were the resemblance of amber, as the ap- 
pearance of fire within it round about : from his loins and 
upward, and firom his loins downward, I saw as it were 
the resemblance of fire shining round about. As the 
appearance of the rainbow when it is in a cloud on a 
rainy day ; this was the appearance of the brightness 
round about. 

This was the vision of the likeness of the glory of 
the Lord. And I saw, and I fell upon my face ; and I 
heard the voice of one that spoke. And he said to me : 
Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak to 
thee. And the spirit entered into me after that he spoke 
to me, and he set me upon my feet : and I heard him 
speaking to me, and saying : Son of man, I send thee 
to the children of Israel, to a rebelHous people that 
hath revolted from me: they and their fathers have 
transgressed my covenant even unto this day. And they 
to whom I send thee are children of a hard face, and of 
an obstinate heart ; and thou shalt say to them : Thus 
saith the Lord God : If so be they at least will hear« 
and if so be they will forbear, for they are a provoking 
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houBe : and tbcy ahaU know that there hath been a 
prophet in the midat c^them. And thon, O acui of 
man, fear not, neither be thon afindd of their words : 
ioT Uion art among nnbdievers and deatroyera, and thon 
dwelleat with scorpions. Fear not their words ; neither 
be thon dismayed at theff looks : for they are a provdc- 
ing honse. And thon ahalt speak my words to them, if 
perhaps they will hear, and forbear ; for they provoke 
me to anger. Bat thon, O son of man, hear all that 
I say to diee : and do not thon provoke me, as that 
honse provoketh me ; open thy month, and eat what 
I give thee. And I lookdl, and behold, a hand was sent 
to me, wherein was a book rolled np : and he spread it 
before m^ and it was written withhi and without : and 
there were written in it lamentations, and canticles^ and 
woe. 

And he said to me : Son of man, eat all that thon 
ahalt find : eat this book, and go spc^k to the children 
of Israel. And I opened my mouth, and he caused me 
to eat that book : and he said to me : Son of man, thy 
belly shall eat, and thy bowels shall be filled with this 
book which I give thee. And I did eat it : and it was 
sweet as honey in my month. 



Chip. n. The YiAon of the Dry Bones. 

Thus was the prophet commissioned to receive the 
words of God, and to declare them to the people in 
their captivity. Taught by the Spirit of the Lord, he 
warned them of the utter destruction which was coming 
upon Jerusalem, for as yet Sedechias reigned in Judsea, 
as a tributary to Babylon ; he promised also their future 
restoration, the final desolation of their heathen con- 
querors, and the general mercy of God towards all peni- 
tent nnners, with the vengeance He would execute on 
the obstinately guilty. 

Many visions were vouchsafed him by God, symbo- 
Hcally representing the dealings of the Alnughty with 
His people, and foreshadowing not only ti^e restoration 
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of the Jews, but tlie glories of tke Gliristiaii Church. 
One of these foretold both the blessings to come upon 
the conquered ciptiTes, and the final resarrectioa of the 
bodies of all manJdnd. The hand of the Lord, the pro- 
phet says, was upon me, and brought me forth in the 
spirit of the Lord : and set me down in the midst of 
a plain that was fuU of bones. And He led me about 
through them on every side : now they were very many 
upon the face of the pkin ; and they were ezceediiig 
dry. And He said to me i Son of man, dost thou think 
these boives shall live? And I answered : Lord God, 
Thou knowest. And He said to me : Prophesy concern- 
ing these bones ; and say to them : Ye dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God to 
these bones : Behold, I will send spirit into you, and 
you ^all live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 
cause flesh to grow over you, and wiU cover you with 
ridn : and I will give you spirit ; and you shall live, and 
you shall know that I am the Lord. And I prophesied 
as He had commanded me : and as I prophesied there 
was a noise, and behold, a commotion ; and the bones 
came together, each one to its joint. And I saw, and 
behold, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them : 
uid the skin was stretched out over them; but there 
was DO spirit in them. And he said to me : Prophesy 
to the spirit, prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
qpirit: Thus saith the Lord God: Come, spirit, ft-om 
the four winds, and blow upon these slain ; and let them 
live again. Aiid I prophesied as He had commanded 
me : and the spirit came into them^ and they lived : and 
they stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 
Ana He said to me : Soa of man : all these bones are the 
house of Israel : they say i Our bones are dried up, and 
our Iwpe is lost, and we are cut off. Therdbre pro- 
^esy^ and say to them; Thus saidi the Lovd God: 
Behdd, I win open your graves, aad will bring you out 
of your sepulchres, O nty people : and w^ brmg you 
into the land of Israd. And you shall know that I amr 
ttie Lord, when I shadl have opened your sepulchres, 
itod AaHL have brought you oat of your graves^ my 
p 
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people: and sliall have jput my spirit in you, and you 
shaU live ; and I shall make you rest upon your own 
land : and you shall know that I the Lord have spoken/ 
and done it, saith the Lord Gt)d. 



Chap. ILL The Prophet DanieL 

Among the captives brought to Babylon by Nabucho- 
donosor was a youlii of royal blood, Daniel by name, 
distinguished as much for his piety as for lus great 
talents and handsome countenance. By -orders of the 
Chaldean monarch, he, with three of his companions, 
Ananias, Misael, and Azarias, or as they were sumamed 
by the Babylonians, Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago^ 
were summoned to the king's palace for the purpose of 
being instructed in the language and learning of Chaldea. 
Fearing that if they eat the luxuries of the king's table 
they should eat what was fcHrbidden by the law of Moses, 
Daniel and his companions entreated the officer who had 
charge of them to allow them to live upon pulse and 
water; and after an experiment to discover whether 
they would retain their health on such diet, the request 
was granted ; and after three years the four young He- 
brews were taken into the king's presence, and counted 
among his wisest subjects. 

In the second year of Nabuchodonosor's reign as 
sole sovereign of Babylon, after his father's death, a 
dream terrified the king so that he could not rest with- 
out discovering its interpretation, though the dream 
itself had passed in its particulars from his memory.. 
He summoned his magicians and diviners, and bade 
them discover both the dream and its interpretation; 
and when they could give him no satisfaction, in his 
fury he put them all to death. Daniel and his compa- 
nions were invohed in the sentence, though the king 
bad not consulted them ; and they cried to God to re- 
veal the mystery to them, that their lives might be 
spared. Then was the mystery revealed to Daniel by- 
a vision in the night; and Daniel blessed the God of . 
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heaven, and speaking, he said : Blessed he the name of 
the Lord from eternity, and for evermore : for wisdom 
and fortitude are His. And He changeth times and ages ; 
taketh away kingdoms and estahlishetk them; giveth 
wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to them that have 
understanding : He revealeth deep and hidden thin^, 
and knoweth what is in darkness ; and li^ht is with 
Him. To Thee, O God i)i our fathers, I give thanks, 
and I praise Thee : hecause Thou hast given me wisdom 
and strength : and now Thou hast shewn me what we 
desired of Thee, for Thou hast made known to us the 
king'a discourse. After this Daniel went in to Arioch, 
to whom the king had given orders to destroy the wise 
men of Bahylon ; and he spoke thus to him : Destroy 
not the wise men of Babylon-: bring me in before the 
king, and I will tell the solution to the long. Then 
Arioch in haste brought in Daniel to the king, and said 
to him : I have found a man of the children of the 
captivity of Juda, that will resolve the question to the 
king. The king answered, and said to Daniel, whose 
name was Baltassar: Thinkest thou indeed that thou 
canst tell me the dream that I saw, and the interpreta- 
tion thereof? And Daniel made answer before the king, 
and said : The secret that the king desireth to know, 
none of the wise men, or the philosophers, or the di- 
viners, or the soothsayers, can declare to the king ; but 
there is a Qtod in heaven that revealeth mysteries, who 
hath shewn to thee, King Nabuchodonosor, what is to 
come to pass in the latter times. Thy dream, and the 
visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these. Thou, O 
king, didst begin to think in thy bed what should come 
to pass heref^r: and He that revealeth mysteries 
shewed thee what shall come to pass. To me also this 
secret is revealed, not by any wisdom that I have more 
than all men alive ; but that the interpretation might 
be made manifest to the king, and thou mightest know 
the thoughts of thy mind. Thou, king, sawest, and ' 
behold, there was as it were a great statue : this statue, 
which was great and high, tall of stature, stood before 
thee : and the look thereof was terrible. The head of : 
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t|iis statae was of fine gold ; bat the breast and the 
anna of sHvex ; and the belly and the thighs of brass ; 
and the legs of iron ; the feet part of iron, and part of 
day* Thus thou sawest till a stone was cut out of a 
mountain without hands s and it struck the statue upon 
the feet thereof^ that were of iron and of day, and 
Ivroke them in pieces* Then was the iron, the clay, 
the brass, the sdver, aned the gold broken to pieces 
together, and became like the chaff <^ & summer's threi^ 
ing floor : and they were carried away by the wind, and 
there waa no {^oe found for them : but the stone that 
struck th^ statue became a great mountain, and filled 
the whole earth* This is the dream : we ^dll also teU 
the intarpretatioiK thereof before thee, O king. Thou 
art a king of kings ; and the God of heaven hath given 
thee a ki^gdom^ and strength, aiid power, and glory : 
and all places wherein tiie cMdren of men, and tae 
beasts of the fidd do dwell : He hath also given ^e 
birds of the air into thy hand, and hath put all things 
under thy power s thou therefore art the head of gold, 
^d after thee shill rise up another kingdom, inferior 
to thee» of $ilver : and another third kingdom, of brass, 
which shidl nde over aU the world. And. ihe fourth 
kingdom. shaU be $b iron. As iron breaketh into pieces, 
and subdueth all things, so shall that break and destroy 
aU theses And whereas thou sawest the feet and the 
toes part of pottei's elay, and part of iron ; the king- 
dom shall be divided, but yet it shall take its CHtigin 
firom the, iron,, according a» thou sarwest the iron mixed 
with the miry chiy. And as ibt toes of the feet were 
part of iron, and part of clay,, the kingdom shall be 
partly strong imd piurtly broken* And whereas thou 
sawest the iroi» mixed with miry clay, they shall be min- 
gled mdeed together with the seed of man ; but they 
shall not stick lut one to another ; as iron cannot b« 
nuzed with chiy. But in the days of those kingdoms 
the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall 
never be destroyed: and His kinedom shall not be 
delivered up to another people r and it shall break in 
pi»ceS| aend k shidl eomme aU these kii^oms: A&d 
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itself shall stand for er^. Aooordmg as thoa safest, 
that the stone was cut out of the moimtain without 
, hands, and broke in pieces the day and the iron, and 
the brass, and the silver, and the gold, Ihe great Gk>d 
hath shewn the king what shall come to pass hereafter : 
and the dream is true, and the interpretation thereof is 
faithfuL Then King Nabachodonosor fell on his face, 
and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they 
should offer in sacrifice to him victims and incense. 
And the king spoke to Daniel, and said : Verily, your 
God is the God of gods, and Lord of kings, and a re- 
yealer of hidden things ; seeing thou couldst discover 
this secret. Then the Idng advanced Daniel to a high 
station, and gave him many and great gifts : and he 
made him governor over all the provinces of Baboon, 
and chief of the magbtrates over all the wise men of 
Babylon. And Daniel requested of the king, and he 
appointed Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago over the 
works of the province of Babylon : but Daniel himsdf 
was in the king's palace. 



Chip IY. Daniel's Three Friends thrown into the Fiery 
Furnace. 

After this. King Nabuchodonosor made a statue of gold, 
of sixty cubits high, and six cubits broad : and he set it 
up in the plain <^ Dura, of the province of Babylon. 
Then Nabuchodonosor the king sent to call together the 
nobles, the magistrates, and Uie judges, the captains, 
the rulers, and governors and all the chief men of the 
provinces, to come to the dedication of the statue which 
Kin^ Nabuchodonosor had set up. Then the nobles, the 
magistrates, and the judges, the captains, and rulers, 
and the great men that were placed in authority, and all 
the princes of the provinces, were gathered together to 
come to the dedication of the statue, which King Nabu- 
chodonosor had set up. And they stood before the 
statue which King Nabuchodonosor had set up. Then 
a herald cried with a strong voice : To you it is com- 
manded, nations, tribes, and languages : that in the 
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hour that yon shall hear the aotmd of^ the trumpet, and 
of the flute, and of the harp, of the sackbut^ and of the 
psaltery, and of the symphony, and of all kinds of masie, 
ye fall down and adore the golden statue- which King 
Nabuchodonosor hath set up. But if any man shall not 
fall down and adore^ he shall the same hour be cast into 
a furnace of burning fire. Upon this, therefore, at the 
time when all thepeople heard the sound of the trumpet,, 
the flute,^and the harp, of the sackbut, and' the psaltery^ 
of the symphony, and of aU kind of music, all the 
nations, tribes, and languages fell down and adored the 
golden statue which Kmg Nabuchodonosor had set up. 
And presently at that very time some Ghaldeans came, and 



king, li^e for ever : thou, king, hast made a decree 
that every man thftt shall bear the sound of the trumpet, 
the flute, and the harp, of the sackbut, imd the psaltery, 
of the symphony, and of all kind of music, tknU. pros- 
trate himself> and adore the golden statue : and that if 
any man shall not fall down and adore, he should be 
cast into a furnace of burning fire. Now there are cer- 
tain J^ews whom thou hast set over the works of the 
province of Babylbn, Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago :: 
these men, king, have sHghted thy decree : they wor- 
ship not thy gods ; nor do they adore the golden statue 
which thou hast set up. Then Nabuchodonosor in fury, 
and in wrath, commanded that Sidrach, Misach, and 
Abdenago should be brought; who immediately were 
brought before the king« And Nabuchodonosor the 
king spoke to them, and said : Is it true, Sidraoh^ 
Misach, and Abdenago, that you do not worship my 
gods, nor adore the golden statue that I have set up^ 
Now therefore if you be ready, at what hour soever you 
shall hear the sound of the trumpet^ flute, harp, sack- 
but and psaltery, and symphony, and all kind of 
music, prostrate yourselves, and adore the statue which 

1 have made : but if you do not adere, you shall be cast 
the same hour into the furnace of burning fire : and 
who is the God that shall deliver you out of my hand? 
Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago answered^ and said to 




And said to King Nabuchodonosor i 
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XiBg Nabuehodonosor : We have no occasion to answer 
ihee concerning this matter. For behold, our God, 
irhom we worship, is able to save us from the furnace 
•f burnmg fire, and to deliyer us out of thy hands, 
king. But if He will not, be it known to thee, king, 
that we will not worship ihj gods, nor adore the golden 
statue which thorn hast set up.. 'Hien was Nabuchodo- 
nosor filled with' fury ; and the countenance of his face 
was changed against Sidrach, Misaeh, and Abdenago ; 
and he commanded that the furnace should be heated 
seyen times more than it had been accustomed to be 
heated. And he - commanded' the stroneest men that 
were in his army to bind the ftet of Sidrach, Misach, 
and Abdenago>> and to cast them mto the furnace of 
burning fire. And immediately; these men were bound, 
and were cast into the furnace of burning fire, with 
their coats, and their caps, and their shoes, and their 
garments^. ¥or the kin^s commandment was urgent, 
and the furnace was heated exceedingly. And the 
flame of Uie fire slew those men that had cast in Si- 
drach, Misach, and Abdenago. But these three men, 
that isy Sidrach, Misach, and Abdena^, fell down bound 
in the midst of the furnace of burmng fire. And they 
walked in the midst of the flame, praising Gbd, and 
blessing the Lord» 

Then the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, 
and said to his nobles : Did we not cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire ? They answered the 
king, and said : True, O king.. He answered, and said : 
Behold, I see four men loose, and walking in the midst 
of the fire : and there is no hurt in them, and the form 
of the fourth is hke tiie S(m of God. Then Nabucho- 
donosor came to- the door of the burning fiery furnace, 
and said : Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, ye servants 
of the most high God, go ye forth, and come. And 
immediately Sidrach, Misiach,^ and Abdenago went out 
irom the midst of die fire. And the nobles, and the 
magistrates,, md the judges, and the great men of the 
king being gathered together, considered these men, 
that the fire had no power on their bodies, and that not 
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a hair of their head had been einged^ nor their gar- 
ments altered, nor the smell of the fire had passed on 
them. Then Nabuchod(mosor breaking forth, said: 
Blessed be the God of them, to wit, of ^dracb, iKfisadi, 
and Abdenago, who hath sent His angel, and deliyered 
His servants that believed in Him s and they changed 
the king's word, and deUvered up their bodies, &«t 
they might not serve, nor adore any God, except their 
own God. By me, therefore, this decree is made, that 
every people, tribe, and tongne, which shall speak blas- 
phemy against the God of Sidradi, Misach, and Abde- 
nago, shfdl be destroyed, and their houses laid waste : 
for there is no other God that can save in this manner. 
Then the king promoted Sidradi^ Misach> and Abde- 
nago in the province of Babylon. 



Chap. Y. Nabuchodonosor's Puniriiment and Bestoration. 
Bel and the I>ragon» 

Again another dream terrified the Babylonian king, and 
he called Daniel to interpret its signification. He beheld 
a tree, flourishing and full of firuit, and a voice from 
heaven commanded that it should be cut down, and that 
the stump should be bound with iron and brass, while 
it was spoken of as if it were a human being ; and the 
voice said. Let his heart be changed from a man's, and 
let a beast's heart be given him, and let seven times 
pass over him. This, the prophet told the monarch, 
was an emblem of his own coming punishment. For 
his haughtiness and godlessness, he was to be stricken 
with insanity, and, as it were, changed from a mm into 
a beast ; and for seven years he was to live the life of 
a savage in the fields, eating grass and roots, undl he 
should repent of his sins, when the mercy of God would 
restore him to his senses and to his throne. For a 
whole year, however, the threatened chastisement was 
delayed, but the king's heart was not moved. At the 
end of twelve months, therefore, the hand of Gk>d smote 
him, and all that Daniel had foretold befell him until 
he repented, when he was lifted up again to his former 



Digitized by Google 



BK, v.] 



AND THS BUTOKATION. 



217 



state, aikl he glorified God for all that He had done to 
him. 

On his death, Eyilmerodach his son succeeded him, 
and Daniel continued his zeal for the serriee of the true 
God amidst the idolaters with whom he lived. Twice, 
supported by the king's favour, he succeeded in ex- 
posing the impostures of the priests of the idols. The 
chief object oi the worship of the Babylonians was an 
idol called Bel; and the priests pretended that the 
image itself ate and drank the offerings of flour, sheep, 
and wine which the people brought to the temple. The 
flour, sheep, and wine did indeed seem to disappear be- 
fore Uie image, but it was by the hands of the priests 
themselves, who came by night through a secret pas- 
sage, and carried off the offerings left in the temple. 

Daniel, having obtained leave of the king, detected 
the fraud by secretly spreading ashes upon the floor of 
the temple, so that in the morning the footprints of the 
priests and their families, who had come as usual to eat 
and drink, betrayed them, and i^ewed tibe way to their 
hidden entrance. So soon as the trick was dii9Covered, 
the king put them all to death, and gave permission to 
Daniel to destroy the idol and ks temple. 

After the image of Bel was destroyed, the super- 
stition of the people led them to pay divine honours to 
a large serpent or dragon, until Daniel made a mixture 
of pitch, fat, and hair, and thrust it into the mouth of 
the serpent, which swallowed them, and afterwards burst 
asunder with its effect. 



Chap. YI. The Handwriting upon the WalL Daniel in the 
Lions* Den. Susanna and the Elders. 

The last of the Babylonian kings of the family of Na- 
buchodonoaor was Baltassar, lus grandson, a prince 
whose insolent pride brought down the vengeance of 
God upon his house. He made a magnificent feast for 
his nobles, and when heated with wine, he sent for the 
sacred vessels of the temple which had been brought 
from Jerusalem^ and drank wine in th^ with all his 
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goestsw And" as^ they dhmk andT^ sang* praises to*- tiheir 
idol-gods, there appeared the hand of a man writing 
vpon the wall opposite ta Ihe king. And the- king's 
eountenanee changed, and in his terror he cried' alcmd 
for his divixiers and wise- men^^ta expound the mystery 
of the words which appeared^ written npon the waH; 
bat none could read the writing or. interpret it. Then, 
hy the queen's advice, Daniel was brou^ in^; -imd the 
pjrophet told the king that it was-his own sentence of 
death,.for his iddatries and licentioiisnesES that was there 
before him written with the finger of Odd. Hie words 
were. Mane, Thecel> and Phares; and they signified, 
numbering, .weighing, and diyision; and* their interpre- 
tation was, that God had reckoned up the-years of Bal- 
tassar's kingdom and finished it ; diat the king was 
weighed in the balance and found wanting ; and' that 
God had divided his kingdom, and given it to theMedes 
and Per»ans. That very^ night Darius, the sovereign 
of the Medes' and Persians, attacked Baltasssur in Baby- 
lon, and slew him, and made the kingdom his own. 

The new king shewed favour to Daniel, and ap> 
pointed him one of the gOYomors of his kingdbm, and 
was about to make him his chief minister. This pros- 
pect wa» intoleraUe to- the great men of-the court, to 
whom Daxiiel's piety and blameless life nmde him doubly 
hatefid. They therefore devised a scheme for forcing 
the king^ to put his farourite to death against his will*. 
Confident that no hunuuL power could compel Daniel to 
eease from his daily prayers to his- God^ they persuaded 
Darius to issue a senseless and wicked decree, forbid- 
ding any man to ask a petition of any one but himself 
for thirty days,' under pam of being cast into a lion's 
den. Darius, little thii^ng how tbis law would affect 
Daniel, . enacted it, and ga^e it that speciid sanetion 
which, by a custom of the country, made it impossible 
even for himself to rcYoke^it.. 

As Daniel's enemies hadr foreseen^ he heeded not the 
soyal order, but three times a-day opened his windows 
towards Jerusalem, And prayed. In Yain the king then 
nought to save the psophet from^his persecutors; he 
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conld devise si) method £oc escapkig ftom the cruelty 
of his own law, and Daniel was thrown headlong to the 
lions. And a stone was hrought and kid upon the 
mouth of the deii> which the kmg sealed with his own 
ring». and with the ring of his nohles, that nothing 
should he done against Daniel. And the king went 
away to his house^ and laid himself down without taking 
Slipper: and meat was not set before him, snd even 
deep departed from him. Then the king rising very 
early in ihe morning, wcBt in haste to the lion's den. 
And coming near to the den^ cried with a lamentable 
Yoice to Daniel, and said to him : Daniel, servant of the 
living God, hath thy God, whom thou servest always,, 
been able, to dehver thee from the lions ? And Daniel 
answering the king, aaidi king, live for ever. My 
God hath sent His angel, and hath shut up the mouths 
of the lions,, and they have not hurt me: forasmuch as 
before Him justioe hath been fouikd in me : yea and 
before thee, king, I have done no offence. Then the 
kiag was exceedingly glad for him ; and he commanded 
that Daniel should be taken out of the den : and Daniel 
was taken out of the den, and no hurt was found in 
him, because he believed, in his Gq4. And by the 
king's commandinent; those men were brought that had 
accused Daniel : and' they were cast into the Itons* den, 
they and their children, and their wives ; and they did 
not reach the bottom of the den, .before the lions eaught 
•them, and broke all their bones in pieces. 

This was the second time that Daniel was thus pro- 
tected from the fury of the wild beasts^ for already, after 
he had. dest|;oyed the idols of the . people, he had been 
thrown to the Hons^and miraculously protected by the 
God whom he served.. 

One other incident in the life of Daniel 'is related in 
the Bible. A wealthyxBabylonian, by name Joakim, had 
married SusanQa,.a pioua Jewess^ of great beauty and 
modesty. Two . of the judges of the Chaldeans, men held 
in esteem for their age and their office, beheM her in 
her husband's house, and formed criminal designs upon 
her virtue* One day, when bathing in the garden, thejr 
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snddenly came upon her, and tempted her to sin ; and 
when Susanna yehemendy repulsed them, their passion 
was turned into hatred, and Ihey falsely accused her of 
an unlawfdl attachment to a young man of the place. 
Susanna was accordingly brought to trial ; and her de- 
nial not being accounted of any weight when contra- 
dicted by tile solemn dedaradons of two venerated men, 
she was condemned to death. As she was led to exe- 
cution, Daniel, who saw her pass, cried aloud, I am 
dear from the blood of this woman. Struck with his 
exclamation, the people crowded round him, and he 
reproached them with their rash condemnation of an 
innocent person, and bade them try her again. They 
yielded tp his command, and he proceeded to examine 
the two elders separately, asking each of them under 
what kind of tree they had found Susanna and her 
supposed lover in the garden. Not being prepared with 
an answer, each one replied with a guess; and thdr 
Answers disagreeing, the people were convinced of their 
deceit, and putting them to death, set Susanna free. 



Chap. YII. Daniel's Visions. 

To none of the prophets of old was the time of the 
coming of the future Saviour revealed so distinctly as 
to the prophet DanieL During his captivity in Babylon 
many mysterious visions were vouchsafed him by God, 
and the same divine Power interpreted them to him. 
His visions also comprehended the destiny of the Church 
of Christ itself until the end <^ the world. In one he 
beheld four beasts rising from the stormy ocean, the 
first a lioness, the second a bear, the third a leopard, 
and the fourth a mysterious creature which trod under 
foot the rest. From his head sprung ten horns, and 
another Httle horn, whidi one had eyes, and the voice 
of a man, uttering terrible words. Then the prophet 
beheld a vision of the Almighty God, and he saw the 
Son of man presented before the throne of the Andent 
of Days, and recdve power jovct aU flesh. And an angd 
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told him that the four beasts were four kingdoms, and 
the ten horns ten other kingdoms, and the little horn 
yet another, which shonld persecute the saints, until 
the kingdom of the saints commenced, never to end. 
The four kingdoms are beheyed to be those of the As- 
syrians, Persians, Greeks, and Bomans, and that (yf the 
little hem the Idngdom of Antichrist. In another n- 
sion he saw what was to be^sdl the Persian monarchy 
and its conqueror, Alexander the Great and his suc- 
cessors. 

Again, while he was fasting and praying for his 
people, he was favoured with a distinct declaration of 
the exact dates when the capdvity of the Jews should 
cease, and when Christ the Prince should appear, and 
the Jewish sacrifices cease, and the temple be defiled 
and utterly destroyed. The predictions in which the 
prq>het has recorded all these announcements from Al- 
mighty God are so dear, beyond the ordinary character 
of divioe prophecies, that unbelievers, in after times, 
could find no excuse for denying the divine mission of 
Him whose coming had been thus miraculously foretold, 
except by asserting that the whole work was a forgery, 
written by an impostor after the life and death of Jesus 
Christ. Daniel also is remarkable among the Hebrew 
prophets for having passed his days amidst the luxuries 
and temptations of a royal court, while the rest lived 
almost the Hves of hermits. And yet more, so extra- 
ordinary was his sanctity, that it was revealed to him 
by God, that he was one of those who would be saved 
at the great day of judgment. Thus, of the two pro- 

ghets whose eternal blessedness is especially declared in 
dy Scripture, the one, Elias, was the especial fore- 
runner of those who serve God in the austerities of 
monastic solitude ; the other, Daniel, of those who pre- 
serve their faith and niety amidst all the blandishments 
and cares of the worla. 
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€hap. Vin. The Betnrn from the Captmty. 

The seyenty years' captivity of the Jews was now^nded, 
and their restoration was at bmd* The chastisement^ 
so repeatedly threatened by Di?ine justice, and so long 
delayed by Divine mercy, had been inflicted, and had 
wrought its effect upon the wayward heart of the chosen 
people. Seventy years' abject .daveiy had taught them 
that, in truth, there was but one God, and that the gods 
of the heathen were but idols, powerless to save those 
who blindly trusted in them. When the a|^inted 
time was come. Almighty God controlled the will and 
thoughts of Cyrus, who then ruled over Persia, and 
in the fear -of God he .prepared to restore the captive 
Jews to the land their birth. And it is to be re- 
marked that, incurable as had been the obstinacy with 
which they had fallen into idolatry, notwithstanding 
incessant punishments, b^ore the seventy years' capti- 
vity, after that one severest visitation, the pec^le fre- 
quently displayed a constancy in adhering to die wor- 
ship of the Almighty alone, which yielded not to the 
heaviest trials. "Dieir zeal for the law of Moses, when 
it was finally perverted, became little more than an at- 
tachment to every form and ceremony which formed 
a portion of that law, and to an innumerable number 
of mere human traditions, many of which were absurd 
and trifling, and many in reality subversive of the spirit 
of the law of Moses itself. 

The whole body of the people (that is, of the tribes 
of Juda and Benjamin, together with the Levites,) did 
not immediately return to Judsea, though the edict by 
which Cyrus proclaimed their freedom gave equal per- 
mission to all. Above 40,000 left the land of their 
captivity under the command of Zerobabel, the grandson 
of King Joachin. They carried with them the sacred 
vessels which had been brought by their conquerors, 
from the temple, and immediately on their amval at 
Jerusalem commenced the rebuilding of the temple, 
amidst the mingled shoutings and weepings, which tes- 
tified the joy of the young and the sadness of the aged, 
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at the remembrance of the still greater glories of the 
temple now long ago levelled with the ground. 

The mixed race <>f people who now dwelt in Sa- 
maria sought to aid in the new work> claiming a title 
to do so because they worshipped^ or pretaided to 
worsTiip, the God of the Jews, Permission being re- 
fused, on the ground of their being aliens to the chosen 
people, the Samaritans commeneed a series of intrigues 
at the Persian court, with a view to put an end to the 
new prosperity of the JewB. As long as €yrus lived, 
their maHce was unsuccessM.; but (kmbyses, his suc- 
cessor, was induced to put a stop to the building at 
Jerussdem. Barius Hystaspes, who succeeded Cambyses, 
in the second year of his reign, permitted 'the works to 
be resumed ; and in his sixth year the new temple was 
completed, and solemnly dedicated to the worship of 
Almighty God. 

To Darius succeeded Xerxes on the throne of Persia, 
and to Xerxes Artaxerxes, in whose reign Esdras, or Ezra, 
a priest who had remained with many of his fellow- 
countrymen in Persia, led an addition^ number of the 
Jews to Jerusalem. He brought splendid gifts for the 
temple from the Persian monarch ; and what was a far 
greater gift to his people, a learned, courageous, and 
devout heart, fixed on the reformation of Qie abuses 
which had sprung up among the Jews abready settled 
in Jerusalem. 



Chap. IX. Queen Esther. 

During the reign of Assuerus, who is supposed to be 
the same either as Xerxes or as Darius Hystaspes, the 
Jews who still remained in the country of their capti- 
vity passed through the narrowest possible escape from 
extermination. Aman, the chief minister of Assuerus, 
was roused to plot their destruction, in revenge for the 
firmness with which one of their number, Mardochai^ 
refused to pay him the same slavish veneration which 
h^ received from the rest of the king^'s subjects. Ho 
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easily woAed upon the weak disposition of Assnerus, 
persuading him that the Jews were too dangerous a 
race to sudOEer in the heart oi his kingdom ; and the 
king gare him permissicm to do whatever he thox^ht fit 
in tibe matter* 

Aman, then, by virtue of his office, gave directions 
for the slaughter of the whole Jewish people on a cer- 
tain fixed day. In the very palace of the king, how- 
ever, a defeat was prepared for his hmible designs.. 
Assnerus had recently taken for his wife, in place of his 
divorced queen Yasthi, a fair Jewish maiden named 
Esther, who was the niece of this very Mardochai, and 
was devoted with affectionate regard to her uncle, who 
had adopted her as his daughter. To her Mardochai 
instantly apj^ed, and bade her intercede with the king. 
Esther trembled at the re<pie8t ; as it was a law in the 
country that no person might enter the royal private 
i^artment unless when summoned, under pain of death ; 
which would be certainly inflicted, unless the monarch 
held out his golden sceptre to the intruder, as a token 
of mercy. Mardochai dien bade her take, her choice, 
either to perish with all her people, or run the risk of 
seeking the king's presence without his command. She 
listened to his words, and only bidding him instruct the 
Jews to fiust and pray for three days and three nig^its 
on her behalf she prepared to go to the king. On the 
third day, decked in her royal robes, she entered the 
hall where the monarch sate. And when he saw Esther 
the queen standing, she pleased his eyes, and he held 
out toward her the golden sceptre which he held in 
his hand : and she drew near, and kissed the top of his 
sceptre. And the king said to her : What wilt tkou, 
Queen Esther? what is thy request? if thou shouldst 
even ask one half of the kingdom, it shall be given to 
thee. But she answered : If it please the king, I be^ 
seedi thee to come to me this day, and Aman with thee, 
to* the banquet which I have prepared. And the king 
said forthwith : Call ye Aman miickly, that he may obey 
Estill's wiiL So the king and Aman came to the ban-^ 
quet whidi tbe queen had prepared fbr them. And th» 
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king said to her^ after he had drunk wine plentifully : 
What dost thou desire should be given thee ? and for 
what thing askest thou? although thou shouldst ask 
the half of my kingdom, thou shalt have it. And Esther 
answered : My petition and request is this : If I have 
found favour in the king's sight, and if it please the 
king to give me what I ask, and to fulfil my petition ; 
let the Mng and Aman come to the banquet which I 
have prepared them; and to-morrow I wiU open my 
nund to the king. So Aman went out that day joyfid 
and merry. And when he saw Mardochai sitting before 
the gate of the palace, and that he not only did not rise 
up to honour him, but did not so much as move from 
the place where he sat, he was exceedingly angry : but 
dissembling his anger, and returning into his house, he 
called together to him his friends, and Zares his wife : 
and he declared to them the greatness of his riches, and 
the multitude of his children, and with how great glory 
the king had advanced him above all his princes and 
servants. And after this he said : Queen Esther also 
hath invited no other to the banquet with the king, but 
me : and with her I am also to dme to-morrow with the 
king. And whereas I have all these things, I think I 
have nothing, so long as I see Mardochai the Jew sitting 
before the king's gate. Then Zares his wife, and the 
rest of his friends answered him : Order a great beam 
to be prepared, fifty cubits high ; and in the morning 
speak to the king, that Mardochai may be hanged upon 
it; and so thou shalt go full of joy with the king to the 
banquet. The counsel pleased him ; and he commanded 
a high gibbet to be prepared. 

That night Assuerus could not sleep, and he desired 
the history of his country to be read to him. And 
hearing it recorded that on one occasion a plot against 
his own life had been discovered by Mardochai, he asked 
what reward Mardochai had received for his fidelity. 
And they said. None at all. And the king said imme- 
diately : Who is in the court ? for Aman was coming in 
to the inner court of the king's house, to speak to the 
king, that he might order Mardochai to be hanged upon 
Q 
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die ^bbet irlucb was prepared for bim. The semnts 
answmd : Aman standem in the court. And the king 
said : Let him come in. And when he was come in, he 
said to him : What ought to be done to the man whom 
the king is desirous to honour ? but Aman thinking in 
bis heart, and supposing that the king would honour 
no other but himself, answered : The man whom the 
king desireth to honour, ought to be clothed with the 
king's apparel, and to be set upon the horse that the 
king rideth upon, and to hare the royal crown upon 
bis head. And let the first of the king's princes and 
nobles bold his horse, and going through the street of 
the city, proclaim before him, and say : Thus shall be 
be honoured, whom the king hath a mind to honour. 
And the king said to him : Make haste, and take the 
robe, and the horse; and do as thou hast spoken to 
Mardochai the Jew, who sitteth before the gates of the 
palace. Beware of passing over any of those things 
which thou hast spc^en. So Aman took the robe, and 
the horse, and arraying Mardochai in the street of the 
dty, and setting him on the horse, went before him, 
and proclaimed : This honour is he worthy of, whom 
the king hath a mind to honoinr. And Mardochai re- 
turned to the palace gate : and Aman made haste to go 
to his house, mourning and having his head coYered : 
and he told Zares his wife, and bis Mends all that bad 
befallen him. And the wise men whom he had in coun- 
sel, and his wife answered him : If Mardochai be of the 
seed of the Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall, 
thou canst not resist him, but thou shalt fall in his 
sight. 

While Aman was yet in the midst of his lamenta- 
tion, he was summoned to attend the king to Estb^s 
banquet. And when Assuerus was warm with wine, he 
said : What is thy petition, Esther, tbat it may be granted 
thee? and what wilt thou have done? althon^ thou 
ask the half of my kingdom, thou shalt bare it. Then 
she answered : If I have found favour in thy sight, 
king, and if it please thee, ^ve me my life for which I 
ask, and my people for which I request. For we are 
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given up, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be sbin, 
and to perish. And would God ire were iiM for bond- 
men and bondwomen : the evil might be borne with, 
and I would haye mourned in silence : but now we have 
an enemy, whose OTuelty redoundeth upon the king. 
And king Assuerus answered, and said: Who is thu, 
and of what power, that he i^ould do these things? 
And Esther said : It is this Aman that is our adversary 
and most wicked enemy. Aman hearing this was forth- 
with astonished, not being able to bear the countenance 
of the king and of the <)^ue^. But the king being angry 
rose up, and went from the place of the banquet into 
the garden set with trees. Aman dso rose up to en- 
treat Esther the queen for his life ; for he understood 
that eyil was spared for him by the kii^. 

He fell on his knees, embracing the. queen's feet ; 
and the king returning, found him th^, and cryii^g 
out with rage that Aman was offering j^^mi^ to 
queen, the attendants smed the lost man, covered his 
face, and by the king's command carried him o;:|t and 
hung him upon the gibbet he had prepared for Mardo- 
chai. The edict for the massacre of the Jews was im- 
mediately repealed, Mardochai was raised to the higheailt 
honours, and permission was given to the Jews to put 
to death those of the Chaldeans and Persians who were 
their bitterest enemies. In memory of this signal deli- 
verance, a festival was instituted, which is still kept by 
the Jews. It is called Purim, or lots, because Aman 
cast the lot (in Hebrew, Pur) to destroy them. The 
Book of Esther is read in their synagogues, and the 
name of Aman execrated with clapping of hands and 
stamping of feet. 



Chap. X. Heliodoms in the Temple. 

The Jewish nation, now restored to their own land, 
dwelt in peace during the reigns of the Persian kings of 
Babylon. They enjoyed a species of national freedom, 
as a province of their conquerors. The Bible makes no 
mention of the efiect of the conquest of Alexander the 
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Great upon them ; and we next find them under the rule 
of Alexander's successors^ to whose share the Syrian 
portion of Alexander's dominions had fallen. Onias 
the high priest administered the affairs of his fellow- 
countrymen during the troubles which foQowed Alex- 
ander's death ; and under his guidance the prosperity 
of the nation was undisturbed. Under Seleucus Philo- 
pater, an incident occurred which shewed that the al- 
mighty hand of God was still stretched out to protect 
His people. Simon, a treacherous Jew, tempted the 
ayarice of Seleucus by accounts of the great wealth 
which he pretended was laid up in the temple ; and the 
monarch, who had hitherto protected, and even contri- 
buted gifts towards the temple worship, despatched 
HeHodorus, an officer in his service, to seize the trea- 
sures. On his arrival, Onias entreated him to spare 
the property of widows and orphans, for whose benefit 
the money in question was laid up ; but in vain. The 
people were struck with dismay, and prayed fervently 
for help from God, HeHodorus advanced to the tem- 
ple to lay his hands on the treasures, when a man on 
horseback, armed with heavenly weapons, and two other 
angels, met him, struck him to the earth, and scourged 
him as he lay prostrate before him. A miraculous 
darkness smote the hearts of his attendants, and He- 
liodorus seemed on the point of death, when the prayers 
of Onias restored him to health; and he returned to 
his master, to warn him against setting his face in oppo- 
sition to the Almighty Lord of the Jews, 



Chap. XL The Persecution under Antiochus. Eleazar and the 
Machabees. 

Seleucus was succeeded on his throne by Antiochus 
Epiphanes, a blood-thirsty and licentious tyrant, under 
whom all the horrors of pillage and religious persecu- 
tion were endured by the Jews. Onias, the venerable 
high priest, was one of the earliest victims of the troubles 
wMch now befel the whole nation. His brother Jason, 
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a man of Tile character, by bribery, got possession of 
the office of high priest, and initiated the Jewish youth 
in all the games and vices of the heathen. A riyal soon 
sopplanted him in the favour of Antiochus, at whose 
court gold was all-powerfiil. Menelaus, a Benjamite, 
dispossessed Jason, and seized the sacred vessels of the 
temple, in order to turn them into money. Onias re- 
primanding him, the usurper caused him to be assassi- 
nated, whfle he was himself shortly after supplanted 
again by his own brother, Lysimachus, though bribery 
again restored him to his unlawful power. 

In the mean time the Jewish state fell into every dis- 
order ; the services of religion were neglected, murders 
and licentiousness reigned xmcontrolled, while fearful 
signs in the heavens, and visions of men and armies in 
conflict, portended the vengeance which Almighty God 
was about to take for the sins of His people. A rumour 
also being spread that Antiochus was dead in Egypt, 
Jason, the expelled high priest, gathered together an 
armed band, and put to death many in Jerusalem. An- 
tiochus, however, was still alive, and speedily marched 
against Jerusalem, entered the city, torn as it was with 
intestine quarrels, and gave it up to pillage and massacre. 
For three days the most awful scenes were acted. Eighty 
thousand men, women, and children were massacred, 
and an immense number were made slaves. Menelaus 
himself led the way for the conquerors into the temple, 
where the ferocious king plundered the treasury and 
carried ofi* the sacred vessels. He then left the city to 
be ruled by one Philip, a Phrygian, a man even more 
barbarous than his master. 

Two years afterwards, Antiochus renewed his perse- 
cutions, and resolved to extirpate the whole Jewish race. 
He sent Apollonius to slay all the adult men, and to 
make slaves of the women and children. Another of 
his officers was commissioned to force the people to 
abjure the true God and the law of Moses. Under this 
man's frantic command the temple was defiled and 
converted into a temple of Jupiter Olympius, women 
were murdered for having their children circumcised. 
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and all who refnaed to jom ill the idoliatroiu rites were 
put to dea&« While the great multitude, scared by diese 
horrors, dared not profess their religion, many were 
found &dthful, and receiyed the crown of martyrdom* 
Among the rest, Eleazar, one of the chief scribes, was 
led to death for re&ising to eat swine's flesh, which was 
one of the unelean meats, th6^ use of which was forbid** 
den by the law of Moses« On the way to the j^bce of 
execution, the bystanders, toudled with pity for the 
Yenerable man, besought him at least ta sufier some of 
the lawful meats to be brought to Uxo^ that he n^ht 
eat them, and so appear to yield to the tyfianlbs, while 
he saved his conscience,, and touched nothing really un- 
clean. Eleazar scorned the deception, knowing well 
that the scandal he would cause would be more g^evous 
than all the sufferings he was called to endure ; and he 
died nobly testifying to the Mth of the one true God« 

A still more terriMe martyrdom succeeded that of 
Eleazar. Se?en brothers, the Machabees, with their 
mother, laid down their lives for the faith. Refusing 
to eat swine's flesh, Antiochus condemned them to the 
most horrible torments, calling them forth one by one, 
that the sight of their brother's agonies might terrify 
those who yet remained. The six eldest thus expired, 
dreadfully mutilated, and burnt with slow fires, but 
retaining their constancy to the last, glorifying Grod, 
and scorning alike the insults and blandishments of the 
king. When the turn of the youngest came, the tyrant 
called his moth^ to witness nis pangs, and bade her 
influence her son. to recant. But all was vain. The 
mother strengthened her child to suffer, and after he 
W4S dead^ was herself added to the band of martyrs. 



Chap. XIL Jtidas Machabens. 

While these horrible scenes where being enacted in 
Jerusalem, Mathathias, a man of rare piety and valour, of 
the priestly race, fled with his family to Modin, a town 
in the hilly country of Judea. There he mourned over 
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the backglidings of his countrymen, and rejected all the 
hribes which were offered him by the emissaries of An- 
tiochus, if he wo^d apostatise from his faith and wor- 
ship the idols. At length matters grew to a crisis^ and 
he organised a band of faithful men, to resist the tyranny 
of the conquer. Standing by one day when an apos- 
tate Jew came up to offer sacnfioe to an iddl, the zeal 
of Mathathias could not restrain itseL^ and he dew both 
the Jew and the king's officer who was forcing him to 
the idolatry on the spot. Then fleeing into the moun- 
tains with his fiye sons, he was joined by crowds of the 
Jews> and speedily found himself in a condition to 
take the field against the king's troops. Success now 
crowned his arms. He scoured the whole country with 
extraordinary rapidity, and it was not long before he 
had driyen the armies of Antiochus from the country. 
He had scarcely began to overturn the idolatry which, 
had been every where set up, when death carried him 
away firom his country and people. Before he died, he 
exhorted his five sons to complete the work he had 
commenced, urging them to remember the prions ex- 
amples of Divine protection which the annals of their 
race recorded for t^eir encouragement. He chose Judas,, 
sumamed Machabeus, from the rest, to command the 
Jewish armies, and named another of his sons, Simon, 
as their chief adviser. 

As soon as his father was dead, Judas prepared for 
a renewed contest with the armies of Antiochus. His 
hevoism was conspicuous amidst that of a family of 
heroes> and Ins faith and devotion towards God crowned 
his struggles with victory. He formed his troops {rom 
those Jews who had remained faithful in the time oC 
pmecution, and sought by prayer and fasting to fight, 
ev^ under the special protection of the God of armies.. 
Thus prepared, he routed ApoUonius, the Syrian 
commander who marched against him from Samaria, 
and who fdOl by the hand of Judas himself. Seron,, 
who succeeded to the command, was also defeated ; and 
Lysias, the Persian viceroy, despatched three office — ^. 
Ptolemy^ Nicanorjt and Goigiaa — to attack the Jewish 
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hero with an orerwhelming foice. Preparing them- 
selyes with prayer and fasting, the Jews rushed npon 
their invaders, defeated them with great slaughter, and 
on the renewal of the campaign the following year, 
again routed the Syrian force at Antioch. 

Judas, then, now the undisputed master of his 
country, turned all his enei^es to the purification of 
the land from its idols. He cleansed the temple, where 
the sacred court was overgrown with weeds and wild 
trees, and restored the worship of God with all the 
splendour in his power. When the neighhouring tribes, 
jealous of the renewed greatness of the Jews, molested 
them, Judas stormed Iheir cities, and crushed their 
armies with almost incredible rapidity. On one occa- 
sion, in fighting with Gorgias, the governor of Idumea, 
some of Ms own troops were unexpectedly slain, and 
on examining their bodies, it was found that they had 
possessed themselves of certain votive offerings from 
the idol temples, a thing forbidden by the law of 
Moses, and which God thus instantly had punished. 
Hoping, nevertheless, that they had sinned either in 
partial ignorance, or had repented before their deaths, 
Judas sent a large amount of silver to the temple, that 
prayers and sacnfices might be offered for their souls. 

Antiochus now marched in person against the irre- 
sistible Jewish leader ; but a mortal disease smote him 
on his progress. Still, mad with rage, he persisted in 
his advance, till loathsome and agonising symptoms 
compelled him to stay his march. Racked with an- 
guish of mind as well as body, his conscience smote 
him for his cruelties to the Jews ; and before he died, 
he gave directions for a cessation of the persecutions, 
even protesting that he would himself become a Jew. 
His son, Antiochus Eupator, succeeded, and continued 
the war against Judas. Victory was still with the Jews, 
and Lysias, still viceroy of Persia, concluded a peace 
with Judas. Traitors in Jerusalem, however, again in- 
vited Antiochus to renew the war, and he marched into 
Judea with 120,000 men and 32 elephants armed for 
battle. Judas met the king undaunted, and his youngest 
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brother, Eleazar, devoted lumself to death in the hope of 
destroying the persecutor of his country. Perceiving 
tiiat one of the diephants was conspicuous for the splen- 
dour of its trappings, and imagining that Antiochus 
himself might be ridUng on its back, Eleazar threw him- 
self beneath the monstrous beast, and thrusting the 
sword into its body, brought it down to the ground, 
crushed to death himself by the elephant's fall. The 
king was not there, but he was so little successful, that 
he soon concluded a peace, and returned to Syria. 



Chap. XIII. Deaths of Judas Madiabeus, Jonathan and Simon 
High Priests. 

Shortly after the conclusion of peace with the Jews, 
Antiochus Eupator died. His cousin Demetrius plotted 
against him, put him to death, and seized his throne. 
Alcimus, a traitorous Jew, persuaded the new king to 
nominate him hi^h priest of the Jews, and to send him 
with an army against Judas. After doing great mischief, 
Alcimus was dnven out of the country by Judas, and he 
persuaded Demetrius to despatch a second expedition 
against the Jews under Nicanor. Nicanor was defeated 
by Judas, and afterwards made « treaty with him. This 
treaty Nicanor observed faithfully till the machinations 
of Alcimus, who accused him of treachery to the king, 
induced him to break his faith with Judas, and he 
planned a scheme for making Judas his prisoner. His 
^)lot was discovered ; war ensued ; Nicanor attacked the 
Jews with an immense army ; Judas, strengthened by a 
heavenly vision, in which he beheld the prophet Jere- 
mias and the high priest Onias encouraging him in his 
great work, met the invaders, slew five and thirty thou- 
sand men, and among the rest Nicanor himself. 

But the hour of Judas was now at hand. He had 
accomplished the work that was given him to do ; and 
the people whom he had hitherto led to unfailing vic- 
tories were growing weary of the struggle against the 
overwhelming force of the Syrian monarchy. A large 
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anny under Baccbides and Alcimus again attaclced 
Judas, who was deserted by all but eight hundred of his 
troops. This little band rushed undaunted upon their 
foes, and by their onset made their ranks for a time to 
waver; but the numbers against whom Judas fought 
were too overpowering for human valour, and he and 
his band died fighting upon the field. 

His brother Jonathan was chosen to supply his 
place ; and with all whom he could induce to foUow his 
standard, retneated to the desert of Thecua, whence he 
harassed the Syrians with incessant attacks. Success 
crowned his arms, and finally he compelled Baccbides 
to treat for peace. His firiendship was even sought by 
the contending parties, who now began to divide the 
people of Syria, and for some time he maintained his 
country in prosperity and independent peace. During 
the struggles which followed for the Syrian throne^ 
Jonathan was at last entrapped by Tryphon, an officer 
of great power, and who aimed at the royal dignity. In- 
vited to visit l^ryphon at Ptdemais, he was seized ; and 
though he himself was spared* all his followers were 
put to death by the traitor. 

^mon». the only remaining son of Mathathias, in- 
stantly roused the Jews to release their high priest and 
leader &om captivity* He nuu^ed against Ti^phon* 
who betook himself again to^'^each^, and offered to 
set Jonathan free, if a laiTge ransom were paid for him, 
and his two sons sent as hostages lor his future conduct. 
The moment the money and tiie young men were in 
Tryphon's hands he murdered both Jonathan and his 
sons, and marched back into Syria. Simon buried his 
slaughtered brother with the hi^est honours, and as- 
sumed the leadership and priesthood of the Jewish 
people. After a long life he was murdered by his son- 
in-law Ptolemy. His son John Hyreanus succeeded 
him both as ruler and liigh priest ; and he, again, was 
followed by his son Aristobolus, who assumed the title 
of king. A series of Jewish sovereigns succeeded to 
Aristobolus, until Herod was made king of Judea, now 
a Boman province, by the Roman emperor. Then the 
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sceptre, as had been foretold by tbe patriarch Jacob 
upon his dying bed, departed from Jada, and the Re- 



Long before that time the prophets had ceased in 
the hmd. Habaccuc, Aggens, and Zacharias had pro- 

Ehesied daring the seventy years' captivity, and the two 
itter had encouraged the people during the rebuilding 
of the temple. Malachias was the last of the prophets. 
He prophesied after the temple was rebuilt ; and the 
last words of his prophecy are a prediction of the com- 
ing of John Baptist, whose preaching, in order to pre- 
pare the way of our Lord Jesus Christ, he foretels under 
^e name of the prophet Elias. He foretold also the 
institution of the sacrifice of the Mass, and its ultimate 
cdbbration throughout every heathen nation of the 
world : " From &e risine of the sun," said the pro- 
phet, even to the going down. My name shall be great 
among the Gentiles, and in every place there shall be 
sacrifice, and a dean oblation offered to My name ; for 
My name shall be great among the Gentiles, saitb the 
Lord of Hosts." 
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BOOK VL 

THE LIFE AKD DEATH OF OUB LORD JESUS CHRIST. 



GHiiP. L The Aimimdation. 

About four thonsand years after the creation and fall 
of man, it pleased Almighty God to fulfil His promise 
to Adam, that from his seed should he horn a Saviour 
to redeem the world. In Nazareth, a city of Galilee, 
dwelt a virgin, descended in a direct line from David 
and Ahraham, named Mary. From the first moment 
of her existence the Holy Spirit of God had heen with 
her, and she was prepared by His divine power to be 
the sinless mother of the Redeemer. Her parents had 
betrothed her in marriage to a devout kinsman, Joseph 
by name ; but she lived and died a spotless virgin, pro- 
tected and cherished as a sister by her husband until 
his death. 

When the day decreed in the counsels of God was 
come, the angel Gabriel was sent to Mary to announce 
to her that she was to be the mother of the Son of God. 
Hail, thou that art full of grace ! said the angel to her, 
the Lord is with thee ; blessed art thou amongst women. 
And Mary was troubled at his saying, and thought 
within herself what the meaning of this salutation might 
be. And the angel said : Fear not, Mary; for thou hast 
found grace with God : behold, thou shsdt conceive in 
thy womb, and shalt bring forth a Son ; and thou shalt 
call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the most High : and the Lord God 
shall give unto Him the throne of David His father : and 
He shall reign in the house of Jacob for ever, and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end. 
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And she said to the angel. How shall this be, seeing 
I know not man ? And the angel said to her : The Holy 
Ohost shall come upon thee, and the power of the most 
High shall overshadow thee ; and therefore the Holy 
One which shall be bom of thee shall be called the Son 
of God. And behold, thy cousin Elizabeth, she hath 
also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the 
sixth month with her that is called barren : because no 
word shall be impossible with Qod, And Mary said : 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it done to me 
according to thy word. And the angel departed from 
her. And Mary went in haste into the hill country, to 
the house of Elizabeth her cousin. 

Elizabeth herself was about to be the mother of the 
forerunner of the coming Saviour, by a miraculous ex- 



Levi, and family of Aaron, and, with her husband Za- 
chary, had grown old without bearing children. And 
fhey were both just before God, keeping His command- 
ments in a blameless life. Five months before the angel 
had appeared to Mary, it came to pass that Zachary was 
offering incense in his priestly office in the temple, and 
the m^titude of the people were praying without, when 
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing 
on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zachary 
seeing him, was troubled ; and fear fell upon him : but 
the angel said to him : Fear not, Zachary, for thy prayer 
is heard : and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son ; 
and thou shalt call his name John ; and thou shalt have 
joy and gladness ; and many shall rejoice at his birth : 
for he shall be great before the Lord ; and shall drink 
no wine nor strong drink : and he shall be filled with 
the Holy Ghost even from his mother's womb : and he 
shall convert many of the children of Israel to the Lord 
their God : and he shall go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elias ; that he may turn the hearts of the 
lathers to the children, and the incredulous to the wis- 
dom of the just, to prepare for the Lord a perfect people. 
And Zachary said to the angel : Whereby shall I know 
this ? for I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in 



ertion 




She was of the tribe of 
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yean. And the angel answering, said to him : I am 
Gahriel who stand before God ; and am sent to spesik 
to thee, and to bring thee these good tidings. And, 
behold, thoa shalt be dumb, and shalt not be able to 
speak until the day wherein these things shall came to 
pass ; because thou hast not beliered my words, whieh 
shall be fdlfilled in their time. And the people wer^ 
waiting for Zadiary : and they wondered that he stayed 
so long in the temple. And when he came out, he 
could not speak to itiem : and they understood that he 
had seen a vision in the temple. And he made signs to 
them, and remained dumb. And as the angel had fore- 
told, so it was fulfilled. 



Chap. IL The Sahttation. The Birth of John Baptist. 

When Mary reached the house of Elizabeth, a miracle 
declared the honour to which the Lord had exalted her, 
and proclaimed her the mother of God. As she entered 
into the house, and saluted Elizabeth, the unborn babe in 
Elizabeth's womb ki^d for joy at the sound of Mary^ 
voice. And Elizabeth hersefr was filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and she cried out with a loud voice, and said : 
Blessed art thou^tmong women ; and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me ? For behold, 
as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in my 
ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. And 
blessed art thou that hast believed; because those 
things shall be accomplished that were spoken to thee 
by the Lord. And Mary said : Mj soul doth magnify 
the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sa- 
viour: because he hath regarded the humility of his 
handmaid : for, behold, from hencefd^rth all generaitions 
shall call me blessed. For He that is mighty hath done 
great things to me : and holy is His name. And His 
mercy is from generation to generations, to them that 
fear Him. He hath shewed might in His arm : He hath 
scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart. He 
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hath put down the mighty horn their seat, and hath 
exalted the humble. He hath filled the hungry with 
good things : and the rich He hath sent awa^ empty. 
He hath received Israel His servant, being mindful of 
His mercy. As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham 
and to his seed for ever. — ^And Mary abode with her 
about three months: and she returned to her own 
house. 

And when Elizabeth's time was come, she brought 
forth a son. And her neighbours and khisfolks heard 
that the Lord had shewed His great mercy towards her : 
and they congratulated with her. And it came to pass, 
that on the eighth day they came to cbrcumdse the 
child : and they called him by his father's name, Zach- 
ary. And his mother answering, said : Not so ; but he 
shall be called John. And they said to her : There is 
none of thy kindred that is called by this name. And 
they made signs to his father, how he would have him 
called. And Zachary asked for writing tablets, and 
wrote the words. His name is John. And they all won- 
dered. And immediately his mouth was opened, and 
his tongue loosed; and he spoke, blessing Qod. And 
fear came upon all their neighbours : and dl these words 
were divulged over all the mountain country of Judea. 
And all they who had heard them laid them up in their 
heart, saying : What a one, think ye, shall this child be ? 
For the hand of the Lord was witii him. And Zachary 
his father was filled with the Holy Ghost : and he pro- 
phesied, saying : Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, be- 
cause He hath visited and wrought the redemption of 
His people : and hath raised up a horn of salvation to 
us, in the house of David His servant : as He spoke by 
the mouth of His holy prophets, who are from the be- 
ginning: Salvation from our enemies, and from the 
hand of all that hate us : to shew mercy to our £&thers ; 
and to remember His holy covenant. The oath which 
He swore to Abraham our father, that He would grant 
to us : That being delivered from the hand of our ene- 
mies, we may serve Him without fear, in holiness and 
justice before Him all our days. And thou, child, shalt 
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be called the prophet of the Most High : for thou shalt 
go before the face of the Lord, to prepare His way : to 
give knowledge of salyation to His people, unto the re- 
mission of their sins, through the Dowels of the mercy 
of our God : in which the Orient, from on high, hath 
visited us : to enlighten them that sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death : to direct our feet into the way 
of peace. — And the child grew, and from his earhest 
years commenced the life he was hereafter to lead as 
the preacher of repentance, to prepare the way for the 
coming Saviour. He passed his days in the deserts, 
under the special inspiration of Almighty Qod, until the 
day was come when he was to be summoned to fulfil 
bis work. 



Chap. IIL The Nativity. 

When the time was at hand for the birth of Mary's 
Son, the ancient prophecy respecting the place where 
the Saviour should be bom was fulMed through the 
instrumentality of the Roman conquerors of Judea. 
Mary and Joseph dwelt at Nazareth: but it had been 
foretold by the prophet Micheas, that from Bethlehem, 
though one of the least of the thousands* of Juda, 
should come forth the ruler of Israel. An enrolment 
of all the Jews was commanded by the Roman authority; 
and every one was compelled to attend in person at the 
place to which, by their family, they belonged. Mary 
and Joseph, therefore, being of the royal family of David, 
left Nazareth and went to Bethlehem, which was the 
city of David. And it came to pass, that when they 
were there, her days were accomplished, that she should 
be delivered. And she brought forth her first-bom Son, 
and wrapped Him up in swaddling clothes, and laid Him 
in a manger : because there was no room for them in 
the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds 
watching, and keeping the night-watches over their 

* Respecting the divisioii of the people into thousands, see 
Ezod. xyiii. 25. 
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floek. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by 
them; and the brightness of God shone round about 
them: and they feared with a great fear. And the 
angel said to them : Fear not : for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the people : 
for this day is bom to you a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord, in the city of David. And this shall be a sign 
unto you : You shall find the infant wrapped in swin- 
dling clothes, and laid in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying : Glory 
to God in the highest ; and on earth peace to men of 
good will. And it came to pass, that after the angek 
departed from Uiem into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another : Let us go over to Bethlehem ; and let 
us 9ee this word that is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath shewed to us. And they came with haste : and 
ihey found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in a 
manger. And all were amazed at what was heara and 
seen : but Mary kept all these things, and po9dered them 
in her heart. 



Chap. IY. The Wise Men from the Eoat. The Circomciaon, 
Presentation, and Flight into Egypt. 

Before the manger in which the infant Redeemer was 
laid, there next appeared three travellers from the coun- 
tries far to the east of Judea. Throughout the whole 
heathen world traditions existed rei^peeting the coming 
of a Saviour to redeem the world ; and when the time 
for the birth of Jesus was at hand, a miracle had re- 
vealed it to these travellers, who, for their learning and 
piety, are called the Wise Men. A bright li^t, or star, 
appeared to them at their hame in the East, announcing 
that Almighty God had wrought some wonderful work, 
wbieh He thus announced to them. Tau^t by divine 
guidance, they instantly concluded that the prophecies 
respecting the birth of Christ were fulfilled, and they 
hastened to Jerusalem, as the chief city of Judea, to 
mske inquiries.where the child was bom. And Herod, 
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the king of Judea, hearing of their inquiries, and learn- 
ing that they called the new-hom bahe the king of the 
Jews, filled with jealousy, and supposing that Jesus was 
about to be set up as an earthly king, assembled the 
priests and learned men, and inquired of them where 
the prophecies foretold that Christ should be bom. 
And they said to him : In Bethlehem of Juda : for so 
it is written by the prophet : And thou, Bethlehem, the 
land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of 
Juda, for out of thee shall come forth the ruler, who 
shall rule My people Israel. Then Herod, privately 
calling the wise men, inquired of them diligently the 
time of the star's appearing to them : and sending them 
into Bethlehem, said: Go, and search diligently after 
the child : and when you have found Him, bring me 
word again, that I also may come and adore Him. This 
he said in hypocrisy, that he might seize the child, and 
murder Him. And the wise men went their way : and 
behold, the star, which they had seen in the East, went 
before them, until it came and stood oyer where the 
child was. And, seeing the star, they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy. Aid going into the house, they 
found the child with Mary His mother : and falling 
down, they adored Him : and opening their treasures, 
they offered to Him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Then, being warned by God in a dream, that they should 
not return and tell Herod the tidings he desired, they 
silently departed to their own country by another way. 

When He was eight days old, Jesus was circumcised, 
according to the law of Moses ; and as the same law en- 
joined, forty days after His birth His mother went to 
Jerusalem to present herself in the temple, for the puri- 
fication enjoined after child-birth, and to offer her son 
to the Lord, as the first-born, with a pair of doves, or 
young pigeons. In Jerusalem dwelt an aged man, 
named Simeon, devout and just before God, who waited 
in hope for the coming of the promised Saviour, and to 
whom the Holy Ghost had revealed that he should not 
die till he had seen the Christ. And when Joseph and 
Mary brought the child Jesus into the temple^ Simeon 
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was led thither also by the Holy Ghost ; and he took 
the babe mto his arms, and blessed Qod, and said : 
Now Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, Lord, according 
to Thy word, in peace: because my eyes have seen Thy 
salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of 
all people ; a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and to be 
the glory of Thy people Israel. And Joseph and Mary 
wondered at his words ; and he blessed them, and said 
that the child was appointed by Almighty God to be the 
salvation of many in Israel, and to be the stumbling- 
block against which many others would fall. And to 
Mary herself he said, that her soul also should be pierced 
by a sword, through her share in the sulferings of her 
Son. Anna also, a devout widow and a prophetess, 
who worshipped Qod. without ceasing in the temple, 
with prayers and fastings, came in and confessed that 
Jesus was the promised Saviour ; and she made known 
His birth to those who, like herself, were waiting for 
the redemption of Israel. And Mary and Joseph re- 
turned with the babe to Nazareth. 

Meanwhile, the first token of the enmity of wicked 
men to the Redeemer of their race was displayed by 
king Herod. Finding himself mocked by the wise men, 
and unable to learn where the new-bom babe lay, he 
massacred every male child in Bethlehem and the neigh- 
bouring country, hoping thus to destroy the dreaded 
future king. But already Jesus was safe from his 
power. An angel had appeared to Joseph, and bade 
him fly, with Jesus and Mary, into Egypt, and there 
await the commands of God. Thus was fulfilled the 
prophecy of Osee, " Out of Egypt have I called My 
Son.^' And another prophecy also was accomplished 
by the horrible murder of the innocent babes in Beth- 
lehem ; the words of Jeremias were fulfilled : " A voice 
in Rama was heard, lamentation and great mourning : 
Rachel bewailing her children, and would not be com- 
forted, because they are not." On Herod's death, an 
angel of the Lord appeared in sleep to Joseph in Egypt, 
saying : Rise, and take the child and His mother, and 
go into the land of Israel : for they are dead who sought 
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the life of the child. Then Joseph took the ehild, sad 
His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But hear- 
ing that Archekos reigned in Judea in the room of He- 
rod his Mher, he was afraid to go thither : and heing 
warned in Aeep, he retired into the parts of Galilee. 
And he eame and dwelt in a dty caUed Nazareth ; that 
it mi^t be fulfilled which was said by the prophets, 
that He shall be called a Nasarene. 



Ohaf. Y. Jesus with tiie Doctors. The Preaching of John 
Baptist. The Baptism of Jesus. 

Every year Joseph and Mary wentfrom Nazareth to Jem- 
salem, to keep the feast of the pasch, or passover. When 
Jesus was twelre years old, they went up as usual, and re- 
tnmed again, leaving the child behind them, not regarding 
His absence, because they imagined that He was travelling 
in company with some of their friends or kindred. But 
on the journey home He was nowhm to be found, and 
^y returned in haste and fear to Jerusal^ ; and after 
three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the docfeers, hearing them, and asking them 
qaestions* And all that heard Him were astoniished at 
His wisdom, and His imswers. And seeing Him, they 
wondered. And His mother said to Him: Son, why 
hast Thou done so to us? behold. Thy father and I 
have sought Thee sorrowing. And He said to them : 
How is it that you aought 1^ ? did yon not know that 
I must be about the thmgs that are My Father's ? And 
His inysteriouB wiovds astonished them ; but Mary hid 
His sayings in her heart, for she knew that they were 
the words of God, and Mi of heavenly truth, &ough 
Ibr a while incomprehensible to all who heard them. 
Jesus thai returned to His home at Nazareth, where 
Joseph exercised his trade as a carpenter, and lived un- 
known to men, an obedient child to Ifis mother and 
His reputed Mher. The Scripture reconls nothing 
more of His boyhood and youth, but that as He ad- 
fanoed in wudom and in age. He advanced idso in 
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fayonr with both God and man. Though He was the 
eternal Son of God, He was also trae man, and His sin- 
less human soul passed through all the stages of expe- 
rience which are the appointed lot of those whose nature 
He had taken upon Him. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of the Boman em« 
peror Tiberius, Jesus now being about thirty years old, 
John Baptist was called £rom &e deserts by the Spirit 
of God into the country round about the river Jordan. 
He came and preached to the Jews, who were, for the 
most part, sunk in utter licentiousness, bidding them 
do penance for their sins, and prepare for the coniing of 
their long-expected Saviour, as it was written in the 
book of the words of Isaias the prophet: A voice of 
one crying in the wUdemess : Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord : make His paths straight. Every valley shall be 
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought 
low : and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways plain. And all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God. He said, therefore, to the multitudes that 
came forth to be baptised by him: Ye ofGspring of 
vipers, who hath shewed you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bring forth, therefore, fruit worthy of pe- 
nance ; and do not begin to say : We have Abraham for 
our fiather. For I say to you, that God is able of these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Fjor now the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree, there- 
fore, that bringeth not forth good fruit, shall be cut 
down, and cast into the flre. He also baptised all 
who came to him in penitence, washing their bodies in 
water, as a token of the purification of heart to which 
he called them. His baptism, unlike the baptism after- 
wards instituted by Christ Himself, conveyed no rege- 
nerating grace to the soul ; it was a token and enforce- 
ment of that inward purity which the holy law of Qtod 
demands from all His creatures. His garb also was a 
type of the mortification of the spirit. He wore a 
camel's hide, fastened with a leathern girdle, and ate 
locusts and wild honey. 

Multitudes of people crowded to the Baptist's preach- 
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ing, and he instnicted persons of every class of life in the 
duties especially belonging to their state. 

At length Jesns Hinuself came to the Baptist, and 
bade him baptise Him. But John refused, saying: I 
ought to be baptised by Thee ; and comest Thon to me ? 
And Jesus answering, said to him : Suffer it now : for 
so it becometh us to fulfil all justice. Then he suffered 
Him. And Jesus, being baptised, went up presently out 
of the water : and, behold, the heavens were opened to 
Him : and He saw the Spirit of God descending, as a 
dove, and coming upon Him. And, behold, a voice 
from heaven, saying : This is My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased. 



Chap. VL The Temptation of Jesus. 

The arch enemy of mankind now made his first great 
assault upon the seed of the woman, who was come into 
the world to crush his head. The Son of €k>d com- 
menced His mimstry by enduring those attacks of the 
foul spirit which are the lot of all the children of Adam, 
in order both to teach us how to vanquish the devil, and 
— as St. Paul assures us — ^in order that He might per- 
sonally experience the dreadful nature of Satanic temp- 
tations ; and, in His boundless compassion, might bear 
in mind what He had Himself endured, when we should 
cry to Him for help hereafter to save us from our foes. 

After His baptism He was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, that there Satan might tempt Him to sin 
against €k>d. For forty days and forty nights He 
fasted. His human nature sustained by Divine power. 
This prayer and fasting was His preparation for the 
temptation, and an example to us for our imitation. 
And as the devil frequentiy makes use of every means 
we take to resist him, and turns them into snares for 
our souls, so he took occasion from the hunger which 
followed the fast of Jesus, to tempt Him to disobey the 
will of God. It was the Divine pleasure that Jesus 
should not exert His miraculous powers in finding food 
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for Himself at this moment. Therefore the tempter 
came, and defied Him to prove Himself the Son of God 
by making the stones before Him into bread. But Jesus 
said : It is written : Man liveth not by bread alone, bnt 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Gk)d. 
llien the devil took Him up into the holy city, and set 
Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him : 
If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down ; for it 
is written : That He hath given His angels charge of 
Thee ; and in their hands shall they bear Thee up, lest, 
perhaps. Thou hurt Thy foot against a stone. This 
would have been a temptbg of God, by calling for a 
needless miracle; and Jesus replied to Satan: It is 
written again : Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
A^;ain the devil took Him up into a very high moun- 
tarn, and shewed Him all the kingdoms of die world, 
and the glory of them. And he said : All these will I 
give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and adore me. The 
sight which the devil displayed to our Saviour was 
either a supernatural vision of the glories of the king- 
doms of the earth, permitted to him by the will of God, 
or a glowing description of the fascinations of worldly 
power. But Jesus said : Begone, Satan : for it is writ- 
ten : The Lord thy God thou shalt adore, and Him only 
shalt thou serve. Then the devil left Him; and, be- 
hold, angels came and ministered to Him. 

With what expectations Satan thus tempted our 



certain, however, that the devil was ignorant of His true 
divinity; and perhaps he made these attempts upon 
Jesus Christ with a view to discover whether He reaUy 
were the eternal Son of God. We must suppose that 
the temptation with which he tried Him was a real 
temptation ; consisting in that same suggesting of evil 
thoughts to His mind which is the instrument by which 
he leads us into sin. On the immaculate soul of Jesus 
these unholy suggestions fell utterly powerless ; because 
it was impossible that He should sin ; being impeccable 
in His human nature, being also true God as well as 
true man, and, lastly, being filled with all the fulness 




record. It seems 
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of the Holy Ghost. NeyertheleBS, we mtist bdieve tiiat 
unspeakable anguish was caused to the lE^tless soul of 
our blessed Redeemer by the mere presentation of unlaw* 
ftd ideas to His mind ; and thus it is that St. Pbul says 
that '*we have not a hig^prioit who cannot hare com- 
passion on our in^mities ; but one who was tempted 
in all tilings as we are, but widiont sin." 

In the mean time messengers came ^m the rulers 
at Jerusalem to John, as he was baptising in Bethany, 
to ask him who he really was. And John answered, I 
am not the Christ. And they asked him : What then? 
Art thou Elias ? And he said : I am not : Art thou the pro- 
phet ? And he answered : No. Then they said to him : 
Who art thou, that we may giye an answer to them that 
sent us ? What sayest thou of thyself? He said : I am 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness : Make straight 
the Way of the Lord, as the prophet Isaias said. Aid 
they that were sent were of the Pharisees. And they 
asked him, and said to him : Why, then, dost thou bap- 
tise, if thou be not Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet ? 
John answered them, saying: I baptise in water: but 
there hath stood one in the midst of you, whom you 
know not. The same is He that shall cotne after me, 
who is preferred before me ; the latchet of whose shoe 
I am not worthy to loose. These things were done in 
Bethania beyond the Jordan, where John was bap- 
tising. The next day John saw Jesus coming to him ; 
and he said : Behold the Lamb of God ; behold He who 
taketh away the sin of the world. This is He of whom 
I said : After me cometh a man who is preferred before 
me, because He was before me. And I knew Him not : 
but that He may be made manifest in Israel, therefore 
am I come baptising in water. And John gave testi- 
mony, saying : I saw the Spirit coming down as a dove 
ftom heaven, and He remained upon Him. And I knew 
Him not : but He who sent me to baptise in water 
said to me : He upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on Him, He it is that bap- 
tiseth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw : and I gave tes- 
timony, that this is the Son of God. Again the foUow- 
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ing day^ John stood, and two of his disciples. And 
looking upon Jesus as He was walking, he said : Beh(^ 
the Lamb of Gk)d. And the two dudples heard him 
speak : and they followed Jesus^ 

Thus was the mission of the Baptist fulfilled. He 
pointed out the Lamb of God to all who came to him ; 
and himself was soon hurried away to receire the crown 
of martyrdom. He roused the rage of Herod, the ruler 
of Judea, by reproving him for his adultery with He*- 
rodias, the wife of his brother Philip ; and the tyrant, 
who for a while had paid him a measure of respect and 
honour, seized him and cast him into prison. And when 
John was carried away, Jesus retired to the borders of 
the country which had formerly been the abode of 
the tribes of ^bulon and Nephthalim ; and thus was 
accomplished the prophecy of Isaias : The land of Zar 
bulon and the land of Nephthalim, the way of the sea 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles : the people 
that sat in darkness, saw great light : and to them 
that sat in the region of the shadow of death, light is 
sprung up. 

And from that time He began to preadi, and called 
all men to do penance for their sins. Walking by the sea 
of Galilee, He called the first two of those who were 
afterwards His Apostles. He saw two brethren, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea (for they were fishers). And He saith to 
them : Come after Me, and I will make you become fishers 
of men. And they immediately leaving their nets, fol- 
lowed Him. And going on from thence. He saw two 
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John hb 
brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending 



leaving their nets and their father, followed Him. 



Chap. YIL The Marriage at Cana. Jesus preaches in GalOee. 

The first miracle which Jesus wrought, to shew to men 
that He was come with Divine power, was at a marriage- 
feast in Cana, a town of Galilee. He was there with 




And they immediately 
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His mother and His disciples ; for it was the will of our 
blessed Lord to mix freely with the Jews, in their houses 
and their entertainments, wheresoever there was no sin. 
The Baptist lived apart from his fellow-c^tures, like 
the prophet Elias, in whose spirit he came,lmd like the 
hermits of £he Christian Church ; Jesus Christ livedo as 
we say, in the world. And hence it was,^that while the 
imbeheving Jews charged John Bap^st with madness^ 
they; called Jesuft a .glutton and a winelnbber, and a 
Mend of sinners. 

At the marriage-feast of Cana, after a while the wine 
failed, and Mary said to her Son, They have no wine. 
But Jesus repHed in mysterious wxtrds, bidding her wait 
the moment when He would manifest His. divine will. 
Mary then, as ever, pondering His words in her heart, 
bade the servants obey whatsoever Jesus should say to 
them. And there were six large water-pots standing 
by ; and Jesus said, to the servants : Fill tiie water-pots 
with water ; and they filled them to the brim. And He 
bade them draw forth .the water, and carry it to the 
master of the feast. And as they poured it, they beheld 
that it was. become fine wine, by the almighty power of 
€k>d. ' Thus, say the Scriptures, Jesus manifested His 
gl(Hry, and His disciples believed in Him. He vouch- 
safed this display of His divine omnipotence for the 
consolation and strengthening of His followers, and they 
believed in Him with a ifiih more firm and rejoicing 
than before. 

While the disciples of Jesus, still few in number, 
thus adored His love and wisdom, a violent persecution 
was raised against Him by others in Gkdilee. He came 
to Nazareth where He was brought > up : jind He went 
into the synagogue^, accordixig to His custom on the 
sabbath-day i. and He rose up to read : and the book of 
Isaias the prophet was delivered unto Him. And as He 
unfolded the book. He found the place where it was 
written : The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me : wherefore 
He hath anointed Me, to preach the Grospel to the poor 
He hath sent Me, to heal me contrite of heart, to preach 
dehverance to.the captives, fgid sight to the .bUnd, to set 
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at liberty them that are bnused, to preach the accept- 
able year of the Lord, and the day of reward. And 
when He had folded die book. He restored it to the 
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say 
to them : This day is fulfilled this Scripture in your 
ears. And all gaye testimony to Him : and they won- 
dered at the words of grace that proceeded from His 
mouth, and they saidr Is not this the son of Joseph ? 
And He said to them: Doubtless you will ss^ to Me 
this similitude : Physician, heal Thyself: as great things 
as we have heard: done in Caphamaum, do also here in 
Thy own country. And He said : Amen I say to you, 
that no prophet is accepted in his own country. In 
truth I say to you^ there were many widows in the days 
of Elias in Israel, when heayen was shut up three years 
and six months : when there was a great famine through- 
out all the land : and to none of them was Elias sent, 
but to a widow at Sarepta of Sidon. And there were 
many lepers in Israel in the time of Eliseus the pro- 
phet : and none of them was cleansed but Naaman the 
Syrian. And all they in the synagogue, hearing diese 
things, were filled with anger. And they rose up and 
thrust Him out of the city : and they brought Him to 
the brow of the hill whereon their dty was built, that 
they might cast Him down headlong. But He passing 
through the midst of them, went His way. And He 
went down into Caphamaum, a city of Galilee, and there 
He taught them on the sabbath-days. And they were 
astonished at His doctrine : for His word was with power. 
And in the synagogue there was a man who had an un- 
clean devil, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying : 
Let us alone, what have we to do with Thee, Jesus of 
Nazareth ?^ art Thou come to destroy us? I know Thee 
who Thou art, the Holy One of God. And Jesus re- 
buked him, saying: Hold thy peace, and go out of 
him. And when the devil had thrown him into the 
midst, he went out of him, and hurt him not at all. 
And there came fear upon all, and they talked among 
themselves, saying : What word is this, for with autho- 
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lity and power He commandeth the unclean spirits, and 
they go out? And the fame of Him was published in 
every place of the country. 



Chaf. YIII. The IVfiracnlotis Draught of Fishes. Jesos heals 
many Diseases. The calbng of Matthew. 

The almighty power of Jesus, who controlled all those 
laws of nature which He had Himself in the beginning 
appointed for the universe to obey, was now displayed 
in many wonderful muracles. He heieded Simon's mother- 
in-law of a fever ; He cast out devils from those who 
were possessed, bidding the devils be silent as He 
cast them out. Near the lake of G^nesareth, the 
multitudes pressed upon Him in crowds, to hear His 
preaching; and seeing two fishermen's vessels drawn 
up upon the bank. He entered into one of them, which 
belonged to Peter, and desired him to put out a short 
space from the shore ; and from the boat He taught the 
people the word of Ctod. And when He had ceased to 
speak. He said to Simon : Launch out into the deep, 
and let down your nets for a draught. And Simon 
answering, said to Him : Master, we have laboured all 
the night, and have taken notbing : but at Thy word 
I will let down the net And when they had done this 
they enclosed a very great multitude of fishes, and their 
net was breaking, ^d they beckoned to their partners 
that were in the other ship, that they should come and 
help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, 
so that they were almost sinking. Which when Simon 
Peter saw, he fell down at Jesus's knees, saying : Depart 
from me ; for I am a sinful man, Lord. For he was 
wholly astonished, and all that were with him, at the 
draught of the fishes which they had taken : and so were 
also James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were 
Simon's partners. And Jesus saith to Simon : Fear not : 
from henceforth thou shalt be taking men. And they 
brought their ships to shore, and left all, and followed 
Jesus. 
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Another day, as He sat teaching. He was surronnded 
by a concourse of Pharisees, a sect of Jews who prided 
themselyes on a close observance of every minute pre* 
cept of £he law, while they cared httle for its great com* 
mands. There were present also man^ of the Scribes, 
men learned in all the laws and traditions of the Jews, 
and who, like the Phansees, from the first abhorred the 
doctrines of Jesus, who, they foresaw, would destroy 
the authority they had usurped over the consdenoes of 
their fellow-creatures. And there was brought in a bed 
a man who had the palsy : and they sought means to 
bring him in, and to lay him before Him. And when 
they could not find by what way they might bring him 
in, because of the midtitude, they went upon the roof, 
and let him down through the tiles, with his bed, into 
the midst, b^ore Jesus. And when He saw their faith. 
He sdd: Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. And the 
Scribes and the Pharisees began to think, saying : Who 
is this who speaketh blasphemies? Who can forsive 
sins, but God alone? And when Jesus knew their 
thoughts, answering He said to them : What is it you 
think in your hearts ? Which is it easier to say : Thy 
sins are forgiven thee ; or to say : Arise, and walk ? 
But that you may know that the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins (He said to the sick of 
the palsy), I say to tibee. Arise, take up thy bed, and 
go into thy house. And immediately nsing up before 
them, he took up the bed on which he lay; and he 
went away into his own house, glori^^g God. And 
all were astonished ; and they glonfied God. And they 
were filled with fear, saying : We have seen wonderful 
things to-day. 

Among those who followed Jesus most readily were 
many whose lives had hitherto been more openly vidous 
than those of the Pharisees, who cloaked their sins un- 
der an outward garb of rigid observances. The pub- 
licans, or tax-gatiberers, were a dass of men notorious 
for their cruelty and ungodly lives ; but many of these 
men forsook their dns, and were received with mercy 
by Jesus. One of these, by name Levi, or Matthew, 
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became one of the twelve Apostles and rulers of the 
Christian Church. Jesus saw him sitting in the place 
where he receiyed the customs, and said to him : Follow 
Me. And Matthew rose instantly, and forsook all his 
worldly goods, and followed Jesus. But first he made 
Him a great feast in his own house : and there was a 
great company of publicans, and of others, that were at 
table with them. But their Pharisees and Scribes mur- 
mured, saying to His disciples: Why do you eat and 
drink with pubUcans and sinners? And Jesus answer- 
ing, said to them : They who are in health need not the 
physician ; but they that are sick : I came not to call 
the just, but sinners to penance. And they said to 
Him : Why do the disciples of John fast often, and 
make prayers, and the disciples of the Pharisees in like 
manner; but thine eat and drink? And He said to 
them : Can you make the children of the bridegroom 
fast, whilst the bridegroom is with them ? But the days 
will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away 
from them ; then shall they fast in those days. 



Chap. IX. Nicodemus. The Samaritan "Woman. 

Among the Pharisees there was one, distinguished for 
learning and power, whose heart was touched by the 
words of Jesus. Yet he dared not openly confess him- 
self His disciple, but came to Him secretly by night, and 
said to Him : Rabbi, we know that Thou art come a 
teacher from God : for no man can do these miracles 
which Thou doest, unless God was with him. Jesus 
answered, and said to him : Amen, amen I say to thee, 
except a man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. Nicodemus saith to Him : How can a man be 
bom when he is old ? can he enter the second time into 
his mother' s womb, and be born again ? J esus answered : 
Amen, amen I say to thee, unless a man be born again 
of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh, is 
flesh: and that which is bom of the spirit, is spirit. 
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Wonder not that I said to thee, you most be bom again. 
The Spirit breatheth where He will ; and thou hearest 
His voice ; but thou knowest not whence He cometh, 
nor whither He goeth : so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit. Thus our blessed Lord foretold the institu- 
tion of the sacrament of Baptism, by which the Spirit 
of God enters into the soul, and gives it a birth into 
a new world, namely, the Christian Church ; so that as 
that which is bom of the flesh, that is, by the natural 
birth of a child from its parents, is flesh only, and in- 
herits the nature of those who gave it birth, thus what- 
soever souls are bom of the Spirit, receiving the Holy 
Spirit from the hands of God, at the moment of their 
baptism, are henceforth spiritual, and possess a new 
nature. By their old nature they would live a life of 
sin ; by their new nature they are enabled to live a life 
of holiness, under the control of the Spirit of God. 

But Nicodemus could understand nothing of this. 
He knew not what a new birth could be. And Jesus 
said to him, in order to shew him that all his learn- 
ing was worthless, unless he was taught by God, " Art 
thou a master in Israel, and knowest not these things V 
And then He foretold His own death, and the salvation 
which faith in Him would bring to all that should be- 
lieve. " As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 
so must the Son of man be lifted up : that whosoever 
believeth in Him may not perish, but may have life ever- 
lasting. For God so loved the world, as to give His 
only-begotten Son; that whosoever believeth in Him 
may not perish, but may have life everlasting. For 
God sent not His Son into the world to judge the 
world, but that the world may be saved by Him. He 
that believeth in Him is not judged : but he that doth 
not believe is already judged : because he believeth not 
in the name of the only-begotten Son of God. And this 
is the judgment : because the light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness, rather than the light : 
for their works were evil. For every one that doeth 
evil, hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, that 
his works may not be reproved. But he that doeth 
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truth, Cometh to the light, that his works may he made 
manifest, because they are done in God." 

After this, haying been at Jerusalem, journeying 
from thence into (M^, Jesus passed throu^ Samaria. 
His message of mercy was as yet confined ordinarily to 
the Jews ; but on Uus occasion He declared Himself to 
a woman of that mixed race who lived in Samaria, and 
who were regarded with jealousy and hatred by the 
Jewish people. He came in His journey to Sichar, a 
city of Samaria, near the piece of ground which Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob's well was there, 
Jesus, therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat 
thus on the well. It was about the siith hour. There 
cometh a woman of Samaria, to draw water. Jesus 
«aith to her : Give Me to drink (for His disciples were 
gone into the city to buy food). Then that Samaritan 
woman saith to Him : How dost Thou, being a Jew, ask 
of me to drink, who am a Samaritan woman ? For the 
Jews do not communicate with the Samaritans. Jesus 
answered, and said to her : If thou didst know tbe gift 
of God, and who it is that saith to thee. Give Me to 
drink ; thou, perhaps, wouldst have asked of Him, and 
He would iMive given thee living water. The woman 
9aith to Him : Sir, Thou hast nothing wherein to draw» 
and the well is deep : from whence then hast Thou living 
water ? Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his 
children, and his cattle ? Jesus answered, and said to 
her : Whosoever drinketh of this water, shall thirst 
again : but he that shall drink of the water that I shall 

f've him, shall not thirst for ever. But the water that 
shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water* 
springing up unto everlasting life. The woman saith to 
Him : Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor 
come hither to draw. Jesus saith to her : Go, call thy 
husband, and come hither. The woman answered* and 
said: I have no husband. Jesus aaid to her: Thoa 
hast said well, I have no husband : for thou hast had 
five husbands : and he whom thou now hast, is not thy 
husband. This thou hast said truly. The woman aa^th 
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to Him. : Sir, I perceive that Thou art a prophet. Our fa- 
thers adored on this mountain : and you say, that at Jeru- 
salem is the place where men must adore. Jesus saith 
to her : Woman, belieye Me, the hour cometh, when you 
shall neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem adore the 
Father. Tou adore that which you know not : we adore 
diat which we know : for salyation is of the Jews. But 
the hour cometh, and now is, when the true adorer shall 
adore the Father in spirit and in truth. For the Father 
also seeketh such to adore Him. God is a spirit : and 
they that adore Him, must adore Him in spirit and in 
truth. The woman saith to Him: I know that the 
Messias cometh (who is called Christ) : therefore, when 
He is come. He will tell us all things. Jesus saith to 
her: I am He, who am speaking with thee. And imme- 
diately His disciples came : and they wondered that He 
talked with the woman. Yet no man said : What seek- 
est Thou, or why talkest Thou with her ? The woman, 
therefore, left her wftter-pot, and went away into the 
dty, and saith to those men : Gome, and see a man who 
hath told me aU things that ever I did. Is not He the 
Christ ? Then they went out of the city, and came to 
Him. In the mean time the disciples prayed Him, say- 
ing: Babbi, eat. But He said to them: I have food 
to eat which you know not of. The disciples, there- 
fore, said one to another : Hath any man brought Him 
any thing to eat? Jesus said to them: My food is to 
do the will of Him that sent Me, that I may perfect His 
work. Do not you say, there are yet four months, and 
then the harvest cometh? Behold, I say to you, lift up 
your eyes, and see the countries, fbr they are white 
already to harvest And he that reapetn, receiveth 
wages, and gathereth fruit unto everlasting life ; that 
both he that soweth, and he that reapeth, may rejoice 
together. For in this is the saying true : that it is one 
man that soweth, and it is another that reapeth. I have 
sent you to reap that in which you did not labour: 
others have laboured, and you have entered into their 
labours. Now of that city many of the Samaritans 
believed in Him, for the word of the woman giving tes- 
s 
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timony, that He told me whatsoever I have done. So 
when the Samaritans were come to Him, they desired 
Him that He would stay there. And He stayed there 
two days. And many more belieyed in Him because of 
His own word. And they said to the woman : We now 
believe, not for thy saying : for we ourselves have heard 
Him, and know that this is indeed the Saviour of the 
world. 



Chap. X. Jesus heals on the Sabbath-day. The Twelve 
Apostles. 

Of the innumerable traditions with which the Jews had 
corrupted the law of Moses, making it a burden of cere- 
monies impossible to be borne, and at the same time 
destroying the true spirit in which Almighty God com- 
manded it to be obeyed, none were more absurd than 
the rules which had been invented for keeping the Sab- 
bath-day. On a certain Sabbath the Pharisees accused 
Jesus of breaking the Divine law, because, as He went 
through the corn-fields. His disciples plucked the ears 
of com, and did eat, rubbing them in their hands. And 
some of the Pharisees said to them : Why do you that 
which is not lawful to do on the Sabbath-days ? And 
Jesus, answering them, said: Have you not read so 
much as this, what David did, when himself was hungry, 
and they that were with him ? How he went into the 
house of God, and took and eat the bread of proposition, 
and gave to them that were with him, which it is not 
lawful to eat, but only for the priests ? And He said 
to them : The Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath. 
And it came to pass, also, on another Sabbath, that He 
entered into the synagogue, and taught. And there was 
a man, whose right hand was withered. And the Scribes 
and Pharisees watched to see if He would heal on the 
Sabbath; that they might find an accusation against 
Him. But He knew their thoughts; and said to the 
man who had the withered hand : Arise, and stand forth 
in the midst. And he, rising, stood forth. Then Jesus 
said to them : I ask you, if it be lawful on the Sabbath- 
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days to do good, or to do evil ? to save life, or to destroy ? 
And, looking round about on them all, He said to the 
man: Stretch forth thy hand. And he stretched it 
forth ; and his hand was restored. And they were filled' 
with madness ; and they talked one with another, what 
they might do to Jesus. 

After this our blessed Lord chose out twelve of His 
disciples, and appointed them Apostles (meaning per- 
sons sent forth), to preach the Gospel to their fellow- 
countrymen, as afterwards He appointed them to preach 
to the whole world, and to rule the Christian Church. 
Their names were : The first, Simon who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother. James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas 
and Matthew the publican, and James the son of Alpheus, 
and Thaddeus. Simon Chananeus, and Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed Him. Bartholomew is supposed to 
be the same as Nathanael ; and Thaddeus is idso called 
Jude. 



Chap. XI. The Sermon on the Mount. 

A GREAT multitude of people were now flocking around 
Jesus ; and He healed their diseases, a miraculous virtue 
going forth from His garments upon every j^erson who 
touched Him. And as the people stood waitmg to hear 
His words. He went up to an elevated spot of ground, 
and taught them, saying : Blessed are the poor in spirit : 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the 
meek: for they shall possess the land. Blessed are 
they that mourn : for they shall be comforted. Blessed 
are they that hunger and thirst after justice : for they 
shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful : for they shall 
obtain mercy. Blessed are the dean of heart : for they 
shall see God. Blessed are the peace-makers : for they 
shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they 
that suffer persecution for justice sake : for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
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of evil againat you ftHaelj, for My sake ; rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: becaose yonr reward is yery great in 
heayen ; for so they persecuted the prophets, t^t were 
before yon. 

Thus Jesns tanght the people, that those things 
which the world counts mean and worthless are of the 
highest price in the sight of €k>d, and the sources of 
blessing to those who possess them. Then He reminded 
His disciples of their relationship to their fellow-crea- 
tures. You are the salt of the earth. He said ; but if 
the salt have lost its savour, with what shall it be salted ? 
It is then good for nothing, but* to be cast out, and to 
be trodden upon by men. You are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on a mountain cannot be hid. 
Neither do men li^t a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but upon a candlestick, that it may give light to all that 
are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good wodcs, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven. As salt preserves meat firom 
corrupting, so the followers of Christ preserve in the 
world a certain respect for morality, and for their sake 
God regards it with an eye of metcj. And like a light, 
they display to mankind the splendours of Grod's kmg- 
dom, and the beauty of holiness, and draw others to 
glorify God as they tliemselves glorify Him. 

Then He . shewed them, that though He came to 
abolish the law of Moses, which was so dear to Jewkh 
hearts, He abolished it by really fulfilling it. He would 
fWfil it by enabling His people to obey all its moral and 
unchangeable obligations with a more perfect obedience 
than as yet had been in their power ; and by accom- 
plishing that great work of man's salvation, which the 
Uipeti, and ceremonies, and rules of the old law were 
designed to foreshadow; and thus all, each separate 
portion in its own way, would be fulfilled. Think not, 
said Jesus, that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets : 1 am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For 
amen I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall not pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled. Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these 
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least commandments, and shall teacli men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven : but who- 
soever shall do and teach, the same shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

And, moreover, this obedience to the moral law which 
Christians were to attain, must not be that mere out- 
ward formal obedience wldch the Scribes and Pharisees 
practised, while their inward hearts remained foul and 
disobedient. It was to be an obedience, not only to the 
letter, or exact rules of the law, but to its spuit and 
meaning. It was to embrace all the acts, whether of 
word or deed, of heart or of will, and whether great or 
small, which might even lead to the neglect of any one 
6f God's commands. I teU you, our blessed Lord said, 
that unless your justice abound more than that of the 
Scribes and of the Pharisees, you shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. You have heard that it was 
said tQ mem of old : Thou shalt not kill. And whoso- 
ever shall kill, shall be gmlty of the judgment : but I 
say to you, that whosoever is angry widi his brother 
shall be guilty of the judgment. And whosoever shall 
say to his brother, Baca, shall be guilty of the council. 
And whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be guilty of 
hell fire. Therefore, if thou oflferest thy gift at the 
altar, and there shalt remember that thy brother hath 
any thing against thee ; leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and first go and be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. Make an agreement with 
thy adversary quickly, whilst thou art in the way with 
him; lest, perhaps, the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou 
be cast into prison. Amen I say to thee, thou shalt not 
go out from thence, till thou pay the last farthing. The 
word Raca was a term expressing hasty passion and con- f 
tempt, and would be punished by God with that les- 
ser punishment, which was inflicted by the " council," 
which was the Jewish court of seventy-two judges, or 
Sanhedrim, and which at this time had not the power of 
life and death ; while the use of the words, " Thou fool,'* 
express that indulgence in the mortal sin of anger, which^ 
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unless repented of, brings the sinner to the torments of 
heU. 

Thus, also, in the condemnation of actual adultery 
was to be included every impure thought. And in order 
that men might be £ree £rom all temptations to sin, they 
were to cast away every thing that would lead them to 
it, even though dear to them as a hand or an eye. If 
thy right eye scandalise thee (that is, if it cause thee to 
sin), said Jesus, pluck it out, and cast it £rom thee : for 
it is better for diee that one of thy members should 
perish, than that thy whole body snould be cast into 
hell. And if thy right hand cause thee to offend, cut it 
off, and cast it irom thee : for it is better for thee that 
one of thy members should perish, than that thy whole 
body should go into hell. 

The permission to separate from thdr wives, and 
marry again during their first wife's lifetime, which 
had been till then permitted to the Jews, because of the 
weakness of human nature, was now to be withheld, 
because the grace which Christ would bestow was to be 
sufficient to enable us to conquer the most violent pas- 
sions. The rash swearing, and the vindictive punish- 
ments, so common among the Jews, were also to be put 
away. Our Lord said : You have heard that it was said 
to ^em of old : Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but 
shalt perform thy oaths to the Lord. But I sa^ to you, 
not to swear at all, neither by heaven, for it is the 
throne of Grod ; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool ; 
nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great king : 
neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst 
not make one hair white or black. But let your speech 
be, yea, yea, no, no : for whatsoever is more than these, 
is to be counted evil. You have heard that it hath been 
said : An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. But I say 
to you, not to resist evil : but if any man strike thee 
on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if 
any man will go to law with thee, and take away thy 
coat, let him have thy cloak also. And whosoever shall 
force thee to go one mile, go with him other two. Give 
to him that asketh of thee, and from him that would 
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borrow of thee, tarn not away. You have heard that it 
hath been said: Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and 
hate thy enemy. But I say to you : Love your ene- 
mies: do good to them that hate you: and pray for 
them that persecute and calumniate you : that you may 
be the children of your Father, who is in heaven : who 
maketh His sun to rise upon the good and the bad, 
and raineth upon the just and the unjust. For if you 
love those that love you, what reward shall you have ? 
do not even the publicans the same ? And if you salute 

Sour brethren oi^y, what do you more? do not also the 
eathens the same ? Be you, therefore, perfect, as also 
your heavenly Father is perfect. 

All oaths were not indeed forbidden, as we find 
from other parts of Scripture, and as the Church has 
ever taught; but all rash oaths, that is, all that are 
unsanctioned by lawful authority, are to be strictly 
avoided. And so, too, it was not meant by our blessed 
Lord that we are positively to turn our cheek to those 
who smite us,- but that all revenge is forbidden, and that 
we are to love our enemies, as God loves us, and as He 
loves all men ; not setting before us any of our fellow- 
sinners as our pattern for imitation, but aiming at that 
perfect holiness which belongs to Almighty God Him- 
self. 



Chap. XIL The Sennon on the Mount, continaed. 

Our blessed Lord next gave His disciples directions for 
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. Take heed. He said to 
them, that you do not your justice before men, that you 
may be seen by them : otherwise you shall not have a 
reward £rom your Father who is in heaven. Therefore, 
when thou aoest an alms-deed, sound not a trumpet 
before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, that they may be honoured by men. 
Amen I say to you, they have received their reward. 
But when thou aoest alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth : that thy alms may be in 
secret, and thy Father, who seeth in secret, will repay 
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thee. And when yon pray, yon shall not be as the hy- 
pocrites, who love to pray standing in the synagt^es 
and at l^ie comers of die streets, that they may he seen 
by men : Amen I say to yon, they have received their 
reward. But thou, when thou shalt pray, enter into 
thy chamber, and having shut the door, pray to thy 
Father in secret : and thy Father, who seeUi in secret, 
will reward thee. And when you are praying, ^>eak 
not much, as the heathens do : for they think tiiat they 
are heard for their much speaking. Be not you, there- 
fore, like them. For your Father knoweth what you 
stand in need of, before you ask Him. You, therefore, 
shall pray in this manner : Our Father, who art in hea- 
ven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread* And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil. Amen. For if ^ou forgive 
men their offences, your heavenly Father will also for- 
give you your offences. But if you wiU not for^ve 
men, neither will your Father forgive you your sms. 
And when you fast, be not as the hypocrites, sad : for 
they disfigure their faces, that to men they may appear 
fasting. Amen I say to you, they have received tneir 
reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thy head, 
and wash thy face ; that thou appear not fasting to men, 
but to thy Father, who is in secret : and thy Father, 
who seeth in secret, will reward thee. 

The first requisite in almsgiving, prayer, and fast- 
ing, is, that they be done for God's sake alone, and not 
out of regard to the favour of men. In giving our 
money to religious and charitable purposes, we are to 
give with such a pure intention to please Grod only, that 
it might be said that our left hand knows not what our 
right hand does. Not that it is necessary always lite- 
T&f to conceal our almsgiving. On the contrary, the 
precept that we are to make our light shine before men, 
enjoins us often to offer our gifts publicly. What is for- 
bidden, both in giving alms, in prayer, and in mortifica- 
tions, is, that the applause of men should be the object 
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at which we aim in what we do. Otherwise, we haye 
indeed that reward which we seek, namely, the praise 
of men ; hut the praise of Qod and eternal joys are lost 
to us for ever. 

Thus, also, the command to pray in secret cannot pos- 
sibly mean that we are always to pray in private ; nor 
can the forbidding of much speaking in prayer mean 
that long prayers are unlawful or never desirable. It 
is the heathen's notion, that the mere repetition of a 
quantity of words will draw down the gifts of Crod, 
which our Lord condemns. Prayer is the asking Qod 
for certain blessings. It is an act of the heart and the 
will; and whether our desires are expressed in mauy 
words or few words, — whether we pray only for a few 
seconds, or (as our Saviour Himse& cud) continue all 
night in prayer, — must depend upon our circumstances 
and our powers. Our Lord reminds us that the Al- 
mighty knows beforehand what we need, and that we 
are not to look upon prayer as the giving information 
to Qod of what we desire, or the explaining our wants 
to Him at full length, as we explain them to our fellow- 
men. A few brief sentences, like the prayer which 
Jesus here gives us as a model to follow ; or even a few 
words, or a single motion of the heart towards Qod, is 
real prayer ; and when circumstances make it impos- 
sible for us to say or think more, will bring down on us 
the fulness of the blessing of Him who knows infinitely 
better what we have need of than we know ourselves. 
And thus a cheerful countenance and a natural, unaf- 
fected manner, are the proper accompaniments of fast- 
ing ; and not that gloomy aspect and carelessness in 
dress, which the Jewish hypocrites assumed, in order 
to shew to other men how severely they were afflicting 
themselves with their austerities. For all such pure 
spiritual service God will reward us abundantly. And 
therefore our blessed Lord said : Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures on earth ; where the rust,^ and the moth 
consume, and where thieves dig through, and steal. 
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven ; where 
neither the rust nor the motii doth consume, and where 
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ihieres do not dig tiiroug^ nor steaL For where thy 
treasure is, there is thy heart also. The light of thy 
body is thy eye. l£ thy eje be simple, thy whole body 
will be lightsome. But if thy eye be eyil, thy whole 
body shall be darksome. If, tiierefore, the light that is 
in thee be darkness, how great will the darlmess itself 
be ! No man can serye two masters ; for either he will 
hate the one, and loye the other, or he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. Yon cannot serve God and 
Mammon* Therefcnre I say to yon? Be not solieitoos 
for your life, what you shall eat, nor for yonr body, what 
yen shall put on. Is not the life more than the food, 
and the body more than the raiment ? Behold the fowls 
of the air, for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into bams : yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are not you of much more value than they? 
And which of you, by thiiddng, can add to his stature 
one cubit? And for raiment why are you solicitous? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
labour not, neither do they spin. And yet I say to you, 
that not even Solomon, in all his glory, was arrayed as 
one of these.4 Now, if God so clothe the grass of the 
field, which 'to-day is^ and to-morrow is cast into the 
oven ; how much more yon, ye of little faith ? Be 
not solidtoHs, therefore, saying : What shall we eat, or 
what shall we drink, or wherewith shall we be clothed ? 
For after all these things do the heathen seek. For 
your Father knoweth that you have need of all these 
things. Seek ye, therefore, first the kingdom of (Jod, 
and His justice ; and all these thiikgs shall be added 
unto you. Be not, therefore, solicitous for to-morrow : 
for the morrow will be solicitous for itself. Sufficient 
for the dajr is the evil thereof. 

By a simple eye, Jesus meant that purity of inten- 
tion, without which all our good deeds are worthless, as 
all is dark to a blind man. The eye is our guide in all 
our movements; it is, as it were, the light within us; 
and when it is destroyed, we are dark' without hope of 
seeing. And still further, a mixture of intention, partly 
given to God, and partly to the good things of the 
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world, which our Saviour describes by the word mam- 
mon," is impossible. If our whole heart is not given 
to God, He regards us as His enemies. And to those 
whose whole souls are consecrated to God, all things are 
given. They are in the hands of the Lord ; and as the 
flowers of the field,^ which perish, and are seen no more, 
are yet clothed widi unequalled loveliness by their Cre- 
ators wisdom, how much more shall we, who are im- 
mortal souls, made by God, redeemed by God, sanctified 
by Grod, and called to dwell for ever in the presence of 
God, be blest with all gifts that are truly for our eter- 
nal benefit I Worldly cares are unfit for those who are 
heirs of immortality. The evil of each day is to be 
endured in peace, when it comes;^ By dwelling upon4t 
befor^and, we neither prevent its approach, nor gain 
strength to heat it when it has come ; we rather tempt 
ourselves to sin against Qod by murmuring, and com- 
plaining, and distrusting His fotherly care and love. 
Uheerfdness is the best preservative of godliness; 



Chap.: XIII. The Sermon on the M (foilt, tsonduded. 

Oun Lord next enjoined the duty of a merciftd judg- 
ment of one another's conduct. Judge not. He said, 
that you may not be judged. For with what judg- 
ment you judge, you shall be judged : and with what 
measure you measure, it shaU be measured to you 
again* And why seest thou a mote in thy brother's 
eye, and seest not a beam in thy own eye? Or how 
sayest thou to thy brother : Let me cast the mote out 
of thy eye ; and behold, a beam is in thy own eye ? 
Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thy own 
eye, and then shalt thou see to cast out the mote out of 
thy brother's eve. As we judge others, God will judge 
us. It is hateful in the sight of God to behold a sinner 
whose sins are so great that they may be likened to a 
beam of wood, forgetting his faults, and, uncalled for^ 
reproving the defects of his fellow-creature, which^ in 
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comparison to his own^ are perhaps a mere rnote^ or 
splinter. 

We are farther to abstain firom communicating sacred 
things to those who value them not. Give not that which 
is holy to dogs : neither cast ye your pearls before swine; 
lest they trample them under their feet, and, turning 
upon you, tear you. 

Then, lastly, Jesus gave still farther instructions re- 
lative to prayer and the general course of a devout life. 
Ask, and it shall be given you : seek, and you shall find: 
knock, and it shaU be opened to you. For every one 
that asketh, receiveth : and he that seeketh, fiodeth : 
and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. Or what 
man is there among you, of whom if his son ask bread, 
will he reach him a stone ? Or if he ask a fish, will he 
reach him a serpent ? If you, then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children ; how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to them that ask Him ? All things, therefore, 
whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do 
you also to them : for this is the law and the prophets. 
Enter ye in at the narrow gate : for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction ; and many 
there are who enter by it. How narrow is the gate, and 
strait is the way, which leadeth to life ; and few there 
are who find it ! Beware of false prophets, who come 
to you in the clothing of sheep, but inwardly they are 
ravenous wolves. By their fruits you shall know them. 
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
Even so every good tree yieldeth good fruit, and the 
bad tree yieldeth bad fruit. A good tree cannot yield 
bad fruit; neither can a bad tree yield good fruit. 
Every tree that yieldeth not good fruit, shall be cut 
down, and shall be cast into the fire. Wherefore, by 
their fruits you shall know them. Not every one that 
saith to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven : but he that doeth the will of My Father 
who is in heaven, he shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Many will say to Me in that day : Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name 
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cast out deyilsy and done many wonderful works in Thy 
name ? And then will I profess unto them : I never 
knew you : depart £rom Me> you that work iniquity. 
Therefore, whosoever hearedi these My words, and 
doeth them, shall be likened to a wise man, who buflt 
his house upon a rock. And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and they he&t upon 
that house, and it fell not : for it was founded upon a 
rock. And every one that heareth these My words, and 
doeth them not, shall be like a foolish man, who built 
his house upon the sand. And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and they beat upon 
that house, and it fell ; and great was the fall thereof. 

We are to pray with unbounded confidence in the 
goodness of God, who is indeed our Father, and can 
never turn a deaf ear to our cries ; for even mortal and 
sinful fathers do not mock their children when they 
entreat them for any earthly gift. 



Chap. XIV. Christ heals the Leper, and works other Miracles. 

And when He was come down from the mountain, great 
multitudes followed Him : and behold, a leper coming, 
adored Him, saying : Lord, if Thou wilt. Thou canst 
make me clean. Ajid Jesus, stretching forth His hand, 
touched him, saying : I will. Be tibou made clean. 
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus 
said to him : See thou tell no man : but go, shew thy- 
self to the priest, and offer the gift which Moses com- 
manded for a testimony to them. This command our 
blessed Lord enjoined upon the leper, because it had 
been ordered by the law of Moses, that whenever a 
leper was healed he was to go to the priest, and shew 
that he was cured, and offer certain offerings in thanks- 
giving for the mercy granted to him. 

And when Jesus was entered into Capharnaum, there 
came to Him a centurion, beseeching Him, and saying : 
Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, and is 
grievously tormented. And Jesus said to him : I will 
come and heal him. And the centurion making answer, 
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said : Lord, I am not wortlij that Thou shouldst enter 
under my roof : but only say the word, and my servant 
shall be healed. For I am myself both subject to the 
authority of others, and I h&ye soldiers under my own 
command. I know what it is to obey and to be obeyed ; 
and that if Thou wilt but command mat my servant shall 
be healed, the disease will leave him. And Jesus, when 
He heard this, turned to His disciples, and told them 
that He had not found in the whole people of Israel so 
great faith in His power, as He found m this heathen 
soldier. And He said to them : I say unto you, that 
many shall come from all parts of the world, and be 
inheritors of the blessings of salvation, with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob ; while many of the posterity of Abra- 
ham, for their unbeHef, shall be cast out into eternal 
torments. And He said to the centurion: 60; and as 
thou hast believed, so be it done to thee. And the ser- 
vant was healed at the same hour. 

And He went into the city of Naim ; and when He 
came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, a dead man 
was carried out, the only son of his mother ; and she 
was a widow : and much people of the city was with 
her. And when the Lord saw her. He had compassion 
on her, and said to her : Weep not. And He came near 
and touched the bier. (And they that carried it stood 
still.) And He said : Young man, I say to thee, arise. 
And he that was dead, sat up, and began to speak. 
And He deHvered him to his mother. And Jesus, 
seeing great multitudes about Him, gave orders to 
pass over the water. As He was about to enter into 
the boat, two men came and offered to follow Him, to 
whom He replied by warning them of the perfect sacri- 
fice of their own wills which they must make^ if they 
would indeed be His disciples. One of these was a Scribe^ 
who said to Jesus, Master, I will follow Thee whither- 
soever Thou shalt go. And Jesus saith to him : The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay His head. If the 
Scribe was not prepared for poverty and hardship such 
as this, he could be no follower of Jesus Christ. The 
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other said to Him : Lord, permit me first to go, and 
bury my father. But Jesus said to him: Follow Me, 
and let the dead l)ury their dead. The request of this 
man was in truth a mere pretence. His heart was with 
the world ; and therefore Jesus forbade him to do that 
which, in other circumstances, would have been a pious 
duty, bidding him leave the burial of his father to those 
who were dead to spiritual things. 

And when He entered into the ship. His disciples 
followed Him : and behold, a great tempest arose in the 
sea, so that the ship was covered with waves : but He 
was asleep. And His disciples came to Him, and awaked 
Him, saying : Lord, save us, we perish. And Jesus 
saith to them : Why are you fearful, ye of little faith ? 
Then rising up. He commanded the winds and the sea, 
and there came a great calm. But the men wondered, 
saying : Who is this, for even the^ winds and the sea 
obey Him ? And when He was come on the other side 
of the water, into the country of the Gerasens, there met 
Him two men possessed with devils, coming out of the 
sepulchres, exceeding fierce, so that no one could pass 
by that way. And behold, they cried out, saymg: 
What have we to do with Thee, Jesus, Son of Qodl 
art Thou come hither to torment us before the time? 
And, not far from them, there was a herd of many swine 
feeding. And the devils besought Him, saying : If Thou 
cast us out hence, send us into the herd of swine. And 
He said to them : Go. And they, going out, went into 
the swine; and behold, the whole herd ran violently 
down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the 
waters. And they that kept them, fled : and coming 
into the city, told every thing, and concerning them 
that had been possessed by the devils. And behold, 
the whole city came out to meet Jesus : and when they 
saw Him, they besought Him that He would depart 
from their coasts. They cared not for His miracles, or 
His teaching, for their hearts were fixed on worldly 
goods, as appeared from their keeping swine, an animfd 
which it was forbidden to the Jews to eat ; while their 
consciences told them that the miraculous loss of their 
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unlawful possessions was but a just punishment for their 
covetousness and disobedience to the law which they 
were bound to obey. 



Chap. XV. John sends Messengers to Jesns. Jesus is anointed 
by a woman who had been a sinner. 

And John's disciples told him of all these things. And 
John called to him two of his disciples^ and sent them 
to Jesus, saying : Art Thou He who is to come ; or ex- 
pect we another? And when the men were come to 
Him, they said : John the Baptist hath sent us to Thee, 
saying : Art Thou He who is to come ; or expect we 
another? (And in that same hour He cured many of 
their diseases and sores, and of evil spirits; and to 
many that were blind He gave sight.) And answering. 
He said to them : Gcv and relate to John what you have 
heard and seen : that the blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are made clean, the deaf hear, the dead rise again, 
to the poor the Gospel is preached. And blessed is he 
who is not scandalised in Me, but understands that these 
are in truth the works of God. 

Then, when the messengers of John were departed, 
Jesus declared to the multitudes, that John was the pro- 
phet whose coming had been foretold by Malachias in 
the words, " Behold, I send My angel before Thy face, 
who shall prepare Thj way before Thee." He taught 
them also, that though no mortal man as yet bom was 
greater than John, yet so glorious would be the privi- 
leges of the Christian Church which He was about to 
establish, that the least in that new kingdom of God 
would be greater than the Baptist. 

And the hearts of great numbers of the people 
opened, and they were baptised with John's baptism. 
But all these penitents were from the lowest and most 
despised of the people, and the haughty Pharisees and 
Scribes remained obstinate in their sins. And Jesus 
likened them to capricious and selfish children, whom 
nothing will please, because, when John came, living 
an austere life in the deserts, they said that he had a 
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devfl; and wken He Himself cflme, lind lived as other 
men, and frequented the houses of many persons, they 
accused him of gluttony and wine-bibbing, and of being 
the^iend of publicans and sinners. 

Then He upbraided Uie dties where He had done 
His mighty works for thar unbelief, and deckred that 
even Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom shovild be less awfully 
punished in the day of judgment, than these proud 
cities of the Jews, — Corozain, Bethsaida, and Caphar- 
naum. And He prayed to the eternal Father, and gave 
Him thanks for revealing the mysteries of His grace to 
those who were humble and simple as babes, while He 
hid them from the prudence and wisdom of this world. 
And one of the Pharisees desired Him to eat with him. 
And bcfing entered into the house of the Pharisee, he sat 
down to meat. And, behold, a woman in the city, who 
was a sinner, when she knew that He sat at meat in the 
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment : 
and, standing behind at His feet, she began to wash His 
feet with tears, and wiped them with die hairs of heir 
head, and kii^sed His feet, and imointed them with the 
ointment. And the Pharisee who had invited Him, 
seeing it, spoke within himself, saying : This man, if He 
were a prophet, would know sui'ely who and what kind 
of woman this is that toucheth Him : for she is a sinner. 
And Jesus answering, said to him : Simon, I have some- 
thing to say to thee. But he said : Master, say it. A 
certain creditor had two debtors, the one owed five hun- 
dred pence, and the other fifty. And whereas they had 
not wherewith to pay, he forgave them both. Wiich, 
tiierefore, of the two loyeth him most? Simon answer- 
ing, said : I suppose that he to whom he foi^ave most. 
And He said to him : Thou hast judged righUy. And, 
turning to the woman, He said to Simon, Dost thou see 
this woman ? I entered into thy house ; thou gavest Me 
no water for My feet : but she hath washed My feet 
with tears, and wiped them with her hair. Thou gavest 
Me no kiss: but she, since she came in, hath not 
ceased to kiss My feet. My head with oil thou didst 
not anoint : but she with ointment hath anointed My 

T 
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feet. Wherefore I say to thee, Many sms are forgiven 
her, hecaose she hath loved much. But to whom less 
is foi^ven, he loveth less. And He said to her : Thy 
sins are forgiven thee. And they that sat together at 
tahle hegan to say within themselves : Who is this that 
forgiveth sins also ? And He said to the woman. Thy 
ffdSi hath made thee safe : go in peace. 



Chap. XYL Jesus instracts the people. 

And certam scrihes came from Jerusalem, and said that 
Jesus worked His miracles hy the assistance of Beel- 
zehuh. And Jesus repHed to them that this could not 
he, because His miracles were wrought to destroy the 
power of the devil ; and He bade them beware of sin- 
ning against the Holy Ghost, by imputing to Satan 
those wonders of mercy which were in truth the work 
of the Spirit of God. 

Then in their impenitence, and notwithstanding all^ 
the proofs of His Divine authority which Jesus had 
already given, they asked for a fresh sign of heaven. 
But Jesus would give them no more, saying, that the 
only sign that should be granted should be His own 
resurrection from the dead, as the prophet Jonas had 
been cast forth after three days and nights from the 
belly of the whale. And He declared that the last end 
of these unbelievers should be like that of a man from 
whom a devil has been cast out, and who suffers him 
again to return with seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself. 

And as He was yet speaking to the multitudes, be- 
hold. His mother and His brethren stood without, seek- 
ing to speak to Him. And one said to Him : Behold, 
Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without, seeking 
Thee. But He, answering him that told Him, said: 
Who is My mother, and who are My brethren ? And 
stretching forth His hand towards His disciples. He 
said : Behold My mother and My brethren. For who- 
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soeyer shall do the will of My Father who is in heaven, 
he is My brother, and sister, and mother. 

And when great multitudes stood about Him, so that 
they trod one upon another, He began to say to His dis- 
ciples : Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which 
is hypocrisy. For there is nothing covered that shall 
not be revealed : nor hidden, that shall not be known. 
For whatsoever things you have spoken in darkness, 
shall be published in Sie light : and that which you have 
spoken in the ear in the cnambers, shall be proclaimed 
on the house-tops. And I say to you, my friends : Be 
not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can do. But I will shew you 
whom ye shall fear: fear ye Him who after He hath 
killed hath power to cast into hell. Yea, I say to you, 
fear Him. Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, 
and not one of them is forgotten before God ? But even 
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, 
therefore : you are of more value than many sparrows. 
And I say to you : Whosoeyer shall confess Me before 
men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the 
angels of God. But he that shall deny Me before men, 
shall be denied before the angels of God. 

And He said to them : Take heed and beware of all 
covetousness : for a man's life doth not consist in the 
abundance of things which he possesseth. And He 
spoke a similitude to them, saying : The land of a cer- 
tain rich man brought forth plenty of fruits : and he 
thought within himself, saying : What shall I do, be- 
cause I have not where to lay up together my fruits ? 
And he said : This will I do : I will pull down my 
bams, and will build greater : and into them will I 
gather all things that are grown to me, and my goods. 
And I will say to my soul : Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thy rest, eat, drink, 
make good cheer. But God said to him : Thou fool, 
this night do they require thy soul of thee : and whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So 
is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich towards God. And He said to His disciples : There- 
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fore I siay to you : Be not solieitous for yonr life, what 
yon shall eat ; mt for your hody, what yon shall put 
pn* The life is more than the food, and the hody is 
more than the jraiment. Consider the rar^ens, for they 
do not sow, nor do they reap, neither have they stove- 
)iouse« nor ham, and God feedeth them. How mack 
are yon more vsiluaihle than they! And which of you 
hy thinking ean add to his stature one €uhit? If, 
then, you are not able to do even the least thing, why 
are you solicitous for the rest ? Conner the lilies^ 
how thc^y grow : they kboqr not, neither do they spin. 
But I say to you : Not even Solomon in all his gloiy 
was dothed like one of these. Now if God clothe m 
this maimer the grass lhat is to-day in the field, and 
to-morrow is cast into the oTcn : how much more yoU, 
ye of little faith I And seek not you what you 
UmlII eat, or what ¥oa shall drink : and be not lifted 
up on high : for all these things do the nations of the 
earth seek after. But your Father knoweth that you 
have need of these thin^ But seek ye first the kuig* 
dom of God and His justice : and all these things 
shall be added unto you. Fear not, httle fiock, for it 
hath pleased your Father to give you a kingdom. Sell 
what you possess, and give alms. Make to yoursdyes 
bags which grow not old, a treasure in heaven which 
faileth not : where the thief approacheth not, nor the 
moth corrupteth. For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also. Let your loins be girded, and 
lamps burning in your hands, and you yotu*sel?e8 like 
to men who wait for their lord, when he shall return 
from the wedding : that when he cometh, and knook- 
eth, they may onen to him immediately. Blessed are 
those servants whom the lord, when he cometh, shaU 
find watching. Amen I say to you, that he will gird 
Himself, and make them sit down to meat, and pass- 
ing will mmister to them. And if he shall come in the 
second watch, or if he shall come in the third watch, 
and find them so, blessed are those servants. But this 
know ye, that if the master of the family knew at what 
hour iLe thief would come, he would sinrely watch, and 
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would not suffer hift house to be broke open. Be you 
also ready : for at what hour you think not, the Son 
of man will come* 



Gqap. XYIL The panOjles of the Sowerj of the Wheat and 
Cockle, of the Qidden Tr^uxe, the Pearl, and the Net. 

And when a great multitude was gathered to- 
gether, and hastened out of liie cities to Him, He spoke 
by a similitude : A sower went out to sow his seed : and 
as he sowed) some fell by tlie wayside^ and it was trod^ 
den down, and the fowls of the air devoured it: and 
some fell upon a rock, and, as soon as it was sprung 
up, it withered away, because it had no moisture : and 
some fdl among thorns, and the thorns, growing up 
with it, choked it : and some fell upon good ground* 
and sprung up, and yielded fruit a hundredfold. Say^ 
ing these things he cried out : He that hath ears to 
hear, let hiin l^r; 

And His disciples asked Him what the parable 
meant. And He said, that to them was given to under- 
stand the mysterious things which belonged to the king^ 
dom of God ; but that those who would not follow Him 
must hear His parables only, without being taught their 
signification. For it is the will of God, that those who 
employ well what God bestows upon them receive fresh 
gifts and instruction, while they who remain away f^om 
Christ are rather hardened by the mysterious words He 
utters to them. 

And this was the interpretation He ^ve to His dis- 
ciplos of the parable of the sower. The seed is the 
word of God; And they by the wayside are they that 
hear : dien the devil cometh^ and' taketh the word out 
of their hearty lest,, believing, they should be saved^ 
Now, they upon the rock are they who, when they hear^ 
receive the word with joy : and these have no roots ; 
who believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall 
away. And that which fell among thorns are they whb 
have heardi and, going their way, are choked with the 
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cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and yield no 
fruit Bat that on the good ground are they who in a 
good and perfect heart, hearing the word^ keep it, and 
bring forth fruit in patience. 

And He spoke another parable, saying: The kingdom 
of heaven is likened to a man that sowed good seed in 
his field. But while men were asleep, his enemy came, 
and oversowed cockle among the wheat ; and went his 
way. And when the blade was sprung up, and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared also the cockle. Then the 
servants of the master of the house came, and said to 
him : Master, didst thou not sow good seed in thy field ? 
from whence, then, hath it cockle ? And he said to 
them: An enemy hath done this. And the servants 
said to him : Wilt thou that we go and gather it up ? 
And he said : No ; lest, while ye gather up the cockle, 
you root up the wheat also together with it. Let both 
grow until the harvest : and in the time of the harvest, 
I will say to the reapers : Gather up first the cockle, 
and bind it into buncUes to bum ; but gather the wheat 
into my bam. 

Another parable He proposed to them, saying : The 
kingdom of heaven is IDce to a grain of mustard-seed, 
which a man took and sowed in his field : which, indeed, 
is the least of all seeds : but when it is grown up, it is 
greater than any herbs, and becometh a tree ; so that 
the birds of the air come and dwell in the branches 
thereof. Another parable He spoke to them : The king- 
dom of heaven is like to leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three measures of meal, until the whole was 
leavened. 

All these things Jesus spoke in parables to the mul- 
titude : and without parables He did not speak to them. 
That the word might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet, saying : I will open my mouth in parables : 
I will utter things hidden from the foundation of the 
world. Then, having sent away the multitudes, He 
came into the house ; and His disciples came to Him, 
saying : Explain to us the parable of the cockle of the 
field. He made answer, and said to them: He that 
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soweth the good seed is the Son of man. And the field 
is the world. And the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom, and the cockle are the children of the wicked 
one. And the enemy that sowed them is the devil. 
But the harvest is the end of the world. And the 
reapers are the angels. Even as cockle, therefore, is 
gathered up, and humt with fire, so shall it he at the 
end of the world. The Son of man shall send his an- 
gels : and they shall gather out of His kingdom all 
scandals, and mem that work iniquity ; and shall cast 
them into the fiimace of fire : there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the just shine as the 
sun, in the kingdom of their Father, ne that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear. 

By the parables of the mustard -seed and the leaven 
Jesus shewed how wonderfully His Church should here- 
after grow from the smallest beginning, till it oversha- 
dowed the world, and chanp;ed all things among men. 
He also likened the blessings of His Church to a hidden 
treasure, and to a costly pearl, which was to be pur- 
chased at the price of all earthly possessions ; and to a 
net cast by fishermen into the sea, which gathered toge- 
ther fish of all kinds, bad and good, to be separated 
when drawn ashore, as the evil and the good will be 
separated by the angels at the last day. 



Chap. XVHL JesoB in Matthew's house. He sends forth the 
twelve Apostles. 

And Matthew made a feast for Jesus in his house, and 
many publicans and others sat down with them. And 
the Pharisees seeing it, said to His disciples : Why doth 
your Master eat with publicans and sinners ? But Jesus 
hearing it, said: They that are in health need not a 
physician, but they that are sick. 

Then came to Him the disciples of John, saying: 
Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but Thy disci- 
ples do not fast? And He answered them, that His fol- 
lowers were to observe a due season in their fastings 
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tad monrmngs. When He, who ma the bndi^Toofl% 
WjBs gone, then were they to £eist and sorrow, bat not 
till t&n, otherwise they would behke men who mended 
a worn-out garment with a piece of new cloth, whose 
Btxength would tear: the old material, and make tiie rent 
bat worse. Or they would be as those who pot strong 
new wine into old leathern bottles^ whidi burst with the 
working of liquor. 

As He was speaking these things to them, b^(dd, a 
certain ruler came, and adored Him, saying : Lord, my 
dau^ter is just now dead: but come, lay Thy hand 
upon her, and she shall Hve. And Jesus rising up, fbl-? 
lowjdi him with His disciples* And behold, a woman» 
who was troubled with an issue of Uoodi twelve years, 
ewe behind Him, and touched the hem g£ His garment. 
For she said, within herself: If I shall but touch Hia 
garment, I shall be healed. But Jesus turning about» 
and seeing her, said : Take courage, daughter: thy faith 
hath made thee whole. A^d Sxe woman was made 
whole from that hour. And when Jesus came into the 
hopse of the rul^, and saw the minstrels and the crowd 
making rout. He said : Give place : for the girl is not 
dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed at And 
when the crowd was turned out. He went in, and took 
her by the hand: and the girl arose. And the fame 
hereof went abroad into all that country. 

And as Jesus was departing from thence, there fol- 
lowed him two blind men, crying out, and saying : Son 
of David, have mercy on us. And when He was come 
to the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus 
saith to them : Do you bcslieve thf^t I can do this unto 
you ? They say to Him, Yea, Lord. Then He touched 
their eyes, saying : According to your faith, be it done 
nnto you. And their eyes wc^r^ opened:, and Josufi 
strictly charged ihem, saying : See that no man know 
it But they, going out, sprei4 His fipae abroad in all 
that OQuntry. And when the^y werjs gone out, behold, 
they brought to Him a dumb .Qian possessed wkh a 
devil^ And the devil being c»st out^ the dumb man 
spoke, and the multitude wondered, saying : The like 
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waa neyer seen in Im^l, Bnl tl^^ Phf^risees said : 
oaateth out devils, by tl^e prinpe of deyils. 

And He oaipe i^tp qwi^ country^ and t^ngj^l 
them, in their syn^gogoesj tha<;< tl^y wondered, and 
said : Hpw cam^ this n^Mi. by thia wiodpni) and thesd 
mighty works 7. i^ot this the oaipenter's son ? Is 
iH>t His mother; oalled Miury ? ood His brethren, Jamesi 
md JoB^h, and. Sipion, Mid; Jude?f And His sisters^ are 
tji^y not all with.us ? Whence^ then, hath He all these 
things 7 And they were scandalised in His regard, Bul^ 
Jesus said to them y A prophet is not without hoi^oar^ 
saye in his own country, fund in. his, own house. An4 
He wrought not many miracles the|re», because of their 
unbelief^ 

Thei^ He called together the twelve Apostles, «n4 
gave them power and authority over all devils^ and tp 
cure diseases. And He sent them to preach the king* 
dom of God, and to heal the sick. And He said to 
them: Take nothing for your journey; neither staff, 
nor scrip, nor bnead, nor money,; neither have twQ 
coats. Aad whatsoever house you shall enter into, abide 
there, and depart not fron^ thence. And whosoever 
will not receive you, when ye go out of th^t city, shake 
off even the dust of your feet for a testimony against 
them. And He sent them to preach to the Jews alone, 
forbidding them to preach either to ike Samaritans or 
the Gentiles. And they went forth, and preached the 
Gospel from city to city, healing diseases, and casting 
out devils, wheresoever they ctuoae. 



Chap. XIX; The death of John Baptist. The first miracle of 
the loa?ei. Jesus walks ^poQ ^the sea. 

"When King Herod's servants heard of the miracles of 
Jesus, they supposed that He must be one of the old 
prophets returned to this world. But Herod inaagined 
that it must be John Baptist risen from the dead, who 
was working these mighty works. For he had himself 
but just now murdered the Baptist on his own birthday. 
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He had made a great feast for hid nobles and officers ; 
and the daughter of Herodias danced before them, and 
she pleased Herod. Whereapon he promised, wiUi an 
oath, to give her whatsoever she would ask of him. But 
she, being instructed before by her mother, said : Giye 
me here in a dish the head of John the Baptist. And 
the king was struck sad : yet because of his oath, and 
for them that sat with him at table, he commanded it to 
be given her. And he sent, and beheaded John in the 
prison. And his head was brought in a dish : and it was 
given to the damsel : and she brought it to her mother. 
And his disciples came and took the body, and buried 
it ; and came and told Jesus. 

Jesus then retired from thence in a boat into a 
desert place apart i and the people having heard of 
it, followed Him on foot out of the cities. And He 
coming forth saw a great multitude, and had compas- 
sion on them, and healed their sick. And when it 
was evening. His disciples came to Him, saying: This 
is a desert place, and the hour is now past: send 
away the multitudes, that, going into the town, they 
may buy themselves victuals. But Jesus said to them : 
%ey have no need to go : give you them to eat. They 
answered Him : We have here out five loaves and two 
fishes. He said. to them: Bring them hither to Me. 
And when thej had commanded the multitude to sit 
down upon the grass. He took the five loaves and the 
two fishes : and looking up to heaven, He blessed^ and 
brake, and gave the loaves to His cfisciples, and the dis- 
ciples to the multitudes. And they did all eat, and 
were filled. And they took up what remained, twelve 
baskets full of fragments^ And the number of them 
that had eaten was five thousand men, besides women 
fuid children. And forthwith Jesus obliged His dis- 
ciples to get up into the jship, and to go before Him 
over the water, while He sent the people away. 

And He dismissed the multitude, and went up into 
a mountain alone to pray. And when the evening was 
come He was there alone. But the ship in the midst 
of the sea was tossed with the waves : for the wind was 
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contrary. And in tbe fourth watch of the night He 
came to them walking upon the sea. And when they 
saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, say- 
ing : it is an apparition. And they cried out for fear. 
And immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying: Be of 
good heart : it is I ; be not afraid. And Peter making 
answer, said : Lord> if it be Thou, bid me come to Thee 
upon the waters. And He said: Come. And Peter 
going down out of the ship, walked upon the water to 
come to Jesus. But seeing the wind strong, he was 
afiraid : and when he began to sink, he cried out, say- 
ing : Lord, save me. And immediatdy Jesus stretchine 
forth His hand, took hold of him and said to him : 
thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt ? And when 
they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then 
they that were in the ship came and worshipped Him, 
saying: Thou art truly tiie Son of God. Ajid when 
they were gone oyer, they came into the country of 
nesar. And when the men of that place had knowledge 
of Him, they sent out into all that country, and brought 
to Him all that were diseased. And they besought Him 
that they might touch but the hem of His garment. 
And as many as touched* were made whole. 



Chap. XX. The discourse at Capharnaum. The miradei of the 
Girl possessed, and of the deaf aud dnmb Man. 

The day following a large number of the people took 
ship, and came to Jesus at Capharnaum. And Jesus 
reproached them for seeking Him, not for the sake of 
spiritual, but carnal food ; and bade them rather labour 
for the meat that never perishes. And they asked for 
a fresh miracle, their heiurts being still untouched by the 
wonders He had already wrought. Their fathers, they 
said, had seen the miracle of the manna, and had eaten 
it. And Jesus told them that He Himself was the Hying 
manna, the true bread that came down from heayen. 
But they murmured at His words, supposing Him to be 
a mere man, bom of Joseph as well as Mary. And 
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when still farther He said, The bread that I will give 16 
My flesh, they argued with one anotheri and declared it 
was impossible. But again He said^ Bxo^ you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man^ and dnnk His Uooo, you shall 
not haye life in you. 

And when they were more and more amazec^ He di4 
but repeat His words, declaring that it was a hard say* 
ing ; yet God would flnd a way by which it should be 
possible for them actually to eat His flesh and drink Hii 
olood. Nevertheless, even many of His disciples would 
not believe Him, and from that tune forth deserted Him» 

Then He said to the twelve. Will you also go away ? 
And Simon Peter answered Him : Lord, to whom shall 
we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we 
have believed, and have known that Thou art the Christ 
the Son of God^ Jesus answered them : Have not I 
chosen you twelve ? and of you one is a devil. Now 
He meant Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon: for this 
same was about to betray Him ; whereas he was one of 
the twelve. 

After this Jesus returned to Galilee, because the 
Jews in Jewry were seeking to kill Him, and t^e hour 
appointed by Almighty God for His dei^ was not yet 
come. First, however. He went for a short time, per- 
haps in order to escape fi'om Herod, who ruled over 
Gralilee, to the sea-coasts of Tyre and Sidon. There He 
wrought a miracle, contrary to His general rule, upon 
a woman who was not of the Jewish race ; because her 
fklth in His love and power were great indeed. She 
came to Him and cried : Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
thou Son of David : my daughter is grievously troubled 
hj a devil. But He answered her not a word. And Hi» 
disciples came and besought Him, saying: Send her 
away, for she crieth after us. And He answering, said : 
I was not sent but to the sheep that are lost of the hou8» 
of IsraeL But she came and worshipped Him, saying 
Lord, help me. But He answered, and said : It is not^ 
good to take the bread of the children, and to cast it to 
the dogs. And she said : Yea, Lord : for the whelps 
also eat of the crumbs that fall from the table of th^ 
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masters* Then Jesas, answering, said to her : woman, 
great is thy faith : he it done to Uiee as thou wilt. And 
her daughter was cared from that hour. 

On His way hack to Galilee, passing through Deca- 

KHs, a deaf and dumh man was brought to Him to be 
aled. And taking him aside ^m the multitude, He 

El His fin^rs mto his ears ; and spitting. He touched 
tongue; and looking up to heaven, he groaned, 
imd said to him : Ephpheta, that is. Be opened. And 
immediately his ears were opened ; and the string of his 
tongue was loosed ; and he spoke right. And He charged 
them that they should tell no man. But the more He 
ehaiged them, so much the more a great deal did they 
publish it. And so much the more did they wonder, 
saying : He hath done all things well ; He liath made 
both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak. 



(Chap. XXI. The second miracle of the loayes. ^eter confessei 
Jesus to be the Christ. 

In those days again, when there was a great multitude, 
and had nothing to eat ; calling His disciples together. 
He saith to them : I have compassion on the multitude : 
Ibr, behold, they have now been with Me three days, 
and have nothing to eat : and if I send them away fast- 
ing to their own houses, they will faint in the way : for 
some of them came from afar off. And His disciples 
answered Him : From whence can any one satisfy them 
here with bread in the wilderness ? And He asked ihem : 
How many loaves have ye ? and they said : Seven. And 
He commanded the people to sit down on the ground : 
and taking the seven loaves, giving thanks. He broke» 
and gave to His disciples to set before them ; and they 
sat them before the people. And they had a few little 
fishes : and He blessed them, and commanded them to 
be set before them. And they did eat, and were filled : 
and they took up that which was left of the fragments, 
seven baskets. And they that had eaten were about 
four thousand: and He sent them away. 
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And they came to Bethsaida: and they bring to 
Him a blind man: and they besought Him to toach 
him. And taking the blind man by the hand. He led 
him out of the town : and spitting npon his eyes, lay- 
ing His hands on him. He asked bun if he saw any 
thmg. And looking up, he said : I see men as trees, 
walking. After that He laid His hands again upon his 
eyes ; and he began to see, and was restored, so that he 
saw all things clearly. And He sent him to his house, 
saying : Go into thy house ; and if thou enter into the 
town, tell no man. 

Journeying onwards, Jesus reached Csesarea Phi- 
lippi; and He asked His disciples, saying: Whom do 
men say that the Son of man is? And they said : Some 
say that Thou art John the Baptist, and others Elias, 
and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith 
to them : But whom do you say that I am ? Simon 
Peter answering, said : Thou art Christ, the Son of the 
Hying God. ^d Jesus answering, said to him : Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona : because flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it to thee, but My Father who is in heaven. 
And I say unto thee. That thou art a Rock (or, in the 
Enghsh tongue, "Peter"), and upon this Rock I will 
build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it. And I will give to thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven : and what- 
soever thou shalt loose upon earth, it shall be loosed also 
in heaven. Then He charged His disciples, that they 
should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. 

From this time Jesus began to unfold to His dis- 
ciples the mystery of His death and passion. Until 
now they scarcely understood that He was not to be a 
worldly monarch, but was to conquer sin by His own 
sufferings and death. But the hour was drawing near, 
when He would go to Jerusalem, to meet the death 
which there awaited Him. And when He foretold His 
death and resurrection, Peter was amazed and angry, 
and said. Lord, be it far from Thee ; this shall not be 
unto Thee. And Jesus turned to him^ and bade him 
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cease his words ; for he was acting the part of an adyer- 
Baiy, tempting Him to fly from that death which He 
had come into the world to endure. 

Then He said to His disciples : If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life, shall 
lose it : and he that shall lose his life for My sake, shall 
find it. For what doth it profit a man, if he gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul ? Or, what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels : and then will He render to every man accord- 
ing to his works. 



Chap. XXn. The Transfiguration. The lunatic healed. 
Jesud pays tribute. 

The hour was now come when God was about to dis- 
play the hidden glory which lay concealed beneath the 
humble form of Jesus before His chosen disciples. 
Peter, James, and John, were ever the three who, both 
at this time and others, were favoured with a more inti- 
mate knowledge of the mysteries of redemption than 
was as yet granted to any others. Peter was to be the 
Rock on which the Church of Christ was to be built, 
James was to be its first martyr, John was the disciple 
whom Jesus most loved; and these three were now 
taken up into a high mountain by their Master, and 
they beheld Him for awhile glorified with more than 
earthly brightness. He was transfigured before them. 
And His face did shine as the sun : and His garments 
became white as snow. And, behold, there appeared to 
them Moses, and Elias talking with Him. Then Peter, 
answering, said to Jesus : Lord, it is good for us to be 
here : if Thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles, 
one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 
And as he was yet speaking, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them. And, behold, a voice out of the 
cloud, saying : This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
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well plotted: hear ye Him. And tbe didciples hearmg, 
fell upon their face^ and were vei^ much afraid. And 
Jesus came, and touched them ; ttad said to them : 
Arise, and be not afraid. And whcfn they lifted up 
their eyes, they saw no man, but ontly Jesus, And as 
they came down from the mountain, Jesus diarged 
them, saying : Tell the vision to no man, till the So& 
of man be risen from the dead. 

Then they asked Him how His triumph could be so 
near, when Elias, who was to come agam upon earll^, 
according to the prophecies, had not appeared. And 
Jesus said that Elias had indeed come, and been ^t to 
death. And they understood that John Baptist wai3 <^e 
Elias spoken of by the prophet. 

And when He was come down from the mountain. 
He found a multitude gathered together with the rest of 
His disciples, and a lunatic whom the disciples had tried 
in Tain to cure. And Jesus told them that it was be- 
cause of thehr want of fSakh in the divine poweir He had 
granted them, which they must seek by prayer and fast- 
ing, that they had been unable to cast out the devil. 
Then He rebuked the devil, and the child was healed. 

Coming then to Caphamaum, the tribute-gatherers 
fnked for the tribute whidi the government exacted from 
all the people. And Jesus shewed to His disciples that 
He, being no true servant of the kings of the earth, was 
bound to pay no tribute to them. Nevertheless, that 
He might not prejudice the people i^ainst His doctiine. 
He bade Peter go to the sea, and cast in a hook, Bsad 
open the mouth of the first fish he caught, and witii a 
piece of money which he there would find, pay the tri- 
bute that was demanded. 



Chap. XXIII. Jestis teaches hnmility, and to beware of giying 
scandal, and to forgive offences. 

About this time the disciples came to Jesus, saying: 
Who, thinkest Thou, is the greaitest in the kingdom of 
heaven ? And Jesus calling unto Him a little child, set 
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hSm in the midst of them, and said: Am^n I say onto 
yon* unless you be oonyerted^ and become as little childreny 
you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whos^ 
ever, therefore, shall humble himself as this little diild, he 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And he that 
shall receive one such little child in My name, receiveth Me. 

Then He warned them against putting scandals or 
temptations in the way of these httle ones, or of any ^ 
man whatsoever. He bade them cast away the dearest 
blessings they posmsssed, even though they loved them 
as their own eye8,lor hands, or feet, rathiHr than suffer 
these things to 1^ them to sin, and thus to plunge 
them into hell fire. See that you despke not. He said, 
one of these Utile ones : for I say to you, that their An- 
gels in heav^ always see the face of My Father who ia 
in heaven. For the Son of man is come to save that 
which was lost. What think you ? If a man have a 
hundred sheep, and one of them should go astray; doth 
he not leave the ninety-nine in the mountains, and 
go to seek that which is gone astray ? And if it be so 
that he find it, amen I say to you, he rejoiceth more for 
that dian for the ninety-nine that went not astray. Even 
so it is not the will of your Father, who is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish* 

Then again He gave authority to His disciples to 
forgive sins, and to refuse forgiveness to the impenitent; 
and with a parable taught Fetor that we are to forgive 
one another all our offences. Peter came to Him, and 
said : Lord, how often shall my brother ofiSend against 
me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus said 
to him : I say not to thee, till seven times ; but till se- 
venty times seven. Therefore is the kingdom of heaven 
likened to a king, who would take an account of his 
servants. And when he had begun to take the account, 
one was brought to him, that owed him ten thousand 
talents. And as he had not wherewidi to pay it^ his 
lord commanded that he should be sold, and his wife 
and children, and all that he had, and payment to be 
made. But that servant falling down, besought him, 
saying : Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

V 
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And the lord of Uiat servant, being moved with com- 
passion, let him go, and forgave him the debt. But 
when that servant was gone out, he found one of his 
fellow-servants that owed him a hundred pence, and 
laying hold of him, he throttled him, saying : Pay what 
thou owest. And his fellow-servant, falling down, be- 
sought him, saying : Have patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all. ^d he would not : but went and cast him 
into prison, till he should pay the debt. Now his fellow- 
servants seeing what was done, were very much grieved : 
and they came, and told their lord all that was done. 
Then his lord called him, and said to him : Thou wicked 
servant, I forgave thee all the debt, because thou be- 
soughtest me. Shouldst not thou then have had com- 
passion also on thy fellow -servant, even as I had com- 

Cdon on thee ? And his lord being angry, delivered 
to the torturers, until he should pay all the debt. 
So also shall my heavenly Father do to you, if you for- 
give not every one his brother from your hearts. 

In this parable the king represents Almighty Qod ; 
the debt of ten thousand talents, which is equal to about 
two million pounds sterling, the multitude and enormity 
of our sins against Gfod : while the hundred pence re- 
presents the sins of our neighbour against us, which in 
comparison with our offences against God are nothing. 
And as the cruel servant was cast into prison till he 
should pay his immense debt, which, indeed, he could 
never pay, so is the unforgiving soul cast into the eter- 
nal torments of hell. 



Chap. XXIV. Jeans goes to Jernsalem to the Feast of Taber- 
nacles. The mission of the Seventy-two. 

Our blessed Lord now finally left Galilee, and went to 
Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. At this 
festival, which was kept in the month of October, the 
people left their ordinary houses, and dwelt for eight 
days in booths or tents, or — as they are also called — 
tabernacles, to commemorate the time when they had 
dwelt in tents in the wildemess. 
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Passing through Samaria, in one Tillage the inha- 
bitants refused to receive Him, because He was journey- 
ing towards Jerusalem, the Samaritans being ever at 
enmity with the Jews. And the disciples James and 
John were roused to anger, and asked to be allowed to 
call down fire from heaven upon the guilty place. But 
Jesus forbade them, and said. Ye know not what man- 
ner of spirit ye are of. The Son of Man is not come to 
destroy men's lives, but to save them. 

After this, Jesus chose out seventy-two of His dis- 
ciples, and gave them a commission to preach the Oos- 

Sel, sending them out two and two, in perfect poverty, 
epending upon the gifts of those to whom they preached 
for their support. 

And as He journeyed on towards Jerusalem, at the 
entrance of a certain town there met Him ten men that 
were lepers, who stood afar off: and they lifted up their 
voice, saying : Jesus, master, have mercy on us. And 
when He saw them. He said : Oo, shew yourselves to 
the priests ; for thus it was ordered in the law of Moses 
in tne case of persons who were healed of the leprosy. 
And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were 
cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was 
cleansed, went back, with a loud voice glorifying C^d^ 
And he fell on his face before His feet, giving thanks : 
and this man was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering 
said : Were there not ten made dean ? and where are 
the nine ? There is no one found to return, and give 
glory to God, but this stranger. And He said to him : 
Arise, go thy way : for thy raith hath made thee whole. 

When lie reached Jerusalem, there was a great 
excitement among the people respecting Him. Many 
wondered, and believed Him to come from God ; others 
treated Him as a deceiver, and charged Him with break- 
ing the Sabbath, because He healed the sick on the Sab- 
bath-day. On the last day of the feast of tabernacles, 
when it was the custom to fetch water from the pool 
of Siloam with great rejoicings to pour upon the 
altar. He stood and cried aloud to the people. If any 
man thirsty let him come to Me and dnnk. He that 
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believeth in Me, as the Scripture mth. Out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of limg water. And this He spoke of 
the Holy Spirit, who would he given in all its fulness to 
His disciples afta: He Hiniself should be risen from the 
dead, and ascended into heaven. The chief priests and 
Pharisees also sought to seise Hun, abh(»rring His teach- 
ing, and jealous ^ His authority with the people : but 
His hour was not yet come. And when the feast was 
ended, Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 



Chip. XXV. The Woman taken in adulieiy. The Jews seek 
to stone Jesus. 

And early in the morning, He came again into the tem- 
ple : and all the people came to Him, and sitting He 
taught them. And the Scribes and Pharisees bring to 
Him a woman taken in adultery ; and they set her in 
the midst, and said to Him : Master, this woman was 
even now taken in adultery. Now Moses in the law 
commanded us to stone such a one. But what sayest 
Thou? And tins they said, tempting Him, that they 
might accuse Him. But Jesus, stooping down, wrote 
iriSi His finger on the ground. And when they con* 
tinned asking Him» He lifted up Himself and said to 
them : He that is without sin among you, let him first 
east a stone at her. And again He stooped down, and 
wrote on the ground. But they, hearing this, went out 
Qne by one, beginning from the eldest : and Jesus alone 
i:emained, and the woman standing in the midst. Then 
Jesus lifting up Himself, said to her: Woman, where 
are they that accused thee ? Hath no man condemned 
thee ? And she said : No man. Lord. And Jesus said r 
Neither will I condemn thee* GK>, and now ain no more.. 
Eor He knew that this woman, though a great sinner> 
^as now penitent, and that her accusecs had sought 
only to bring Him into difficulties, by leading Him to 
say that she ought to be put to death, while the Romans 
never sufiered the Jews to put any to death by their owa 
ajjthority. . 
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And as He went on condemning the unbelieying 
Jews for their hypocrisy, in calling themselyes Abra^ 
ham's children, while they did the deeds of the devil, 
tiiey were the more enraged. And He said to them : If 
a man keep My word, he shall not see death for ever. 
The Jews, therefore, said: Now we know that Thou 
hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets : and 
Thou sayest : If any man keep My word, he shaU not 
taste death for ever. Art Thoa greater than our Mhet 
Abraham, who is dead? and t£e prophets are dead. 
Whom dost Thou make Thyself? Jesus answered: If 
I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing : it is My Father 
that glorifieth Me, of whomyou say that He is your €^d. 
And you have not known mm : but I know Him : and 
if I should say that I know Him not, I should be like 
to you, a liar. But I know Him, and keep His word. 
Abraham your father rejoiced that he might see My 
day : he saw it, and was glad. The Jews &en said to 
Him: Thou art not yet fifty years old ; and hast Thoti 
seen Abraham? Jesus saith to them. Amen, amen I 
sa^ to you, before Abraham was made, I am. He called 
Hunself by the incommunicable title, I am, which be* 
longs to the Eternal €^d alone, because He was Himself 
co-etemal and co-equal with the Father. But the heart 
of the Jews was hardened, and they charged Him with 
blasphemy, and would have stoned Him, but He mira- 
culously passed through the midst of them, and de- 
parted from the temple. 



Chap. XXYL The Parable of the good Samaritan. Martha 
and Mary. Jesus teaches His discipfos to pray. The Seyenty- 
two return. 

Affer this a certain lawyer thought to confound Jesus, 
by asking questions which He could not answer. He 
said to Him, Master, what must I do to possess eternal 
life ? But He said to him : What is written in the law? 
how readest thou ? He answering said : Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy 
whole soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
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mind ; and thy neighbour as thyself. And He said to 
him : Thou hast answered right : this do, and thou shalt 
live. 

But the lawyer, wishing to excuse his own disobe- 
dience to the law which he already knew, professed that 
he did not know who were to be called hils neighbours. 
And Jesus answering, said : A certain man went down 
j&om Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, who 
also stripped him, and having wounded hun, went away, 
leaving hun half dead. And it happened that a certain 
priest went down the same way: and seeing him, he 
passed by. In like manner, also, a Levite, when he was 
near the place, and saw him, passed by. But a certain 
Samaritan, being on his journey, came near him : and 
seeing him, was moved with compassion ; and going up 
to him, bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine ; 
and setting him upon his own beast, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. And the next day he took 
out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said : 
Take care of him ; and whatsoever thou shalt spend 
over and above, I at my return wiU repay thee. Which 
of these three, in thy opinion, was neighbour to him 
that fell among the robbers ? But he said : He that 
shewed mercy to him. And Jesus said to him : €ro, 
and do thou in like manner. 

Jesus now visited Bethania, a village near Jerusalem, 
and here dwelt two women, Martha and Mary, with 
their brother Lazarus. With these He stayed awhile, 
Mary seating herself at Jesus' feet, and listening to his 
instruction, while Martha busied herself about preparing 
the supper, on which she was so much occupied, that, 
she cared little for the spiritual food which her sister 
sought for. At length she came to Jesus, and said. 
Lord, hast Thou no care that my sister hath left me 
alone to serve? speak to her, therefore, that she help 
me. And the Lord answering, said to her: Martha, 
Martha, thou art careful, and art troubled about many 
things. But one thing is necessary. Mary hath chosen 
the best part, which shall not be taken away from her. 
Not that Martha's conduct was in itself wrong, but that 



Digitized by Google 



BK. VI.] 



t>X7B LORD JB8U8 CHRIST. 



295 



her mind was too completely taken up with her worldly 
duties ; while Mary, who was not compelled hj duty to 
busy herself in her household, did well in giving her 
whole thoughts to the words of Him who vouchsafed to 
visit her. 

And it came to pass that, as He was prating in a 
certain place, when He ceased, one of his disciples said 
to Him : Lord; teach us to pray, as John also taught 
his disciples. And He said to them : When you pray, 
say: Father, haUowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our sins : for we also forgive every one that is in* 
debted to us. And lead us not into temptation. 

And He said to them : Which of you shall have a 
friend, and shall go to him at midnight, and shall say 
to him : Friend, lend me three loaves : for a friend of 
mine is come off his journey to me, and I have nothing 
to set before him. And he from within shall answer 
and say : Trouble me not : the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed ; I cannot rise and give 
thee. Yet, if he shall continue knocking, I say to you, 
although he will not rise and give him because he is his 
friend, yet because of his importunity, he will rise, and 
give him as many as he needeth. And I say to you : 
Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and you shall 
find : knock, and it shall be opened to you. For every 
one that asketh, receiveth : and he that seeketh, find- 
eth : and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. 
And which of you, if he ask his father bread, wiU he 
give him a stone ? or a fish, will he for a fish give him 
a serpent? or if he shall ask an egg, will he reach him 
a scorpion ? If you, then, being evQ, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father from heaven give the good Spirit to them that 
ask Him? 

And the seventy-two returned with joy, saying : 
Lord, the devils also are subject to us in thy name. 
And He said to them : I saw Satan as lightning falling 
from heaven. Behold, I have given you power to tread 
upon serpents, and scorpions, and upon all the power 
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of the enemy : and nothii^ aball hurt yoo. But yei 
rejoice not in this, that tpirits are subject nnto ycm: 
but rejoice in this, that your names are written in 
heayen. In that same hour He rejoiced in the Holy 
Ghosty and said : I give thanks to Thee, Father, Lord 
of heayen and earth, that Thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast reyealed them to 
litde ones. Yea, Father: because so it hath pleased 
Thee. All things are deHyered to Me by My Father : 
and no one knoweth who the Son is» but the Father; 
and who the Father is, but the Son, and to whom the 
Son will reyeal Him. And turning to His disciples. He 
said: Blessed are the eyes that see the things which 
you see. For I say to you, that many prophets and 
kings haye desired to see the things that you see, and 
haye not seen them ; and to hear the things that you 
hear, and haye not heard them. 



Chap. XXYIL A man born blind healed on the Sabbath. 

And as Jesus was walking. He saw a man who was 
blind from his birth. And His disciples asked Him s 
Babbi, who hath sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he should be bom blind? For they supposed that if 
this blindness was not a punishment for his parents* 
sins, he must haye existed in some former state, and 
there committed the sins for which he was now chas- 
tised. But Jesus answered: Neither hath this man 
sinned, nor his parents ; but that the works of Cbd 
should be made manifest in him. I must work the 
works of Him that sent Me, whilst it is day : the ni^t 
Cometh, when no man can work. As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world. When He had 
said these things, He spat on the ground, and made 
clay of the spittle, and spread the day upon his eyes : 
and said to him : Qo, wash in the pool of Siloe (which 
is interpreted. Sent). He went, therefore, and washed ; 
and he came seeing. 

The neighbours, therefore, and they who had seen 
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him before that he was a beggar, said : Is not this he 
that sat and begged? Some said: This is he. And 
others : No, but he is like him. But he said : I am 
he. They said, therefore, to him : How were thy eyes 
opened ? He answered : That man who is called Jesus 
made day, and anointed my eyes, and said to me : Gk> 
to the pool of Siloe, and wash. And I went, I washed^ 
and I see. And they said to him : Where is he ? He 
saith: I know not. They bring him that had been 
blind to the Pharisees. Now it was the sabbath when 
Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. Again, 
therefcHre, the Pharisees asked him how he had received 
his sight. But he said to them : He put day upon my 
eyes, and I washed, and I see. Some, therefore, of the 
Pharisees said : TMs man is not of God, who keepeth 
not the sabbath. But others said : How can a man thai 
is a sinner do such mirades ? And there was a diyiuon 
among them. They say, therefore, to the blind mao 
again : What sayest thou of him ^at hath <^ned thy 
eyes ? And he said : He is a prophet. The Jews then 
Old not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, 
and had received his s^ht, until they called the parents 
of him that had received his sight, and asked them, 
saying : Is this your son, whom you say was bom blind? 
How then doth he now see? His parents answered 
them, and said : We know that this is our son, and that 
he was bom blind : but how he now seeth, we know 
not : or who hath opened his eyes, we know not : ask 
himself : he b of age ; let him speak for himself. 

These things h^ parents said, because they feared 
the Jews i for ti^e Jews had already agreed among them- 
selves, that if any man should confess Eim to be Christ, 
he should be put out of the i^agogue. Therefore did 
his parents say: He is of. age; ask himself. They, 
therefore, callea the man again tluit had been blind, and 
said to him : Give glory to GU>d. We know that this 
man is a sinner. He said then to them : If he be a 
sinner, I know not : one thing I know ; that where* 
as I was blind, I now see. ^en they said to him : 
What did he to thee? How did he open thy eyes? He 
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Bnswered them : I have told you already, and you have 
heard: why wonld you hear it again? will you also 



eaid : Be thou his disciple : hut we are the disciples of 
Moses. We know that God spoke to Moses : hut as to 
this man, w^e know not from whence he is. The man 
answered, and said to them : For in this is a wonderful 
thing, that you know not from whence he is, and he 
hath opened my eyes : now we know that God doth not 
hear sinners : hut if a man he a worshipper of €^d, and 
doeth His will, him He heareth. From the heginning 
of the world it hath not heen heard, that any man hath 
opened , the eyes of one horn hlind. Unless this man 
were of God, he could not do any thing. They an- 
swered, and said to him: Thou wast wholly horn in 
sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 
Jesus heard that they had cast him out : and when He 
had found him. He said to him i Dost thou helieve in 
the Son of God? He answered, and said: Who is He, 
Lord, that I may helieve in Him?: And Jesus said to 
him : Thou hast hoth seen Him, and it is He who talketh 
with thee. And he said : I helieve,- Lord. And falling 
down, he adored Him. 



After these things, Jesus taught the people that. He 
alone was their Master, and that He alone would shew 
that He was the good Shepherd, hecause He would lay 
down His life for them. And as He declared that He 
and His Father were one, the Jews again sought to. Atone 
Him, hut He escaped their hands^ and erossed the river 
Jordan to Bethabara, and there for a while remained. 

While He was there^ Lazarus, the brother^of Martha 
and Mary, fell grievously sick. And his Msters sent 
to Jesus, saying, LcMrd, .behold, he whom Thou lovest is 
sick. And Jesus hearing it, said to them : This sick- 
ness is not unto death,. but for the glory of God: that 
the Son of God may, be glorified by. it* Now Jesua 




They reviled him, therefore, and 
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loved Martha, and her sister Mary, and Lazarus. When 
He had heard, therefore, that he was sick. He still re- 
mained in the same place two days. And after that He 
said to His disciples : Oar friend Lazarus sleepeth : hut 
I go that I may awake him out of ideep. His disciples, 
therefore, said : Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. But 
Jesus spoke of his death : and they thought that He 
spoke of the repose of sleep.. Then,, therefore, Jesus 
said to them plainly : Lazarus is dead : and I am glad,^ 
for your sake, that I was not there, that you may he-^ 
lieve : but let us go to him. Then Thomas, who i» 
called Didymus, said to his fellow-disciples : Let us also 
go, that we may die with him. So Jesus came; and 
found that he had been four days already in the grave. 

And many of the Jews were ^come to Mart£a and 
Mary, to comfbrt them t;onceming their brother, Mar^ 
tha, therefore, as soon as she heard that Jeaus was come^ 
went to meet him : but Marpsat at home. And Martha 
said to Jesus : Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died : but now also I know that whatsoever 
Thou wilt ask of God, God will give it Thee. Jesua 
saith to her: Thy brother shall rise again. Martha 
saith to Him : I know that he shaU rise again in th& 
resurrection at the last day. Jesus said to her: I am^ 
the resurrection and the hfe : lie that believ.eth in Me^ 
although he be dea4 shall live : > and . every one that 
liveth, and believeth in Me, shall not die for ever. Be-^ 
lievest thou this? She saith to Him: Yea, Lord, L 
have believed that Thou art Christ, the Son of the 
living God, who art come into this world. And when, 
she had said these, things, she went, and called her 
sister Mary secretly, saying: The Master is come, and 
calleth for thee. She« as soon as she heard this, riseth 
quickly, and^ cometh to Him. For Jesus was not yet 
come into the town t but He was vStiU in that place 
where Martha , had met Him. The Jews, therefore, 
who were with her m the house, and comforted her, 
when they saw Mary that she rose up speedily and went 
out, followed her, saying : She goeth to the sepulchre 
to weep there. When Mary, therefore, was come where. 
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Jesus was, seeing Him, she fdl down at His feet, and 
saith to Him : Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died. 

When Jesus, therefore, saw her weeping, and the 
Jews that were come with her weeping, He groaned in 
the spirit, and troubled Himself, and said : Where have 
you laid him ? They say to Him : Lord, come and see* 
And Jesus wept. The Jews, therefore, said : Behold 
how He loved him. But some of them said : Could not 
He that opened the eyes of the man bom blind, have 
caused that this man should not die ? Jesus, therefore, 
again groaning in Himself, cometh to the sepulchre: 
now it was a cave : and a stone was laid over it. Jesus 
saith : Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of him 
that was dead, saith unto Him : Lord, by this time he 
stinketh ; for he is now of four days. Jesus saith to 
her: Did I not say to thee, that if thou wilt beUeve, 
thou shalt see the glory of Ood ? They took, therefore, 
the stone away. And Jesus lifting up His eyes, said : 
Father, I give Thee thanks that Thou hast heard Me. 
And I knew that Thou hearest Me always ; but because 
of the people, who stand about, have I said it ; that they 
may believe that Thou hast sent Me. When He had 
said these things. He cried with a loud voice : Lazarus, 
come forth. And presently he that had been dead came 
forth, bound feet and hands with winding-bands, and 
his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus said 
to them : Loose him, and let him go. 

Many, therefore, of the Jews, who were come to 
Mary and Martha, and had seen the things that Jesus 
did, believed in Him. But some of them went to the 
Pharisees, and told them the things that Jesus had done. 
The chief priests, therefore, and the Pharisees gathered 
a council, and said : What do we, for this man doeth 
many miracles ? If we let Him alone so, all men will 
believe in Him : and the Romans will come, and take 
away our place and nation. But one of them, named 
Caiphas, being the high-priest of that year, said to 
them : You know nothing at all. Neither do you con- 
sider that it is expedient for you that one man should 
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die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 
And this he spoke not of himself : but being the high 
priest of that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die 
for the nation; and not only for the nation, but to 
gather together in one the children of God, that were 
dispersed. From that day^ therefore, they devised to 
put Him to death. 



Chap. XXIX. Jesus heals on the Sabbath-day. He teaches 
humility and the loTe of God to sinners. 

On a certain sabbath-day Jesus was teaching in one of 
the synagogues; and there was a woman who had a 
spirit of infirmity eighteen years: and she was bent 
£>wn, and could not look upwards at all. And when 
Jesus saw her. He called her to Him, and said to her : 
Woman, thou art delivered from thy infirmity. And He 
laid his hands upon her, and immediately she was made 
straight, and glorified God. And the ruler of the syna- 
gogue, being angry that Jesus had healed on the aabbath, 
answering, said to the multitude : There are six days 
wherein you ought to work : in them therefore come, 
and be healed, and not on the sabbath-day. And the 
Lord Miswering him, said: Ye hypocrites, doth not 
every one of you on the sabbath-day loose his ox or his 
ass from the manger, and lead them to water? And 
ought not this daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond 
on the sabbath-day ? And when He said these things, 
all His adversaries were ashamed: and all the people 
rejoiced for aU the things that were gloriously done by 
Him. 

And a certain man asked Him if there would be few 
who would be saved. And J esus bade him strive with all 
his powers for salvation, because the gate to heaven is 
narrow, and few enter therein. And He declared, that 
|n the last awful day, multitudes from the Gentiles should 
appear among the elect, and enter into heaven with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, while so many of the Jews^ 
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who boasted of being Abraham's children, were cast out 
for ever. And He cried to the city Jerusalem, Jera- 
salem, Jerusalem, that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them that are sent to thee, how often would I haye 
gathered thy children, as the bird doth her brood under 
her wings, and thou wouldst not? Behold, your house 
shall be left to you desolate. 

And it came to pass when Jesus went into the house 
of a certain prince of the Pharisees on the sabbath-day 
to eat bread, that they were watching Him. And behold, 
there was a certain man before Him that had the dropsy. 
And Jesus answering, spoke to the lawyers and Phari* 
sees, saying: Is it lawM to heal on the sabbath-day? 
But they held their peace. But He taking him, healed 
him, and sent him away. And answering them. He said : 
Which of you whose ass or his ox shaU fall into a pit, 
and will not immediately draw him out on the sabbath- 
day ? And they could not answer Him to these things. 

Then He taught them humility by a parable addressed 
to persons invited to a feast, marking how they chose 
the first seats at the table, saying to them : When thou 
art invited to a wedding, sit not down in the highest 
place, lest perhaps one more honourable than thou be 
mvited by him : and he who invited thee and him come 
and say to thee : Give place to this man ; and then thou 
begin with blushing to take the lowest place. But when 
thou art invited, go, sit down in the lowest place : that 
when he who invited thee cometh, he may say to thee s 
Friend, go up higher. Then shalt thou have glory before 
them that sit at table with thee. Because every one 
that exalteth himself shall be hombled; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

And there went great multitudes with Him : and turn* 
ing, He said to them : If any man come to Me, and hate 
not his father and mother, and wife and children, and 
brethren and sisters, yea and his own life also, he cannot 
be My disciple. Not meaning that we are really to hate 
our friends and kindred, but that our love to them is to 
be as nothing when compared with our love to Christ ; 
and that every earthly affection and duty, and even life 
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itself, is to be given up, when it opposes that which 
is the will of God. For there is no way to follow 
Christ but by willingly enduring, for His sake, all those 
sufferings which are to us like that cross on which 
He died. 

And in other parables He taught them with what love 
He himself sought their salvation, and what joy there is 
among the angels in heaven when sinners are converted. 
The Pharisees were murmuring against Him for receiving 
the publicans and sinners who flocked to hear Him, and 
He reproved them, saying. What man is there that hath 
a hundred sheep, who if he shall lose one of them, doth 
not leave the ninety-nine in the desert, and go after 
that which was lost until he find it ? And when he hath 
found it, doth he not lay it upon his shoulders, rejoicing ; 
and, coming home, caU together his friends and neigh- 
bours, saying to them : Rejoice with me, because I have 
found my sheep that was lost? I say to you, that even 
so there shall be joy in heaven upon one sinner that 
doth penance, more than upon ninety-nine just, who 
need not penance. Or what woman, having ten groats, 
if she lose one groat, doth not light a candle and sweep 
the house, and seek dihgently till she find it? And 
when she hath found it, call together her friends and 
neighbours, saying: Rejoice widi me, because I have 
found the groat which I had lost. So, I say to you, 
there shall be joy before the angels of Grod upon one 
sinner doing penance. 



Chap. XXX. The Parable of the Prodigal Sod. 

In another parable Jesus also taught them the great 
mercy of God to the penitent sinner. A certain man. 
He said, had two sons : and the younger of them said 
to his father : Father, give me the portion of substance 
that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his sub- 
stance. And not many days after, the younger son 
gathering all together, went abroad into a far country, 
and there wasted his substance by liying riotously. 
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And after he bad spent all, there came a mighty 
£unme in that country, and he began to be in want. 
And he went, and joined himself to one of the citizens 
of that coontrj. And he sent him into his fiurm, to feed 
swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with the 
bosks the swine did eat : and no man gave unto him. 
And returning to himself, he said: How many hired 
senrants in my £ftther^s house haye plenty of bread, and 
I here perish with hunger? I will arise, and will go 
to my father, and say to him : Father, I hare sinned 
against heayra, and before thee : I am not now worthy 
to be called thy son : make me as one of thy hired 
serrants. And, rising up, he went to his father. And 
when he was yet a great way off, his £iither saw him, and 
was moyed with compassion, and, running to him, fell 
upon hb neck, and kissed him. And the son said to 
bun : Father, I haye sinned against heayen and before 
thee : I am not now worthy to be called thy son. But 
the father said to his seryants : Bring forth quickly the 
first robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
band, and shoes on his feet : and bring hither the fatted 
ealf, and kill it, and let us eat and make merry : be- 
cause this my son was dead, and is come to life again : 
he was lost, and is found. And they b^an to be merry. 
Now his elder son was in the field : and when he came, 
and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing : 
and he called one of the seryants, and asked what these 
things meant. And he said to him : Thy brother ia 
come, and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because 
he hath received him safe. And he was angry, and 
would not go in. His father, therefore, coming out, 
began to entreat him. And he answering, said to his 
&ther : Behold, for so many years I serye thee, and I 
haye neyer transgressed thy commandment; and yet 
thou hast neyer giyen me a kid to make merry with my 
friends : but as soon as this thy son is come, who hath 
devoured his substance with harlots, thou hast killed for 
him the fatted calf. But he said to him : Son, thou art 
f^ways with me ; and all I have is thine. But it was fit 
that we should make merry and be glad ; for this thy 
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farotker was dead, and ia come to life again : lie was lost 
and is found. 

Saeh is the goodness of God to those who, hayisig 
been made His children by baptism, when they grow up 
leare their Other's houae for the sinful enjoyments of the 
world (whidi are at die best but like the husks which 
met the fsod of swine), and filing into mortal sin, after- 
wacds repent and hmnble themselves, and seek readmis- 
fo/m to the home they have deserted. In tiie sacrament 
of jpenanoe, God as it were embraces them and falls on 
iheir nedk, and dotlws them with that grace whidi is 
4iie necessuy garment of all His faithM children ; and 
thongh, like the elder brother of the prodigal, some who 
have never fallen away are f ooliah and selfish enough to 
murmur, there is joy over their reception both among 
the saints on earth and among the ai^eb and saints in 
heaven* 



Chap. XXXL Tlie Xhjnt^ Stew«rd. Hie Rich Man 
•odLtnnifl. 

And Jesus said also to His disciples : There was a CCTtain 
nch man, who had a steward : and the same was accused 
unto him, that he had wasted his goods. And he called 
him, and said to him : What is thu I hear of thee ? give 
an account of thy stewardship : for now thou canst not 
be steward. And the steward said within himself: 
What shall I do, for my lord taketh away from me the 
stewardship? To dig I am not able: to beg I am 
ashamed. I know what I wiU do, that when I shall be 
put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into 
Iheir houses. Therefore, calling together every one of 
his lord's debtors, he said to the first : How much dost 
thou owe my lord ? But he said : A hundred barrels of 
oil. And he said to him : Take thy bill, and sit down 
quickly, and write My. Then he said to another : And 
how much dost thou owe ? Who said : A hundred 
quarters of wheat. He said to him : Take thy bHl, and 
write eighty. And the lord commended the unjust 
ateward, forasmuch as he had done wisely : for the chil- 
dren of this world are wiser in their gaieration than die 

X 
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children of light. And I say to jon : Make to yonr- 
sehes friends of the mammon of miquity ; that when 
you shall fail, they may receive you into everlastrng 
dwellings. 

And thus our Lord teaches us, not to imitate the dis- 
honesty of this steward, hut only his wisdom in employ- 
ing the good things of this world so as hest to secure the 
ohject he aimed at. He aimed at worldly prosperity, 
and therefore tried to make friends of his master's 
dehtors, hy suffering them to cheat his master of a part 
of the goods they owed him. We aim at eternal happi- 
ness, and it is for us to use the wealth which God has 
put into our hands in such a way, that though to the 
ungodly it is a mammon of ini<|ui1y, to us it may he the 
means of securing an increase m our reward in heaven. 
To employ riches for our own pleasure only, and at 
the same time to serve God, is impossible. No servant, 
says our Lord, can serve two masters ; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other ; or he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other : you cannot serve God and 
mammon. 

And then, in another parable, Jesus taught them the 
end of all these things, and the last state of the ungodly 
rich and the devout poor. There was a certain rich 
man. He said, who was clothed in purple and fine hnen, 
and feasted sumptuously every day. And there was a 
certain beggar, by name Lazarus, who lay at his gate, 
full of sores, desiring to be filled with the crumbs that 
fell from the rich man's table ; and no one did give him : 
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it 
came to pass that the beggar died, and he was carried by 
the angels into Abraham's bosom. And the rich man 
also died : and he was buried in hell. And, lifting up 
his eyes, when he was in torments, he saw Abraham afar 
ofi*, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried, and said : 
Father Abraham, have merc^ on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, to cool my 
tongue, for I am tormented in this flame. And Abraham 
said to him: Son, remember that thou didst receive 
good things in thy lifetime^ and likewise Lazarus evil 
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things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tor- 
mented. And, besides all this, between us and you 
there is fixed a great chaos : so that they who would 
pass from hence to you, cannot, nor from thence come 
hither. And he said : Then, Father, I beseech thee that 
thou wouldst send him to my father's house : for I have 
five brethren : that he may testify to them, lest they also 
come into this place of torments. And Abraham said to 
him : They have Moses and the prophets : let them hear 
them. But he said : No, father Abraham : but if one 
went to them from the dead, they wiU do penance. And 
he said to him : If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they believe if one rise again from the dead. 

Thus we learn, not only how impossible it is that 
our state should be changed, when once the moment of 
death is passed, but how vain it is to look for the miracu- 
lous conversion of those who resist the ordinary instruc- 
tion which God gives by His appointed ministers. And 
thus it was with the Jews who heard our Lord's words. 
Even when He Himself did rise from the dead, they 
hardened themselves in their unbelief, as obstinately as 
while they had received only the warnings in the writmgs 
of Moses and the prophets. 



Chap. XXXIL The Pharisee and the Fublican. It is hard for 
the rich to be sayed. The Labourers in the Vineyard. 

Then Jesus taught His disciples to beware of causing 
scandals to weak believers, that is, of doing anything 
needlessly which might cause them to sin. And He 
bade them never grow weary in forgiving those who 
sinned against them, and afterwards repented. And the 
Pharisees began to question him as to the signs by which 
they might know when the last great day was at hand. 
And He said to them that it would come as swiftly as the 
lightning darts from one end of the heavens to the other, 
while the affairs of this hfe are going on, just as the flood 
came in the days of Noah, and Sodom was destroyed in 
the days of Lot. 
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And to some who trmted in tbemselyes as just, and 
despised others. He spoke also this parable : Two men 
went up into the temple to pr^ : the one a Pharisee, and 
the other a puUican. The Pharisee standing, prayed 
thus with himself : God, I giye thee thanks that I am 
not as the rest of men, extortionm, nnjust, adulterers, 
nor such as this publi(»n. I fast twice in the week : I 
give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, 
standing afar off, would not so much as lift his eyes to- 
wards heayen ; but struck his breast, saying : God, 
be merciful to me a sinner. I say to you, this man went 
down to his house just^ed rather than the other : be- 
cause eyery one that ezalteth himself, shall be humbled ; 
and he that humbleth himself, shall be exalted. 

Then the Pharisees came, and sought to entrap him 
into saving something a^dnst the law of Moses, asking 
him whether a man mi^t be divorced from his wife, 
which was allowed in certain cases by the Mosaic law. 
Jesus answered* that Grod had made a man and his wife 
to be one fle^, and that, though for adultery they might 
be separated, yet neither party might marry again whik 
tiie other Uvea. The permission to marry again whidi 
Moses had given, was because of the hardness of heart of 
the Jews, and because they had not received those Chris- 
tian gifts of grace which, under the Gospel, would enable 
men to overcome the most violent of temptations. 

Then were little children presented to Him, that He 
should lay His hands upon them, and pray. And the 
disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said to them : Suffer 
the httle children, and forbid them not to come to Me : 
for the kingdom of heaven is for such. And when He 
had laid His hands upon them. He departed thence. 

And a certain ruler asked Him, What shall I do to 
inherit eternal life? And Jesus said: Thou knoweat 
the commandments: Thou shalt not kill: ThovL shak 
not commit adultery : Thou shalt not steal : Thou shalt 
not bear false witness : Honour thy father and thy mo- 
ther. And he said : All 4heae I have kept from my 
youth. Now when Jesus had heard this, He said to him : 
Yet one thing is wanting to thee : sell all that thou hast, 
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and ghe to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven : and come, follow Me. He, having heard these 
things, was sorrowiid : for he was very rich. Not that 
onr blessed Lord meant that it is the duty of er^ Chris* 
tian actually to sell all his goods, and give the produce 
to the poor ; thourh it is the duty of every one to be 
ready to do this, wnen Almighty God calls him to the 
sacrifice. In the case of this ruler, Jesus, knowing hit 
heart, gave him that command which would try his sin* 
cerity to the root ; and when he was tried, he was found 
wanting. Whatever be our vocation, whether to serve 
God in riches or in poverty, married or single, as lay* 
men, priests, or in the monastic life, it is for us to take 
heed that we obey the voice of Jesus, to whatsoever He 
may call us. 

And Jesus, seeing the ruler depart in sorrow, said : 
How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God. For it is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of Grod. And they that heard it said i 
Who, then, can be saved ? He said to them : The things 
that are impossible with men, are possible with God. 
What is utterly impossible to nature, is even easy under 
the influence of the grace of Jesus Christ. 

And Peter said : Behold, we have left all things, and 
have followed Thee. And He said to them : Amen I say 
to you, there is no man that hath left house, or parents, 
or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of 
God's sake, who shall not receive much more in this 
mresent time, and in the world to come, life everlasting. 
But many that are first shall be last, imd the last shiul 
be first. 

For the kingdom of heaven is like to a master of a 
family, who went out early in the morning to hire la- 
bourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed 
with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into 
his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour ; 
and saw others standing idle in the market-place. And 
he said to them : Go you also into my vineyard ; and I 
will give you what shall be just. And they went their 
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way. And again he went out aboat the sixth and the 
ninth hour; and did in like manner. But about the 
eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing ; 
and he saith to them : Why stand you here all the d&y 
idle ? They say to him : Because no man hath hired us. 
He saith to them : Go you also into my vineyard. And 
when evening was come, the lord of the vineyard saith 
to his steward : Call the labourers, and pay them their 
hire, beginning from the last even to the first. When, 
therefore, they came, who had come about the eleventh 
hour, they received every man a penny. But when the 
first also came, they thought that they should have re- 
ceived more : and they likewise received every man a 
penny. And when they received it, they murmured 
against the master of the house, saying : These last have 
worked but one hour : and thou hast made them equal 
to us, that have borne the burden of the day and the 
heats. But he, answering one of them, said. Friend, I 
do thee no wrong : didst thou not agree with me for 
a penny ? Take what is thine, and go thy way : I will 
also give to this last even as to thee. Or is it not lawful 
for me to do what I will ? Is thy eye evil, because I 
am good ? So shall the last be first, and the first last. 
For many are called, but few chosen. 

Thus it is that God rewards with the fulness of His 
blessings those who obey His call, wheresoever He calls 
them. Whether like the Jews, who were called at the 
first hour ; or like the Gentiles, later in the day ; or like 
the last heathen nations who shall be converted before 
the end of the world; or whether they are called in 
childhood, in youth, in manhood, or in old age, the 
highest rewards are within their reach, if they obey the 
call, whensoever it comes to them. It is not for us to 
dictate to Almighty God when or how He will call this 
person or that, or to complain that He requires of us a 
long and laborious service, while others are taken to 
their reward almost before they have known what trial 
is. It is for God to do what He wills with His own ; 
and for us to rejoice that we ourselves are called at all, 
and to make our calling and election sure. 
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Chap. XXXIII. The Prayer of James and John. Zacheos. 
The Parable of the Pounds. 

Jbsus now going up to Jerusalem, took the tweke dis- 
ciples apart, and said to them: Behold, we go up to 
Jerusalem : and the Son of man shall he betrayed to the 
chief priests and to the Scribes : and they shall condemn 
Him to death ; and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to 
be mocked, and to be scourged, and to be crucified : and 
the third day. He shall rise again. 

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to 
Him with their mother, and entreated Him to give them 
the highest place in that kingdom which they supposed 
He was about to establish upon earth. For, ID^e the 
rest of the Jews, they imagined that the kingdom of the 
Messias was to be an earthly monarchy, in which Jesus 
would reign, surrounded with all the pomp and power 
of this world. And Jesus said to them. You know not 
what you ask. They did not understand that they who 
were first in Christ's kingdom of spiritual glory must be 
first in suffering, and drink deep of that cup of sorrow 
which their Master was about to drain to the dregs, and 
be baptised with that baptism of fire and torment which 
He would undergo in atoning for the sins of man. And 
He asked them if they were able to drink of this cup, and 
be baptised with this baptism. And they scarcely know- 
ing what they promised, said. We are able. And Jesus 
answered, that they should indeed share these things 
with Him, but that the highest places in His kingdom 
could not be given away in return for any person's peti- 
tion, but were to be disposed of according to the eternal 
purposes of the Father. 

And when they went out from Jericho, a great mul- 
titude followed Him. And, behold, two blind men, sit- 
ting by the wayside, heard that Jesus passed by : and 
they cried out, saying: Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on us. And the multitude rebuked them that 
they should hold their peace. But they cried out the 
more, saying : Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us. 
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And Jesus stood still, and called them ; and said : What 
will ye that I should do to you ? They say to Him : 
Lord, that our eyes may he opened. And Jesus, haying 
compassion on them, touched their eyes. And immedi- 
ately they receiyed nght, and followed Him. 

And there was a certaiii man, by name Zachens: 
and this was the ehief of the publicans : ai^d he was 
rich. And he sought to see Jesus, who He was : and 
he could not for the crowd; because he was little oi 
stature. And he ran befOTe, and climbed up into a 
sycamore-tree, that he might see Him : for He was to 
pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He 
looked up, and saw him, and said to him: Zacheus, 
make haste and come down : for to-day I must abide in 
thy house. And he made hrate and came down, and 
receiyed Him witii joy. And when they all saw it, they 
murmured, saying : that He was gone to be guest with 
a man that is a sinner. But Zacheus stood, and said 
to the Lord : B^old, Lord, the half of my goods I giye 
to the poor: and if I haye wronged any man of any 
thing, I re&tare him four-fold. Jesus said to him : This 
day is sanation come to this house : because he also is a 
son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to saye that which was lost. 

And as there were many who supposed that the 
kingdom of Christ in all its glory was about speedily to 
appear, Jesus spake mother paraUe, to teach them that 
He Himself was about to depart from this worid ; that 
many years or ages must pass before He returned ; and 
tiiat, in the mean time, His seryants were to labour in 
His sendee, until He should come and take account 
with all at the great day of reckoning. He represented 
Himself as a nobleman who went into a far country to 
take possession of a kingdom, and who gave to each of 
his seryants a sum of money to trade with during hk 
absence. On his return, he called them all before him, 
and to one, who had gained ten pounds by his diligence 
and care, he gaye a proportionate reward : to another 
who had guned fiye pounds, he gaye a reward equal to 
his merits ; and a third, who had laid up his pound in a 
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Bapldn, and tried to ezcme hk idleness by pretending 
that he feared his lord's severity^ he condemned to the 
punishment he had deserred. 

And when Jesns had thus spoken. He went up to- 
wards Jerusalem. 



Chap. XXXIY. Jesus enters in Jerasalem. 

Thb time was now at hand when Jesos was to delirer 
Himself into the hands of His enemies ; and as it was 
fixed in the eternal counsels of God, that He should die 
at the time of the Passorer ; that feast which had been 
instituted as a figure of His death ; He came to Beth- 
ania, a village close to Jerusalem, on the Sabbath-day 
which came immediately before the week in which the 
Passover was celebrated. As soon as He had reached 
Mount (Myet, which is dose to Bethphage and Bethania, 
He prepared to enter Jerusalem in triumph r not, in- 
deed, with idl the pomp of an earthly monarch, but in 
such a way as to liiew forth both His humHity and His 
sovereignty over man. He sent forward two of His dis- 
ciples, saying to them: €k> ye into the village that is 
over against you ; and immediatdtjr you shall find an ass 
tied, and a coh with her i loose them, and bring them 
to Me. And if any man shall say any thing to you, say 
ye, that the Lord hath need of them ; and forthwith he 
will let them go. Now all this was done that the word 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying : Tell ye the daughter of Sion : Behold, thy King 
Cometh to thee, meek, and ntting upon an ass, and a 
colt the foal of her that is used to the yoke. And the 
disciples going, did as Jesus commanded them. 

And they brought the ass and the colt; and laid 
their garments upon them, and made Him sit thereon. 
And a very great multitude spread their garments in 
the way : and others cut down boughs from the trees, 
and strewed them in the way. And the multitudes 
that went before, and that followed, cried, saying: 
Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He that 
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Cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 

And some of the Pharisees, from amongst the multi- 
tnde, said to Him : Master, rehuke Thy disciples. And 
He said to them : I tell you, that if these should hold 
their peace the stones will cry out. And when He drew 
near, seeing the city. He wept over it, saying : If thou 
also hadst known, and that in this thy day, the things 
that are for thy peace : but now they are mdden from 
thy e^es. For the days shall come upon thee : and thy 
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass 
thee rounds and straiten thee on every side, and heat 
thee flat to the ground, and thy children who are in 
thee : and they shall not leave in thee a stone upon a 
stone : because thou hast not known the time of thy 
visitation. 

And He was. teaching daily in the temple ; and there 
came to Him the blind and the lame : and He healed 
them. And when the chief priests and the Scribes saw 
the wonderful things that He did, and the childreo cry- 
ing in the temple, and saying : Hosanna to the Son of 
David : they were moved with indignation : and said to 
Him : Hearest Thou what these say ? And Jesus said 
to them : Yea ; have you never read : Out of the mouth 
of infants and of sucldings thou hast perfected praise ? 
And leaving them. He went out of the city into Beth- 
ania» and remained there. 



Chip. XXXY. Jegus purifies the Temple. The Parable of 
the Wicked Husbandmen. 

And the next morning (being the second day of the 
week) returning into the city. He was hungry. And 
seeing a fig-tree by the way-side. He came to it; and 
found nothing on it but leaves only: and He said to 
it : May no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. 
And immediately the fig-tree withered away. 

In those days a great abuse was practised in the 
temple at Jerusalem. Money-changers set up their 
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tables, and practised their calling ; and others sold in 
the sacred places the doves which were needed as 
offerings. 

And in the daytime He was teaching in the temple ; 
and at night He went out, and abode in Mount Olivet. 

The following morning Jesus returned into the city. 
And as they passed along, they saw the fig-tree that had 
been cursed and dried up from the roots. And Peter 
said. Master, behold the fig-tree is withered away. And 
Jesus bade them have faith in the power of Gfod, and 
promised them that whatsoever they should ask of God 
in prater, even such wonders as should seem like the 
removmg a mountain, and casting it into the sea, should 
be granted to their undoubting faith. 

Then He went into the temple, and, as He was teach- 
ing, there came to Him the chief priests and ancients 
of the people, and said : By what authority doest Thou 
these things ? and who gave Thee this authority ? Jesus, 
answering, said to them : I also will ask you one word, 
which if you shall tell Me, I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things* The baptism of John, 
whence was it ? from heaven or from men ? But they 
thought within themselves, saying: If we shall say^ 
From heaven. He will say to us : Why then did not you 
believe Him ? But if we shdl say. From men, we aro 
afraid of the multitude : for all held John as a prophet. 
And answering Jesus, they said : We know not. And 
He said to them : Neither do I tell you by what autho- 
rity I do these things. But what think you ? A certain 
man had two sons ; and coming to the first, he said : 
Son, go work to-day in my vineyard. And he, answer- 
ing, said: I will not. But, a^rwards, being moved 
with repentance, he went. And coming to the other, he 
said in like manner. And he answering, said : I go, sir. 
And he went not Which of the two did the father's 
will ? They say to Him : The first. Jesus saith to them : 
Amen I say to you, that the publicans and the harlots 
shall go into the kingdom of God before you. For John 
came to you in the way of justice : and you did not be- 
lieve him. But the publicans and the harlots beUeved 
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him : bat you, seeing it, did not even afterwards repent, 
that you might belie?e him. 

And He spoke another parable foreshadowing His 
death, and the obstinacy of the Jews, who haying first 
rejected and slain the prophets of the old law, woidd 
now slay the Son of Qoa when He came among them, 
and, reusing to receive Him as the promised Messias, 
would be disowned by God as His people^ that the Gen- 
tiles might come in and take their place, and belieye in 
Him whom the Jews had refused to hear. There was a 
man (He said) a householder who planted a vineyard, 
and made a hedge round about it, and dug in it a wine- 
press, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen : 
and went into a strange country. And when the time 
of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the 
husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. 
And the husbandmen having laid hold of his servants, 
they beat one, they killed another, and another they 
stoned. Again he sent other servants more than the 
former : and they did to them in like manner. And 
last of all he sent to them his son, saying : They will 
reverence my son. But when the husbandmen saw the 
son, they said among themselves : This is the heir, come, 
let us kill him, and we shall have his inheritance. And 
taking him they cast him forth out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. When the lord, therefore, of the vineyard 
diall come, what will he do to those husbandmen? 
They say to him : He will bring those evil men to an 
evil end ; and will let out his vineyard to other husband- 
men, that shall render him the fruit in due season. 



Chaf. XXXYL The Parable of the llarnage-Feast. 

The Tribute-Mwiey. 

And Jesus spoke again to them in parables, saying: 
The kingdom of heaven is hke to a man being a king, 
who made a marriage for his son. And he sent his ser- 
vants to call them that were invited to the marriage : 
and they would not come. Again he sent oth^ ser- 
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yants, saying : TeU tiiem that were invited : Behold, I 
have prepared my dinner : my beeves and failings are 
killed, and all things are ready : come ye to the wed- 
ding. But they neglected, and went their ways, one to 
his farm, and anoth^ to his merchandise. And the rest 
laid hands on his slants, and having treated them 
contnmeliously, put them to death. But when the 
king heard of it, he was angry, and sending his armies, 
he destroyed those murderers, and burnt their city. 
Then he saith to his servants : The wedding, indeed, 
is ready : but they that were invited were not worthy. 
€ro ye, therefore, into the highways, and as many as 
you shall find, invite to the wedding. And his servants 
going out into the highways, gathered together all that 
they found, both bad and good : and the wedding was 
filled with guests. And the king went in to see the 
guests : and he saw there a man who had not on a 
wedding garment And he saith to him : Friend, how 
earnest thou in hither, not having a wedding garment? 
But he was silent. Then the king said to the waiters : 
Having bound his haxkds and feet, cast him into the ex- 
terior darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen. 

This parable again prefigures the rejection of the 
Jewish people for their unbelief, and the caUing in of 
the Gentiles to the rewards of Christ's kingdom. The 
wedding garment represents that holiness of heart and 
life without which no man can sit down at the marriage- 
feast of the Lamb in heaven ; and the guilt of the guest 
who came in without the required garment was doubly 
great, because it was the custom of princes and wealthy 
men on such occasions to furnish the garments to those 
guests who needed them, as God of His free mercy Him- 
self bestows on us those graces which He requires at 
our hands. 

The Pharisees then watched Jesus, and sent spies 
to ensnare Him by fresh devices. The Jews, though now 
subject to the Romans, had ever claimed to be an inde- 
pendent nation, as the chosen people of God. And the 
Pharisees hoped to bring Jesus to declare that they 
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ought now to be independent, and that it was unlawM 
to pay taxes to the Romans, in order that they might 
report His words to the goTemor, who ruled them as a 
deputy of Caesar, the Roman emperor. Yet they them- 
sekes admitted that Caesar was their master, by mak- 
ing use of the money which bore his portrait and royal 
tides; and thus out of their own mouths were they 
convicted. 

Then again the Sadducees, a sect who denied a future 
life, sought to entangle Jesus into an admission that the 
doctrine of the resurrection was impossible. If a wo- 
man, they said, had seven husbands, one after another, 
during her life, to which of them would she belong in a 
future world. And Jesus replied that in the next world 
there was neither marrying nor giving. 

And when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced 
the Sadducees, they came together : and one of them, a 
doctor of the law, asked Him, tempting Him : Master, 
which is the greatest commandment in the law? Jesus 
said to him : Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and vdth thy 
whole mind. This is the greatest and first command- 
ment. And the second is like to this : Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments 
dependeth the whole law and the prophets. 



Chap. XXXYII. The Parables of the Widow's Mites, the Ten 
Virgins, the Talents, and the Sheep and the Goats. 

And Jesus, sitting over against the treasury, beheld how 
the people cast money into the treasury : and many that 
were rich cast in much. And there came a certain poor 
widow, and she cast in two mites, which make a far- 
thing. And calling His disciples together. He said to 
them : Amen I say to you, this poor widow hath cast 
in more than all the^ who have cast into the treasury. 
For they all did cast m of their abundance ; but she, of 
her want, cast in all she had, even her whole living. 
Then Jesus began to speak to them of the vengeance 
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that He would finally take npon the Jews for their ems, 
and of the terrible destruction of their city and nation. 
And He gave many signs and tokens by which His 
second coining to judge the world should be known to 
His people, and warned them of the last awful persecu- 
tions with which their faith should be tried, commanding 
them to be ever on the watch for His coming, because 
He would come as a thief in the night. 

And He taught them the same things in parables. 
Then shall the kingdom of heayen. He said, be like to 
ten virgins, who, taking their lamps, went out to meet 
the bridegroom imd the bride. Now five of them were 
fooHsh ; and five were wise. But the five foolish, hav- 
ing taken their lamps, took no oil with them : but the 
wise took oil in their vessels with the lamps. And while 
the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 
And at midnight there was a cry made : Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh : go ye forth to meet him. Then all 
those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the 
foolish said to the wise : Give us of your oil : for our 
lamps are gone out. The wise answered, saying : Lest 
there be not enough for us and for you ; go you rather 
to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. Now, while 
they went to buy, the bridegroom came : and they who 
were ready, went in with him to the marriage ; and the 
door was shut. But at last came also the other virgins, 
sa^g: Lord, Lord, open to us. But he, answering, 
said : Amen I say to you, I know you not. And thus 
will it be with those Christians who sleep the sleep of 
worldliness and sin, while the lamp of holiness, which 
God has given them to bum, is found extinguished at 
the moment that Christ calls them to judgment. 

In another parable, which represented Himself as a 
man going into a far country, and giving to his servants 
certain talents, or large sums of money, to employ in 
his service. He warned them of the reckoning we shall 
all undergo at His judgment-seat. To one, said Jesus, 
he gave five talents, and to another two, and to another 
one, to every one according to his proper ability : and 
immediately he took his journey. And he that had 
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reoeired the five talents, went his way, and traded with 
the same, and gained oilier five. And in like manner he 
that had received the two, gained other two. But he that 
had received the one, going his way, digged in the earth, 
and hid his lord's money. Bnt after a long time the 
lord of those servants came, and reckoned with them. 
And he that had received the five talents, comings 
brought other five talents, saying: Lord, thou dehveredst 
to me five talents : behold, I have gained other five over 
and above. His lord said to hmi: Well done, thou 
good and faithfal servant ; because thou hast been Mth- 
^1 over a few things, I will set thee over many things : 
alter thou into the joy of thy lord. And he also that 
had received the two talents, came and said : Lord, thou 
deliveredst two talents to me: b^old, I have ^uned 
other two. His lord said to him: Well done, good 
and faithful servant ; because thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will set thee over many things : 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord. But he that had 
received the one taknt, came and said : Lord, I know 
that thou art a hard man; thou reapest where thou 
bast not sown, and gatherest where thou hast not strewed. 
And being afraid, I went, and hid thy talent in the earth : 
behold, here thou hast that which is thine. And his 
lord, answering, said to him : Thou evil and sloth- 
ful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sow not^ 
and gather where I have not strewed: thou oughtest, 
therefore, to have committed my money to the bankers : 
and at my coming I should have received my own with 
usury. Take ye away, therefore, the talent from him, 
and give it to him that hath ten talents. For to every 
one that hath shall be given, and he shall abound ; but 
from him that hath not, that also which he seemeth to 
have shall be taken away. And the unprofitable servant 
cast je out into the exterior darkness. There shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

And in His last parable Jesus prefigured the general 
judgment which He would institute for all the world. 
Vhen the Son of man shall come in His majesty, and 
all the Angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the seat 
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of His majesty. And all nati<m8 shall be giatheied toig^ 
ther before Him : and He shall smcate them one from 
another, as the shepherd separatem the sheep from the 
goats : and He shall set the sheep on Hk right hand ; 
but the goats on tlie left. Then shall the Sang say to 
them that shall be on His right hand : Come, ye blessed 



from the foundation of the worid. For I was hungry 
and you gave Me to eat : I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me to drink : I was a stranger, and you took Me in ; 
naked, and you clothed Me ; sick, and you visited Me : 
I was in pnson, and you came to Me« Then shall the 
just answer Him, saying : Lord, when did we see Thee 
hungry, and fed Thee ; thirsty, and gave Thee drink f 
And when did we see Thee a stranger, and took Thee in, 
or naked, and clothed Thee ? Or when did we see Thee 
sick or in prison, and came to Thee ? And the King, an- 
swering, shall say to them : Amen I say to you, as lone 
as you did it to one of these my least brethren, you did 
it to Me. Then shall He say to them also that shall be 
on HiB left hand : Depart from Me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, which was prepared for the devil and his 
angels. For I was hungry, and you gave Me not to eat : 
I was thirsty, and you gave Me not to drink. ^ was a 
stranger, and you took Me not in; naked, and you 
dothed Me not ; sick, and in prison, and you did not 
visit Me. Then shall they also answer Him, saying: 
Lord, when did we see Thee hungry or thirsty, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister to Thee 1 Then shall He answer them, saying : g 
Amen I say to you, as lone as you did it not to one of \ 
these least ones, neither did you do it to Me. And these 
shall go into everlasting punishment ; but the just, into 
life everlasting. 



And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended all these 
words, He said to His disciples : You know that after 



of my Father, possess the kingd< 
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two days shall be the pasch ; and the Son of man shall 
be deh^ered up to be crudfied. Then were gathered 
together the chief priests, and the ancients of the people, 
into the palace of the high-priest, who was called Cai- 
phas: and they consulted together, that by subtilty they 
might apprehend Jesus, and put Him to death. But 
they said : Not on the festival day, lest there should be a 
tumult among the people. 

And Jesus being again in Bethania, in the house of 
Simon the leper, there came to Him a woman having an 
alabaster box of precious ointment, and poured it on His 
head as He was at table. And the disciples seeing it, 
had indignation, saying : To what purpose is this waste 7 
For this might have been sold for much, and given to 
the poor, ^d Jesus knowing it said to them : Why do 
you trouble this woman ? for she hath wrought a good 
work upon Me. For the poor you have always with 
you : but Me you have not always. For she, in pouring 
this ointment upon My body, hath done it for My bu- 
rial. Amen I say to you, wheresoever this gospel shall 
be preached in the whole world, that also which she 
hath done, shall be told for a memory of her. 

Then went one of the twelve, who was called Judas 
Iscariot, to the chief priests : and he said to them : What 
will you give me, and I will deUver Him unto you ? But 
they appointed him thirty pieces of silver. And £rom 
thenceforth he sought opportunity to betray Him. 

The feast of Azymes, or of unleavened bread, when 
the Jews put away all leaven from their houses, and 
prepared to eat the paschal lamb, was now commencing, 
and the disciples came to Jesus, saying: Where wUt 
Thou that we prepare for Thee to eat the pasch ? But 
Jesus said : Go ye into the city to a certain man, and 
say to him : The Master saith : My time is near at hand: 
I will keep the pasch at thy house with My disciples. 
And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them : and 
they prepared the pasch. 

And when it was evening, He sat down with His 
twelve disciples. And whilst they were eating, He said : 
Amen I say to you, that one of you is about to betray 
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Me. And they, being very much troubled, began every 
one to say : Is it I, Lord ? But He, answering, said : 
He that dippeth his hand with Me in the dish, the same 
shall betray Me. The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is 
written of Him : but wo to that man by whom the Son 
of man shall be betrayed. It were better for that man 
if he had not been bom. And Judas that betrayed 
Him, answering, said : Is it I, Rabbi? He saith to hun : 
Thou hast said it. 

And whilst they were at supper, Jesus took bread, 
and blessed, and broke, and gave to His disciples ; and 
said : Take ye and eat : This is My body. And taking 
the chaHce, He gave thanks ; and gave to them, saying : 
Drink ye all of this. For this is My blood of the new 
testament, which shall be shed for many for the remis- 
sion of sins. 

And when supper was done, the devil having now 
put into the heart of Judas the son of Simon the Is- 
cariot, to betray Him: knowing that the Father had 
given Him all things into His hands, and that He came 
&om God, and goeth to God : He riseth from supper, 
and layeth aside His garments: and having taken a 
towel. He girdeth Himself. After that. He poureth 
water into a bason, and began to wash the feet of the 
disciples, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith 
He was girded. He cometh, therefore, to Simon Peter. 
And Peter saith to Him: Lord, dost Thou wash my 
feet? Jesus answered, and said to him: What I do, 
thou knowest not now : but thou shalt know hereafter. 
Peter saith to Him : Thou shalt never wash my feet. 
Jesus answered him : If I wash thee not, thou shalt have 
no part with Me. Simon Peter saith to Him : Lord, 
not only my feet, but also my hands and my head. 
Jesus said to him : He that is washed, needeth not but 
to wash his feet, but is clean wholly. And you are 
clean, but not all. For He knew who he was that would 
betray Him ; therefore He said : You are not all clean. 
Then after He had washed their feet, and taken His 
garments, having sat down again. He said to them : Know 
you what I have done to you ? You call Me Master, and 
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Lord : and you say well : for so I am. If I, then, bmg 
Lord and Master, baye washed yoiir feet ; you also 
ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you 
an example, that as I have done to jom, so you do also. 

When Jesus had said these things, He was troubled 
in spirit : and He protested, and said : Amen, amen I say 
to you : that one of you will betray Me. The disciples, 
therefore, looked one upon another, doubting of whom 
He spoke. Now there was leaning on Je8us*8 bosom 
one o£ His disdples, whom Jesus loved. Simon Peter^ 
therefore, beckoned to him, and said to him : Who is it, 
of whom He speaketh? He, therefore, leaning on the 
breast of Jesus, saith to him: Lord^ who is it? Jesus 
answered : He it is to whom I shall reach bread dipped. 
And when He had dipped the bread. He gave it to Ju- 
das Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the morsel, 
Satan entered into him. And Jems said to him : That 
which thou doest, do quickly. Now no man at the table 
knew for what intent He said this to him. For some 
thought, because Judas had the purse, that Jesus had 
said to him : Buy those things which we have need of 
for the festival day ; or that he should give something 
to the poor. He, then, having received the morsel, 
went out immediately. And it was night. 

When Judas then was gone out, Jesus said : Now is 
the Son of man glorified ; and God is glorified in Him. 
If God be glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in 
Himself : and immediately wiU He glorify Him. Little 
children, yet a little while I am with you. You shall 
seek Me : and, as I said to the Jews : Whither I go, 
you cannot come : so now I say to you. I give you a 
new commandment : That you love one another ; as I 
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this 
shall all men know that you are My disciples, i£ yon 
have love one for another. Simon Peter saith to Him : 
Lord, whither goest Thou? Jesus answered: Whither 
I go, thou canst not follow Me now : but thou shalt fol- 
low Me afterwards. Peter saith to Him : Why cannot I 
follow Thee now? I will lay down my life for Thee. 
Jesus answered him : Wilt thou lay down thy hie for 
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Me ? Amen, amen I say to thee, the code shall not crow 
till thou deny Me thrice. 

Then Jesus taught to His heloved disciples more 
dearly than He had hitherto done, all the great blessings 
they would enjoy through His death and passion ; He 
prepared them for the events that were about to come ; 
and prayed for them to the Eternal Father that they 
might persevere to the end. 



Chap. XXXUC. The Agony in the Garden. Peter denies 
Christ. 

And when they had sung a hymn they went out to 
Mount Olivet, and came to a place called Gethsemani, 
where was a garden, and Jesus said to His disciples : Sit 
you here till I go yonder, and pray. And taking with 
him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, He began to 
grow sorrowful, and to be sad. Then He saith to them : 
My soul is sorrowful even unto death : stay you here, 
and watch with Me. And going a little further. He fell 
upon His face, praying and saying : My Father, if it 
is possible, let this chidice pass from Me. Nevertheless^ 
not as I will, but as Thou wilt. And He cometh to His 
disdples, and findeth them asleep : and He saith to Peter : 
What ! could you not watch one hour with Me ? Watch 
ye, and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. The 
spirit, indeed, is willing, but the flesh weak. Again He 
went the second time, and prayed, saying : My Fa- 
ther, if this chalice cannot pass away except I drink it, 
Thy will be done. And He cometh again, and flndeth 
them adeep : for thdr eyes were heavy. And learing 
them. He went away again : and He prayed the third 
time, saying the same words. Then He cometh to His 
disdples, and sait^ to them : Sleep on now, and take 
your rest ; behold, the hour is at hand : and the Son of 
man shall be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Bise, 
let us go : behold, he is at hand that will betray Me. 

As He yet spoke, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, 
camey and with him a great multitude with swords and 
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clubs. Bent from the cliief priests and ancients of the 
people. 

Judas, therefore, haying received a band of men 
and servants from ihe chief priests and the Pharisees^ 
Cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 
Jesus, therefore, knowing all things that were to come 
upon Him, went forward, and said to them: Whom 
seek ye? They answered Him: Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus saith to them : I am He. And Judas also, who 
betrayed Him, stood with them. As soon then as He 
had said to them : I am He : they went backward, and 
fell to the ground. Again, therefore, He asked them : 
Whom seek ye? And they said: Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus answered, I have told you, that I am He : if, there- 
fore, you seek Me, let these go their way : That the word 
might be fulfilled which He said : Of tiiem whom Thou 
hast given Me, I have not lost any one. Then Simon 
Peter, having a sword, drew it ; and struck the servant 
of the high-priest ; and cut oflf his right ear. And the 
name of the servant was Malchus. Then Jesus said to 
Peter : Put up thy sword into the scabbard. The cha- 
Hce which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink 
it ? Then the disciples forsook Him and fled. 

And they took Jesus, and bound Him, and led Him 
away to Annas first : for he was father-in-law to Caiphas, 
who was the high-priest of that year. Now Caiphas 
was he who had given the counsel to the Jews, that it 
was expedient that one man should die for the people. 

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another 
disciple. And that disciple was known to the high- 
priest, and went in with Jesus into the court of the high- 
priest. But Peter stood at the door without. Then the 
other disciple who was known to the high-priest, went 
out, and spoke to the portress, and brought in Peter. 

And Uiere came to him a servant-maid, saying: 
Thou also wast with Jesus the Galilean. But he denied 
before them all, saying : I know not what thou sayest. 
And as he went out of the gate, another maid saw him ; 
and she saith to them that were there : This man also 
was with Jesus of Nazareth. And again he said, with 
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an oath : I do not know the man. And after a little 
while they that stood by came, and said to Peter : 
Sorely thou also art one of them : for even thy speech 
doth discover thee. Then he began to curse, and to 
swear that he knew not the man. And immediately the 
cock crew. And the Lord turned and looked upon reter. 
And Peter remembered the word of Jesus which He 
had said: Before the cock crow, thou wilt deny Me 
thrice. And going forth, he wept bitterly. 

And the chief priests and the whole council sought 
false witness against Jesus, that they might put Him to 
death : and they found not, though many false witnesses 
had come in. And last of all there came in two false 
witnesses. And they said : This Man said : I am able 
to destroy the temple of God, and in three days to re- 
build it. And the high-priest rising up, said to Him : 
Answerest Thou nothing to the things which these wit- 
ness against Thee? But Jesus held His peace. And 
the high-priest said to Him : I adjure Thee by the living 
God, that Thou tell us if Thou be the Christ the Son of 
God. Jesus saith to him : Thou hast said it. Never- 
theless I say to you. Hereafter you shall see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of the power of God, and 
coining in the clouds of heaven. Then the high-priest 
rent lus garments, crying : He hath blasphemed : what 
further need have we of witnesses ? Behold, now you 
have heard the blasphemy : what think you ? But they 
answering, said : He is guilty of death. Then they did 
spit in His face, and buffeted Him : and others struck 
His face with the palms of their hands, saying : Pro- 
phesy unto us, Christ ; who is he that struck Thee ? 



Chap. XL. Christ before Herod and Pilate. The Scourging 
and Crucifixion. 

As soon as it was day, the chief priests and ancients of 
the people held a council against Jesus, to put Him to 
death. And they brought Him bound, and delivered 
Him to Pontius Pilate t£e governor. And Jesus stood 
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before the gorernor. And the goyernor asked Him, 
saying : Art Thon the king of the Jews ? Jesus saith to 
him : Thou sayest it. And when He was accused by the 
chief priests and ancients, He answered nothing. Then 
Pilate saith to Him : Dost not Thou hear how great tes- 
timonies they all^e against Thee? And He answered 
him not to any word : so that die governor wondered 
exceedingly. 

Then PiLate, hearing that Jesus was of Gkililee, sent 
Him to king Herod ; as Gralilee was under Herod's juris- 
diction. And when Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad ; 
for he was desirous of a long time to see Him, because 
he had heard many things of Him : and he hoped to see 
some miracle wrought by Him. And he questioned 
Him with many words. But He answered him nothing. 
And the chief priests and scribes stood by, earnestly ac- 
cusing Him. And Herod with his soldiers despised 
Him, and mocked Him, putting on Him a white gar- 
ment ; and sent Him back to Hlate. And Herod and 
Pilate were made friends together that same day : for 
before they were enemies one to anothCT. 

Now upon the solemn day the governor was accus- 
tomed to release to the people one prisoner, whom they 
would. And he had then a notorious prisoner that was 
called Barabbas. They therefore being gath^ed toge- 
ther, Pilate said : Whom will you that 1 release to you, 
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ ? For he knew 
that through envy they had delivered Him up. And as 
he was sitting on the judgment-seat, his wife sent to 
him, saying: Have thou nothing to do with that just 
Man. For I have suffered many things this day in a 
dream on account of Him. But the chief priests and 
ancients persuaded the people, that they should ask 
Barabbas, and make Jesus away. And the governor 
answering, said to them : Whidi will you have of the 
two to be released unto you? But they said, Barabbas. 
Pilate saith to them : TVnat shall I do, then, with Jesus 
that is called Christ? "Hiey all say : Let Him be cruci- 
fied. The governor said to them : Why, what evil hath 
He done ? But they cried out die more, saying : Let 
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Him be crudfied. And Pilate seeing that he prevailed 
nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, having 
taken water, washed his hands before the people, say- 
ing : I am innocent of the blood of this just Man : look 
you to it. And all the people answering, said : His 
blood be upon us, and upon our children. Then he re- 
leased to them Barabbas ; and having scourged Jesus, 
delivered Him to them to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor taking Jesus into 
the hall, gathered together unto Him the whole band : 
and stripping Him, they put a scarlet cloak about Him. 
And platting a orown of thorns, they put it upon His 
head, and a reed in His right hand. And bowing the 
knee before Him, they mocked Him, saying : Hail, king 
of the Je^. And spitting upon Him, they took the 
reed, and struck His head. 

Pilate then went forth again to the multitude of the 
people widumt, and said to them : Behold, I bring Him 
forth to you, that you nmy know that I find no cause in 
Him. (So Jesus came forth, bearing the crown of thorns, 
and the purple garment.) And he saith to them : Behold 
the man. When the chief priests, therefore, and the 
officers had seen Him, they cried out, saying : Crucify 
Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith to them: Take Him 
you, and crucify Him : for I find no cause in Him. The 
Jews aiMwered him : We have a law ; and according to 
the law He ought to die ; because He made Himself the 
Son of God. When P^te, therefore, had heard this 
saying, he feared the more. And he entered into the 
hsdl again : and he said to Jesus : Whence art Thou? 
But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore saiUi to 
Him: Speakest Thou not to me? knowest Thou not 
that I have power to crucify Thee, and I have power to 
release Thee. Jesus answered : Thou shouldst not have 
any power against Me, unless it were given thee from 
above. Therefore, he that hath delivered Me to thee 
hath the greater sin. And from thenceforth Pilate 
sought to release Him. But the Jews cried out, saying : 
If thou release this Man, thou art not Caesar's friend : 
for whosoever maketh himself a king, speaketh against 
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Gsesar. Now when Pilate had heard these words, he 
brought Jesus forth; and sat down in the judgment- 
seat, in the place that is called Lithostrotos, and in He- 
brew G^bbatha. And it was the parasceye of the pasch, 
about the sixth hour : and he saith to the Jews : Behold 
your king. But they cried out : Away with Him, away 
with Him ; crucify Him. Pilate saith to them : Shall 1 
crucify your king? The chief priests answered: We 



Him to them to be crucified. 

Then Judas, who betrayed Him, seeing that He was 
condemned, repenting himself, brought back the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and the ancients, 
saying : I have sinned in betraying innocent blood. 
But they said : What is that to us ? Look thou to it. 
And casting down the pieces of silver in the temple, he 
departed ; and went and hanged himself with a halter. 
But the chief priest having taken the pieces of silver, 
said : It is not lawM to put them into tiie corbona, be- 
cause it is the price of blood. And having consulted 
together, they bought with them the potter's field, to be 
a burying-place for strangers. Wherefore that field was 
called Haceldama, that is. The field of blood, even to 
this day. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by 
Jeremias the prophet, saying : And they took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of Him that was valued, whom 
they prized of the children of IsraeL And they gave 
them unto the potter's field, as the Lord appointed to 
me. 

And after they had mocked Him, they took off from 
Him the purple robe, and put His own raiment upon 
Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. And as they 
led Him away, they laid hold on one Simon of Gyrene, 
that was coming out of the. country : and they laid the 
cross on him, to carry after Jesus. And there followed 
Him a great multitude of people and of women ; who 
bewailed and lamented Him. But Jesus, turning to 
them, said: Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not over 
Me ; but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 

And they came to the place that is called Golgotha, 




Then, therefore, he delivered 
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which is, the place of Calyary. And they gave Him 
wioe to drink mingled with gall. And when He had 
tasted. He would not drink. And after they had cruci- 
fied Him, they divided His garments, casting lots ; that 
the word might be fulfilled, which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying: They divided My garments among 
them ; and upon My vesture they cast lots. And they 



head His cause written : This is Jesus the King of 
THE Jev^s. Then were crucified with Him two thieves : 
one on the right hand, and the other on the left 
And the soldiers took His garments (and made four 

Sarts of them, to every soldier a part), and also His coat, 
fow the coat was without seam, woven from the top 
throughout. They said then one to another: Let us 
not cut it ; but let us cast lots for it whose it shall be ; 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, saying: They 
have parted My garments among them ; and upon My 
vesture they have cast lots. And Pilate wrote a title 
also : and he put it upon the cross. And the writing 
was, Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. 
This title, therefore, many of the Jews read: because 
the place where Jesus was crucified, was near to the 
city : and it was written in Hebrew, in Greek, and in 
Latin. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pi- 
late : Write not, the king of the Jews ; but that He 
said, I am the king of the Jews. Pilate answered: 
What I have written, I have written. 

And they that passed by, blasphemed Him, wagging 
their heads, and saying : Yah, Thou who destroyest the 
temple of God, ana in three days buildest it up again, 
save Thy own Self : if Thou be the Son of God, come 
down from the cross. In like manner also the chief 
priests with the Scribes and ancients mocking, said : He 
saved others ; Himself He cannot save. If He be the 
king of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, 
and we will believe Him. He trusted in God, let Him 
deliver Him now, if He will have Him ; for He said : I 
am the Son of God. And one of the thieves who were 
crucified with Him, blasphemed Him, saying : If Thou 




And they put over H£b 
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be Christy save Thyself and us. But the other, answer- 
ing, rebuked him, saying : Neither dost thou fear Ctod, 
seeing thou art under Ihe same condemnation ? And 
we indeed justly ; for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds : but this Man hath done no eviL And he said 
to Jesus : Lord, remember me when Thou shalt come 
into Thy kingdom. And Jesus said to him : Amen I 
say to thee, this day thou shalt be with Me in paradise. 

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, His mother, 
and His mother's sister, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus, therefore, saw His mother 
and the disciple standing, whom He loyed. He saith to 
His mother : Woman, behold thy son. After that, He 
saith to the disciple : Behold thy mother. And from 
that hour the disciple took her to his own. 

Then from the sixth hour there was darkness over 
all the earth, until the ninth hour. And about the 
ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying : Eli, 
Eli, lamma sabachthani? that is. My ^d. My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me ? And some of them that 
atood there, and heard, said : This Man calleth for Elias. 
And immediatdy one of them running, took a sponge, 
and filled it mih vinegar ; and put it on a reed, and 
gave Him to drink. And ^e others said : Stay ; let us 
see whether Elias will come to deliver Him. When 
Jesus had received the vinegar. He cried with a loud 
voice, and said : It is consummated. And He bowed 
His head, and gave up the ghost. And behold the 
veil of the ten^le was rent in two ^m the top even 
to the bottom : and the earth quaked, and the rocks 
were rent. And the graves were opened: and many 
bodies of the saints ihat had slept, arose ; and coming 
out of the tombs after His resurrection, came into the 
holy city, and appeared to many. Now the centurion 
and they that were with him watdiing Jesus, having 
seen the earthquake, and the things that were done, 
were greatly afraid, saying: Indeed thb was the Son 
of God. And there were there many women afar off, who 
had followed Jesus from Galilee, mimstering unto Him: 
among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Majy die 
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mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the 
sons of Zebedee. 



Crap. XLL The Burial of our Lord. 

Thb Jews now having put Jesos to deaths with that 
zeal for some of the customs of their time, which they 
united with the greatest crimes, were desirous of haying 
the body of Jesus taken down from the cross before the 
Sabbath-day. They went, therefore, to Pilate, and be- 
sought him to allow the legs of those who had been 
crucified to be broken, that so their death might be 
hastened. The soldiers then broke the legs of the two 
thieyes ; but when they came to Jesus, and saw that 
He was already dead, they did not break His legs ; but 
one of the soldiers opened His side with a spear : and 
immediately there came out blood and water. And he 
that saw it, gaye testimony : and his testimony is true. 
And he knoweth that he saith true ; that you also may 
belieye. For these things were done, that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled : You shall not break a bone of Him. 
And again another Scripture saith : They shall look on 
Him whom they pierced. And after these things Joseph 
of Anmathea (because he was a disciple of Jesus, but in 
private, for fear of the Jews) besought Pilate that he 
might take away the body of Jesus. And Pilate per^ 
mitted him. He came, therefore, and took away the 
body of Jesus. And Nicodemus also came : he who at 
first came to Jesus by night, bringing a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. They took, 
therefore, the body of Jesus, and bound it in Unen- 
cloths with the spices, as it is the custom with the Jews 
to bury. And there was, in the place where He was 
crucified, a garden : and in the garden a new sepulchre, 
wherein no man had yet been laid. There, therefore, 
by reason of the parasceve of the Jews, they laid Jesus, 
because the sepulchre was nigh at hand. And the 
women that were come with Him from Galilee, follow- 
ing after, saw the sepulchre, and how His body was 
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laid. And retarning they prepared spices and oint- 
ments : and on the sabbath-day they rested according 
to the commandment. 

And the chief priests and the Pharisees came toge- 
ther to Pilate, saying : Sir, we have remembered, that 
that seducer said, while he was yet aUve : After three 
days I will rise again. Command, therefore, the sepul- 
chre to be guarded until the third day; lest His disciples 
come, and steal Him away, and say to the people : He 
is risen from the dead ; so the last error shdl be worse 
than the first. Pilate said to them : You have a guard : 
go, guard it as you know. And they departing, made 
Sie sepulchre sure, setting guards. 



Chap. XLIL The Resurrection. 

Towards the end of the sabbath, when it began to dawn 
towards the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary, to see the sepulchre. And, behold, 
there was a great earthquake. For an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven ; and coming, rolled back the 
stone, and sat upon it. And his countenance was as 
lightning, and his raiment as snow. And for fear of 
him, the guards were struck with terror, and became as 
dead men. And the angel answering said to the women: 
Fear not you : for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here ; for He is risen, as He said. 
Come and see the place where the Lord was laid. And, 
going quickly, tell ye His disciples that He is risen: 
and, behold. He will go before you into Galilee : there 
you shall see Him. Lo, I have foretold it to you. And 
they went out quickly from the sepulchre with fear and 
great joy, running to tell His disciples. And, behold, 
Jesus met them saying : All hail, ^ut they came up, 
and took hold of His feet, and worshipped Him. Then 
Jesus said to them : Be not afraid. Go, tell My brethren 
that they go into Galilee ; there shall they see Me. 

And they went and told all these things to the eleven, 
and to all the rest ; but they did not beUeve them. Peter, 
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however, and John, the beloved disciple, went out to 
the sepulchre ; and they both ran together : and that 
other disciple outran Peter, and came first to the sepul- 
chre. And when he stooped down, he saw the linen- 
cloths lying: but yet he went not in. Then cometh 
Simon Peter, following him, and went into the sepulchre, 
and saw the linen-cloths lying; and the napkin that 
had been about His head, not lying with the Hnen- 
cloths, but apart, wrapt up into one place. Then that 
other disciple also went in, who came first to the sepul- 
chre : and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew 
not the Scripture, that He must rise again from the 
dead. So the disciples went away again to their home. 

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre, weeping : 
whilst she was then weeping, she stooped down, and 
looked into the sepulchre : and she saw two angels, in 
white, sitting, one at the head, and one at the feet, 
where the body of Jesus had been laid. They say to 
her : Woman, why weepest thou ? She saith to them : 
Because they have taken away my Lord : and I know 
not where they have laid Him. When she had said 
these words, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus 
standing : and she knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus 
saith to her : Woman, why weepest thou ? whom seekest 
thou? She, thinking it was the gardener, saith to 
Him : Sir, if Thou hast taken Him away, tell me where 
thou hast laid Him ; and I will take Him away. Jesus 
saith to her : Mary. She, turning, saith to Him : Rab- 
boni (that is to say, Master). Jesus saith to her: Do 
not touch Me ; for I have not yet ascended to My Fa- 
ther : but go to My brethren ; and say to them : I 
ascend to My Father and to your Father, to My God 
and your God. Mary Magdalene cometh, telling the 
disciples : I have seen the Lord, and these things He 
said to me. 

la the mean time some of the guards came into the 
city, and told the chief priests all the things that had been 
done. And they being assembled together with the an- 
cients, having taken counsel, they gave a great sum of 
money to the soldiers, saying : Say you, that His disciples 
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came by night, and stole Him away when we were asleep. 
And if the goyernor shall hear of this, we will persuade 
him, and secure you* So they, taking the money, did 
as they were taught. 



Chap. XLIII. Our Lord appears to the Disciples at Emmaos, 
and to tne Apostles. 

On the same day two of the disciples went to a town 
which was sixty furlongs from Jerusalem, named £m- 
maus. And they talked together of all these things 
which had happened. And it came to pass that, while 
they talked and reasoned with one another, Jesus Him- 
self also drew near, and went with them. But their 
eyes were held, that they should not know Him. And 
He said to them : What are these discourses- that vou 
hold one with another as you walk, and are sad ? And 
the one, whose name was Cleophas, answering, said to 
Him : Art thou alone a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast 
not known the things that have been done there in theae 
days ? And He said to them : What things ? And they 
said: Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a pro- 
phet, mighty in work and word, before God and all the 
people ; and how our chief priests and rulers delivered 
Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. But 
we hoped that it was He who should have redeemed 
Israel: and now, besides all this, to-day is the third 
day since these things were done. Yea and certain wo- 
men also of our company affrighted usj who, before it 
was light, were at the sepulchre : and, not finding His 
body, came, saying, that they had also seen a yision of 
angels, who say thsU; He is aliye. And some of our people 
went to the sepulchre ; and found it so as the women 
had said : but Him they found not. Then He said to 
them : foolish, and slow of heart to belieye in all the 
things which the prophets have spoken! Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and so to enter into 
His glory? And beginning from Moses, and all the 
prophetsi He expounded to them, in all the Scriptures^ 
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the things that were concerning Him* And they drew 
nigh to the town whither they were going: and He 
made as though He would go farther. But they con- 
strained Him, saying: Stay with us, because it is towards 
evening ; and the day is now far spent. And He went 
in with them. And it came to pass, whilst He was at 
table with them. He took bread, and blessed, 'and brake, 
and gave to them. And their eyes were opened ^ and 
they knew Him: and He vanished out of their sight. 
And they said one to the other: Was not our heart 
burning within ua, whilst He was speaking in the way,, 
and opened to us the Scriptures? And they rose up 
at the same hour, and went back to Jerusalem : and 
they found the eleven gathered together, and those that 
were with them, saying : The Lord is risen indeed, and 
hath appeared to Simon. And they told what things 
were done in the way : and how they knew Him in the 
breaking of bread. 

And as they were speaking these things, Jesus stood 
in the midst of them, and saith to them : Peace be to 
you ; it is I, fear not. But they being troubled and af- 
frighted, supposed that they saw a spirit. And He said 
to them : Why are you troubled, and why do thoughts 
arise in your hearts f See My hands and My feet, that 
it is I myself : feel and see : for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as you see Me to have. And when He had 
said this. He shewed them His hands and His feet. But 
while they yet believed not, and wondered for joy. He 
said : Have you here any thing to eat ? And they of- 
fered Him a piece of broiled fish, and a honey-comb. 
And when He had eaten before them, taking the remains. 
He gave to them. And He said to them : These are the 
words which I spoke to you while I was yet with you, 
that all things must needs be fulfilled, which are written 
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
psalms, concerning Me. Then He opened their under- 
standing, that they might understand the Scriptures. 
And He said to them : Thus it is written, and thus it be- 
hoved Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead 
the third day. And that penance and remission of sin^ 
z 
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tbonld be preached in His name among all nations, be- 
ginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these 
things. 

And He said to them : Qo ye into the whole world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth, and is baptised, shall be saved : but he that be- 
lieveth not, shall be condemned. And these signs shall 
follow them that believe : In My name they shall cast 
out devils: they shall speak with new tongues: they 
shall take up serpents: and if they shall drink any 
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them : they shall lay their 
hands upon the sick, and they shall recover. 



Chap. XLIV. The Incredulity of Thomas. Jesus appears at 
the Sea of Tiberias. Christ's Charge to Peter. 

One of the apostles, Thomas, called Didymus, was not 
with the others when Jesus appeared to them. And 
when they told him, We have seen the Lord, he replied : 
Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put 
my hand into His side, I will not believe. And after 
eight days. His disciples were again within, and Thomas 
with them. Jesus cometh, the door being shut, and 
stood in the midst ; and said : Peace be to you. Then 
He saith to Thomas : Put in thy finger hither, and see 
My hands, and bring hither thy hand, and put it into 
My side : and be not incredulous, but faithful. Thomas 
answered, and said to Him: My Lord, and my Gk»d. 
Jesus saith to him: Because thou hast seen Me, Thomas, 
thou hast believed : blessed are they that have not seen, 
and have believed. 

After this Jesus shewed Himself again to the dis- 
ciples at the sea of Tiberias. And He shewed Himself 
after this manner. There were together Simon Peter, 
and Thomas who is called Didymus, and Nathanael who 
was of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and 
two others of His disciples. Simon Peter saith to them : 
I go a fishing. They say to him : We also come with 
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thee. And they went forth, and entered into a ship : 
and that night they caught nothing. But when the 
morning was come, Jesus stood on the shore : yet the 
disciples knew not that it was Jesus. And Jesus said to 
them : Children, have you any meat ? They answered 
Him: No. He saith to them: Cast the net on the 
right side of the ship ; and you shall find. They cast 
therefore : and now they were not able to draw it for 
the multitude of fishes. That disciple, therefore, whom 
Jesus loved, said to Peter : It is the Lord. Simon Peter, 
when he heard that it was the Lord, girded his coat 
ahout him (for he was naked), and cast himself into the 
sea. But the other disciples came in the ship (for they 
were not far from the land, hut as it were two hundred 
Guhits), drawing the net with fishes. As soon, then, as 
they came to land, they saw hot coals lying, and a fish 
laid thereon, and bread* Jesus saith to them: Bring 
hither of the fishes which you have now caught. Simon 
Peter went up, and drew the net to land, full of great 
fishes, one hundred and fifty-three. And although there 
were so many, the net was not hroken. Jesus saith to 
them : Come, and dine. And none of them, who were 
at meat, durst ask Him : Who art Thou ? knowing that 
it was the Lord. And Jesus cometh and taketh bread, 
and giveth them : and fish in like manner. This is now 
the third time that Jesus was manifested to His disciples, 
after He was risen from the dead. 

When, therefore, they had dined, Jesus saith to 
Simon Peter: Simon son of John, lovest thou Me 
more than these ? He saith to Him : Yea, Lord, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee. He saith to him : Feed My 
lambs. He saith to him again: Simon son of John, 
lovest thou Me? He saith to Him: Yea, Lord, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee. He saith to him : Feed My 
lambs. He saith to him the third time : Simon son of 
John, lovest thou Me? Peter was grieved, because He 
said to him the third time, Lovest thou Me? And he 
said to Him : Lord, Thou knowest all things : Thou 
knowest that I love Thee. He said to him : Feed My 
sheep. Amen, amen, I say to thee: when thou wast 
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younger, tbou didst gird thyself, and didst valk vbere 
thou wouldst : but when thou sbalt be old, thou shait 
stretch forth thy hands; and another shall gird thee, 
and lead thee whither thou wouldst not. And this He 
said, signifying by what death he should glorify God. 
And when He had said this. He saith to him : Follow Me. 



Ghaf. XLV. The Ascension. 

After this the eleren disciples went into Galilee, to a 
mountain which Jesus had appointed. And when they 
saw Him they adored Him, but some doubted. And 
Jesus said to them : All power is given to Me in heayen 
and in earth. Go, therefore, and teach all nations; 
baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you ; and, be- 
hold, I am with you all days, even to the consummation 
of the world. 

And He commanded them, that they should not de- 
part from Jerusalem, but should wait for the promise of 
the Father, which you have heard (saith He) by My 
mouth. For John indeed baptized with water: but 
you shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost, not many 
days hence. They, therefore, who were come together, 
asked Him, saying : Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel? But He said to them : It 
is not for you to know the times or moments, which the 
Father hath put in His own power : bijt you shall re- 
ceive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you, 
and you shall be witnesses unto Me in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the uttermost 
part of the earth. And the forty days which were to 
pass between His resurrection and ascension being now 
accompHshed, He led them out as far as Bethania ; and 
while they looked on He was lifted up, and a cloud re- 
ceived Him out of their sight. 

And while they were beholding Him going up to 
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heaven, behold, two men stood by them, in white gar- 
ments. Who also said : Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
you looking up to heaven? This Jesus, who is taken 
up from you into heaven, so shall He come as you have 
seen Him going into heaven. Then they returned to 
Jerusalem, from the mount that is called Olivet, which 
is near Jerusalem, within a sabbath-day's journey. 
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Chap. L The Gift of the Holy Ghost. Peter preaches to the 
People. 

The disciples of our blessed Lord now remained in Je- 
rusalem, waiting for the fulfilment of His promised gift 
of the Holy Ghost, before they commenced the work of 
preaching the gospel. They were in number about one 
hundred and twenty. Mary, His blessed Mother, con- 
tinued with them, with one mind in prayer. She dwelt 
with the apostle St. John, according to her divine Son's 
command, Joseph her husband being now dead. 

The first duty of the apostles was to fill up the place 
in their number which was vacant by the death of Judas 
Iscariot the traitor. They chose two men from those who 
had followed Jesus from the time He began to preach, 
and who were witnesses of His resurrection, by name 
Barsabas and Matthias. And when they had prayed, 
they cast lots, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was 
numbered with the eleven apostles. 

And on the fiftieth day after the resurrection, on the 
feast of Pentecost, they were all together in the same 
place : and suddenly there came a sound from heaven, 
as of a mighty wind coming : and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. And there appeared 
to them cloven tongues as it were of fire: and it sat 
upon each of them : and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost : and they began to speak with divers 
tongues, according as the Holy Ghost gave them to 
spefJc. Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men, out of every nation under heaven. And 
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Mrhen this voice was made, the multitude came together, 
and was confounded in mind, because that every one 
heard them speaking in his own tongue. And they 
were all amazed, and wondered, saying: Behold, are 
not all these, who speak, Galileans ? And how have we 
every one heard our own tongue wherein we were bom? 
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and inhabitants of 
Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus, and Asia, 
Phrygia, and Pamphiha, Egypt, and the parts of Lybia 
about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews also, and 
proselytes, Cretes, and Arabians : we have heard them 
speak in our own tongues the wonderful works of God. 
And they were all astonished, and wondered, saying one 
to another : What meaneth this ? But others mocking, 
said : These men are full of new wine. 

Peter then stood up with the other apostles, and de- 
clared to the people that this wonderful gift was the 
work of the Holy Ghost, which had been foretold by 
the prophet Joel, and that He who had wrought it was 
none other than that Jesus whom they had crucified, 
and whom God had raised from the dead. 

And when they heard these things, they had com- 
punction in their heart : and they said to Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles : What shall we do, men breth- 
ren ? And Peter said to them : Do penance, and be bap- 
tised every one of you in the name ,of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of sins: and you shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is to you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, whomsoever 
the Lord our God shall call. And with a great many 
other words did he testify and exhort them, saying : 
Save yourselves from this perverse generation. They, 
therefore, that received his word, were baptised: and 
there were added to them in that day about three thou- 
sand souls. And they were persevering in the doctrine 
of the apostles, and in the communication of the break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon 
every soul : and many wonders and signs were done by 
the apostles in Jerusalem : and there was great fear in 
alL And all they that believed were together, and had 



Digitized by Google 



844 



THB ACTS OF TBS APOSTLES. 



all things commoiu They sold their possessions and 
goods, and divided them to all, according as every one 
had need. And continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they 
took their meat with gladness and simpHcity of heart : 
praising God together, and having favour with all the 
people. And the Lord added daily to their society such 
as should be saved. 



Chap. II. The Lame Man healed. Peter preaches to the People. 
The Apostles are apprehended. 

It was the will of God that the whole ceremonial law of 
Moses should now be abolished, that the distinction be- 
tween Jew and Gentile should cease, and the gospel be 
preached to all nations alike. The Church was henceforth 
to be taught and governed, not by the priesthood of Aaron, 
but by the Christian priesthood, of which the apostles 
and their successors were to be the chief, one of the 
apostles, Simon Peter, and his successors, being su- 
preme over all. Nevertheless, such of the Jews as were 
converted were permitted, if they wished it, to conform to 
the ceremonial rules of the law of Moses, provided only 
they did not insist upon them as obhgatory upon all 
Christians. And especially all the Christians continued 
to frequent the temple at the time of pubhc prayer. 

It was on one of these occasions that the apostles 
wrought their first miracle, after the departure of our 
Lord. At the ninth hour, Peter and John went up into 
the temple to pray ; and a certain man, who was lame 
from his mother's womb, was carried : whom they laid 
daily at the gate of the temj^ which is called the 
Beautiful, that he might beg alms of them that went 
into the temple. He, when he had seen Peter and John 
about to go into the temple, begged to receive an 
alms. But Peter, with John, fixing his eyes upon him, 
said: Look upon us. And he looked earnestly upon 
them, hoping that he should receive something from 
them. But Pet^ said : Silver and gold I have none : 
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but what I have, I give thee: in the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. And having taken 
him by the right hand, he lifted him up, and forthwith 
his feet and soles became firm. And he leaping up, 
stood, and walked; and entered with them into the 
temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 

And when great crowds were gathered together at 
the tidings of the miracle, Peter again preached to them 
that it was by the power of the crucified Jesus that these 
things were done : and he called upon them all to be- 
lieve in His name, and repent of their sins. This roused 
the jealousy of the priests and rulers of the people, and 
they seized the apo^es and cast them into prison ; for 
already the number of those who beheved had reached 
five thousand. And the next day they called the apostles 
before them, and asked by what power, or name, they 
did these things. And Peter, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, again declared that it was Jesus of Nazareth who 
wrought these marvels. And the rulers, seeing the 
constancy of the apostles, and knowing that they were 
poor and unlearned persons, were astonished and terrified, 
and contented themselves with commanding them to 
keep silence for the future. And they let them go, 
fearing the vengeance of the people if they punished 
them, though the apostles declared that they must obey 
God rather than men. 



Chap. III. Ananias and Saphira. The Miracles of the Apostles. 
They are apprehended and scourged. 

At this wonderful progress of the faith, and the deUver- 
ance of the apostles, the hearts of all who believed were 
filled with joy, and peace and brotherly love ruled the 
souls of aU. They cast their goods also into one com- 
mon stock, and each was supplied according to his need. 

But a certain man, named Ananias, with Saphira 
his wife, sold a field, and by fraud kept part of the 
price of the field, his wife being conscious of it ; and 
bringing a certain part of it^ he laid it at the feet of the 



Digitized by Google 



346 



THE ACTS OF THB APOSTLSS. 



apostles. But Peter said : Ananias, why hath Satan 

tempted thy heart, that thou shouldst lie to the Holy 

Ghost, and hy fraud keep part of the price of the field? I 

Whilst it remained, did it not remain to thee? and 

being sold, was it not in thy power ? Why hast thou 

conceived this thing in thy heart? Thou hast not lied 

to men, but to God. And Ananias hearmg these words, 

fell down, and gave up the ghost. And great fear came i 

upon all that heard it And the young men rising up, I 

removed him, and carrying him out, buried him. And 

it came to pass, about the space of three hours after, his 

wife also, not knowing what had happened, came in. 

And Peter said to her : Tell me, woman, whether you 

sold the field for so much? And she said: Yea, for so 

much. And Peter said unto her : Why have you agreed | 

together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord ? Behold, the 

feet of those who have buried thy husband, are at the 

door ; and they shall carry thee out. Immediately she 

fell down before his feet, and gave up the ghost. And 

the young men coming in, found her dead ; and carried 

her out, and buried her by her husband. And there 

came great fear upon the whole Church, and upon all 

that heard these things. 

And by the hands of the Apostles many signs and 
wonders were done among the people. And they were 
all with one accord in Solomon's porch. But of the 
rest no one durst join himself to them : but the people 
magnified them. And the multitude of men and women 
that beUeved in the Lord was more increased, insomuch 
that they brought out the sick into the streets, and laid 
them on beds and couches, that when Peter came, Ins 
shadow at the least might overshadow any of them, and 
they might be delivered from their infirmities. And I 
there came also together to Jerusalem a multitude out 
of the neighbouring cities, bringing sick persons, and 
such as were troubled with unclean spirits : who were 
all healed. 

Then, again, the high-priest, who at this time was 
of the sect of the Sadducees, with his supporters, filled J 
with fear and anger, seized the apostles and cast them 
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into the common prison. But at night an angel set 
them free, and bade them return and preach again in 
the temple. This miraculous deliverance, however, only 
terrified in some degree the unbelieving high-priest. He 
again seized the apostles, though without force, fearing 
the people, and brought them before the councU. And 
when Peter and the rest boldly declared the resurrection 
of Jesus before them, they were cut to the heart, and 
proposed to put them to death. By the advice of Ga- 
maliel, a Pharisee of great learning and repute, they, 
however, gave up the bloody design, and contented 
themselves with scourging the apostles, and then dis- 
missed them. And tJaey went from the council re- 
joicing that they were accounted worthy to suffer re- 
proach for the name of Jesus. And they ceased not 
every day in the temple, and from house to house, to 
teach and preach Christ Jesus. 



Chap. IY. The Ordaining of the Seven Beacons.^ The Zeal and 
Martyrdom of Stephen. Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. 

The number of Christians now increasing rapidly, a 
dispute arose from the difficulty the apostles found in 
attending to the temporal concerns of the poor. The 
converts who had been brought up among the Gentiles 
complained against the rest, that their widows were 
neglected in the daily distribution of money. The 
apostles, therefore, enjoined on the brethren to choose 
seven men, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, who 
should fulfil the duties of deacons, and superintend 
the business, for which they themselves had no leisure. 
And they chose Stephen, Philip, Prochoras, Nicanor, 
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas of Antioch. These 
seven the apostles ordained, by the imposition of hands, 
with prayer. 

Stephen, one of the seven, immediately did great 
wonders and signs among the people ; and confounded, 
by his speaking, all those who disputed with him. The 
unbelieving Jews then bribed false witnesses to say that 
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Stephen had blasphemed against Moses and against 
God; and they carried him before the council of the 
high-priest. There Stephen again preached the power 
of Jesus Christ ; reminding the Jews of their past his- 
tory, of the mercies of God to them, and of the mad- 
ness with which their fathers had ever persecuted the 
prophets. And they were cut to the heart : and they 
gnashed with their teeth at him. But he being full of 
the Holy Ghost, looking np steadfastly to heaven, saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. And he said : Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. 
And they crying out with a loud voice, stopped their 
ears, and with one accord rushed in violently upon him. 
And having cast him out of the city, they stoned him : 
and the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet 
of a youDg man, whose name was Saul. And they 
stoned Stephen^ invoking, and saying : Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my spirit. And kneeling down, he cried out with 
a loud voice, saying: Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep in 
the Lord. And Saul was consenting to his death. 

The death of Stephen was the signal for a fierce 
persecution of all the Christians in Jerusalem ; they dis* 
persed themselves throughout Judea and Samaria, the 
apostles alone remaining at Jerusalem. Saul was dis- 
tinguished among the bloodiest persecutors; and he 
went from house to house, and dragged men and women 
alike to prison. 

Meanwhile this persecution at Jerusalem became the 
means of the spread of the Gbspel into many places 
throughout the country. In Samaria, Phihp the dea- 
con converted great numbers of men and women; 
among the rest Simon, a man who had practised magic, 
and deceived many people. All these Philip baptised ; 
and afterwards the apostles Peter and John came down 
from Jerusalem, and confirmed the new converts by laying 
on of hands. And when Simon saw, that by the impo- 
sition of the hands of the apostles the Holy Ghost was 
given, he offered them money, saying: Give me also 
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this power, that on whomsoeyer I shall lay hands, he 
may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said to him : 
May thy money pensh with thee : hecause thou hast 
esteemed the gift of God to he purchased with money. 
Thou hast no part nor lot in this matter : for thy heart 
is not right in the sight of God. Do penance, therefore, 
from this thy wickedness : and pray to God, that per- 
haps this thought of thy heart may he foi^ven thee : 
for I see thou art in the gall of hittemess, and in the 
bonds of iniquity. Then Simon answering, said : Pray 
you to the Lord for me, that none of these things which 
you have said may come upon me. 

Peter and John then returned to Jerusalem, preach- 
ing as they went to many cities of the Samaritans. And 
an angel appeared to Philip, and bade him go down to 
the Southern country, between Jerusalem and Gaza. 
And he went. And th^ was a man of Ethiopia, a 
eunucl\, of great authority under Gandace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who had charge over all her treasures, had 
come to Jerusalem to adwe. And he was returning, 
sitting on his chariot, and reading Isaias the prophet. 
And the Spirit said to Philip : Go near, and join thyself 
to that chariot. And Ph^ip running thither, heard 
him reading the Prophet Isaias : and he said : Thinkest 
thou that tihou understandest what thou readest ? And 
he said : How can I, unless some one shew me ? And 
he desired Philip to come up, and sit with him. And 
the place of the Scripture, which he read, was this : As 
a sheep He was led to the slaughter : and like a lamb 
without a voice before his shearer, so opened He not 
His mouth. In humility His judgment was taken away. 
Who shall deelare His generation ; for His life shall be 
taken away from the eaJtii. And the eunuch, answer- 
ing Philip, said : I beseech thee, of whom doth the pro- 
phet speak this ? of himself, or of some other ? And 
Philip, opening his mouth, and beginniug at that Scrip- 
ture, preached to him Jesus. And as they went on the 
way, they came to a certain wat«r: and the eunuch 
saith: See; here is water; what hindereth me from 
being baptised? And Philip said: If thou believed 
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with thy whole heart, thou mayest. And he answering, 
said: I heliere that Jesus Christ is the Son of Grod. 
And he commanded the chariot to stand still : and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch ; 
and he baptised him. And when they were come up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord took away Phi- 
lip : and the eunuch saw him no more. And he went 
on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found in Azotus ; 
and passing through, he preached the Gospel to all the 
cities, tUl he came to Cesarea. 



Chap. Y. The Conversion of Saul. 

During this time Saul, who had assisted at the murder 
of Stephen, continued breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples, and went to the high- 
priest, and asked of him letters to Damascus to the 
synagogues ; that if he found any men and women of 
tlds way, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
And as he went on his journey, it came to pass, that 
he drew near to Damascus : and suddenly a light from 
heaven shined round about him. And faUing on the 
ground, he heard a voice saying to him: Saul, Saul, 
why dost thou persecute Me ? And he said : Who art 
Thou, Lord ? And He said : I am Jesus, whom thou dost 
persecute : it is hard for thee to kick against the goad. 
And he, trembHng and astonished, said: Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do ? And the Lord said to him : 
Arise, and go into the city ; and there it shall be told 
thee what thou must do. Now the men, who went in 
company with him, stood amazed, hearing indeed a 
voice, but seeing no one. And Saul arose from the 
ground ; and his eyes being open, he saw nothing. But 
tiiey leading him by the hands, brought him into Da- 
mascus. And he was there three days, without sight : 
and he neither eat nor drank. 

Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, by 
name Ananias : and the Lord said to him in a vision : 
Ananias. And he said : Behold, I am here. Lord. And 
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the Lord said to bim : Arise, and go into the street, that 
is called Strait ; and seek, in the house of Judas, one 
named Saul of Tarsus ; for, behold, he prayetb. (And 
he saw a man named Ananias coming in, and laying 
his hands upon him, that he might receive his sight.) 
But Ananias answered : Lord, I have beard from many 
of this man, how great evils he hath done to Thy saints 
in Jerusalem: and here he hath authority from the 
chief priests, to bind all that invoke Thy name. And 
the Lord said to him : Go ; for this man is a vessel of 
election to Me, to carry My name before the Gentiles, 
and kings, and the children of Israel. For I will shew 
him how great things he must suffer for the sake of My 
name. And Ananias went his way, and entered into the 
house; and laying bis bands on him, be said: Saul, 
brother, the Lord Jesus bath sent me. He who appeared 
to thee in the way as thou camest, that thou mayest 
receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 
And immediately there fell from his eyes as it were 
scales : and he received his sight ; and rising up, he 
was baptised. And when he had taken meat, he was 
strengthened. 

And he was with the disciples who were at Damas- 
cus, for some days. And immediately he preached Jesus 
in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. And all 
were astonished that heard him, and said : Is not this 
he who in Jerusalem attacked violently those who called 
upon that name ; and came hither for this purpose, that 
he might lead them bound to the chief priests ? But 
Saul increased much more in strength, and confounded 
the Jews who dwelt at Damascus, affirming that this is 
the Christ. And when many days were passed, the 
Jews consulted together to kill him. But their laying 
in wait was made known to Saul. And they guarded 
the gates also day and night, that they might kill him. 
But the disciples taking him by night, conveyed him 
away by the wall, letting bim down in a basket. And 
when he was come into Jerusalem, he offered to join 
himself to the disciples ; and all were afraid of him, not 
believing that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took 
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him, and brought him to the apostles, and related to 
them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that 
He had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had 
acted confidently in the name of Jesus. And he was 
with them coming in and going out in Jerusalem, and 
acting confidently in the name of the Lord. He spoke 
also to the Gentiles, and disputed with the Grecians: 
but they sought to kill him. Which when the brethren 
had known, they brought him down to Cesarea, and 
sent him away to Tarsus. 



Cha-P. yi. Peter heals Eneas, and raises Tabitha to life. 
The Conversion of Cornelius. 

The Church now had rest and peace for a while. And 
Peter went about consoling and instructing the dis- 
ciples, and working great wonders amongst them. He 
healed Eneas of Lydda, who had been confined to his 
bed for eight years with the palsy, at Joppe ; and raised 
to life Tabitha (called also Dorcas), a woman of great 
piety and charity to the poor. 

While he remained in Joppe, it pleased God to call 
in the Gentiles to the Church ; for hitherto the Gospel 
had been preached only in Judea and Samaria. In Ce- 
sarea dwelt a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the 
band which is called the Italian. A religious man, and 
one that feared God with all his house, who gave much 
alms to the people, and prayed to God always : he saw 
in a vision manifestly, about the ninth hour of the day, 
an angel of God coming in to him, and saying to him : 
Cornelius. And he beholding him, being seized with 
fear, said : What is it, Lord ? And He said to him : Thy 
prayers and thy alms hare ascended for a memorial in 
the sight of God. And now send men to Joppe, and 
call hither one Simon, who is surnamed Peter: he 
lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by 
the sea-side: he shall tell thee what thou must do. 
And when the angel who spoke to him was departed, 
he called two of his household servants, and a soldier 
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that feared the Lord, of those who were under him : to 
whom when he had rekted all, he sent them to Joppe. 

On the next day, whilst tiiey were going on tiieip 
jonmey, and drawing near to the city, Peter went up 
to the Mgher parts of the house to pray, ahout the sixth 
hour, ibid being hungry, he was desirous to taste 
somewhat. And as they were preparing, there came 
upon him an ecstacy of mind: and he saw heaven 
opened, and a certain yessel descending, as it were a 
great sheet, let down by the four comers from heaven 
to the earth, in which were all manner of four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things of the earth, and fowls of 
the air. And there came a voice to him : Arise, Peter, 
kill and eat. But Peter said : Far be it from me, Lord : 
for I have never eaten any common and unclean thing. 
For he still believed that he was to continue to obey 
the old rules of the law of Moses, by which the flesh 
of many animals was made unclean, and forbidden as 
food. And a Voice from heaven reproved him, saying : 
That which God hath cleansed, do not thou call cpm- 
mon. These beasts and birds were sent to the apostle 
as a figure of the race of men, both Jew and Gtentile ; 
and, by the command to kill and eat, Peter was taught 
that the distinction between the clean Jew and the un- 
clean Gentile was henceforth to be abolished. And all 
this was done three times ; and immediately the vessel 
was drawn up into heaven. 

Peter still doubted what the vision could mean, 
when the messengers of Cornelius came to the gate 
of the house, and inquired whether Simon sumamed 
Peter lodged there. And as Peter was thinking on the 
vision, the Spirit said to him : Behold, three men seek 
thee. Then Peter brought them in, and lodged them ; 
and the next day departed with them to go to Corne- 
lius. And Cornelius waited for them, having called to- 
gether his kinsmen and special friends. And it came 
to pass, when Peter was come in, Cornelius met him, 
and falling down at his feet worshipped. But Peter 
raised him up, saying : Rise, I mysefif also am a man. 
And talking with him he went in, and found many that 
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were come together. And he said to them : You know 
how abominable a thing it is for a man that is a Jew to 
keep company or to come to one of another nation : but 
God hath shewed to me not to call any man common 
or unclean. Wherefore making no doubt, I came when 
I was sent for. I ask, therefore, for what cause you 
have sent for me ? And Cornelius said : Four days ago, 
until this hour, I was praying in my house at the ninth 
hour, and behold a man stood before me in white ap- 
parel, and said : Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thy 
alms are remembered in the sight of God. Send there- 
fore to Joppe, and call hither Simon, who is sumamed 
Peter : he lodgeth in the house of Sunon a tanner by 
the sea-side. Immediately therefore I sent to thee : and 
thou hast done well in coming. Now, therefore, all we 
are present in thy sight, to hear all things whatsoever 
are commanded thee by the Lord. 

Then Peter said : In very deed I perceive that God 
is not a respecter of persons ; but in every nation he 
that feareth Him and worketh justice is acceptable to 
Him. And as he preached Jesus and the resurrection, 
and declared that all the prophets gave testimony that 
by His name all who believe receive remission of sins, 
the Holy Ghost fell upon Cornelius and the rest. And 
the believers of the Jewish race, who had come with 
Peter, were astonished because the grace of the Holy 
Ghost was also poured out upon the Gentiles. For 
they heard them speaking vrith tongues, and magnify- 
ing God. Then Peter answered : Can any man forbid 
water, that these should not be baptised, who have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he com- 
manded them to be baptised in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Then they entreated him to stay with 
them some days. 

Peter then returned to Jerusalem, where the Jewish 
behever was at first blamed for his intercourse with 
the Grentiles, until he related to them his vision, and 
all that had taken place. Then they glorified God, for 
having given to the Gentiles repentance unto life. 

During the next year great multitudes were con- 
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verted at Antioch by the preaching of Barnabas and 
Saul. And at Antioch the disciples were first called 
Christians. There also a prophet from Jerusalem 
named Agabus foretold a great famine shortly to take 

Elace ; upon which the disciples, according to their abi- 
ty, immediately sent rehef to their poorer brethren in 
Judea, by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 



Chap. VII. Herod's Persecution. Peter's Deliverancse, 



King Herod now commenced a fresh persecution of 
the Church. He killed James the brother of John with 
the sword. And seeing that it pleased the Jews, he 
proceeded further to tiJce Peter also (now it was in 
the days of the azymes), whom, as soon as he had 
apprehended, he cast into prison, deHvering him to four 
quaternions of soldiers to be kept, intending, after the 
pasch, to bring him forth to the people. Peter therefore 
was kept in prison. But prayer was made without 



Herod would have brought him forth, that very night 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains ; and &e guards before the door kept the 
prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by 
iiim : and a light shined in the room : and he striking 
Peter on the side, raised him up, saying : Arise quickly. 
And the chains fell off from his hands. And the angel 
said to him: Gird thyself, and put on thy sandds. 
And he did so. And he said to him : Cast thy garment 
about thee, and follow me. And going out he followed 
him, and knew not that it was true, which was done by 
the angel, but thought he saw a vision. And having 
passed through the first and the second ward, they 
came to the iron gate that leadeth to the city, which of 
itself opened to &em. And going out, they passed on 
through one street ; and immediately the angel departed 
from him. 

And Peter coming to himself^ said: Now I know 



Herod's Death. 



ceasing by the Church 
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indeed that the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath 
delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and ^om all the 
expectation of the people of the Jews. And considering, 
he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, who 
was sumamed Mark, where many were assembled, and 
praying. And when he knocked at the door of the 
gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhode. And 
as soon as she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the 
gate for joy, but running in, she told that Peter stood 
before the gate. But they said to her : Thou art mad. 
But she affirmed that it was so. Then said they : It is 
his angel. But Peter continued knocking. And when 
they had opened, they saw him, and were astonished. 
But he beckoning to them with his hand to hold their 
peace, told how the Lord had brought him out of 
prison, and he said: Tell these things to James and 
to the brethren* And bemg gone out, he went into 
another place. 

An awful death soon after carried off Herod. On 
a certain day he sat in judgment upon an affair of the 
Tyrians and Sidonians ; and, arrayed in kingly apparel, 
made an oration to them. And the people with accla- 
mations cried out : It is the voice of a god, and not of 
a man. And forthwith an angel of the Lord struck him, 
because he had not given the honour to God : and eaten 
up by worms, he expired. 



Chap. VIII. Paul and Barnabsfi preach at Antioch, Paphos, 
Iconium, and Lystra. The Lame Man healed. 

At Antioch it was now intimated by the Holy Ghost to 
the chief men in the Church, that Saul and Barnabas, 
then ministeriqg in that city, should be set apart for 
some special work to which Grod had called them. 
With fasting and praying they therefore laid hands 
upon these two, and sent them away. Thus led by the 
Holy Ghost, Saul (now called Paul, a Roman name, Saul 
being a Jewish name,) and Barnabas went to Seleuda 
and Cyprus. At Paphos they were invited by Sergius 
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PauluSy the Roman proconsul, or governor, to preach 
before him. And a magician of the place, Elymas by 
name, vehemently opposed them, and was stricken with 
blindness at the word of Paul. And Sergius Paulus, 
recognising the power of God in the judgment executed 
by the hand of His servants, was convej^ed to the faith 
of Christ. 

From Paphos the Apostles went by Perge in Pam* 
philia to Antioch in Pisidia, where they made many con- 
verts among the Gentiles. The Jews, however^ stirred 
up a persecution against them ; and dierefore, shaking 
off the dust of their feet as they went, as a token that 
they disowned and rejected them, they left Antioch, and 
went to Iconium. There they stayed some time, and 
preached with great power, and wrought many mira- 
cles ; till the hatred of the Jews excited a riot in the 
town, which drove the Apostles away. They then went 
to Derbe and Lystra, cities of Lycaonia. 

In Lystra they found a man who was impotent in 
his feet, and a cripple £rom his birth. This man heard 
Paul speak ; and Paul, looking upon him, and seeing 
that he had faith to be healed, said with a loud voice : 
Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped up and 
walked, ^d when the multitudes had seen what Paul 
had done, they lifted up their voice in the Lycaonian 
tongue, saying : The gods, in the likeness of men, are 
come down to us. And they called Barnabas, Jupiter ; 
but Paul, Mercury, because he was the chief speaker. 
The priest also of Jupiter, that was before the city, 
bringing oxen and glands before the gate, would have 
offered sacrifice with the people. Which when the 
Apostles Barnabas and Paul had heard, rending their 
clothes, they ran among the people, crying out, aod 
saying ; men, why do ye these things? We also are 
mortfds, men like unto you, preaching to you to be 
converted from these vain things to the living God, who 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are in them : who in past generations suffered all 
nations to walk in their own way. Nevertheless He 
left not Himself without testimony, doing good {torn 
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heaven, ^ving rains, and froitfiil seasons, filling onf 
hearts with food and gladness. And speaking these 
things, they scarce restrained the people from sacrificing 
to them. 

Now there came thither certain Jews from Antioch 
and Iconium ; and having persuaded the multitude, and 
having stoned Paul, they cbagged him out of the city, 
thinking him to he dead. But as the disciples stood 
round ahout him, he rose up and entered into the city, 
and the next day he departed with Bamahas to Derhe. 
And when they had preached the Gospel to that city, 
and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, 
and to Iconium, and to Antioch ; confirming the souls 
of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the 
faith : for that through many tribulations we must enter 
into the kingdom of God. And when they had ordained 
for them pnests in every church, and had prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord, in whom 
they believed. And passing through Pisidia, they came 
into Pamphylia. And having spoken the word of the 
Lord in Perge, they went down to Attalia : and thence 
they sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been de- 
Hvered to the grace of God, unto the work which they 
accomplished. And when they were arrived, and had 
assembled the Church, they related what great things 
Grod had done with them, and how He had opened the 
door of faith to the Gentiles. 



Chap. IX. Paul and Silas at Fhilippi. 

Many of the Jewish converts were still not convinced 
that the ceremonial portion of the Mosaic law was not 
binding upon Christians ; and they attempted to force 
the Gentile converts to obey its regulations. While Paul 
and Barnabas were at Antioch, some of these Jewish 
Christians came down from Jerusalem, and caused no 
small dissension, by declaring that unless the Gkntile 
converts were circumcised, they could, not be saved. 
At length, as they persisted in opposing the judgment 
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of the Apostles, Paul and Barnabas themselves, with 
some of the other side, went to lay the dispute before 
the Apostles and priests at Jerusalem. 

A council was accordingly held, and after much dis- 
cussion, Peter rose and gave his judgment against those 
who maintained the perpetual obligation of the law of 
Moses ; and a letter conveying the decree was sent to 
Antioch by the hands of !Bamabas and Paul, together 
with Judas, sumamed Barsabas, and Silas. Its dehvery 
caused great joy and peace among the brethren ; and, 
after some stay, Paul said to Barnabas : Let us return 
and visit the brethren in all the cities wherein we have 
preached the word of the Lord, to see how they do. 
And Barnabas had a mind to take along with him Jolm 
also, who was sumamed Mark. But Paul desired that 
he (as having departed from them out of Pamphyha, 
and not gone with them to the work) might not be re- 
ceived. And there was a dissension, so that they de- 
parted one from another, and Barnabas indeed having 
taken with him Mark, sailed to Cyprus. But Paul 
choosing Silas departed, being delivered by the brethren 
to the grace of God. And he went through Syria and 
Cilicia, confirming the Churches ; commanding them to 
keep the precepts of the Apostles and the ancients. 

At Lystra Paul found Timothy, a young disciple, the 
son of a Jewish woman, who was a Christian, and of a 
Gentile father. This young man, being well known for 
his rare piety and divine knowledge, Paul took with 
him ; bu^ as he knew that the Jews would be preju- 
diced against him, as the son of a Gentile father, he 
circumcised him before departing. For, as he made 
himself all things to all men, so he was ready either to 
observe or to lay aside the ceremonial regulations of the 
Jewish law, as best might further the spread of the 
Gospel. 

With Timothy he then went through Phrygia and the 
neighbouring countries to Troas, where a man of Mace- 
donia appeared to him in a vision by night, saying: 
Pass over into Macedonia, and help us. llience he 
went immediately to Philippi, a chief city of Macedonia, 
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where lie lodged in the honse of Lydia, a seller of pur- 
ple, who, with her household, was haptised. There 
also he cast out an evil spirit from a girl, who made 
great gain for her masters hy divination. And her 
masters seeing that the hope of their gain was gone^ 
having apprehended Paul and Silas, they brought them 
into the market-place to the rulers; and presenting 
them to the magistrates, said : These men disturb our 
city, being Jews ; and preach a fashion which it is not 
lawful for us to receive, nor observe, being Romans. 
And the people ran together against them : and their 
garments being torn off, the magistrates commanded 
them to be beaten with rods. And when they had laid 
many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison^ 
charging the jailer to keep them securely. Who havii:^ 
received such a charge, thrust them into the inner 
prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. 

And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed and praised 
God : and they who were in prison heard them. And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so tb^t the foun* 
dations of the prison were shaken. And immediately 
all the doors were opened : and every on^'s bands were 
loosed. And the keeper of the prison b^ing awakened^ 
and seeing the doors of the prison opern, having drawn 
his sword, would have killed himself, imagining that 
the prisoners had fled. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, saying : Do thyself no harm, for we are all here* 
Then caUing for a hght, he went in, and trembling fell 
down at the feet of Paul and Silas : and bnnging them 
out, he said : Masters, what must I d.o that I may be 
saved ? And they said : BeHeve in the Ijurd Jeras : and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in hia 
house. And he taking them the sioae hour of the 
night, washed their wounds : and he was bi^^tised, and 
presently all his family. And w^neA he had brought 
them into his own house, he lairi dte table for them* 
and rejoiced with all his family, believing God. The 
next day the magistrates sent to let them go. 

But Paul said to the meafl(»iger&: After having 
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whipped US publicly, uncondemned, men that are Bo- 
mans, they sent us to prison : and now do they thrust 
us out privately? Not so: but let them come, and 
they themselves send us out. And the sergeants told 
these words to the magistrates. And they were afraid, 
having heard they were Romans ; and they came and 
besought them to depart in peace. And they went out 
of the prison and entered into the house of Lydia : and 
having seen the brethren, they comforted them, and 
departed. 



Chap. X. Paul preaches at Athens. 

Passing through Amphipolis and ApoUonia, Paul and 
Silas, with Timothy, came to Thessalonica and Berea, 
where they preached, till the Jews of the place, inflamed 
with auger, stirred up a riot, as they were accustomed 
in other places, to drive them away. Silas and Timothy, 
however, remained at Berea, wlule Paul went on to 
Athens. There his spirit was stirred within him, seeing 
the city wholly given to idolatry. And he disputed in 
the synagogue with the Jews, and with them that served 
God, and in the market-place, every day with tliose that 
were present. And some Epicurean and Stoic philo- 
sophers disputed with him, and some said : What is it 
that this babbler would say ? But others : He seemeth 
to be a publisher of new gods : because he preached to 
them Jesus and the resurrection. And taking him^ 
they brought him to the Areopagus, saying: May we 
know what this new doctrine is which thou speakest 
of? For thou bringest certain new things to our ears : 
we would know therefore what these things mean. 
(Now all the Athenians, and strangers that were there, 
employed themselves in nothing else but either in telling 
or in hearing some new thing.) 

And Paid standing in the midst of the Areopagus, 
said : Ye men of Athens, I perceive that you are in all 
things as it were too superstitious. For passing by and 
seeing your idols, I found an altar also> on which was 



Digitized by Google 



362 



THB ACTS OF THE AF0STLB8. 



written : to the unknown god. What therefore yotl 
worship without knowing it, this I preach to you. God 
who made the world and all things that are in it, He 
being the Lord of heaven and eiurth, dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands. Nor is He served hy the 
hands of men as though He needed any thing, seeing it 
is He who giveth to aU life, and breath, and aJl things : 
and hath made of one, all mankind, to dwell upon the 
whole face of the earth, determining appointed times, 
and the limits of their habitation, that they should seek 
God, if haply they may feel after Him or find Him: 
although He be not far from every one of us : for in 
Him we live, and we move, and we are, as some also 
of your own poets said : for we are also His ofGspring. 
Being therefore the offspring of Grod, we must not sup- 
pose the Divinity to be like unto gold or silver, or stone, 
the graving of art and device of man. And Qod indeed, 
having overlooked the times of this ignorance, now de- 
cdareth to men, that all should everywhere do penance. 
Because He hath appointed a day, wherein He will judge 
the world in equity, by the Man whom He hath ap- 
pointed, giving faith to all, by raising Him up from the 
dead. And when they had heard of the resurrection of 
the dead, some indeed mocked : but others said : We will 
hear thee again concerning this matter. So Paul went 
out from among them. But certain men adhered to 
him, and believed: among whom was also Dionysius 
the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaiis, and 
others with them. 



Chap. XI. Paul confirms the Chnrch at Ephesus. The tumiilt 
of the Silversmiths. 

From Athens Paul journeyed to Corinth, where, not- 
withstanding the violent opposition of the Jews, he 
converted many ; and being stren^ened by Qod in a 
vision, remained in the city, teachmg the word of God, 
for a year and six months. At length the Jews carried 
him before the Boman governor Gallio, and accused him 
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of teaching men to worship God contrary to the laws. 
And when Paul was heginning to open his mouth, Gral- 
lio said to the Jews : If it were some matter of wrong, 
or a heinous deed, you men, O Jews, it would be reason- 
able I should bear with you. But if they be questions 
of a word and of names, and of your law, look you to 
it : I will not be judge of such matters. And he drove 
them from the judgment-seat. And all laying hold on 
Sosthenes the ruler of the synagogue, struck him before 
the judgment-seat : and Gallio cared for none of those 
things. 

Paul then left Corinth, and departed for Ephesus, 
where, after another circuit near the coasts, he again re- 
turned, and baptised and confirmed the converts recently 
made. He preached in Ephesus for about two years, so 
that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord, Jews 
and Gentiles. And God wrought special miracles by the 
hand of Paul ; so that even there were brought from 
his body to the sick, handkerchiefs and aprons, and the 
diseases departed from them, and the wicked spirits 
went out of them. Now some of the Jewish exorcists, 
who went about, attempted to invoke, over them that 
had evil spirits, the name of the Lord Jesus, saying : I 
conjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. And Siere 
were certain men, seven sons of Sceva a Jew, a chief 
priest, who did this. But an evil spirit answering, said 
to them : Jesus I know, and Paul I know ; but who are 
you ? And the man in whom the evil spirit was, leaping 
upon them, and mastering them both, prevailed against 
them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 
wounded. And this was known to all the Jews and the 
Gentiles who dwelt at Ephesus : and fear fell on them 
all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. And 
many of those who believed came confessing and declar- 
ing their deeds. And many of those who had followed 
curious things, brought their books together and burnt 
them before all : and the price of them being computed, 
they found the money to be fifty thousand pieces of 
silver. So mightily increased the word of God, and was 
confirmed. 
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At length a yiolent tamiilt arose in the city. A cer- 
tain silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver tem- 
ples for Diana, brought no small gain to the craftsmen : 
whom having called together, with workmen of like 
occupation, he said : You men, you know that our gain 
is by this trade : now you see and hear that this Paid by 
persuasion hath drawn away a great multitude, not only 
at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, saying : 
That they are no gods which are made with hands. So 
that not only this our craft is in danger to be vilified, 
but also the temple of great Diana shidl be thought no- 
thing otj yea, and her majesty shall begin to be destroyed 
whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. Having 
heard these things they were fuU of anger, and cried 
out, saying : Great is Diana of the Ephesians. And the 
whole city was filled with confusion, and they rushed 
with one accord into the theatre, having caught Gbius 
and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, companions of 
Paul. And when Paul would have entered in unto the 
people, the disciples suffered him not. And some also 
of the rulers of Asia, who were his friends, sent unto 
him, desiring that he would not venture himself into the 
theatre. Now some cried out one thing, some another ; 
for the assembly was confused, and the ^eater part 
knew not for what cause they were come together. And 
they drew forth Alexander out of, the n^ultitude, the 
Jews thrusting him forward. And Alexander, beckoning 
with his band for silence, would have given the people 
satisfaction. But as soon as they perceived him to be a 
Jew, all with one voice, for the space of about two hours, 
cried out : Great is Diana of the Ephesians. In the end 
the tumult was appeased; and Paul, having exhorted 
the disciples, took his leave, and set forth to go to 
Macedonia. 



Chap. Xn. Paul's Diseoiirse to the Clergy of Ephesua. 

Paul now passed through Macedonia and many parts 
of Greece. At Troas he raised to life a young man named 
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Eutychus, who was oppressed with sleep, while Paul 
was long preaching, and fell from a great height and 
was killed. At PhUetus he sent to Ephesus, and called 
the ancients of the Church. And he said to them : You 
know from the first day that I came into Asia, in what 
manner I have heen with you all the time, serving the 
Lord with all humility, and with tears, and temptations 
which came upon me from the snares of the Jews : how 
I have kept hack nothing that was profitable to you, 
but have preached it to you, and taught you pubhcly, 
and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and 
Gentiles penance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And now, behold, bound in the spirit, I 
go to Jerusalem; not knowing the things that shall 
befall me there : only that the Holy Ghost in every city 
witnesseth to me, saying : That chains and afflictions wait 
for me at Jerusalem. But I fear none of these things : 
neither do I count my life more precious than myself, 
so that I may consummate my course, and the ministry 
of the word which I have received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God. And now, 
behold, I know that all you, among whom I have gone 
preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no 
more. Wherefore I take you to witness this day, that 
I am clear from the blood of all. For I have not been 
wanting to declare to you all the counsel of God. Take 
heed to yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the 
Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops, to rule the Church 
of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood. 
I know that, after my departure, ravenous wolves will 
enter in among you, not sparing the flock. And of your 
own selves will rise up men speaking perverse things, 
to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, 
keeping in memory, that for three years I ceased not 
night and day, with tears admonishing every one of you. 
And now I commend you to God, and to the word of 
His grace, who is able to build up, and to give an inhe- 
ritance among all the sanctified. 1 have not coveted any 
man's silver, gold, or apparel, as you yourselves know : 
that as for such tilings as were needful for me, and for 
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them that are with me, these hands have furnished. I 
have shewed you all things, that labouring in this man- 
ner, we must receive the weak, and remember the word 
of the Lord Jesus, how He said : It is more blessed to 
give than to receive. And when he had said theae 
things, kneeling down, he prayed with them alL And 
there was much weeping among them all: and falling 
on Paul's neck, they kissed him, being very much 
grieved for the word which he bad said, that they should 
see his face no more. And they conducted him to the 
ship. 



Chap. XIIL Paul goes to Jernsalem, and is apprehended by the 
Jews in the Temple. 

From Miletus, Paul, now accompanied by Luke, went 
on to Tyre, where he was gladly received by the disci- 
ples. From thence they went to Cesarea, and lodged 
seven days with Philip the Evangelist, one of the seven 
deacons, who had four daughters, virgins, who were 
endowed with the gift of prophecy. And while they 
were there, there came from Judea a certain prophet, 
named Agabus, And when he was come to them, he took 
Paul's girdle : and binding his own feet and hands, he 
said: These things saith the Holy Ghost: The man 
whose girdle this is, thus shall the Jews bind in Jeru- 
salem, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gen- 
tiles. Then they all began to entreat him not to go 
to Jerusalem. But he would not hear, and said that he 
was ready not only to be bound, but to die for the name 
of the Lord Jesus. And they ceased their importunity, 
and said : The will of the Lord be done. 

And when they reached Jernsalem, the brethren re- 
ceived them gladly. And they told Paul that the Jewish 
converts were strongly prejudiced against him, because 
they had heard that he spoke against the observance of 
circumcision, and the other ceremonies of the Mosaic 
law. By their advice, therefore, in order to shew the 
Jewish Christians that though he did not enforce obe- 
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dience to the law of Moses, yet he did not forbid it, he 
joined himself to four men who had made a certain vow, 
and in fulfilling it observing all the rules prescribed by 
the law. Nevertheless, though the Jewish Christians 
were thus satisfied, the unbelieving Jews soon stirred 
up a tumult, and persuaded the multitude that Paul 
took the Gentiles into the temple. And the whole city 
was in an uproar : and there was a concourse of peo- 
ple. And having seized on Paul, they drew him out 
of the temple : and immediately the doors were shut. 
And as they were seeking to kHl him, it was told the 
tribune of the band: That all Jerusalem was in con- 
fusion. Who forthwith, taking with him soldiers and 
centurions, ran down to them. And when they saw the 
tribune and the soldiers, they left off beating Paul. 
Then the tribune coming near took him, and commanded 
him to be bound with two chains : and demanded who 
he was, and what he had done. And some cried out one 
thing, some another, among the multitude. And when 
he could not know the certainty because of the tumult, 
he commanded him to be brought into the castle. And 
when he was come to the stairs, it happened that he 
was borne up by the soldiers, because of the violence 
of the people. For the multitude of the people followed 
after, crying out: Away with him. And as Paul was 
about to be brought into the castle, he said to the tri- 
bune : May I speak something to thee? Who said: 
Canst thou speak Greek ? Art not thou that Egyptian 
who before these days didst raise a tumult, and didst 
lead forth into the desert four thousand men that were 
murderers? But Paul said to him : I am indeed a Jew, 
a man of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city. 
And I beseech thee, permit me to speak to the people. 
And when he had given him leave, Paul, standing on the 
stairs, beckoned with his hand to the people. 

And when Paul began to speak to them in the He- 
brew tongue, they were more than before disposed to 
listen to him, and for a time they heard him patiently, 
while he related the history of his conversion, till he 
told them how God had sent him to preach the Gospel 
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to the Gentiles. Then they were filled with fnry, and 
cried out for his death. And the tribone had him 
brought into the castle, that he might be scourged and 
tortured. But Paul demanded to be spared this torment 
because he was a Roman citizen, as it was unlawful to 
scourge any free-bom Soman uncondemned. He was 
therefore kept in prison, and the next day was brought 
before the Jewish council and the high priest Ananias 
for judgment. 



Chap. XIV. Paul before the Comidl, and before Felix. 

And Paul stood before the council and said: Men, 
brethren, I haye conversed with an entire good con- 
science before God until this present day. And the high 
priest Ananias commanded them who stood by him, to 
strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him : Grod 
shall strike thee, thou whited wall. For, sittest thou 
there to judge me according to the law, and contrary to 
the law commandest me to be struck ? And they that 
stood by, said : Dost thou revile the high priest of God ? 
And Paul said: I knew not, brethren, that he is the 
high priest. For it is written : Thou shalt not speak 
evil of the prince of thy people. 

Then Paul, knowing that the Jews were divided into 
two parties, the Pharisees and the Sadducees, the former 
of whom would take part with him against the latter 
on the doctrine of the resurrection, cried aloud : Men, 
brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees : con- 
cerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called 
in question. And when he had said this, there arose a 
dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: 
and the multitude was divided. For the Sadducees say 
that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit : but 
the Pharisees confess both. Now a great clamour was 
raised. And some of the Pharisees rising up, contended, 
saying : We find no evil in this man : what if a spirit 
hath spoken to him, or an angel? And when there 
arose a great dissension, the tribune, fearing lest Paul 
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should be torn in pieces by them, commanded the sol- 
diers to go down, and to take him by force from among 
them, and to bring him into the casde. And the night 
{following, the l40id. standing by him, said: Be constant: 
for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must 
thou bear witness also at Eome. 

And when it was day, some of the Jews assembled 
together, and bound themselves with a curse, saying : 
That they would neither eat nor drink, till they had 
killed Paul. And they were more than forty men that 
had made this conspiracy. And they came to the chief 
priests and the ancients, and said : We have bound our- 
selves under a curse that we will eat nothing till we kill 
Paul. Now, therefore, do you with the council signify 
to the tribune, that he bring him forth to you, as if ^ou 
meant to know something more certain concerning him : 
and we, before he come near, are ready to kill him. 
And when Paul's sister's son had heard of their lying in 
wait, he came, and entered into the castle, and told Paul. 
Then Paul, calling to him one of the centurions, said : 
Bring this young man to the tribune ; for he hath some- 
thing to tell him. So he took him, and brought him to 
the tribune, and send : Paul the prisoner desired me to 
bring this young man to thee, who hath something to say 
to thee. And the tribune taking him by the hand, went 
aside with him priyately, and asked him : What is it 
that thou hast to tell me? And he said: The Jews 
have agreed to desire thee, that thou wouldst bring 
forth Paul to-morrow into the council, as if they meant 
to inquire something more certain concerning him. But 
do not thou give credit to them : for there lie in wait for 
him more than forty men of them, who have bound them- 
selves by oath neither to eat nor to drink till they kill 
him : and they are now ready waiting for thy promise. 
The tribune therefore dismissed the young man, chain- 
ing him to tell no man that he had made known these 
things to him. 

The tribune then immediately sent oflF Paul, guarded 
by a strong band of soldiers, to Felix, the chief Roman 
governor at Cesarea, with a letter explaining who he 
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was» and what he was accused of hy the Jews. Five 
days afterwards the high priest Ananias, with other 
Jews, followed Paul to Cesarea, and accused him hefore 
Felix as a disturber of the peace of the country. Paul 
answered them by declaring his innocence of the crime 
laid to his charge ; and Felix, who had married a Jewish 
wife, and knew well the falsehood of the accusation, 
dismissed the accusers for a while, and kept Paul in 
prison, treating him at the same time with gentleness. 
After some days he sent for him, to hear him speak of 
the faith of Jesus Christ. And as he treated of justice, 
and chastening, and of the judgment to come, Felix 
being terrified, answered: For this time go thy way: 
but at a conyenient time I will send for thee. Hoping 
also, withal, that money would be given him by Paul : 
for which account he also frequently sent for him, and 
spoke with him. But two years passed by, and Felix, 
though convinced, remained unconverted ; and when 
Festus came to be governor in his place, desirous of gra- 
tifying the Jews, he left Paul a prisoner still. 



Chap. XV. Paul before Agrippa. 

Soon after Festus entered on his government, the Jews 
renewed their accusations against Paul ; and Festus, to 
gratify them, asked Paul whether he would return to Jeru- 
salem, and there be tried. But Paul appealed to Cesar, 
the Roman emperor, insisting upon his privileges as a 
Roman citizen, and demanded to be judged by him. 
This favour Festus could not refuse him ; and he was 
kept in prison until he could be sent to Rome. A short 
time afterwards, Agrippa, the Roman governor, or king, 
over another portion of the province of Judea, arrived 
at Cesarea, to congratulate Festus on his arrival. To 
him Festus spoke concerning Paul and his accusers. 
Agrippa wished to hear Paul himself ; and the next day 
the Apostle was brought into the hall of audience, where 
Agrippa, with his wife Bemice, and Festus, were pre- 
pared with great pomp to listen to his defence. And 
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Paul, when he was permitted to speak, recounted, as 
before, the history of his past life, and Ids conversion ; 
declaring that he now stood a witness of the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ. 

And as he said this, Festus cried with a loud voice, 
Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make 
thee mad. And Paul said : I am not mad, most excel- 
lent Festus ; but I speak words of truth and sobriety. 
For the king knoweth of these things, to whom also I 
speak with confidence : for I am persuaded that none of 
these things are hidden from him. For neither were 
any of these things done in a corner. Behevest thou 
the prophets, King Agrippa ? I know that thou be- 
hevest. Then Agrippa said to Paul: In a little thou 
persuadest me to become a Christian. And Paul said : 
I would to God that, both in little and in much, not 
only thou, but also all that hear me this day, should be- 
come such as I also am, except these chains. And the 
king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they 
that sat with them. And when they were gone aside, 
they conferred with one another, saying: This man 
hath done nothing that deserveth death or chains. And 
Agrippa said to Festus : This man might have been set 
at liberty, if he had not appealed to Cesar. 



Chap. XVI. Paul's Voyage. His Shipwreck, and arrival at 
Borne. 

It being now determined that Paul should go to Rome, 
he was sent with other prisoners by sea. They sailed 
by Cyprus and Crete, where the weaflier became so tem- 
pestuous, that Paul counselled them to put into harbour 
for a time ; but his advice was overruled ; and at length, 
after an incessant storm of three days and nights, all 
hope of safety seemed lost; and captain and sailors 
despaired of their lives. But Paul bade them take 
courage ; for an angel of God had appeared to him, and 
assured him that though they would be shipwrecked on 
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•a certain island, and the ship would be lost, every man's 
life would be saved. On the fourteenth night of the 
storm, they found that they were coming into shallow 
waters ; and the sailors, by the Apostle's advice to the 
captain, being compelled to remain in the ship, they cast 
anchor, took some food, and waited for the day. When 
the morning broke, the ship being lightened, they ran 
her ashore. The soldiers then wished to kill the pri- 
soners, to prevent their escaping ; but the commander, 
in order to save Paul, forbade it ; and the whole crew, 
with the prisoners, in all 276 persons, reached the shore 
in safety. 

When they were landed, they discovered that they 
were upon the island of Melita, now called Malta. And 
the barbarian inhabitants treated them with ^eat kind- 
ness, and kindled a fire to warm and dry them. And 
Paul himself gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them 
on the fire ; and, as he did it, a viper sprung out of the 
heat, and fastened on his hand. And when the people 
saw the venomous reptile hanging upon him, they cried 
out that he must be a murderer, pursued by Divine ven- 
geance. But Paul shook off the viper into the fire ; and 
seeipg him remain unhurt, they were amazed, and took 
him for a god. 

After this, they were well received by the chief per- 
sons in the island ; Paul wrought many miracles on the 
sick ; curing, among others, me father of Publius, the 
governor of the place. They remained three months 
altogether, and then sailed for Rome. There Paul was 
leniently treated by the Roman authorities, and was 
permitted to hve in a house of his own, in the custody 
of a soldier, who lived with him. For two years he 
preached both to Jews and (Gentiles, and made many 
converts, no man hindering. After this time he was 
set at liberty ; but the KoLj Scriptures give no further 
account of his life, except such circumstances as are 
mentioned in his own Epistles to the different Christian 
Churches. From them, and from other sources, we 
learn that some time after he was altogether free, he 
made a second journey among the Chnstians in Asia, 
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and finally returned to Rome, where his preaching was 
crowned with glorious results; the last of which was 
his own martyrdom. He was heheaded hy command 
of the Emperor Nero. 



THE END. 
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